
Meridian Weekly
March 29, 2020                                        VOLUME 28 • ISSUE 1518  12 PAGES

PRSRT STD
ECRWSS

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

PERMIT NO. 3

Visit Us Online at:

meridianweekly.com

Sparrow Health System is offering 24/7 virtual 
care visits via smartphone, tablet or computer. 

Sparrow COVID-19  
Virtual Care

Begin session on 

COMPUTER

Visit Sparrow.org/Coronavirus for more information.
Enter “Sparrow” into Service Key field when registering.
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2020 Home Garden Business EXPO Postponed 
submitted by Sue Kadlek
The Home Garden Business EXPO scheduled for April 18th -19th is being postponed due to

the nationwide COVID-19 crisis. A date for the event will be selected after the governor’s “Stay
Home, Stay Safe” order is lifted.

“We feel this is in the best interest of our vendors and certainly our guests,” said EXPO
Chairman Kevin Maurer of Maurer Heating & Cooling. “The planning committee has not taken
this decision lightly and every effort will be made to hold a phenomenal show, just at a later
date,” stated Maurer.

Chamber President/CEO Jeff Deason added, “I fully support postponing EXPO for the
health and safety of our community. The chamber staff and board of directors have turned our
focus on helping businesses through the next month and beyond. We are currently retooling to
be the local “boots on the ground” for small business loans and grants. My commitment is to
continue to share information and be a resource to help our businesses survive and eventually
thrive.”

Local, state and federal resources are updated daily on the Chamber’s website at www.shi-
awassseechamber.org. 

Businesses that have questions regarding the EXPO may email skadlek@shiawasseecham-
ber.org or call Sue Kadlek directly at 989-720-5047. 

The Shiawassee Regional Chamber of Commerce connects leaders & supports entrepreneurs
so that together we build an extraordinary Shiawassee region.

COVID-19 Causes Increased Need for GLFB
Volunteers, Donations 

submitted by Linda Culpepper
With COVID-19 hitting Michigan hard, the Greater Laingsburg Food Bank now has a

greater need for donations and volunteers to help distribute food products.
We are now utilizing at least 4 volunteers each time the GLFB is open. It used to be 2. I

believe the needs of our food bank are increasing with ongoing spread of COVID-19.
Our food buyers are going every week to make sure that we have enough to hand out to all

who come to us.
We also ask that if you know of someone who is hurting financially and needs food for their

family, please invite them to come with you.
All we ask is that you live in the Laingsburg area, and have a Laingsburg address on your

license or other identification.  We are now asking that you stay in your car until we bring your
order to you. We will place it on the table and then you may pack it in your vehicle. This allows
the 6-foot social distancing recommended by the CDC. Please be patient with us, it is taking a
little more time.

The GLFB is located at the United Methodist Church on Crum Street. Hours are: Monday
1:00 pm 3:00 pm and Thursday 6:00 pm-8:00 pm. 

Questions? Want to come help us? contact Linda Culpepper at 517-285-0789. You do not
have to live in Laingsburg to volunteer for a 2-hour shift

Note from Shiawassee RESD
Superintendents 

Staff, Families, and Communities, 
As a result of our unexpected closure, some families in our communities have expressed

concern and confusion regarding online learning for students. The Superintendents of the
Shiawassee RESD service area believe in equitable access to education for all students and
are committed to this end within and between our districts. 

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) states that for school districts to ade-
quately provide online learning they must be able to answer “Yes” to ALL of the following
questions: 

•Do ALL students have access to appropriate learning devices?
•Do ALL students have access to the internet?
•Can the district successfully support the needs of ALL learners? (Including all IEP, 504,

English Learners and other student accommodations)
•Have educators previously participated in professional learning opportunities that pre-

pared them to transition teaching and learning online successfully?
•Have students had enough prior exposure to online learning to be successful?
•Does the district have in place an online management system to effectively support

online learning?
Public schools cannot provide instruction that knowingly excludes any student or groups

of students and have an obligation to ensure equitable access for all. Additionally, the MDE
answered the question about instructional time during this school closure in a memo released
today stating “there is no mechanism to earn instructional time during a period of mandated
school closure” and also sent out a press release on Friday regarding this topic. We will con-
tinue to seek assistance from the State regarding this concern. 

Considerable planning,
resource allocation, and
training must occur to effec-
tively transition to online
instruction. 

While districts are taking
steps toward this, significant
barriers must be addressed to
fulfill the mandate that a
public education is free and
accessible by all. 

As school leaders, we
are humbled by watching
our communities mobilize to
help one another. So many
volunteers have stepped in to
help families and students.
This includes our staff who
are sharing optional enrich-

ment resources, playing music and reading stories on Facebook Live and assembling or
delivering food to those in need. 

Thank you for your patience, understanding and support as we work through this
unprecedented time together.

Tricia Murphy-Alderman, Bryon Area Schools
Matt Shastal, Laingsburg Community Schools
Anthony Bertiaume, New Lothrop Area Public Schools
Lori Haven, Perry Public Schools 
John Fattal, Corunna Public Schools 
Craig McCrumb, Durand Area Schools
Mike Dewey, Morrice Area Schools 
Andrea Tuttle, Owosso Public Schools
David Schulte, Shiawassee RESD
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Social

Salt Sales
MILLERʼS
Soft Water
9450 E. M-21

Ovid

834-5012

OUT THE DOOR

Burger-Fries

Drink

Build An

Omelet

$1000 $800

Mary’s Country Kitchen
M-21 Ovid • (989) 834-9640

2 Pancakes - 2 Eggs

Choice of Bacon,

Sausage or Ham Friday Night

FISH FRY 

Fish-Chips-Cole Slaw

“Delivery” Available for Shut-Ins

$800

Available 7am - 2pm

Call to order..weʼll bring to your car!

Italian Restaurant

CARRY OUT
YOUR FAVORITES!

@LILGSItalianRestaurant

Check us out at www. lilgsitalian.com

Gluten Free Choices

Mon-Thurs:11:30-8:30 
Fri-Sat: 11-9 
Subject to change. 

2459 Ontario Dr. St. Johns 989-545-7090

‘Gluten Free’
Beer Battered Cod

Bake Spaghetti

and

TAX

B
B

AND FINANCIAL SERVICES

Income Tax Service • Electronic Filing
Offering Investments, Insurance

& Complete Range of Retirement Plans
Drop off hours will be 8 am to 5 pm

Other hours by appointment
Mailing address is P.O. Box 376, Ovid, MI 48866

DANIEL BUKOVCIK
101 N. MAIN ST., OVID
Phone (989)834-2270

Fax (989)834-2279

NOTICE

Due to the STATE SHUT DOWN we cannot see
any clients until April 14, 2020.

You can drop your taxes off thru the door 
drop-slot and we will complete them.

If you were scheduled for an appointment from
3/24 thru 4/13 please drop off your tax information.

We hope to resume after the shut-down is lifted.

2020 Meeting Calendar
Middlebury Township
P.O. Box 622, Ovid, Michigan 48866

989-834-9900
Supervisor: Michael Herendeen    Trustee: Richard Semans

Clerk: Rose Brown (989-640-3279)
Trustee: Gary Kiger Treasurer: Carolyn Stevens
Note: Meeting Day of the week change:

Every 2nd Tuesday of each month except 
August no Meeting.

All meetings will be held at 7627 M-21, Ovid, MI 
and will start at 7:00 pm

April 14 
May 12
June 9
July 14

August No Meeting
September 8
October 13

November 10
December 8

Mint Country
Garden Club

The monthly meeting of
Mint Country Garden Club
will NOT be held this April
due to concerns about the
Covid 19 virus.  We will keep
members updated about
future meetings. For further
information about meetings
or how to become a member,
email mintcountrygarden-
club@gmail.com or call 517-
599-6307

Ovid Public Library Closed 
The Ovid Public Library Board has closed the Ovid Public

Library until at least Monday April 13, 2020, because of the
coronavirus. All scheduled activities are cancelled. No fines
will be issued during the virus shutdown.

Meal Pick Ups for
Older Adults 

submitted by Tammy Lemmer
LANSING –  As a provider of essential food and safety

services for older adults, the Tri-County Office on Aging
(TCOA) remains open with limited staff on-site to manage pro-
gram logistics. Among other services, the Meals on Wheels
home delivery program continues to operate with increased
health and safety precautions in place.

While all TCOA Congregate Senior Dining sites are cur-
rently closed due to the risk of spreading COVID-19 through
large group gatherings, individuals age 60 and over and their
caregivers are eligible to participate in a food pick up opportu-
nity at locations across the region in all three counties. Pickups
will include packs of 7 frozen meals with fruit, bread and milk.

Meal pick up must be arranged in advance by calling Tasha
Stetler at 517-887-1393 to schedule a pickup appointment.
Callers will be asked to give their name, phone number, address
and birthdate. The only qualification is to be over 60 years of
age or providing primary care for someone age 60+. Please
make sure you have a way to heat the meals, microwave is pre-
ferred. Special arrangements may be available to those that
cannot heat the food, and for those unable to get to a pick up
location.  

For other food access questions or to address other needs,
please call 211 or visit http://www.centralmichigan211.org/.

Meal pick up locations:
Clinton County
DeWitt – St. Jude Catholic Church 801 N Bridge St.
St. Johns Senior Center- 201 E Walker, St Johns
United Church of Ovid- 131 Front St, Ovid

Capital Area Community
Services

submitted by Rebecca Zemla
CACS continues to monitor actions and communications

from a number of sources related tot he Coronavirus/COVID-
19 situation. It is our priority to continue to provide services to
those in need while also keeping our clients and staff safe.

CACS, Inc., has implemented various recommendations
provided by health officials. While some of these recommenda-
tions include the closing of facilities and social distancing, at
this time we continue to provide services with some program
modification.

Below is a summary of program modifications we have
made, effective March 16, 2020. We realize these are unique
times and circumstances and hope the communities we serve
are understanding of the changes we made until further notice.

Head Start: Head Start and Early Head Start programs are
suspended until April 13, 2020. Family advocates are making
weekly contacts to all families providing support such as dia-
pers to Early Head Start families, mailing a monthly program
newsletter with daily activities, and have added links on the
CACS Head Start website to connect to other websites that pro-
vide additional activities for children. Information about feed-
ing programs that can be accessed can also be found on Head
Start website at www.cacsheadstart.org

CSFP/TEFAP: Both food programs continue to operate
with operational modifications. Already packaged food boxes
will be delivered to waiting cars. Staff from CACS units are
packing the food boxes; volunteers are not.

CACS Service Centers: Services provided by Service
Center staff is being scheduled on an appointment only basis.
Signage is posted at all Service Center sites indicating how to
reach staff.

Financial Literacy/Property Tax Foreclosure Prevention
Program: Services are being initiated through an initial phone
call. Staff will serve clients remotely.

Tax Preparation Services: Tax Preparation service have
been suspended until further notice as per AARP and VITA.

Homeless Program: Services are being initiated through an
initial phone call. In person meetings to follow up will be deter-
mined on a case-by-case basis.

Weatherization Services: Weatherization Services have
been suspended until April 5, 2020.

For information, visit our website at https://www.cacs-
inc.org or call 517-393-7077.

For headstart visit www.cacsheadstart.org
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This Listing Submitted by the Laingsburg Community & Business Association
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LAINGSBURG
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH
210 CRUM ST.

517-651-5531
Children's Sunday school: 9am

Adult Sunday school: 9am 
and 11:45am

Worship: 10am
Pastor Brian West

laingsburgumc@gmail.com

Middlebury United
Methodist Church

8100 W. Hibbard Rd., Ovid
989-834-2573

Worship Service 
9:30 a.m.

Rev. Melanie Young

ELSIE UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
160 W. Main St., Elsi e(989) 862-5239

Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Pastor: Ava Williams St. Cyril Catholic

Church

Mass: Sun 10:30am, 
Wed. 9:00am,

Word & Communion 
Every 3rd Friday at 9am

Confession: 
Sun 11:30am

We Welcome You to Come...

FIRST BAP TIST
CHURCH

163 W. Main St., Elsie

Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Roger Numerich

Bannister

131 West Front Street 
Ovid, MI 48866 • (989) 834-5958

www.unitedchurchofovid.org 
or on Facebook

Rev. Melanie Young

Sundays am:  10:45 - Hymnsing
11:00 - Worship

Office Hours: 9-Noon Mon - Fri

United Church of Ovid

Duplain
Church of Christ

5565 E. Colony Rd.
(3 mi. W. of O-E H.S.)

Sunday School
10:00 a.m. 

Worship Service
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
Senior Minister: Chuck Emmert

Associate Minister:Andrew Goodrich 
www.duplainchurch.org

FENMORE BAPTIST
Preaching the KJV, Traditional Hymns

Sunday School 10am
Jr. Church 11am

Sun. A.M. Worship 11am
Sun. P.M. Worship 6pm

Pastor Ron Lovell
989-842-0068

7888 Hollister Rd, Elsie

Bannister United
Methodist Church

103 Hanvey Street
Pastor: Zella Daniel

Sunday Worship 11:00am

FAITH FELLOWSHIP
BIBLE CHURCH

Corner of Price & Chandler, St. Johns
Pastor: John Jakus

Sunday School: 9:30am 
Worship Service 10:30am

517-651-6210

Advertise In Our
Church Directory!  
Call (989) 834-2264

CHURCH DIRECTORY

In Loving Memory
of 

Tony Sinicropi
March 26, 2015

Your Presence We Miss,
Your Memory We

Treasure.
Loving You Always,

Forgetting You Never
Love,

Your Family

Your resting place we visit
The plants we place with care

But no one knows the heartache 
As we turn and leave you there.

We think about you always
We talk about you too

We have all of our memories
But we wish we still had you.

We love and miss you,
Your Family

Joe Sovis
3/5/29 to 3/30/07

Community Joins Together to
Create Needs Hotline

submitted by Grace Czubachowski 
CORUNNA, MI- A community needs hotline has been

established to assist Shiawassee County residents with meeting
essential needs. The hotline is available for anyone to call to
receive help for themselves, friends and neighbors. Our com-
munity will work together to try to fill those requests for coun-
ty residents. 

Hotline number is: 989-743-2460 
Hours of operations are: Monday- Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00

p.m. 
There will be a voicemail available after hours 
Please continue to follow the Shiawassee County Health

Department Facebook page for any changes to the hours of
operation. 

None of us is as Strong as all of us Together 

Due to the executive order signed into law by Governor Gretchen Whitmer last
week to protect public health and safety, all gatherings and services must be limited
to 50 people until April 5th at 5:00pm.

We at Watkins Brothers Funeral Homes want everyone to know that we will contin-
ue to be here to serve our communities to meet the needs and wishes of our neigh-
bors and friends, but we ask friends and acquaintances to please limit their time
during gatherings as much as possible so that those wishing to pay their respects
are afforded the opportunity to do so while also staying within this new and tempo-
rary law. We will be using vigorous cleaning and disinfecting practices with every-
one's health and safety in mind and are also asking the public to do their part
while the government is calling for social distancing.

Small businesses will be struggling during these uncertain times and it may be a
better option for now to send a card, flowers or even a meal from a local business
instead of attending the service in person. This will help to keep people safe while
also supporting the local businesses that do so much for our communities every
day.

Together our communities will come through this. Please continue to keep grieving
neighbors in your thoughts and prayers and help to keep those most vulnerable
safe.

Keck-Coleman Funeral Home Inc.
“Familiar faces and trusted friends”
1500 Waterford Parkway, 

St. Johns

989-224-4422

Pre-Arrangements have you wondering?
www.keck-colemanfuneralhome.comCurtis Keck Joe Coleman

Please call us for answers.

Meeting Dates and Times
Laingsburg American Legion Service Officer - Monday, April 6th at Post Home.
Elsie American Legion Service Officer - Every Tuesday 9am-11am at Post Home.
City of Laingsburg - Meets the first Monday of each month. The next meeting will be

Monday, April 6th at 7pm at 114 Woodhull St. Laingsburg.
Woodhull Township - Meets the first Wednesday of each month. The next meeting will be

held Wednesday, April 8th at 7pm at 7315 W. Beard Rd., Shaftsburg.
Fairfield Township - Meets the first Thursday of each month. The next meeing will be held

Thursday, April 9th at 7pm at the Township Hall.
City of Ovid - Meets the second Monday of each month. The next meeting will be held April

13th at 7pm at City Hall, 114 E. Front St., Ovid.
Sciota Township - Meets the second Monday of each month. The next meeting will be held

April 13th at 7pm at the township hall located at 3990 Leland Rd., Laingsburg.
Victor Township - Now Meets the second Monday of each month. The next meeting will be

held April 13th at 7pm at 6843 Alward Rd., Laingsburg.
Village of Elsie - Meets the second Tuesday of the month. The next meeting will be held

April 14th at 7pm at 145 W.Main St., Elsie.
Go Positive - Meets April 14th at 6:45 a.m. at Agro Liquid in St. Johns. 3055 W. M-21.
Middlebury Township - Meets the second Tuesday of the month. The next meeting will be

held April 14th at 7pm at 7627 W. M-21, Ovid.
Duplain Township - Meets the second Wednesday of the month. The next meeting will be

held April 14th at 7pm, at 145 W. Main St., Elsie. 
Village of Ashley - Meets the second Thursday of the month. The next meeting will be held

April 16th at 7pm at 110 N. Sterling, Ashley.
Ovid Township - Meets the second Thursday of the month. The next meeting will be held

April 16th at 7pm. at 1015 Baese Court, Ovid.
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Editorial con’t on page 10

VILLAGE OF ELSIE RESIDENTS:
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Ordinance #173

The Village of Elsie is holding Public Hearings on Tuesday, April
14, 2020 at 6:45pm and Tuesday, April 28, 2020 at 7:00pm.
The meetings are taking place at the Duplain Township Hall locat-
ed at 145 W. Main St. 
The purpose is to discuss Village Code Chapter 8:  Nuisances:
Section 8:34 Notice; Procedures for removing, from the Village of
Elsie.

Thank You,
Ann Trierweiler, Village of Elsie Clerk

The City of Ovid Department of Public Works will be starting
to pick up brush on April 6, 2020. The brush is picked up on
each Monday of each week.  

PLEASE PUT THE BRUSH OUT PARRALLEL TO THE
ROAD & BRUSH NEEDS TO BE NO LONGER THAN 10
feet IN LENGTH. 

REMINDER: WE DO NOT PICK UP GRASS CLIPPINGS,
LANDSCAPE OR GARDEN REFUSE. PLEASE DO NOT
PUT THIS AT THE CURB or MIXED WITH YOUR LEAVES.

LEAVES MUST BE IN A BAG OR BOX NOT TO WEIGH
MORE THAN 50lb.

Please have your brush out to the curb by 7 A.M.
Thank You,
Rich Simpson, Supt.
Ovid DPW

PUBLIC NOTICE
To All Ovid Residents

Shiawassee COVID-19 Response 
submitted by Emily Marrah
United Way of Genesee County serving Genesee and Shiawassee Counties is accepting

donations to assist with the response to COVID-19 in Shiawassee County.  Dollars collected will
be given to the Shiawassee Emergency Operations Center for distribution through a communi-
ty-led process.  No administrative fees will be taken from these designated funds.  

Your contribution makes a difference.  Visit unitedwaygenesee.org/give and select the
Shiawassee County COVID-19 Response Fund to donate to this Emergency Community Fund.

The monies collected will be used to meet the need for calls received at the Community
Needs Hotline.  The Hotline is a collaborative effort between Shiawassee County Health
Department, Shiawassee Health and Wellness, Social Service Non-Profits serving Shiawassee
County and The United Way of Genesee County.  

The hotline is open Monday – Friday 9am to 4pm, Shiawassee Residents can call 989-743-
2460 to report needs arising
from COVID-19.

Farm Lumber Sawn To Order
BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER

Bark & Chips Available

6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.

989-682-4225
Evenings: 989-875-4565

6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.

989-682-4225
Evenings: 989-875-4565

Parents and Students of 
Ovid-Elsie Area Schools

We know that right now, things are uncertain. Things are
changing rapidly and sometimes that can be scary. But we want
you to know that we are still here. We still care, and we will con-
tinue to support you. We are not going anywhere. Because in times
of uncertainty, it is important to have a support system. We want
you to know that you can count on us, you can count on each other,
and we WILL get through this TOGETHER!

So how are we going to do this? First of all, it is so important
that you stay active. Find something to do every day. Keep your
minds working. Your teachers at Ovid-Elsie know how brilliant
you are, and we don’t want the world to miss out on your poten-
tial. It has always been our mission to prepare you for the world ahead, and our work is not over.
But we are no longer there to tell you to pay attention, to focus and stay on task, so YOU are
going to need to do that. Not for your teachers, not even for your parents, but for yourself. If we
only spend time on our phones, or social media, there is so much that we will miss out on. We
know that you all deserve better than that. So don’t stop reading, learning, and growing.

Outside of academics, there are many other ways to stay active. Get up and move every day.
Even if it is only for 30 minutes. Physical activity is good for both the body and mind. Also, find
something that is important to you, and work on that every day. Join our Get Better Challenge.
Find a skill, hobby, or topic you want to know more about. And while the world is trying to get
better physically, let us also focus on improving ourselves. Make a daily routine and follow it.
Don’t let yourself get bored. Do yourself a favor and use this time to create positive habits. 

During this time, you are also going to need each other. So stay connected in as many ways
as possible. Reach out to friends, even if it has been a while since you have talked. Start a group
chat, Facetime, instead of texting, make an actual phone call. (Just the other day, Dr.
Cunningham and his family set up a Zoom conference call with family members from Grand
Rapids and Florida!)  Whatever it is, we need to keep communication open and stay united as
one team. Don’t be afraid to reach out to us, even if it is not about academics. Send us an email
about how things are going. Because we miss you too. Although isolation is not easy, and I think
we can all admit that social distancing is hard, right now it is what we have to do to stay safe
and protect the members of our community. At OE, we look out for everyone, we always have,
so stay home (when possible) and stay healthy. 

We can use this time to make connections virtually that we may not have had in the past. If
we look at this through a positive lens, it could make all of the difference in the world. Our time
is so valuable, and right now we are blessed with more time than we have ever had, to do more
of what we want. We need to use this as an opportunity to focus on who we are, what we want
to do, and how we are going to make that happen. Don’t let this change the core of who you are. 

OE has always been a strong community, and this does not change that. We will get through
this together. We are OE, and we’ve got this!

From your OE School Family

Kitchen

Countertop

Gardening: Part

1 Vegetable

Scraps
As you are sitting home during this unplanned staycation please  help do your part to fight

this national pandemic by growing fresh veggies.  You can grow a lot of nutritious veggies  from
leftover scraps you would normally throw away after preparing a meal.  In addition to growing
veggies for free, you also help reduce the demand on the fresh produce sections of local grocery
stores.  Before starting the process of saving money, along with fighting the pandemic, make
sure conversations are had with your spouse and everyone is on the same page with these efforts.

Whether you are using scraps from lettuce, celery, onions, cabbage, or even carrots the sup-
plies required are all the same.  You need water, a shallow pan, potting soil, and of course some
kind of plastic potting container like a used and recycled sour cream or butter tub with drainage
holes poked in the bottom.  Set up your mini-farm or garden with easy access to water and of
course some sunlight.  No matter what you are attempting to grow, all are sprouted in a shallow
pan with water and then transplanted to a potting container filled with potting soil.  Given plen-
ty of sunshine and water and in not too long of time you will be using scissors to harvest multi-
ple cuttings. 

Carrots-  If you are cooking with baby carrots then you are out of luck but if you are using
regular sized carrots make sure you save the cut off the top where the frilly green foliage grows.
This top of the carrot can be placed in shallow water for a few days to let roots and the green top
to reappear.  When transplanted in soil it will grow into a nice leafy bush but don't  expect to get
much orange growth beneath the spoil line.  The green tops can be chopped up and used as salad
greens or prepared in dips and pestos for main entrees.    

Lettuce- Romaine works best but iceberg can also grow some sprouts which eventually pro-
duce leaves.  Trim a very thin slice off the bottom of the lettuce head.  When cutting up the let-
tuce leave about a two inch base for regrowth. Let sit in a shallow tray with water for several
days until sprouts and roots emerge and transfer to a potting container with soil.  Let grow and
take small clippings over time for salads.  This plant should be able to produce for a very long
time if not overharvested.  

Celery- Much like lettuce save several inches of the base and clean up the base with a thin
slice.  Let sit in water until roots and sprouts develop and then transplant into dirt.  Don't expect
thick stalks with channels for peanut butter but instead thin round stalks with leaves that can be
chopped and used raw or cooked.

Onions- When slicing up an onion leave about an ½ inch  base with dried out roots attached.
Let sit in water and wait for new roots and multiple green onion sprouts to appear.  Transplant
to a container with dirt and watch multiple green onion stalks appear.  You will never get a bulb
but instead will be rewarded with a non-stop supply of green onions that when chopped and
diced will add flavor to many dishes. 

Cabbage- Similar to lettuce and celery shave off a thin slice on the bottom and let sit in about
½ inch of water until sprouts and roots appear.  Transplant into potting soil and watch the plant
grow. Don't expect a large
head but instead multiple
small cabbages heads or just a
very leafy plant.  Use scissors
to take cuttings and use in sal-
ads or main dishes. 

-WS

The Weekly 
Sportsman

by Dan McMaster
theweeklysportsman@meridianweekly.com

REBATES and TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE
HEATING & COOLING

Licensed & Insured
Laingsburg ~ 517-282-4347 ~ 517-651-2233
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Health

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

CALL TODAY

725-5515

Receive a no obligation

WATER
ANALYSISFREE

Try any Culligan System for only

$10PER MONTH
FOR 6 MONTHS

Waugh’s Culligan
Owosso

(989) 725-5515

Ken’s Culligan
307 E. Superior St., Alma

(800) 868-4937

$10

Must Present Coupon. 
Canʼt Be Combined With Any Other Offers.

PER MONTH
FOR 3 MONTHS

WATER
ANALYSIS FREE

How to Clean When Faced
with a Shortage of Supplies
In light of concerns about

COVID-19, various health
organizations have issued spe-
cific instructions on how to
maintain personal safety and
cleanliness. These recommen-
dations involve using common
household products to sanitize
homes, offices and public
spaces. As people take such
precautions, many are stocking
up on extra essentials — result-
ing in shortages. 

Everything from hand san-
itizers to paper towels may be hard to find on grocery store
shelves, leaving some to wonder what they can do to remain
safe without sanitizers? 

The Environmental Protection Agency states that coron-
aviruses are some of the easiest types of viruses to kill because
they have an envelope around them that enables them to merge
with other cells and infect them. If that protective coating can
be disrupted, the virus can’t do its job. For those having trouble
finding well-known cleaning agents, these alternatives may
suffice.

Hot water and soap: The reason hand-washing is at the top
of the list of sanitizing methods is because it is so effective at
washing away viruses and bacteria. Friction from scrubbing
with soap and water can help break the protective envelope,
states the EPA. Soap and water can clean all surfaces in a home,
especially when applying a little extra elbow grease.

Hydrogen peroxide: As people clear isopropyl (rubbing
alcohol) off the shelves, do not discount hydrogen peroxide.
The CDC says household hydrogen peroxide at 3 percent con-
centration can deactivate rhinovirus, the virus that causes the
common cold, within six to eight minutes of contact.
Coronavirus is easier to destroy than rhinovirus, so hydrogen
peroxide may be effective at combatting that virus as well.

Natural items can be used for general cleaning, but have not
been endorsed for use on COVID-19 disinfection. In lieu of
shortages, white vinegar, baking soda pastes and citrus oils and
juices could fill the void of chemically-based cleansers for
other home tasks. 

Various Ways to Alleviate
Nurse Burnout 

Nursing is a
rewarding career,
and nurses figure to
be in high demand
in the coming
decades. 

As fulfilling as
nursing can be,
nurses routinely
confront issues that
other professionals
may never
encounter. Nurses are in high-demand, but a shortage of open-
ings in nursing schools in recent years has led to a widening
gap between the demand for skilled nurses and the supply,
according to the nursing support resource Nursing.org. As a
result, many nurses are taking on more work than they can han-
dle. Couple this with the inherently demanding nature of nurs-
ing, and it’s not surprising that nurses may experience fatigue,
mental exhaustion and doubts about the value of their work. 

Holli Blazey, MSN, ANP-BC, the Nursing Program
Coordinator for Employee Wellness at the Cleveland Clinic,
says burnout is “a big problem nationally for all kinds of care-
givers, whether you work in an ICU or an ambulatory setting.”
Long hours, rotating shifts and the stress of caring for ill
patients are other factors that can contribute to nurse burnout.
Many times nurses muddle through and do not even realize
burnout is occurring. However, if anxiety, exhaustion or the
desire to skip work is cropping up more frequently, nurses
should not hesitate to take action. The following are some ways
nurses can cope with burnout.

• Identify your stressors. Write down the things that are
stressing you out. Pinpointing circumstances that are causing
you to feel overwhelmed is the first step in addressing them.
Try tracking responsibilities for a few days and write down
feelings after each activity. Then try to identify which are the
biggest sources of your stress. Communicate your findings with
a supervisor or colleague who may offer advice or work with
you to confront your stress in a positive way.

• Don’t make new commitments. It’s tempting to want to
get involved in new projects, especially if job dissatisfaction
has you looking for fulfillment elsewhere. But overextending
yourself even further may only add to your existing stress.

• Practice relaxation exercises. Engage in slow and mean-
ingful breathing, set aside even a few moments to sit in quiet
and take a break, and think about how you can approach the sit-
uation in a healthy way instead of giving in to your anxiety.

• Delegate when possible. Find out which tasks can be
taken off of your to-do list. Is there something a patient care
nursing assistant can do at work? Can you rely on a friend or
family member to help out at home? Lighten your load to give
yourself time to recuperate.

• Join a support network. Many employers offer employee
assistance programs, such as access to a professional therapist.
Connecting with other colleagues also can be a great way to
build up your support network.

These tips can help nurses find the relief they need when
burnout starts to set in. More resources can be found at
www.nursing.org.

Did You Know?
Do you relish the idea of an afternoon nap? If so, you’re in

good company. Youngsters nap, and so do many seniors. But by
and large, humans are part of the minority of mammals that do
not sleep for short periods of time throughout the day, instead
dividing their days between sleep and wakefulness. However,
there are some benefits to catching a midday snooze. The Mayo
Clinic says napping can be a way to catch up on sleep lost dur-
ing the night or if a person is feeling sleep-deprived. It also may
be a way to relax, increase alertness and improve mood. Naps
should take place before 3 p.m. and not exceed 20 minutes. The
longer and later one naps, the greater the potential it will inter-
fere with nighttime sleeping or backfire and cause daytime
grogginess. 

Did You Know?
Sugar is a naturally occurring component in many healthy

foods, including fruit. According to the Harvard Medical
School, added sugars are not currently listed on Nutrition Facts
labels (though the Mayo Clinic expects that to change in the
future). That can make it hard to spot foods that contain sub-
stantial amounts of added sugars. However, the HMS recom-
mends looking at the ingredients listings on food labels and
keeping an eye out for words ending in “ose.” The Mayo Clinic
notes that fructose, dextrose, glucose, and maltose are the
chemical names for various types of sugar. These ingredients
can serve as a red flag that a product contains added sugars that
can be detrimental to your overall health. In addition to words
ending in “ose,” shoppers can scan ingredients listings for other
common types of added sugars, including cane juice, cane
syrup, corn sweeteners, high-fructose corn syrup, fruit juice
concentrate and nectars, honey, malt or maple syrup, and
molasses. 
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SAGE MARKET NOTICE!!

STARTING WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18TH.

8am-10am...MONDAY - FRIDAY

TO HELP PROTECT OUR SENIORS FROM
THE CORONA VIRUS, SAGE MARKET

WILL BE OPEN EXCLUSIVELY TO 
CUSTOMERS 60 YRS AND OLDER.

NO ONE ELSE WILL BE ALLOWED 
IN THE STORE DURING THIS TIME

THANKS FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING.

Mon: 8am-5pm
Tue-Thu: 7am-5pm (incl. lunch hour)
Fri: 7am-4pm (incl. lunch hour)

Expanded Hours • Accepting New Patients

102 East Cass • St. Johns, MI 48879 • 989-224-2319
Read patient reviews: www.koenigsknechtdentistry.com

Cosmetic Dentistry • Veneers • Implants & Crowns • Bridges 
• Dentures • Extractions & Root Canals

Dr. Nick Koenigsknecht
Dr. Jonathan Koenigsknecht
Dr. Erin Scherer

We Focus on EYE Health

Dr. David L. Peters
(989) 224-6651

611 W. State St., Suite A
(At the corner of Morton & M-21)

St. Johns, MI 48879

Call Today for Appt.
Accepting Most Insurances

Each of us has some
measure of responsibility in
limiting and preventing the
spread of this disease. 

Allowing fear to run wild
will not help anyone, includ-
ing yourself. This article is
written to hopefully calm
those fears with providing some light, understanding, and knowledge but also make it known
that COVID-19 is very serious and dangerous. 

This disease started when cases of pneumonia with unknown causes broke out in clusters
and was identified around December 31, 2019 in Wuhan, China. 

Then on January 7, 2020 it was confirmed those pneumonia clusters were associated with
a novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV), now named COVID-19. 

It seems to be believed that  COVID-19 was caused by SARS-CoV-2 that causes severe ill-
ness and pneumonia. 

Now, a lot of people are acting like it’s no big deal. They think COVID-19 is simply flu
symptoms which we deal with every year. But in reality COVID-19 is a very serious illness and
situation. 

COVID-19 may only give some people a sore throat and Fever but for others it is very dev-
astating. They become so sick that they are on Ventilators in the hospital fighting for their life
and some don’t make it. 

One of the huge problem we’re facing is the lack of ventilator machines to help these peo-
ple.

The hospitals only have so many and with the spread of this virus growing as rapidly as it
is, there’s not enough machines to help everyone in need of them.  

The importance of us all working together to control the spread of COVID-19 is at the high-
est. The reality is, it’s not the medical workers job or the governments job to stop COVID-19
on their own. They can’t, We must each do our part for it to be successful. 

We All truly need to work together for the safety of ourselves, our families, our loved ones,
our communities, our state, and our Country. Remember the words of “United we stand“
because those words have meaning in these hard times. They’re also the words to get us
through this epidemic. 

This is a time for everyone of us to use common sense. There is no need to panic but there
is a need for understanding. 

I have worked in the medical field and in the hospitals. I’m still in contact with the RNs I
worked with. 

Please believe that this, is a very serious situation... because it is. 

But also believe that freaking out and panicking, is over exaggerating the situation...
because it is. 

Let’s Survive COVID-19
by LeeAnna Woods 

Licensed Therapist, Reiki Master and Owner
of Healing Feather Massage & Reiki
www.HealingFeatherMassage.com

(810) 339-0260

Right now at this very moment everyone just stop. Stop and take a slow deep breath, clear
your mind and begin to think clearly. Start using the common sense that each of us have. 

What if it was your loved one? Think about that for a moment. 

Acting like nothing is going on, is only helping the spread of this disease. 

Being in a panic, is only helping the spread of this disease.

Neither of those behaviors are helpful at all. In fact, both are only making matters worse by
contributing to the escalation of complete chaos, causing the spread of COVID-19 to signifi-
cantly increase. 

Stop being the person that is helping the disease grow and 

Start being the person to help conquer and illuminate the spread. We need to cooperate and
work together. 

Remember, every choice you make right now, will affect each of us, including you and your
family, sooner than you think. Be safe and help stop the spread of this COVID-19 disease. 

Best of Health & Positive Energy, ~Healing Feather Wellness, Saint John’s, MI. 

(810)339-0260

“A little chocolate a day keeps the doctor at
bay”                          ― Marcia Carrington
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Spaghetti Dinner Benefit

Sat., April 25th
4pm - Midnight

VFW
Main St., Ovid

for the funeral costs of 

Robert Lee (Bobby) Seelhoff

Anybody who is able to donate baked goods for the bake sale, items for auc-
tion (gift certificates, gift baskets, gardening items, quilts, decorative items,
etc.), or anything for the benefit or to the family, please contact Heather or
Holly Seelhoff, or Jennifer Cobb through Facebook; Cathy Larkins at 989-
721-0015; or Christina Watson at 989-277-4289

Dinner  served from
4 to 8pm. 
Karaoke from 7pm
to midnight. $1 per
song to raise money.

$10 per adult
$8 ages 5-12
$1 ages 4 & under 

A $5 Donation is appreciated
if you will not be eating.
Tickets purchased at the
door.

Bake Sale  •  Silent Auction  •  50/50 Raffle 

Thank you so much to everybody in advance for joining us, and any help you can give! 
The family truyly appreciates it!

Lady Wolves Land Four on All-CMAC
Honor Team 

LAINGSBURG -- The Wolfpack girls
basketball team has been honored with four
players on the 2019-20 All-Central Michigan
Athletic Conference (CMAC) honor team.

Laingsburg's 15-8 overall record, 10-6 in
the CMAC, was recognized by the league's
nine coaches. “I’m very proud of these 4 girls
getting recognized by our league," said
Wolfpack mentor Doug Hurst.

Kara Mahoney and Grace Graham were
both 1st Team honorees.

"Kara has been on varsity all 4 of her high
school years and really came into her own
over the past two," said coach Hurst. "Kara
was a big part of our success last season, and
especially a big help this season with a
younger team as for varsity experience."
Mahoney average 13 ppg, 5 rebounds, 3
assists and 3 steals. She also had 17 blocks on
the season and led LHS with 37 three-point
shots.

"Grace is a great athlete who has become
a very good basketball player, and a problem
for opposing teams" said coach Hurst.
Graham averaged 12 ppg, 6 rebounds, 2
assists and 6 steals per game. She nabbed 136
steals for the season, shattering the former
Wolfpack record, which was 115.

Lorna Strieff and Erica Wade were
Honorable Mention picks for the red-and-white. "Lorna also has made huge improvements and
really jumped her stats up this year," explained coach Hurst. "Erica played her role well and
became more confident throughout the season." 

Strieff contributed 7 ppg, 6 rebounds, 1.3 assists and 2 steals per contest. Wade averaged 4.4
ppg, 3 rebounds, one assist and two steals per outing.

Said the coach, "I’m sure all 4 of these girls would agree though that the other 5 played a big
part in helping with receiving these honors. We’re one family and team.  I'm proud of all our
girls finishing 15-8 and getting to the District championship. Every one of our losses was to a
ranked team or Honorable Mention ranked."

Final Standings
Pewamo-Westphalia 16-0
Fowler 14-2
Portland St. Pats 12-4
Laingsburg 10-6
Potterville 8-8
Dansville 6-10
Bath 3-13
Saranac 3-13
Fulton 0-16
1st Team
Emma Riley - Fowler
Mia Riley - Fowler
Kara Mahoney - Laingsburg
Grace Graham - Laingsburg
Hannah Spitzley - Pewamo-Westphalia
Ellie Droste - Pewamo-Westphalia
Lydia Meredith - Portland St. Pats
2nd Team
Sophia Westphal - Bath
Erin Sherwood - Dansville
Kiera Thelen - Pewamo-Wetphalia
Sierra Kendrick - Potterville
Paigelyn Guernsey - Saranac
Samantha Teachworth - Portland St. Pats
Mara Schrauben - Portland St. Pats
Honorable Mention
Annabelle Klusack - Bath
Liz Smith - Dansville
Emma Halfman - Fowler
Kalani Koenigsknecht - Fowler
Miakoda Canfield - Fulton
Lorna Strieff - Laingsburg
Erica Wade - Laingsburg
Addison Bauer - Pewamo-Westphalia
Darby Lienerth - Potterville
Kaylee Bush - Potterville
Katelyn Russell - Portland St. Pats

Kara Mahoney
1st Team All Conference

Grace Graham
1st Team All Conference

Lorna Strieff
2nd Team All Conference

Erica Wade
2nd Team All Conference

Lauren Barton
1st Team All Conference

Caitlyn Walter
2nd Team All Conference

Madison Cunningham
Honorable Mention 

Kiah Longoria
Honorable Mention

O-E Girls Basketball All Conference

Emergency Small Business Relief Funds
Allocated to LEAP for Lansing Region 

submitted by Victoria Meadows
LANSING - Following more than a week of around the clock preparation, the Lansing

Economic Area Partnership has successfully secured $600,000 from the MEDC's Small
Business Relief Program to issue 60 $10,000 grants to small businesses across Clinton, Eaton
and Ingham counties that are suffering financial hardship as a result of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. The application is expected to be open March 27 or March 28, 2020, through Tuesday, March
31, 2020, and will be posted on LEAP's website at www.purelansing.com/businessrelief.

Since the emergency funds were announced by Governor Whitmer last week, LEAP has
worked to develop an application portal and to establish a fair and objective application region-
al review process. Within this framework, LEAP anticipates contacting awardees by April 6,
2020, with grants distributed to selected businesses by or around April 8, 2020.

"Over the last week, LEAP has heard from hundreds of small businesses in the region who
are struggling to stay afloat. LEAP's survey results tell us the best thing we can do to help right
now is to get grant funds out the door to them as quickly as possible," said Bob Trezise, presi-
dent and CEO of LEAP. "This will help a lot of our small businesses, but we also recognize we
won't be able to help every small business. We can make sure the funds we have to work with
are allocated fairly and distributed quickly. Additionally, we hope the expertise of our review
committee and local partner network will be a continued resource for all businesses in need of
assistance whether or not selected for the grants."

Small businesses wishing to apply for grant funds must be Michigan-based with under 50
employees (full or part time). Complete eligibility requirements, application scoring criteria,
description of the review process, FAQ and a map of local partners able to help businesses with
applying are being made available on LEAP's website at www.purelansing.com/businessrelief.

"We're most thankful to Governor Whitmer and the MEDC for their tremendous continued
leadership," said Trezise.



March 29,  2020 - THE MERIDIAN WEEKLY - FAX (989) 834-2066 - PHONE (989) 834-2264 - e-mail news@meridianweekly.com PAGE 9

Name: Name: Name: Name:
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Male or Female: Male or Female: Male or Female: Male or Female:

Player Signature: Player Signature: Player Signature: Player Signature:

Parent Signature: Parent Signature: Parent Signature: Parent Signature:

Captain: Contact Number: 

Carson Vincent Memorial Fund 2020
2nd Annual 3 on 3 Tournament

For boys and girls in 1st-12th, 
plus post high school

Sunday, May 31st
at Ovid-Elsie High School and middle school.

ALL proceeds go to the Carson James Vincent Memorial Fund.

Team information 
Teams can have 4 players per team.  Each player under the age of 18 must
have a signature from a parent.  Forms and checks must be sent in together.
All forms and fees must be in before team is considered “registered”.  Two
games guaranteed and a t-shirt for all players.  Registration deadline is 5pm on
May 8th, 2020. Parent signature required for all players under the age of 18.

Clip the entry form and mail to: 
Jackie Leavitt

8601 Woodworth Rd.,
Ovid, MI 48866

Cost: 3on3 entry fee is $60.00 due with registration form.  Entry fee includes tournament t-shirt
for every player. Check or money order can be made to:  Carson Vincent Memorial. 
Team check in: Registration begins at 7:30 am and games to start at 8:30 am.  Players will
receive their tournament t-shirt, court assignment, rules and schedule. 

Septic Tank Service
• Portable Restrooms • Commercial/Residential

• Septic Tank Cleaning • Drain Cleaning
Licensed & Insured

Call (989) 845-6280 • Chesaning

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

LAINGSBURG — Wolfpack senior Laingsburg guard
Connor Thomas really is all about the team.

His individual play also improved as his LHS career pro-
gressed -- enough to the point that he was recently recognized
as the Shiawassee Area Athlete of the Week, as named by the
Owosso Argus-Press. He was also honored on the 2019-20 All-
Central Michigan Athletic Conference basketball team.

“As long as our team’s successful, I’m fine with whatever
my performance is like,” Thomas said.

His selfless approach to the game didn’t gone unnoticed, as
Laingsburg head coach Daniel Morrill praised Thomas’ contri-
butions.

“Connor is an unbelievably selfless young man and a
coach’s dream,” said Morrill. “All he does is work hard and has
put the team in front of himself all year.”

Thomas said he is more than happy with his role on the
team as a sort of spark-plug off the bench.

“I like being the sixth man,” he said. “I’ve always been an
off-the-ball guard and I think (playing off the bench) fits my
playing style well.”

Thomas was a part of Laingsburg basketball all four years,
starting at the freshmen level before working his way up to var-
sity.

“(Junior varsity) was good for me and that’s where my
game started to improve,” he said. “Last year I didn’t see the
floor very much because I missed eight games with a hip injury.
But this year I was back and I’d say it went pretty good.”

Thomas proved to be a key role player for the Wolfpack. In
a crucial game against Central Michigan Athletic Conference
(CMAC) rival Potterville, Thomas was the second-leading

Connor Thomas was also a stellar defender for the Wolfpack,
in addition to his skills on offense.

Thomas a Key Contributor in Wolfpack’s CMAC Title Run 

Sports

scorer for the Wolfpack — scoring 13 points off the bench in a
76-74 win. One week later, Thomas made arguably the play of
the year for the Wolfpack, when he raced the length of the floor
with :03 seconds left in the third quarter to swish a running
three-point shot. The play was pivotal in a one-point win over
Fowler -- a victory that proved pivotal in LHS earning a share
of the CMAC title.

Thomas said the Potterville performance was one of his
favorites of his high school career.

“Our big goal was to win the conference and win the dis-
tricts,” he said  Laingsburg was one win away from that
District Championship when the MHSAA suspended play due

to the COVID-19 outbreak. The Wolves would have taken on
Dansville for the District crown at Bath.

After graduation Thomas is planning on attending Lansing
Community College for two years and then transferring to
Central Michigan University.

He’s not sure what he will study, but he does know that ath-
letics will continue to be a part of his life.

“I always plan on continuing to play pickup ball and maybe
like slow-pitch softball when I’m older, but nothing real com-
petitive at the collegiate level,” he said.
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Applebee Oil
& Propane
108 N. Mill St.,

Ovid

989-834-2828 or
800-882-0876

MICHIGAN
LIVESTOCK

SERVICE
Serving the Farm Community

989-834-2661
110 N. Main St., Ovid

M-F 9:30-3:30pm; Sat. 9:30-12:30pm

(989) 251- 8531

PERU 
Competitive Rates

Quality Work

Now Scheduling Small Indoor Projects
Bathrooms • Flooring • Kitchens 

Handyman &
Landscaping

Ray Peru

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a 

double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a 

circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People

Find What They’re Looking For!

BIGGER’S COMPLETE

FLOOR COVERING, INC.

100 North Delaney Rd.
Owosso, MI 48867

Carpet • Vinyl • Hardwood • Ceramic
Free Estimates

Terry Bigger • Owner

Ph. 989-729-1800 • Fax: 989-729-9000

2

Scharnweber
Well Drilling

517-651-2211
Family Owned Business
Serving the Laingsburg & Surrounding

Communities for Over 20 Years.

KEVIN’S BODY SHOP & TOWING
“YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP”“YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP”

Body Work • Auto Repair • Towing • Mufflers • Tires • Alignments
Brakes • Diagnostics • Tune Ups • Engine Work • Suspensions • Air
Conditioning • Lube & Oil • Performance & Stock Mufflers • Custom

Pipe Bending • Interstate Batteries • Rims • Courtesy Cars

(989) 862-5026
7575 N. Hollister Rd., Elsie

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5
After Hours By Appt.

BNM TRAILER
SALES, INC.

989-862-5252

We Do Sandblasting
7577 N. Hollister Rd. Elsie

Custom Trailers
Enclosed • Utility • Lawn 

• Construction

Self-Storage Units

9596 E. M-21, Ovid

Open Units Available
•4 Sizes Available

989-862-4102

Storage Solutions

Advertise Your
Business Here

only$22
per week!

For More Info:
989-834-2264

Use Your Senses to
Complete the 2020

Census
Andy,
Since receiving several notices and

reminders to complete the Census, I am annoyed to get another letter dated this week from the
US Census Bureau to add one more thing to my worry list during the flu pandemic. Why are we
doing this right now? And what is it about anyway? Thank you for your advice column. I read
everything in the local papers.   

Buddy
Dear Buddy,
You must not have remembered your civics lesson from high school; the United States

Census is taken every 10 years (decade).   I am sure the letters were written and scheduled for
mailing them long before we began receiving them.    The date due is always April 1st every 10
years.   Move this from your “worry” list to your “to-do” list.

It takes less than 10 minutes on the web site:  My2020census.gov.  Enter the code that was
provided in your letter   It only asks a few questions documenting the persons living in your
home.  Only one person per household need to fill out the form.   Easy Cheesy.  It takes longer
to order a pizza.

The Census Bureau has given the public 2 weeks extension to complete the questionnaire.
You must completely fill out the form once you begin.  For best results, turn off “cookies” tem-
porarily.   As for the many reasons for the census…understanding the population and the demo-
graphic allows the government to distribute monies for projects and budgets for local govern-
ments and in making decisions towards the best funding to meet needs of our communities.

Completing the Census will direct billions of dollars in federal funds to local communities
for schools, roads, and other public services. Results from the 2020 Census will be used to deter-
mine the number of seats each state has in Congress and your political representation at all lev-
els of government.   “By law, response is required; all answers are confidential” according to
Census Director, S. Dillingham.   

If a person is unsure of using a computer, have questions or a request for a preferred lan-
guage it can be handled by calling 1-844-330-2020.  WARNING:  No one is expected to come
to your door during the governors “stay at home” proclamation until the Coronavirus is under
control or eradicated.   No one will come to the door to give citizens a medical test and no one
except the person who gave you the virus test will call you for any information over the tele-
phone.  Do not give any personal information to unknown sources.  Scammers are on the rise.
NEVER give out information such as your Social Security number or Bank and Credit Union
account numbers.    

Be Safe and Be Healthy, Andy email: ask_andy@aol.com

Ask
Andy

Have a Question 
for Andy?

Submit them to:

ask_andy@aol.com

You can also mail or drop questions
off to: Meridian Weekly 

P.O. Box 11, Ovid, MI 48866

Godliness and growth in times of
suffering

Sometimes the way for us
become more godly is for God to
take us down a path of suffering. 

It is a path that we would have
never chosen on our own.

I know that I wouldn't. If I was
given the path of comfort and ease
and the path of suffering, and if I didn't know the end result of both, then sure, I would choose
the path of comfort and ease every time.

Yes, we can learn some things going down this road and we can be changed a little bit as we
travel down it.

But the path of comfort and ease is not going to grow and stretch us into godliness like only
the path of pain and suffering can. 

When we go through hard times, suffering, trials, crises, the why questions. That is some-
thing different.

While on this road, God can change, mold and shape us in a different way than when we're
on the road of ease and comfort.

Sometimes when we're on the hard road, there can be spots that are unique. When we're real-
ly in the ringer. When we are really going through it.

It's when life seems unbearable. When we have a problem that we've tried to solve, which is
good to try and do, but we were unsuccessful. Now we're backed into a corner with nowhere to
go. We have no answers. No more resources. No solutions.

At such times it is just us and God. We know that only God can come through for us. And
that if God doesn't come through, then we're sunk. It's over. We have no solution to this problem
on our own.

If we let it, this can actually be a very wonderful time of blessing. I don't think that anyone
would willingly choose it, but if we're there and we don't turn away from God, then God can use
that time to shape us and mold us and change us. To bring us into a deeper, more mature rela-
tionship with Him.

We'll see God in ways that we've never seen before.
We'll experience God in ways that we've never experienced before.
God will reveal parts of Himself that we previously knew nothing about.
We can only experience these rich blessings through going down the road o f pain and suf-

fering and through those unique times of crisis while on that road.
If you happen to be there now, stick with it. I've been there myself. 
Let the Lord work through you and ask Him for strength and patience to see it through.
God knows what you are going through and He is always with you.

Religious 
Thoughts

by Chris Hearn
tohearns@yahoo.com
www.letsmeetgod.com

Editorial 



C L A S S I F I E D  D I R E C T O R Y

FERRALL’S FIREWOOD:
Good quality hardwood.
$50/face cord plus delivery. 
Family owned & operated since
1978. (989) 862-4453; (989)
666-0561.                            1156tf
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J & M WELL DRILLING &

Service, Inc. Emergency

Service. Perry 517-675-5956

Owosso 989-743-5626

Point of Sale Work, 5” PVC

Well Drilling, Well Repairs,

Pumps and Tanks,

Chlorinating and Testing.

www.waterhelpnow.com.  TF          

ELSIE: Elsie American Legion
Hall Rental. 220 S. Ovid, St.,
Elsie. Call for more information
(989) 834-2438 or (989) 277-
3480                                      EOW
--------------------------------------------

FOR RENT: March Special!

Large one bedroom apartment

in Elsie. Heat included. Call

989-862-4227.

1512tf

-----------------------------------------

ELSIE: Efficiency apartment,

2nd floor. All utilities included.

No smoking or pets. $450/mo.

plus deposit. Ed Thornton 989-

862-4889

1497tf

-----------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS

APT FOR RENT

MEET SINGLES: right now! No

paid operators, just real people

like you. Browse greetings,

exchange messages and con-

nect live. Try it free. Call now:

855-247-5909                  CPM

-----------------------------------------

HAY FOR SALE: 1st and 2nd

cutting. Phone 989-277-2711                               

1518

-----------------------------------------

METAL ROOFING: Regular

and shingle style, HALF OFF

ON SPECIAL COLORS! Also,

lifetime asphalt shingles avail-

able. Licensed and insured

builders. Quality work for 40

years!  517-575-3695      CPM

-----------------------------------------

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING: Forever! LeafFilter, the

most  advanced debris-blocking

gutter protection. Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter estimate today!

%15 off Entire Purchase. 10%

Senior & Military Discounts. Call

1-844-369-2501                CPM

-----------------------------------------

REACH ACROSS MI: with a

MegaMarket Statewide

Classified Ad!  Over 1.9 million

weekly in-home circulation just

$249 per week!  Buy 3 ads –

Get 1 Free!  Call 800.783.0267               

CPM

-----------------------------------------

LAND WANTED
WANTED: Farm land wanted to
rent for 2020 & beyond. Also
farm land to purchase on land
contract. Contact Don Cuthbert
at (517) 881-1724, or e-mail
don.cuthbert@yahoo.com.  

1450tf
-----------------------------------------

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED:
Internet. As Low As

$14.95/month (for the first 3

months.) Reliable High Speed

Fiber Optic Technology. Stream

Videos, Music and More! Call

Earthlink Today! 

1-844-275-3510                CPM

-----------------------------------------

DENTAL INSURANCE: From

Physicians Mutual Insurance

Company. NOT just a discount

plan, REAL coverage for [350]

procedures. Call 1-877-253-

3162 for details. 

www.denta l50p lus .com/55

6119-0219                     CPM

-----------------------------------------

BECOME A PUBLISHED
AUTHOR: Publications sold at

all major secular & specialty

Christian bookstores. CALL

Christian Faith Publishing for

your FREE author submission

kit. 1-866-945-3813           CPM

-----------------------------------------

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy

Any Condition Vehicle, 2002

and Newer.  Competitive Offer!

Nationwide FREE Pick Up! Call

Now For a Free Quote!  

888-366-5659                        CPM

-----------------------------------------

DIRECTV: Switch and Save!

$39.99/month. Select All-

Included Package. 155

Channels. 1000s of

Shows/Movies On Demand.

FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade.

Premium movie channels,

FREE for 3 mos! Call 1-888-

351-0154                        CPM

-----------------------------------------

DISH NETWORK: $59.99 For

190 Channels! Add High Speed

Internet for ONLY

$19.95/month. Call Today for

$100 Gift Card! Best Value &

Technology. FREE Installation.

Call 1-866-950-6757 (some

restrictions apply)           CPM

-----------------------------------------

AMISH BUILT: mini cabins or

storage sheds delivered to your

site anywhere in Michigan!

Starting at $2,500.00.

mynextbarn.com   

989-832-1866                   CPM

-----------------------------------------

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY: Receive maximum

value of write off for your taxes.

Running or not!  All conditions

accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for

details. 855-413-9672        CPM

-----------------------------------------

VACATION CABINS FOR
RENT: in Canada. Fish for

abundant walleye, perch, north-

ern pike.  Boats, motors, gaso-

line included.  For free brochure

call Hugh 1-800-426-2550

www.CanadianFishing.com                  

CPM

-----------------------------------------

SERVICES
HANDYMAN SNOW
REMOVAL: Driveways and
sidewalks. Also will haul away
junk. Call Jim 517-881-9977.

1499tf
-----------------------------------------

AIR CONDITIONED HALL: $500
and $300 for 1/2 hall rental. St.
Johns K of C. Call rental agent
Roger Dershem (989) 224-4072,
(989) 227-2233 or (989) 640-
1313.  EOW
--------------------------------------------

HALL RENTAL

WE INSTALL: Steel roofs on

high barns. Free estimates. Ask

for John 616-527-3635

1512t12

-----------------------------------------

FARM 

RECENTLY DIAGNOSED
WITH LUNG CANCER and 60+

years old? Call Now! You and

your family may be entitled to a

SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD.

Call 855-603-1125 today. Free

Consultation. No Risk.

CPM

-----------------------------------------

FOR SALE

ADJUSTABLE BED: Brand

New with Imcomfort gel memory

foam mattress.  Retail Cost

$3,995.00, sacrifice for $575.00.

Call for showing or delivery:

989-615-2951.                               

CPM

-----------------------------------------

POND STOCKING
FISH FOR STOCKING: Most
varieties, pond - lakes. Laggisʼ
Fish Farm. (269) 628-2056,
days or (269) 624-6215,
evenings.                     1514t12
----------------------------------------

AUTOS WANTED

MARK’S LAWN CARE: Now

scheduling for lawn mowing and

rototilling. call 989-862-4192

                                        1517t2

-----------------------------------------
MISCELLANEOUS

SERVICES

HEATING & 
COOLING

204 S. Main Street,
P.O. Box 463, Ovid, MI

48866

(989) 834-6288
www.billsheatingcooling.com

Sales & Service

Licensed and Insured
Fireplaces

Thornton & Sons
Construction & Design Inc.

• Remodeling Specialists • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Wood Basements • New Homes • Architectural Design

Phone: 989-862-4889 

Licensed Builder
Lead Certified Renovator

Veterans Affairs Approved

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People

Find What They’re Looking For! 1

Holes - N - More - LLC
6 in. 12 in. 18 in.  24 in. 30 in. Holes

“Your Hole is Our Goal”
Insured

Ron Keck

Cell 517-896-5261

Concrete Tear-Out and Replace
New Concrete Flat Work
Preparation for Concrete

FERRALL’S TREE

“Old Fashioned Service with Modern Technology”

Experienced • Equipped • Insured
Stump Removal

989-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561

3 ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS ON STAFF

Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc.

We beat all LOCAL competitors rates GUARANTEED!

SPECIALTY SALVAGE

CURBSIDE GARBAGE SERVICE

FREE Curb Cart Rental For Seniors 
Serving Clinton • Gratiot • Saginaw Counties.

989-725-8062Owosso:

Buying all scrap metals: 
Autos & Junk Equipment. 

One stop for all your 
recycling & waste needs.

Miller/Bartz
Septic

200 ft. of hose

2 Locations
Ovid

834-2733
Owosso

743-5055

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a 
double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a 
circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

• Full Service 
Auto Repair

9779 M-21, Ovid
(989) 834-5031

Floors - Sidewalks - Driveways - Pole Barn
Garages - Foundations

989-834-2997

Brand Builders
Jerry Orweller

CONCRETE

Residential - Commercial
ROOFS

Bobcat Service of All Types

MATT’S TOWING &
ROAD SERVICE
(989) 640-7381

Auto Repair (989) 834-5511

9055 E. M-21 • Ovid

Residential or
Commercial

Call Jay:
517-980-0468

BLAINE JUNK
REMOVAL

ARTHRITIS, COPD, Joint pain
or Mobility Issues on the Stairs?

**STOP STRUGGLING** Give

your life a lift! An Acron Stairlift

is a perfect solution! A BBB

Rating. Call now for $250 OFF

your purchase. FREE DVD &

brochure. 1-855-280-6240.

CPM

-----------------------------------------

HIGH SPEED INTERNET. We

instantly compare speed, pric-

ing, availability to find the best

service for you needs. Starting

at $39.99/month! Quickly com-

pare offers from top providers.

Call 1-844-290-4010.       CPM

-----------------------------------------

FISHING

HOMES FOR SALE
HORSE FARM NEAR TECUM-
SEH, MI for sale. Four bedroom

home; 200x100 horse barn;

80x200 riding arena; 14 box

stalls. Beautiful Eight Acres of

property. Call Mike at 989-835-

1581.                 

CPM

-----------------------------------------

MATTRESSES

BUSINESS SERVICES

MEDICAL
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
100 Generic Pills SPECIAL

$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%

guaranteed. 24.7 CALL NOW!

888-835-7273 Hablamos

Espanol                              

CPM

-----------------------------------------

OXYGEN - Anytime.

Anywhere.No tanks to refill. No

deliveries.The All-New Inogen

One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA

approved. FREE info kit. 855-

970-1066.                           

CPM

-----------------------------------------

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
60 pills for $99.00. 100 pills for

$150 FREE shipping. Money

back guaranteed! Save Now! 

1-844-743-8144         CPM                       
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COUPON

COUPON

Ovid Outdoor Power
9055 M-21, Ovid

Save

Right Now
20 Point Tune-Up

Only $99.95
Similiar Savings on Push Mower Tune-Ups

Pickup &
Delivery
Available

Phone:
834-5511

Spring Tractor & 
Zero Turn 

Tune-Up Special!

$50
Regular
$149.95 plus

parts

ovidoutdoorpower@gmail.com

Joe Huff • (989) 666-6529

• Roofing

• Metal Roofing

• Concrete

• Demolition

• Masonry

• Rough Framing
T&J Builders
and Excavating

1501 Glastonbury
Saint Johns, MI 48879
Cell: (989) 277-4826
Office: (989) 224-0800
Email: ckwlong@yahoo.com

CAROLYN LONG
REALTOR®

Pine Hills GC Temporarily
Shut Down 

LAINGSBURG — Following the Executive Order 2020-21
and our Shiawassee County Health Department Pine Hills Golf
Course is temporarily shut down to all public activity till April
14th as directed in the order.  This means we CANNOT have
any public persons on the golf course during this temporary
shutdown.

We will have minimal staff continuing to care and maintain
the golf course. When we reopen the course, it will be ready for
play. 

We do appreciate your patience and value the health and
safety of you and families during this unprecedented time.

See you soon
Greg and Michelle Beavers
Owners
Pine Hills Golf Course.

Still Time to Apply for
LAFCU’s 5K in College 

Scholarships 
submitted by Jan Jenkins
LANSING — There’s still time for Michigan high school

seniors to apply for one of two $2,500 college scholarships
awarded via the unique 2020 LAFCU Write to Educate Essay
Contest. The entry deadline is March 31.

The contest awards two $2,500 scholarships (total $5,000)
and asks each recipient to designate a charity for a $500 dona-
tion from LAFCU. The scholarships can be used at any accred-
ited Michigan college or university beginning fall 2020.

Lansing State Journal is the community sponsor of the con-
test.

“LAFCU believes that higher education should be within
reach of anyone who has the passion to pursue it,” said Kelli
Ellsworth Etchison, LAFCU chief marketing officer. “That’s
why recipients are selected based solely on their one-page
essay without regard to other factors such as grades. Every stu-
dent who is a high school senior in Michigan qualifies to apply
for this scholarship.”

The Lansing-based credit union is chartered to serve people
and businesses throughout Michigan.

For the essay, applicants are asked to examine technology
in their life: Does it have a positive or negative effect on their
personal safety? For example, how do they handle texting and
driving, whether for themselves or others? The winning essays
will be published in the Lansing State Journal.

For the charity donations, each winner will select one of the
following organizations for a $500 donation from LAFCU:

•     The Arc of Mid-Michigan
•     Child and Family Charities
•     CASA for Kids
Applicants do not need to be LAFCU members.
Information is at www.lafcu.com/lafcumyway where

entries can also be uploaded.

Commodity Supplemental Food
Program (CSFP for Seniors) 

submitted by Rebecca Zemla 
Applications for the Commodity Supplemental Food

Program (Senior CSFP) are currently being taken by phone.
This program provides nutritious food, on a monthly basis, to
low-income residents of Shiawassee County who are 60 years
of age or above.

Persons 60 years of age or older must meet the 130%
Poverty index. Family size 1 - $16,588; family size 2 - $22,412;
family size 3 - $28,236. For each additional family member add
- $5,824.

Distribution for Shiawassee County will begin April 7,
2020.

The process - As it stands now, the procedure will be drive
through. You will begin on Corunna Avenue, drive to the ramp
area (there maybe a line - STAY IN YOUR CAR - and you will
wait your turn.) Please have your ID in your hand for verifica-
tion. We will check off your name at the back of the building
where your food will be put in your vehicle and you may drive
out the back driveway. This will be a one way drive-through;
AT NO POINT WILL YOU LEAVE YOUR VEHICLE. This
PROCESS  is being put into place to protect you and CACS
staff.

If you don not already have someone designated to pick up
your food, you may call the CACS office at 989-723-3115 and
let us know who you are designating to pick it up If you are not

registered, please call the office
at 989-723-3115 to pre-register.

Available hours are 9:00
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

“Michiganʼs Trusted Propane & LP Gas Company”

The SafeCenter Annual Dinner
Has Been Postponed Until Oct. 22

submitted by Stephanie Molnar
After being quarantine in our homes, we’ll all need some-

thing fun to look forward to!
Please see the attached the formal invitation for

SafeCenter’s annual dinner.
Thursday, October 22, 2020 from| 5:30-7:30 pm at D'Mar

Banquet and Conference Center, 1488 N Michigan 52, Owosso
MI 48867.

Please contact us for price.
RSVP BY FRIDAY, October 5, 2020 to Stephanie at (989)

720-4572. stephanie@thesafecenter.org

Support Your Local Restaurants

ORDER TAKE-OUT
Country Kitchen       (989) 834-9640

Main Bar                   (989) 834-5389

Main Street Pizza     (989) 834-2295

FooG’s Pizza            (989) 862-5031

Tammy’s Bakery       (517) 651-1989

Twilliger’s Tavern      (517) 651-9911

PDP’s Pizza               (517) 651-2199

Lil G’s Italian             (989) 545-7090


