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Rep. Filler Stands up for Local 4-H Kids,
County Fairs 

submitted by Christina
Guenthner

State Rep. Graham Filler, a
member of the House
Agriculture Committee, this
week listened to testimony from
4-H kids and community fair
organizers about the detrimental
impact COVID-19 restrictions
could have on young people if
fairs and 4-H programs are not
allowed to offer in-person activ-
ities this year.

In 2020, Michigan State
University Extension canceled
all face-to-face activities for its
programs, including 4-H, as a
result of state pandemic orders.
Filler believes fairs and the
showing of animals can and
should go forward this year in a safe manner.

“Listening to the passionate testimony from these young people was incredibly moving,”
Filler said. “It’s clear that kids in our communities benefit tremendously from 4-H programs and
fairs. These are great programs that offer young people a place to belong while teaching person-
al responsibility, confidence and teamwork. It would be a shame if they miss out on another full
year of experiences.”

Filler welcomed Logan Hagerty, a 19-year-old FFA and 4-H participant from Clinton
County’s Victor Township, who testified about the important role 4-H has had in his life.

“It has been a phenomenal experience,” Hagerty said, describing how his experiences at the
Clinton County Fair helped him decide to pursue a career in the agricultural industry. “Had I not
gotten a chance to exhibit at the fair and share my passion with others, I would probably still be
aimlessly wandering.”

State Rep. Graham Filler welcomes Luke Hagerty to the
House Agriculture Committee, where Luke gave testimony on
the importance role 4-H plays in the lives of young people.

Happy 100th Birthday Scholastic Books
by Deb Price

With March being reading month, Gayla and Bonnie Ehlert
decided to make their next window project one that would recog-
nize the 100th Birthday of Scholastic Books. Due to scholastic
book sales being low due to the pandemic, the Mother and daugh-
ter team has invited elementary teachers from Leonard and KK
Knight as well as both of the libraries in Elsie and Ovid to join
them in working on a project to put a book in every child’s hands.

Scholastic was formed in 1920 by Maurice R. Robinson.  He
entered the book club business in 1940. In the 1960’s entered in
the publishing business, in the 1980’s entered into the book fair
business and in 2012, Scholastic bought Weekly Reader
Publishing and co-branded the magazines as “Scholastic
News/Weekly Reader. The mission was to place reading material
into the hands of children at an affordable price and to have cur-
rent understandable information for different reading levels.
Today, the company is an American multinational publishing,
education and media company that published and distributes
comics, books and educational materials for schools, parents and
children. Products are distributed through retail and online sales
through schools via reading clubs and book fairs.

Retired OE elementary teacher, Leann Martin, who was a student at North Elementary,
remembers fondly ordering a book or two from the book fair. As a teacher she loved the experi-
ence with Scholastic. She was able to earn free books for her classroom thru the “Bonus Points”
they offered. “During my teaching career, thru the program, we were provided hundreds of
books for the classroom. Getting books into the hands of kids encouraged them to keep a life-
long love of reading, said Martin.

In recognization of
the 100th birthday of
Scholastic, donation
boxes will be placed at
various locations in
Elsie and Ovid. All
monies donated from the
public will be devided
between the two ele-
mentary’s and used to
buy more books for kids.
Be sure and stop by the
window displays  next to
the Ovid Post Office and
experience the History
of Scholostic and the
individuals who have
dedicated their lives to
bring reading into our
lives.

Admission Limits Have Been Raised to 
50% for all Indoor Events

Effective Friday, March 5, 2021 and extending until further guidance from the health
department, Governor’s office and MHSAA , Ovid-Elsie High School and Middle School
will begin allowing up to 50% capacity for indoor athletic events. The capacity of our high
school gym would allow for a maximum of 355 spectators per event and 245 spectators at
events held in our middle school. Given this change, we will now begin charging at home
athletic events effective Friday, March 5th. There will be a charge of $5 for individual atten-
dees and $10 for families. We ask that you please pay with exact change, if possible. 

While we are eager to see more faces in the bleachers, we ask that you please be mind-
ful that there is still limited seating available. Please try to keep your family’s attendance to
a maximum of 5 spectators to allow for all athletes’ families to be able to attend. We will
still be asking for name and contact information upon entrance into the facility for contact
tracing purposes. 

Athletic events hosted at other MMAC (Mid-Michigan Activities Conference) venues
may allow for more or less patrons based on the size of their facilities. Non-conference
events will also have varying allowances as well. We will notify parents and athletes of the
capacity limits and rules for other schools as we learn of them. At this time, please expect
to pay admission at other school venues. The maximum number allowed at indoor events,
based on the new health department order, is 375 patrons regardless of the facility’s capac-
ity. 

Please understand that these regulations and protocols are subject to change. We will
notify you as soon as possible when changes occur. 

We appreciate your continued support of Ovid-Elsie Athletics. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the high school office at 989-862-4237 ext. 1800 or 1804. 

Go Marauders! 
Sincerely, 
Jesse Johnson 
O-E Athletic Director 
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Social

Marr’s Furniture & Mattress
M-21 Across from Walmart ~ 989-723-5436

Serving Owosso and  Local Areas for Over 50 Years

• Living Room • Bedroom 

• Amish Furniture • Recliners

• Sofas • Mattresses

12775 Escanaba Drive Suite 1
Dewitt MI 48820

Kari Dickenson
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS-DEWITT

Associate Broker

Cell: 517-819-6139
Office: 517-669-8118
karidrealtor®gmail.com
karidickenson.remax-michigan.com

Each office Independentally Owned & Operated

Furniture
Restoration

Wooden 
Nickel 

1125 Mak-Tech Drive, #D
Lansing 48906 • 517-708-0507
woodennickelrefinishing.com

Hours of Operation: Confirmed
Appointment Only

• Repair

• Stripping

• Upholstery

• Canning

• Refinishing

• Free

Estimates

• Pick up &

Delivery

Available

WE’VE
MOVED!

WINTER SPECIAL

OFF ANY $100 SERVICE

$20 OFF

MILLER’S SOFT WATER
For Clean, Rust-Free Water. 

Save on Soaps & Detergents
WE RENT OR SELL
TruSoft Fully Automatic Water 

Softening Service
We Service All Makes. (Salt Sales & Deliveries)

9450 E. M-21, Ovid • 989-834-5012

Music Maker DJ’s
Event Planning Service

“We Put The Beat In Your Feet”
Music Makers Kevin and Tracy...

One of the BEST DJ 
Services Around!

Call Kevin Somers at (989) 661-2348

ST. JOHNS K of C #3281
2021 Fish Fry Schedule

3:30 pm to 6:30 pm Fridays
March 12, 19, 26 TAKE OUT ONLY

Limited Take Out Items: $12 each
1. Fried Fish w/Steak Fries or
2. Baked Fish w/Baked Potato

(Sides include: Green beans, coleslaw,
applesauce, dinner roll)

1108 N. US-27

0 Trans Fat Oil Used

No Advance Orders...Drive Thru Only

One Line from North Drive

Kemry K. Coulter
Craig and Kayla Coulter of Lansing welcomed their daugh-

ter, Kemry K. Coulter on March 1, 2021. She weighed 7lbs, 11
oz.

Great grandmother is Ellie Bowles of Ovid. 

Sorting is Important at Clinton County Drop
Off Recycling Sites 

submitted by Kate Neese
Clinton County Department of Waste

Management would like to remind residents to
take the time to properly sort their recyclables
into the proper containers at the Rural
Recycling Sites. The Rural Recycling Sites are
located in Fowler and Maple Rapids.
Acceptable materials include all colored glass
bottles & jars, metal cans, household plastic
containers numbered #1 to #7 (NO Styrofoam
or plastic bags please), newspapers, magazines,
office paper, junk mail, cardboard and
boxboard (NO waxy coated freezer boxes
please). Please remember to empty all recy-
clables before placing them into the proper bin.

Contamination has been a problem specifi-
cally at the Fowler drop off site in all of the
recycling containers.

Please help keep the cost of recycling down
and make sure what is put into the bin can be recycled. When in doubt, please contact our office
at (989) 224-5186 or email recycle@clinton-county.org or check out our website www.clinton-
county.org.March is

Reading
Month at the
Ovid Public

Library
The days are getting

longer but the weather is still
cold and dreary. It’s the per-
fect time to read a book or
two. 

The Ovid Public Library
will be hosting a Childrens
Reading Challenge for the
month of March. This is open
to kids aged 0-18 . The read-
ing challenge will start March
1 and run through March 31.

For every book the child
reads they will need to fill out
an entry for a drawing which
will be held on Friday, April 2.
Winners will be able to choose
a prize from the prize cart. We
will be drawing for three dif-
ferent winners.

Also during the challenge
we will be handing out read-
ing bingo cards. For every
Bingo the child gets they can
pick out a book and add to
their collection. 

Remember that we are still
operating with limited hours
and occupancy restrictions.
Our current hours are Monday
10-7, Wednesdays 10-5 and
Fridays 10-5. If you have any
questions you can call us at
989-834-5800.

Clinton County Catalyst Executive Committee
Elected 

submitted by Dru Mitchell
DeWitt, MI – The Clinton County Economic Alliance (CCEA) is pleased to announce the

2021 officers elected by the Board of Director and the Executive Committee members who will
serve through December 31, 2021. They are: 

• Craig Bishop, Chairman of the Board. Mr. Bishop is 
Market President/Middle Market Commercial Lending with TCF Bank; 
• David Kudwa, Vice Chairman. Mr. Kudwa is Deputy City 
Manager/Community Development Director of the City of St. Johns; 
• Nicholas Bancroft, Treasurer. Mr. Bancroft is CEO of AgroLiquid; 
• Rounding out the Executive Committee are Mike Bills, principal with MB Strategies LLC, 
Allen Blower, partner with Clark Construction Co., 
Beth Daugherty, MPH, President of Sparrow Clinton Hospital, 
and Dr. Wayne Petroelje, superintendent of Clinton County RESA. 
President and CEO Dru L. Mitchell will continue as Secretary to the Board. 
“CCEA would like to thank outgoing Board Chairman Kathryn Burkholder of Consumers

Energy for her dedicated service to the organization and leadership as board chairman the past
two years,” said CCEA Chairman Bishop. 

Additional members of the 2021 Board are: Patricia Barnas – First National Bank of
Michigan, Jessica 

Chant-Smith – Bingham Township, Dan Coss - City of DeWitt, Bruce DeLong - Clinton
County Board of 

Commissioners, Kurt Hanus – Mercantile Bank; Charles Hauser – Granger Waste Services,
Brian Holland 

– DTN Management, Shawn Middleton – Spicer Group, Inc., David North – MWC LLC,
Charles ‘Rusti’ 

Owens – C2AE, Travis Roberts – Tri-Area Trucking School, James Rundell – Sam Eyde Co.,
Kaylan Kennel – 

Michigan Milk Producers Association, Nicholas Tafelsky – Bath Charter Township, James
Tedder – ITC 

Michigan, Jessica Tramontana – Consumers Energy, and Brett Wittenberg – DeWitt Charter
Township. 

Visit clintoncountycatalyst.org to connect with members and partners, learn about resources,
and discover opportunities in Clinton County. Join the catalyst movement today! 
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Ashley Schools Kindergarten Round-Up
It’ s That Time of Year Again...

Friday, March 19, 2021 at Ashley School Media Center

8:30am - 2:30pm

Children who will 

be 5 years old by 

Sept. 1, 2021 or 

Dec. 1, 2021 with

waiver are eligible 

for Kindergarten!

Call Deanna Hardman

(989) 847-4000 

ext. 1003

to set up 

appointment.

LLOYD MILLER & SONS, INC.

OPEN HOUSE
March 1 - 13, 2021

BEST PARTS BUY OF THE YEAR

ASK ABOUT OUR PRE-PAY PARTS DIS-

FILTERS • BATTERIES

Due to Covid 19 we are unable to serve lunch 
3695 E. M-21, Corunna, MI 48817 • (989) 743-4049

We are saddened by the passing of our Dear Wife, Mother and
Grandmother Judy Miller. She was the center of our famiy and

this business. She will be greatly missed by many.

GENUINE
PARTS

GENUINE
PARTS

Engine & Hydraulic Oil, Bulk • Twine 
• Sweeps & Disc Blades

Factory Representatives On Hand
See Our Line of New & Used Equipment

Bring The Family & Meet Our Staff

Public Welcome...
BREAKFAST
Every Sunday

8am-11am
Laingsburg 

American Legion

Post 248

1240 E. Grand River

(517) 651-6050

LAFCU CEO Patrick Spyke Named 
Michigan MVP 

submitted by Jan Jenkins
LANSING — LAFCU CEO Patrick Spyke has been

named a 2021 Most Valuable Professional (MVP) by
Corp! Magazine.

The statewide business publication’s MVP award
program recognizes individuals who are making
Michigan a better place to live and work by creating job
opportunities, driving economic growth, nurturing com-
munity advancement or leading successful companies.

“Receiving this award is humbling, especially
because I view success not based on my own awards, but
by the awards of my team members,” Spyke said. “We
have an amazing team at LAFCU.

“Throughout my 40-year-plus career I have been
truly blessed to work in the credit union industry that’s
driven by the philosophy of ‘people helping people.’
I’ve tried to be an advocate of doing what’s right,
whether it’s for the community or for my team at
LAFCU and its members.”

Spyke has worked for the Lansing-based credit union nearly 30 years and has led it as CEO
since 2016. Founded in 1936, LAFCU now employs approximately 150 and serves more than
68,000 people and businesses throughout Michigan.

Corp! Magazine honored Spyke as an MVP at a virtual award presentation, and he will be
featured in the magazine’s March/April ePublication.

Spyke’s winning nomination focused on his mentoring of coworkers, developing quality
member services, leveraging technology for member benefit, and addressing community issues
via legislative advocacy and working with local charities.

Specific to his leadership of LAFCU’s pandemic response, the nomination identified the
credit union’s prioritization of protecting the health of employees and members; helping mem-
bers survive financially, and supporting the community:

Within days of the March 2020 Michigan “Stay Home, Stay Safe” Executive Order, more
than 90% of LAFCU employees could work from the safety of their homes, including tellers
operating the Interactive Teller Machines located at all branch drive-thrus.

A virtual wellness resource was added as an employee benefit to address stress caused by the
rapidly changing environment — the resource provides free access to nutrition guidance, fitness
challenges and stress management strategies.

Members received more than $13 million in financial relief through waived fees, special
loans, government and non-government-insured mortgage modifications, and government-guar-
anteed loans.

Community support included financial donations to organizations distributing food to those
in need (equating to 23,000 meals) and two charities supporting families and people with dis-
abilities; lunches to front-line health care workers and families receiving help from the local
Ronald McDonald House; and doubling scholarship dollars awarded to high school seniors par-
ticipating in a LAFCU essay contest.

Spyke serves on the executive boards of two credit union service organizations, Member
Driven Technologies and Member First Mortgage. He’s also a board member for Greater
Lansing Food Bank and is helping to lead its capital campaign. He was named 2020 Credit
Union Professional of the Year by the Michigan Credit Union League for his leadership and
accomplishments in 2019 that bettered LAFCU and the statewide credit union movement.

Patrick Spyke

MDARD Director McDowell
Issues Emergency Rules to

Protect Agricultural Workers
submitted by Jen Holton

LANSING — The Michigan Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development Director Gary McDowell issued
Pandemic Public Health Measures in Migrant Agricultural
Worker Housing Emergency Rules, which require licensed
housing providers to create and implement plans to prevent
exposure to the novel coronavirus that causes COVID-19, care
for individuals with COVID-19, and take measures to help pre-
vent the spread of the virus among workers.

The emergency rules are similar to guidance issued by
Governor Whitmer and the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services in 2020,
including provisions requiring
licensed housing providers to
have a COVID-19
Preparedness and Response
Plan.

The new rules, created
under the state’s
Administrative Procedures Act
emergency rules provisions,
went into effect today after
being filed with the Office of
the Great Seal. These rules will
be in place for up to six months
and may be extended once for
an additional six-month period,
if needed.

To assist with COVID-19
preparedness and response
plan, MDARD has provided a
checklist that outlines the con-
tent needed for the COVID-19
preparedness and response
plan. MDARD staff will review
the COVID-19 preparedness
and response plan as part of the
licensing process.

Migrant labor housing
providers who have already
received their 2021 license will
have until April 1, 2021, to
comply with the provisions in
the emergency rules.

To view the rules, visit
Michigan.gov/MOAHR. To
view the COVID-19 prepared-
ness and response plan and
FAQ sheet, visit
Michigan.gov/MLH.

DEDICATED TO YOUR

COMFORT!
CALL

203 S. Water St., Owosso 989-723-4220
maurerheating.com

Free Estimates

Farm Lumber Sawn To Order
BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER

Bark & Chips Available

6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.

989-682-4225
Evenings: 989-875-4565

6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.

989-682-4225
Evenings: 989-875-4565
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Obituaries

LAINGSBURG
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH
210 CRUM ST.

517-651-5531
Online Service: 

Sundays at 10am. 
Facebook or Youtube

Pastor Tiffany Newsom
laingsburgumc@gmail.com

www.laingsburgumc.org

Middlebury United
Methodist Church

8100 W. Hibbard Rd., Ovid
989-834-2573

Minister: Rev. Terry Melton

Zoom Worship Service 
10:30 a.m.

ELSIE UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
160 W. Main St., Elsi e(989) 862-5239

Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Pastor: JD Paik St. Cyril Parish 

of Bannister

Mass: Sun 10:30am, 
Wed. 9:00am

Confession: 
Sun 11:30am

We Welcome You to Come...

FIRST BAP TIST
CHURCH

163 W. Main St., Elsie

Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Roger Numerich

131 West Front Street 
Ovid, MI 48866 • (989) 834-5958

www.unitedchurchofovid.org 
or on Facebook

Pastor Eugene Blair

Sundays am:  10:45 - Hymnsing
11:00 - Worship

Office Hours: 9-Noon Mon - Fri

United Church of Ovid

Duplain
Church of Christ

5565 E. Colony Rd.
(3 mi. W. of O-E H.S.)

Sunday School
10:00 a.m. 

Worship Service
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
Senior Minister: Andrew Goodrich

Associate Minister:Matthew Barnum
Children’s Minister: Jessica Prieto

www.duplainchurch.org

Bannister United
Methodist Church

103 Hanvey Street
Pastor: Zella Daniel

Sunday Worship 11:15am

FAITH FELLOWSHIP
BIBLE CHURCH

Corner of Price & Chandler, St. Johns
Pastor: John Jakus

Sunday School: 9:00am 
Worship Service 10:00am

517-651-6210

Advertise In Our Church Directory!  
Call (989) 834-2264

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Shepardsville United
Methodist Church
6990 E. WInfield, Ovid

(989) 862-4881
In-Person Worship

Sunday 11am Service
Pastor: Paik

Betty Mae McQuiston
Betty Mae McQuiston, age 95, of Elsie, MI, passed away

Friday, February 26, 2021 at her home surrounded by her
family.

Betty was born in Chapin Township, Michigan on
January 15, 1926, the daughter of Fay Marion and Dorothy
Ellen (Miller) Somers.  She graduated from Elsie High
School with the class of 1943.  Betty worked at the Chapin
Telephone Office as the operator.  Clifford John McQuiston
regularly paid his phone bill, that's where they met and he
courted her until they were married on January 21, 1956.
They celebrated 50 years of marriage before Clifford's pass-
ing on March 5, 2006.

Betty grew up during the depression. She worked on the
electric motor assembly line in Owosso supporting the WWII
effort.  Betty spent many years as a farmer’s wife assisting in
running their dairy farm along side her husband.  Betty
worked at the Ashley Nursing home for 28 years as a nurse’s aid.  Betty and Clifford spent win-
ters in St. Cloud, Florida, where they enjoyed interacting with family and friends.  She was very
artistic and crafty; she enjoyed sewing, crocheting and painting.  She also liked reading, baking,
gardening, canning, and playing games.  Betty loved to watch the Detroit Tigers and MSU
sports.  She also loved supporting her children in their schooling and sporting events, always
making sure they could participate.  Betty loved the Lord, was a devoted Christian and an
ambassador of God who selflessly contributed too many Christian Organizations in need.  She
loved her family very much and looked forward to time spent with them.  Betty was a member
of the Chapin United Methodist Church, the Chapin United Methodist Women, held various
positions and she also played piano for the church for many years.  

She is survived by her children: Rebecca Faye (Glover) Bannerman, Karen Sue Louchart
(Glover) and Larry Brooks, Clifford James (Jim) and Joyce McQuiston, Joleen Ann McQuiston,
Marilou Kay (McQuiston) and Terry Ayers, Katrina Marie (McQuiston) and Archie Johnson,
Gerald (Jerry) Roger McQuiston, 19 grandchildren, 21 great grandchildren, and 4 great great
grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her parents; husband Clifford, one sister Francis
Jones, and brother George Somers.

Funeral Services were held at Smith Family Funeral Homes Elsie, MI, on Wednesday, March
3, 2021, with Chris Radcliffe officiating.  Burial has taken place at Ford Cemetery, Gratiot
County, MI. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Chapin United Methodist Church or Youth
Haven. Online condolences can be sent to www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is
being served by Smith Family Funeral Homes, Elsie, Michigan.

Jurline Lois Len 
Jurline Lois Len, age 81 of Ovid passed away Friday,

February 26, 2021 at Grace Haven Assisted Living.
Jurline was born January 19, 1940 in Harlan County,

Kentucky, the daughter of Lum and Iness (Mitchell) Tye. 
She graduated from Melvindale High School in 1957

and married the love of her life Frank Len in Detroit on
September 19, 1959 spending nearly 42 years together
prior to his death on August 31, 2001.

Jurline enjoyed reading, sewing, gardening and can-
ning, She spent many years as a den leader, softball coach
and CCD teacher and looked forward to dancing with her
husband in her earlier years. Jurline was an active member
of the Holy Family Catholic Church and enjoyed spending
time with her friends and family. Jurline loved her family
and attending their many sporting events and activities
through the years. Most of all she lived for and loved her grandchildren and great-grandchildren
very much.

Jurline retired from Ovid Elementary School after 23 years of service as a secretary and spe-
cial education aid.

Jurline is survived by her three sons, Douglas (Jeannette) Len, John (Cary) Len and Frank
(Danielle) Len; daughter Lori (Robert) Eaton; grandchildren Joshua, Steven (Paula), Isaac,
Hannah, John, Jarrod, Jacob, Jennifer, Joseph (Jessica), Kayla, Sydnee and Carter; great-grand-
children Joe and Trenton; special friends Joe Tejkl and  Joane McCall;  along with other loving
family and friends.

She was predeceased by her husband, parents and brother Robert Tye.
A Private Mass of Christian burial was held at Holy Family Catholic Church in Ovid with

Fr. Robert C. Bacik officiating.  Burial followed at Middlebury Cemetery. Memorial contribu-
tions are suggested to the Alzheimer's Association.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at Nelson-House.com.

Gary Lee Scherer 
Gary Lee Scherer, age 67, of Owosso, MI, passed away on

Friday, February 26, 2021 at Bavarian Comfort Care in
Bridgeport, MI.

Gary was born in Dayton, OH on March 1, 1953, the son of
James and Marie Therese (Simms) Scherer. He served in the
U.S. Navy and was a truck driver for the United States Postal
Service.  He loved his cats especially: Mitty, Chanelle, Fluffy,
Batman, and Mr. Talk Alot.  He loved to play the drums and
guitar and listen to Jimmy Hendrix.

Gary was the loving father of Adrian (Veronica) and Gary
Jr. (Cindy); cherished grandfather of Logan, Lilly, Liberty, Leo,
Leroy, Aiden, Megan, and Gavin, dear brother of Larry Simms,
James Jr. (Deborah), Debbie (Mark) Weingart, Linda (Terry)
Baker, Mary (Bob) Lewis, Kim (Mike) Petkus, and the late
Daniel (surviving wife Ruth) Simms.

Funeral Services will be held at Smith Family Funeral
Homes, Elsie, MI on Monday, March 8, 2021 at 11:00 A.M., with Pastor Scott Seelhoff offici-
ating.  Burial will follow with Military Honors at 2:00 P.M. at the Great Lakes National
Cemetery, Holly, MI.  Visitation will be held on Sunday, March 7, 2021 from 2-8 P.M. with fam-
ily present from 2-4 and 6-8 P.M. at the funeral home. 

Online condolences can be made at www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com.  The family is
being served by Smith Family Funeral Homes, Elsie, MI.
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A Little 
Common Sense

by Crystal Mitchell

The sun is up and the air is nippy, I surely do wish that my
brain was formatted to be very functional today…..it doesn’t
appear to be so.  All week long I have been searching for some-
thing to share with you.  I do have a book that was published in
1938 and it has given me a great deal of fun.  I’m talking about
the Modern Webster Dictionary that Linda provided me.  It has
given me some very gleeful insights.  0n one hand the defini-
tions are short and concise and do not muddy the waters of my
brain.  I find that the newer dictionaries seem to go out of their
way to confuse the user.  What a humdinger!!! 

I still don’t have a refrigerator…..but will have one deliv-
ered on Monday or Tuesday of next week.  I really am looking
forward to getting it.  Imagine not having to go to the store to
get ice for the cooler….just so I can have a glass of cold milk.
I haven’t been camping in years and probably won’t be inclined
to do so for many more.  Thank goodness the well is working
as it should…..I only need to run the water a bit for a glass of
pristine cold well water.  Yup, it may be hard water but it
soothes my palate well.  

Do you remember back in October when I went on a shop-
ping spree at JC Penney’s and finally found some “Isotoner”
gloves with leather palms that fit my “large unladylike hands”?
I had been so excited that I bought me two pair.  Of course I put
up a pair up for later use and carried the others around with
me….I tucked them in my coat pocket when I wasn’t wearing
them.  I lost the pair and have unsuccessfully searched for them
for the last six weeks.  I searched my office, my home, my
truck, and my daughter’s home…….. William just walked out
to dump the kitty litter and there laid my gloves on the ground
by the shed entrance.  They had been buried in the snow……..I
was ecstatic, now if I could just find the other pair that I put up
for safe keeping.  It is a good day!!!  Currently it would be nice
if I could find a way to make the house cats leave my plants
alone.  My spider plants are down to nubs…..

Yesterday I drove one of those newfangled autos….you
know the ones that have no keys just a key fob that needs to be
in the vehicle.  Nobody gave me any directions on how to use
it….I just looked around and applied a bit of common sense.
Put foot on brake and push the ignition button to the left of the
radio dial to start the engine.  On the drive home it took me
awhile to figure out how to use the cruise.  The car accelerates
quickly and I tend to have a lead foot….not a good combina-
tion.  So I do appreciate the cruise….

Today the co-op order comes in…….so I need to rearrange
the freezers.  If that doesn’t work I will rely on the barn fridge
at Diane’s.  That freezer is empty for now……..later today it
will be filled to the brim.  I have ten pounds of cod coming
home with me today and I do need to get the rest of the frozen
meat and vegetables moved out of my fridge’s freezer.  I also
need to make a quick stop at the office to see if the bulletin info
has arrived…..

Basically life is good here, some might call it boring at
times….I enjoy the opportunity to read and to view what I wish
on the television.  When it comes to miracles and blessings I
see them daily and I enjoy them.  Of course it could just be my
way of viewing things.  May your days be filled with sunshine
and God’s blessings.  Be safe and use your common sense.

Crystal Mitchell©2021

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
CITY OF LAINGSBURG 

SHIAWASSEE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
2021 LOCAL STREETS REHABILITATION 

City of Laingsburg (Owner) is requesting Bids for the construction of
the following Project: 2021 Local Streets Rehabilitation, 20•0503.20. 
Sealed Bids for the construction of the Project will be received at the City of
Laingsburg, City Hall located at 114North Woodhull St., Laingsburg, Michigan
48848, until Thursday, March25, 2021 at 11:00 AM local time. At that time the
Bids received will be publicly opened and read aloud. 
Work includes: 2,450 Syd HMA Base Crushing andShaping; 12,565 Syd
Cold Milling HMA Surface; 2,845 Ton HMA, LVSP; 3Lane Mile Overband
Crack Fill. 
Bidding Documents may be downloadedfrom C2AE’s ShareFile Website for
bidding purposes only; contact Beth Dillsworth at beth.dillsworth@c2ae.com
at C2AE for logon information and to register as a plan holder. It is the
Bidder’s responsibility to determine/evaluate the capability of his equipment to 
The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: C2AE; 106 W. Allegan
Street, Suite 500; Lansing, MI 48933; 517•371•1200. 
Bidding Documents may also be examined at the following locations: 
• Office of the Owner, City of Laingsburg, City Hall, 114 North Woodhull St.,
Laingsburg, MI 48848, Mondays through Fridays between the hours of
9:00am•4:00pm.
• Builder’s Exchange or Plan Rooms
• Construction Association of Plan Room – Bloomfield Hills
• Dodge Data andAnalytics
Questions regarding the Bidding Documents may be addressed to Adam
Falkowski at adam.falkowski@c2ae.com. 
This Advertisementis issued by: Owner: City of Laingsburg 
By: Paula Willoughby 
Title: City Clerk/Treasurer 
Date: March 3, 2021 

Obituary
Dean Edward Acre 

Dan Edward Acre, age 73,
of Elsie, MI, passed away
Wednesday, March 3, 2021, at
Memorial Healthcare, Owosso,
MI. 

Dan was born in Owosso,
MI on March 24, 1947, the son
of Paul O. and Bessie Herrick
(Woods) Acre. Dan graduated
from Elsie High School with
the class of 1965.

Dan was a lifelong farmer.
His love for the land and the
cattle it fed began as soon as he
could be carried to the barn. He
enjoyed watching each year’s
crops grow and every new calf that came along. Dan especial-
ly enjoyed the holidays and watching the Lions play on
Thanksgiving. 

He is survived by his brothers: David Acre of Elsie, MI,
Dean and Ronda Acre of Elsie, MI, nephews: Michael Watson
and friend Kristi of Oxford, MI; Corey Acre of Elsie, MI; and
Ryan and Jamie Acre of Elsie, MI.  He is also survived by his
favorite nieces: Hope Watson of Oxford, MI and Holly Watson
of Oxford, MI. He was preceded in death by his parents Paul
and Bessie Acre. 

The family would like to thank Herm Kaufman, Rod Kiger
and family, and Kevin Nash and family. 

Funeral Services will be held at Smith Family Funeral
Homes Elsie, MI, on Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 11:00 A.M.,
with Mr. Dennis Baese officiating. Burial will take place at
Riverside Cemetery, Elsie, MI. Visitation will be held on
Monday, March 8, 2021 from 2-8 P.M. with family present
from 2-4 & 6-8 P.M. at the funeral home.

Memorials may be made to Ovid Elsie FFA, the Elsie
Historical Society or Elsie Area Fire and Rescue. Online con-
dolences can be made at www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com.
The family is being served by Smith Family Funeral Homes,
Elsie, MI.

In Matthew 2:16 it reads, “When Herod realized that he had
been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders
to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two
years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned
from the Magi.”

King Herod is the textbook example of what happens when
someone rejects God and gives into their sin nature. A sin
nature that all of us have and that all of us share with Herod. A
scary, sobering thought.

Our sin nature and the sins that we commit separate us from
God and the abundant and eternal life that He wants for all peo-
ple to have. 

Thank God, that quality of life is for everyone.
Do you feel that you don't measure up? That you keep

falling short of people's standards or expectations for you?
Have you always been the last one picked for the team? The

odd one out? The person who just doesn't really fit in with any-
one, anywhere?

Maybe you think that you've sinned too much. That you
have committed the one sin that God won't forgive you from.
That you are too far gone for God to forgive and love.

There's good news for you. God loves you and when you
come to Him, He welcomes you into His Kingdom with open
arms.

Paul writes, "Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners..."-
1 Timothy 1:15

Are you a sinner? We all are. That means that Jesus came
into the world to save you.

That's good news! That's news of great joy! That God has
sent Jesus to call and save the sinners. To call the drug addicts.
To call the prostitutes. To call the millionaires. To call the blue
collar worker. To call the white collar worker. To call the unem-
ployed. To call the student, teacher, sailor, servicemen and
women in the armed forces, and to call and forgive you and me.

Praise God! That is good news.

Religious 
Thoughts

by Chris Hearn
www.letsmeetgod.com

Editorial

MDARD Accepting
Applications for annual
‘Michigan Agriculture

Exporter of the Year’ Award 
submitted by Jessy Sielski

LANSING—The Michigan Department of Agriculture and
Rural Development is now accepting applications for its annu-
al “Michigan Agriculture Exporter of the Year” award. Each
year, MDARD recognizes a leading food or agriculture
exporter for its efforts to increase exports of Michigan food and
agriculture products. Applicants may also be considered for the
“Rising Star” award, which is reserved for new companies or
companies new to exporting.

Companies of all sizes are encouraged to apply. Eligibility
is limited to Michigan food and agriculture producers, manu-
facturers, or shippers that are aggressively pursuing interna-
tional markets and increasing export sales. Products must be
more than 50 percent grown, processed, or manufactured in
Michigan.

The winner of the award is selected by international trade
industry representatives based on export growth, innovation,
and the pursuit of new export markets.

The award was first awarded in 2006. Previous winners
include Kamps Hardwoods, Sklarczyk Seed Farm, Dr. John’s
Candies, Bayside Best Beans, Star of the West Milling,
Continental Dairy, Connor Sports, Graceland Fruit, Cherry
Central, Zeeland Farm Service, Walters Gardens, Honee Bear
Canning, Cooperative Elevator Company, and Michigan Apple
Committee.

Applications are due by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 16,
2021.

For more information, and an application, visit
https://bit.ly/3bygHxr or contact Donna LaCourt at 517-614-
5518.

Meridian Weekly
Annual Farm Section 

Coming March 21st

• Local Farm Features 
• Farm-Related Advertising
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Victor Township, Clinton County, MI
6843 Alward Road Laingsburg, MI 

Proposed Special Board Minutes from February 18, 2021 meeting
The special meeting of the Victor Township Board was called to order by
Township Supervisor Jim Conklin at 6:03 PM. 
Attendance: Conklin, Willoughby, Townsend, Fickes and Conklin
Public Comment – None 
Agenda: Moved by Clerk Conklin to approve the agenda.  Supported by
Townsend. Roll call. Motion carried.
Mintues: Motion by Townsend to approve the proposed minutes of special
meeting February 4th, 2021 and regular meeting February 8th, 2021. 
Supported by Willoughby. Roll call. Motion carried. 
New Business
Budget: The Board discussed the draft budget presented by Supervisor
Conklin. The board reviewed each fund separately in detail. Several items
were discussed regarding building updates and maintenance items. One
item of concern is the boiler system and water quality. Supervisor Conklin to
speak to maintenance contactor Shawn Smith in regards to bids for the
project. 

Motion by Willoughby to approve the purchase of 28 new hall tables
utilizing previously budgeted funds for township upgrades. 

Supported by Clerk Conklin. Roll call. Motion carried. 

Motion by Clerk Conklin to approve large hall painting utilizing previously
budgeted funds for township upgrades s. Supported by Willoughby.

Roll call. Motion carried. 
Motion by Willoughby to approve purchase of 12 new picnic tables utilizing

previously budgeted funds for township upgrades. 
Supported by Clerk Conklin. Roll call. Motion carried. 

An electronic public budget meeting to be held March 08, 2021 at 6:30 pm.
You can join the meeting electronically at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84229186630 or by calling:  1 253-215-8782 or 1
301-715- 8592 Meeting ID: 842 2918 6630 on February 18, 2021 at 6:00
pm. 
Moved by Supervisor Conklin to adjourn the meeting at 7:16 pm, Supported
by Willoughby, Roll call. Motion carried.  

Amanda Conklin, Clerk

VICTOR TOWNSHIP
2021 BOARD OF REVIEW

The Board of Review will meet on the following dates for the 
purpose of hearing 2021 assessment appeals:

Tuesday, March 9th
3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Call for an appointment and access information.

Friday, March 12th
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Call for an appointment and access information.

Per the State of Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS) Emergency Order-Gatherings and Face Mask
Order dated February 5, 2021, and Open Meetings Act (OMA)
1976 PA 267, all appeals will be held virtually, by phone or by
letter.
To schedule an Appointment and Receive your access information
call (517) 204-3752. The Board of Review will accept letters of
appeals until 1:00 p.m. on Friday, March 12, 2021, at Victor
Township, 6843 E. Alward Road, Laingsburg, MI 48848.
Beth Botke
Assessor

Ovid Township 
March Board of Review

Meeting Dates

Will meet on the following dates:
Organizational Meeting only

Tuesday March 2, 2020 at 12:00 p.m.
(Informational only no appeals may be presented)

Appeals will be heard:
Tuesday, March 9, 2021

3 pm to 9 pm
Friday, March 12, 2021

9 am to 3 pm
Appeals may be submitted in writing or email before March 8 

at: mholley4444@gmail.com

Ovid Township Hall, 1015 Baese Court 
Ovid, MI 48866

Any questions Ph. 989-834-5611 (Assessor). 
Protests will be heard for the 2021 assessments 

Duplain Township
March Board of Review

Meeting Dates
Will meet on the following dates:

Organizational Meeting only
Tuesday March 2, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.

(Informational only no appeals may be presented)

Appeals will be heard:
Monday, March 8, 2021

3 pm to 9 pm
Thursday, March 11, 2021

9 am to 3 pm

Appeals may be submitted in writing or email before March 8 
at: mholley4444@gmail.com

Duplain Township Hall, 145 E. Main Street, Elsie, MI 48831
Any questions Ph. 989-834-5611 (Assessor). 

Protests will be heard for the 2021 assessments 

ELBA TOWNSHIP
GRATIOT COUNTY

Elba Township board of Review Organization Meeting
will be held at the Township office at 109 W. Oak St. in
Ashley.
Tuesday March 2, 2021 6:00pm to 9:00pm 
Organizational Meeting.
Elba Township Board of Review will be held at the
Township office at 109 E. Oak St. in Ashley.
Monday March 8, 2021 from 
1:00pm to 5:00pm & 6:00pm to 9:00pm
Tuesday March 9, 2021 from 
9:00am to 12:00 Noon & 1:00pm to 4:00pm
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/2076770426?pwd=M204LzZuY11
5VXg4cG12L04zdzEzQT09
Meeting ID: 207 677 0426
Passcode: 698422
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,2076770426#,,,,*698422# US
(Chicago)
+19292056099,,2076770426#,,,,*698422# US
(New York)
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicageo
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+ 1 3-1 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+ 1 346 248 7799 US ( Houston)
+ 1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 207 677 0426
Passcode: 698422
FInd your local number:
http://zoom.us/u/abmzM9LD7S

Moolenaar Announces 2021
Congressional Art Competition 

Congressman John
Moolenaar invites all high
school students from
Michigan's Fourth
Congressional District to
enter their art in the 2021
Congressional Art
Competition.  

The winning student
from the Fourth District will have their art displayed at the U.S.
Capitol for a year. It is also possible that the Congressional
Institute, which runs the competition, will hold an event in
Washington D.C. later this year to honor winning students from
across the country. If the event is held, the winning student
from the Fourth District will receive two round-trip airline tick-
ets to travel to Washington, D.C. to attend the event.

All entries will be displayed at the Midland Center for the
Arts after the competition ends. Regional winners from the
Fourth District will have the opportunity for their art to be dis-
played in Congressman Moolenaar's Midland and Cadillac
offices. 

The entry deadline for this year’s Fourth District contest is
Friday, April 16, 2021. Entries should be mailed or delivered to
Congressman Moolenaar’s Midland office at 200 East Main
Street, Suite 230, Midland, MI 48640. 

More information on the rules and how to enter the art com-
petitions is online at moolenaar.house.gov/artcompetition.
Interested students who need assistance transporting their art to
Midland or who have additional questions on the competition
should contact Congressman Moolenaar's Midland office at
989-631-2552. 

Michigan’s Fourth Congressional District is made up of
Clare, Clinton, Gladwin, Gratiot, Isabella, Mecosta, Midland,
Missaukee, Ogemaw, Osceola, Roscommon, Shiawassee, and
Wexford counties, and parts of Montcalm and Saginaw coun-
ties. 

Laingsburg Area Food 
Bank Update

submitted by
Linda Culpepper

With the great
blessings from our
community and the
Greater Lansing
Food Bank, the
Laingsburg Area
Food Bank is thank-
ful to announce that
we are in abun-
dance of food!

We are also
thankful to individ-
uals in our commu-
nity who have been
consistent in donat-
ing cereal and
canned goods and
meats!

With that in
mind, we are only
asking for donations of Personal Hygiene items. Could be
shampoo & conditioner, laundry soap, dish soap, deodorant,
feminine products, hand sanitizer, etc.

We have set up a donation can in Sage Market, by the ice
melt and salt in the lobby of the building.

Again, we thank you all for your blessings!

Ovid-Elsie Reverse Raffle Update 
The OE Sports Boosters along with the Marauder wrestling

program have decided to hold this years event virtually. The
2020 event was cancelled due to the Pandemic and so far this
year hasn’t looked any better for an in-person event so the event
will be held virtually on Sunday, April 11, 2021. Organizers
realize that ticket holders from last year would be looking for-
ward to the dinner party as in previous years. If you hold a tick-
et from last year wish to return it for a refund please contact
Kyle Spiess, Carl Thornton or Amy Knickerbocker. Watch the
Meridian Weekly for event details in the coming weeks.
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FAIRFIELD TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF THE BOARD OF REVIEW

Notice is hereby given to all persons liable to assessment for 2021 taxes in
the Township of Fairfield, County of Shiawassee, State of Michigan: That
the Assessment Rolls of said Fairfield Township as prepared by the
Township Assessor will be subject to inspection. At which place, and on
each of said days as listed below, said board of Review will be in session
and upon the request of any person who is assessed on said roll, or of his
agent, and upon sufficient cause being shown, said Board of Review will
correct the assessment as to such property in such manner as will in their
judgement make the valuation thereof relatively just and equal.
After said Board shall complete the review of said rolls, a majority of said
Board shall endorse thereon, and sign a statement to the effect that the
same are the assessment rolls of said unity of government for the year in
which it has been prepared and approved by the Board of Review.

FAIRFIELD TOWNSHIP
7988 W. HENDERSON RD., ELSIE (TOWNSHIP HALL)

Appeals -
Monday, March 8th, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. & 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.*

Tuesday, March 9th, 9 a.m. - 12 noon* & 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
(*Assessor Present)
www.fairfieldtwp.us

Notice is given that this is a handicap accessible building and if other special
services are needed, the City or Township Clerk should be contacted.
Also, due to COVID-19, all appeals shall follow the safety guidelines from
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services and the Public Act 228 of
2020. 

Purple in the
Woods 

Michigan has a very inter-
esting no trespass law and it
would take pages and pages to
cover not only the public act
but also all the case law and
examples of violations truly prosecutable and not. In simple terms, when land is posted with a
no trespassing sign or you have been warned to leave the property then your continued recre-
ational trespass could result in jail time and court fines. As taught in hunter safety it is best to
always seek permission before crossing property lines. 

In some ways the burden is on the landowner to post their property with ugly no trespassing
signs that often are hung by punching staples or pounding nails into trees. Over time the tree
grows and the staples and nails pop out and the sign falls onto the ground. This practice may
come to a halt very soon as the Michigan legislature considers a no trespassing purple paint law
similar to language enacted in about a dozen other states. Originally started in Arkansas, the pur-
ple paint law allows landowners to post their land by spray painting purple paint on trees with a
vertical stripe at least 8 inches in length and 3-5 foot above the ground. Posted trees would have
to be no more than 100 foot apart. 

The Weekly Sportsman has thought long and hard about this proposed legislation and can
only come up with one negative side of this concept. For the 7% of the male population and
1/2% of the female population affected by color blindness the purple stripes may appear blue.
On the upside markings would last longer than signs and free of damage from weather and vio-
lators. 

Additionally, the purple in the woods is sure to match hunter pink and zombie hunter neon
green. The public will need to be educated but hunter safety courses and the game book along
with some media coverage should be sufficient. 

What are your thoughts on Michigan becoming a purple paint state? Currently SB 106 has
passed out of the Senate Natural Resources Committee and awaits action on the floor of the
Michigan Senate. Please call Senator Tom Barrett 517-373-3447 or your State Representative

Graham Filler (Clinton County)
517-373-1778 or State
Representative Ben Frederick
(Shiawassee County) 517-373-
0841 and let them know your
thoughts. 

-WS 

Husband did
not Keep 

New Years
Resolution 

Dear Andy,
My wife is always nagging me about my weight and what I eat.  She does the shopping and

cooking so I do not see how it is my fault!   She is a good cook and I eat what she makes.  I
admit I might eat more than necessary, and I have gained a lot of weight over the last year.  I
was going to start the new year with a better diet.   How can I get her to stop nagging at me?
Hungry Husband

Dear H. H.,    
If the situation were reversed, I would tell my husband that “my weight is none of your busi-

ness” or “my weight is between me and my doctor.”  However, you might not want to say any-
thing that would cause even more problems.    My suggestion to you to get her to stop “nagging”
is to lose some weight.  Typically, it is easier for men to lose weight than women.  So my advice
to help you lose weight:

First you may want to see your doctor to check for any underlying physical problems.   Your
doctor can make recommendation for a diet plan that may be best for you.   In the meantime,
you can start out by eating smaller meals.   Make sure you are getting 3 or 4 servings of fruit, 3
servings of protein and 4 servings of vegetables and 2 dairy servings every day.   Limit your
starches, pasta, breads and fats, such as catsup and dressings with high sugar levels.   No sweets
for the first month you are trying to lose weight.   

If you chew or smoke, quit.  And don’t quit quitting!  Go for a walk after dinner.  Start out
at 10 minutes and build up to 30 minutes a day. Walking helps your circulation and improves
your breathing. Exercise keeps you in better shape as you lose weight.   You did not say how
much weight you needed to lose but set a reasonable goal in a reasonable amount of time to
allow you to lose weight.  Those extra pounds didn’t get there overnight; you’re not going to
lose them overnight.   Be patient with yourself.  

If you can lose 2 pound a week, in 10 weeks you could be down 20 pounds.   Keep track of
your weight-loss by writing it down each week or daily.  Some people find it helpful to write
down everything you eat.  Track your eating habits.   You might be surprised where you can cut
back some unnecessary and fattening snacks or calories.    Do not deny yourself special occa-
sion and holiday foods but be reasonable in the “smaller” amounts you take.  Always pass up
second servings.  

One of the best ways to know if you have had enough, listen for a breath and a sigh.  Listen
for that sign and stop eating as
soon as you can.    It takes 20
minutes for your stomach to
signal your brain that you are
full.    The sigh is the indicator
that you are done and already
had enough. If these sugges-
tions do not get you on the
path you desire, go to a med-
ical weight loss clinic and
they will sell you a plan that
will work. FYI: Men who
weigh less than 200 pounds
live longer.  Healthy diets
work for ladies, too.

Your wife will notice that
you are not “pigging out” as
much and if you are trying,
she will stop ”nagging.”
Having her support is another
great way to lose weight.  Talk
about changes in buying gro-
ceries and cooking such using
healthier spray oil and spray
butter products.  Buy low fat
everything with zero sugar.
Help her out in the kitchen,
and plan meals together.  Tell
her you need her support, not
the constant reminders.  She
must love you very much to
be concerned about your
weight.  Good Luck and Be
Healthy.  Thank you for writ-
ing to Andy @
ask_andy@aol.com   

The Weekly 
Sportsman

by Dan McMaster
theweeklysportsman@meridianweekly.com

City of Ovid 
March Board of Review

Meeting Dates
Will meet on the following dates:

Organizational Meeting only
Tuesday March 2, 2020 at 10:30 a.m.

(Informational only no appeals may be presented)

Appeals will be heard:
Tuesday, March 9, 2021

9 am to 3 pm
Wednesday, March 10, 2021

3 pm to 9 pm

Appeals may be submitted in writing or email before March 8 at: 
mholley4444@gmail.com

Ovid City Hall, 114 E Front Street 
Ovid, MI 48866

Any questions Ph. 989-834-5611 (Assessor) 
Protests will be heard for the 2021 assessments 

Ask
Andy

Have a Question 
for Andy?

Submit them to:

ask_andy@aol.com

You can also mail or drop questions
off to: Meridian Weekly 

P.O. Box 11, Ovid, MI 48866
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Sports

ELBA TOWNSHIP
GRATIOT COUNTY

Elba Township will hold its budget meeting on March
16th at 6:00pm. The meeting will be virtual on ZOOM. 
Elba Township’s monthly meeting will be moved to
March 16th at 7:00pm on ZOOM.
Madalin C. Morris
Township Clerk
989-847-2097
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/2076770426?pwd=M204LzZuY11
5VXg4cG12L04zdzEzQT09
Meeting ID: 207 677 0426
Passcode: 698422

COMPOSITE
PALLETS

FOR SALE 
Available at 
The Weekly 

(989) 834-2264
Roughly 
48” x 48”

Great 
for 

Storage
$10 

Each

CITY OF OVID
NOTICE OF SMOKE TESTING  

The City of Ovid will be testing sewer lines throughout the City from 9:00am
to 3:00pm starting March 15, 2021 thru March 19, 2021

The City of Ovid will be doing smoke testing to the sanitary sewer lines in
your area, including all residents outside of the City limits connected to the
City’s sanitary sewer system.  These tests involve blowing harmless smoke
into parts of the sewer system to find damage, improper connections, and
where unwanted water may be entering the City’s sewer system. As a result,
smoke may be seen coming from roof vents, building foundations, catch
basins, clean-outs, down spouts, sewer laterals or manhole covers. The
smoke will not enter your home or business if it is properly plumbed, vented,
and the water traps contain water.

Recommendation For Residents:
If you have a bathroom or plumbing fixture that is not used or is seldom
used, traps should be filled by running water in the fixtures the day
before scheduled smoke testing begins.  Water can evaporate from
unused plumbing fixtures and Sewer gases can enter the home.  Water
should be added on a monthly basis thereafter in order to prevent
sewer gas from entering the home or office.
The smoke used is a non-toxic substance that is relatively harmless to
humans, pets, food, and material items.  The smoke could potentially
cause some minor irritation to nasal passages. Any irritation will be
temporary and should quickly disappear after exposure has ceased.  
Persons with heart and respiratory ailments should leave the house
during the test. Please contact the City Office at 989-834-5550 to leave
your name, address and phone number. The City will notify you when
smoke testing will be done on your street. 
House pets will react in a manner similar to a prudent person and leave the
Smokey area. If an exit is not available be sure pets are provided with prop-
er ventilation. 

If smoke does enter the building, it will clear in a few minutes with proper ven-
tilation. Please advise a representative of the smoke testing crew if any leak-
age occurs in your home or business. Additionally, if you have any questions
about the test, health issues or any other concerns, feel free to ask a crew
member or contact the City Office at 989-834-5550.

Your presence is not required during the tests, and all public safety authori-
ties will be notified of this event. We would appreciate it if you would mention
this notice to your neighbors in case, they have not received a notice. 

Thank you for your cooperation.

O-E Boys Bounce Back, Beat
Byron for 5th in 6 Tries, 57-23

OVID-ELSIE — Dylan
Carman scored 18 points and
Ovid-Elsie bounced back
from its first defeat with a
57-23 rout of Byron here
February 26.

Cal Byrnes added six
points, five rebounds, four
assists and six steals for the
Marauders (5-1, 3-0 Mid-
Michigan Activities
Conference), who had 11
players score at least one
point. Jackson Thornton had
five points and six rebounds.
Alex Eichenberg and Jacob
Schaub each scored five
points.

Ovid-Elsie broke open a
seven-point game in the sec-
ond quarter by outscoring
Byron (0-8, 0-4) 20-2.

Scoring for coach Josh Latz's Marauders: Cal Byrnes 3 0-
0 6 points, Jackson Thornton 2 1-2 5, Keigan Ormes 1 0-0 3,
Gavin Godfrey 1 0-0 3, Colin Fluharty 1 2-2 4, Ale Eichenberg
1 3-4 5, Dylan Carman 6 1-2 18, Logan Thompson 1 0-0 3,
Carson Gregory 0 1-2 1, Brayden Phollips 1 0-0 3, Jacob
Schaub 2 0-0 5 and Jacob Tomasek 0 1-2 1.

Ovid-Elsie boys keep rolling with 50-40 
Victory at Ithaca

ITHACA -- The visiting
Marauders stunned Ithaca
with a 19-2 run in the first
quarter, then held off the
Yellowjackets the rest of the
way for a 50-40 boys basket-
ball victory.

Logan Thompson led the
way with 14 and nine differ-
ent players scored for coach
Josh Latz's O-E cagers, who
improved to 6-1 on the 2021
campaign.

The 'Jackets got within
39-30 after three quarters of
play, but Ovid-Elsie closed
out the contest with a 11-10
advantage in the final period,
including some clutch free
throws. The Marauders fin-
ished 9-of-17 from the stripe.

Scoring for O-E looked like this: Thompson 14, Adam
Barton 8, Clay Wittenberg 8, Jackson Thornton 5, Cal Byrnes
4, Dylan Carman 4, Alex Eichenberg 3, Colin Fluharty 2 and
Jacob Tomasek 2 points.

Dylan Carman scored 18points
for OE against Byron on Feb.
26th. Photos by Jody Thornton

OE’s Logan Thompson scored
14points to hold off Ithaca 50-
40 on March 3rd.

Bryon Girls Down Ovid-Elsie
55-36 Just 2nd Loss for Lady

Marauders 
OVID-ELSIE — Sarah Marvin

posted a double-double with 16 points
and 11 rebounds and sister Becky
Marvin added a career-high 13 points
as Byron defeated Ovid-Elsie, 55-36,
on February 26.

Makayla Clement added 15 points,
six steals and four assists for the Eagles
(8-0, 3-0 MMAC). Makenna Clement
had eight points, four rebounds and
three assists.

Madison Cunningham scored 12
points with four rebounds for the
Marauders (5-2, 1-1 MMAC). Braeden
Tokar had six points, five rebounds and two assists. Other scor-
ing for coach Ryan Cunningham's Marauders looked like this:
Caitlyn Walter 2 0-2 5 points, Evalyn Cole 2 0-0 5 points and
Ava Bates 1 1-2 4 points.

Ovid-Elsie girls get past Ithaca, 56- 50
OVID-ELSIE — Caitlyn Walter

scored 25 points while shooting 5-of-7
from three-point territory and Ovid-
Elsie downed the visiting Ithaca
Yellowjackets, 56-50, on March 3.

Walter shot 8 of 16 from the floor.
Coach Ryan Cunningham's Marauders
(6-3) also got eight points each from
Braeden Tokar and Madison
Cunningham. Ava Bates scored four
points. Ovid-Elsie led 9-2 after one
quarter but Ithaca made it closer later.

“It was definitely a game of runs
and thankfully we hit our free throws

down the stretch,” coach Cunningham said. “Ithaca is a lot bet-
ter than their record indicates. We had a lot of good minutes
from all of our kids, which is nice to see, especially when so
many fouls were called.”

Ithaca fell to 3-6.
Scoring for the Marauders: Kiah Longoria 1 1-2 3 points,

Tristin Ziola 1 3-4 5, Caitlyn Walter 8 4-5 25, Braeden Tokar 2
4-6 8, Hailee Campbell 1 1-4 3, Madison Cunningham 3 2-5 8,
and Ava Bates 2 0-0 4.

Madison 
Cunningham

Caitlyn
Walter

Indiana Tech Continues to
Shine with O-E’s Barton 

in the Lineup 
Indiana Tech continues to shine

with Ovid-Elsie grad Lauren Barton in
the lineup. Barton scored two points
and grabbed a rebound in  Tech’s 73-37
win Feb. 25 over Cornerstone in the
first round of Wolverine-Hoosier
Athletic Conference tournament. She
had one rebound Satruday in a 65-33
win over Siena Heights in the semis.
The Warriors won their third straight
title Tuesday with a 65-59 victory over
Concordia-Ann Arbor. 

Wolfpack’s Wilsey is Every-Game
Starter for Oakland U. Soccer 

Laingsburg grad Sophie Wilsey con-
tinues to excel on the soccer field for
Oakland University.

Wilsey scored the Grizzlies’ lone goal
as Oakland battled Northern Kentucky to
a 1-1 tie Feb. 24. 

The junior defender has started all
four games so far for Oakland. 
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Office: 517.676.9800 
www.sheridanauctionservice.com

Auctioneers - Realtors - Appraisers 

CALL TODAY

725-5515

Receive a no obligation

WATER
ANALYSISFREE

Try any Culligan System for only

$10PER MONTH
FOR 6 MONTHS

Waugh’s Culligan
Owosso

(989) 725-5515

Ken’s Culligan
307 E. Superior St., Alma

(800) 868-4937

$10

Must Present Coupon. 
Canʼt Be Combined With Any Other Offers.

PER MONTH
FOR 3 MONTHS

WATER
ANALYSIS FREE

THE BEST LOCAL 
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

When you purchase a 
life insurance policy from 
Auto-Owners Life Insurance 
Company, you can know 
you’re protecting the ones 
you love with a company 
you can trust. 

Protecting  
what’s  
important
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Ovid Service Agency
Ovid • (989) 834-2288

What to Expect During a Colonoscopy
A colonoscopy exam can detect changes or abnormalities in the large intestine and rectum

that may eventually develop into cancer. Though colonoscopies are effective at screening for
cancer and catching illnesses at an early, treatable stage, many people are hesitant to undergo the
procedure. That may be due to unfamiliarity with colonoscopies.

Annual colonoscopies are generally recommended for people age 50 and older. Here's what
to expect:

·  The day before the colonoscopy you will be asked to fast from solid food and only con-
sume clear liquids. A doctor usually will prescribe a preparatory laxative product that will help
to clean out the bowels.

·  You also may need to adjust medications you take under the guidance of your doctor, such
as those that thin the blood.

·  On the day of the procedure, the medical staff will ask you to get undressed and put on a
gown.

·  Sedation through pill or IV form is usually given to make the experience more comfort-
able. Because of this, you will likely need to have a ride home after the procedure.

·  You will be asked to lie on your side with your knees drawn in.
A scope will be inserted into the rectum. The scope contains a light
and camera, and is long enough to reach the entire length of the
colon. Air or carbon dioxide will be pumped to inflate the colon.

·  The Mayo Clinic says the entire procedure may not take
long, but it can take up to an hour to recover after sedation.

·  After the scope has been removed, there may be some
residual abdominal cramping because air has been introduced. It
also may feel like you need to have a bowel movement. Walking
can help expel that gas and help you feel better.

Colonoscopies are routine procedures. It is an essential proce-
dure for adults over 50. 

1605 Vandekarr Rd.
Owosso

Encouraging optimal 
functioning in spirit, 

body and mind.

(989) 723-3807
Kimberly Bowen, RN, BSN

New parents may not be able to visualize that one day their
largest expenditures won't be centralized around providing
necessities for their children. Adults go though many years of
paying for diapers, toys, clothing, food, and education for their
children. Yet, when the children have flown the coop, spending
patterns change, and even more changes await come retirement.

According to a 2020 survey from the financial services firm
Edward Jones, 68 percent of workers soon to retire said they
had no idea how much they should be setting aside for expens-
es, particularly health care and long-term care. Professionals
approaching retirement would be wise to analyze the Consumer
Price Index - Elderly (CPI-E). It is a good reference to estimate
which future expenses will cost the most after retirement. The
Bureau of Labor Statistics looks at consumer spending and uses
various data to determine the rate of inflation in key areas that
apply to older adults starting at age 62.

Individuals may be surprised to learn about where they'll be
spending the bulk of their money when they get older. Here's a
look at some key categories.

·  Housing: According to data from the Employee Benefit
Research Institute, in 2017, the most recent year for which data
is available, housing accounted for roughly 49 percent of all
spending for seniors. Focus should be centered on lowering
those costs when a fixed income is imminent. The possibilities
include paying off a mortgage; downsizing a home to have a
lower rent or mortgage payment; refinancing a home to a fixed-
rate loan so that costs are predictable; and taking on a tenant to

offset costs.
·  Food: The cost of food will not change dramatically, but

it can eat into your budget. Even though food costs may
decline when there's only two mouths to feed, food and bev-
erage spending may go up due to more leisure time and dining
out. Utilize senior discounts by shopping on days when stores
offer percentages off purchases. Save money on restaurant
spending by eating out at lunch instead of dinner, splitting
plates or skipping appetizers.

·  Healthcare: Experts warn that while many expenses
decline in retirement, health care spending increases.
According to Fidelity, the average 65-year-old couple retiring
in 2020 in the United States needed roughly $295,000 just to
cover their retirement health care expenses. Those with fami-
ly histories of severe illnesses or those with preexisting condi-
tions will need even more. It's also important to realize that
roughly half of the population will need long-term care at
some point, offers The Motley Fool, and that requires
advanced budgeting as well. Many people find that Medicare
supplement plans can bridge the gap in expenses that govern-
ment-run plans will not cover. Saving through a health savings
account (HSA) when employed also can create extra cash on
hand for retirement expenses.

Understanding which retirement expenses will be high can
help people plan better for the future

Seniors’ Biggest Expenses

and

TAX

B
B

AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
Income Tax Service • Electronic Filing

Offering Investments, Insurance
& Complete Range of Retirement Plans

Drop off hours will be 8 am to 5 pm
Other hours by appointment

Mailing address is P.O. Box 376, Ovid, MI 48866

DANIEL BUKOVCIK
101 N. MAIN ST., OVID
Phone (989)834-2270

Fax (989)834-2279

Senior Spotlight
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We Are Your 
Smile Specialists!

• Evening Hours
• Children & Adults

Dr. Tammy A Mika
Dr. William P. Horal
Dr. Richard Halliday

Healthy Kids/MI Child/Healthy MI

114 N. Main St., Perry 
perrydental.org

517-625-4163

Exercise keeps the body
and brain healthy. That's why
exercise should be an impor-
tant component of daily life
no matter one's age. 

WebMD says exercise
keeps the body and brain
healthy. That's why exercise
should be an important com-
ponent of daily life no matter one's age.

Research published in the journal Immune Aging found that
how people age is 75 percent lifestyle and only 25 percent
genetics, which underscores the importance of the lifestyle
choices people make.

Cardiorespiratory fitness
Many health experts say that cardiorespiratory fitness may

be just as valuable a metric to determine overall health as blood
pressure and lipid levels. People with a high aerobic capacity
can deliver oxygen to tissues and cells efficiently to fuel exer-
cise, according to data published in 2014 in the journal Aging

& Disease. Women who were fit from a cardiovascular per-
spective had a lower death rate from all causes, irrespective of
the women's weight.

Manage stress and mood
Exercise has direct stress-busting benefits that can promote

longevity. The Mayo Clinic says physical activity can increase
the production of endorphins, which are the body's feel-good
neurotransmitters. In addition, exercise can imitate the effects
of stress, helping the body adjust its flight or fight response
accordingly, and help them cope with mildly stressful situa-
tions. While engaged in exercise, people may forget about their
problems as they are focused on the activity at hand.

Improve bone health
Strength training and physical activity can stave off the

effects of frailty and osteoporosis, which affects bone strength.
A study published in the Journal of Internal Medicine in 2017
found that hip fractures are associated with diminished quality
of life and survival among the elderly. One in three adults aged
50 and over dies within 12 months of suffering a hip fracture,
and older adults have a five- to eight-times greater risk of

dying within three months fol-
lowing a hip fracture. Building
muscle strength, balance and
bone density through exercise
can reduce falls and frailty,
helping to prevent fracture-
related health risks.

Addresses sarcopenia
The health and wellness

resource Healthline defines
sarcopenia as the loss of mus-
cle mass specifically related to
aging. Doctors once consid-
ered this muscle loss
inevitable, and it can affect
stamina and lead to weakness.
However, new indications sug-
gest that exercise is the main
treatment regimen for sarcope-
nia, particularly resistance
training. This is designed to
improve muscle strength and
help balance hormone levels
by turning protein into energy
for older adults.

10% off
Monuments

511 E. Broad St., Chesaning
(989) 323-2323

We also do custom engraving!
Locally Owned & Operated

Benefits of Exercise

Long Term Care Rehabilitation Center Hospice/Respite Care

  Our quality staff delivers 24-hour a day compassionate care
by Registered Nurses, Licensed Practical Nurses

and Certified Nursing Aides. 
"From Hospital to Rehab to Home; Let Us Get You There"

We accept Managed Medicare Plans i.e. Humana, Med Plus Blue, McLaren, 
Medicaid and Private Pay Options

201 S. Front St. • Chesaning, MI • 989-845-6602

P Physical Therapy
P Speech Therapy
P Fractures & Wound Care
P Post-Surgery Recovery

P Occupational Therapy
P Orthopedic Therapy
P Stroke Rehabilitation
P Cognitive Therapy

HHHH Four Star Rating

If You’re 
Looking for 

QUALITY CARE,
You’ve Found It!

Exercise Ideas for People 
With Mobility Issues

Physical activity
is vital to overall
health. The World
Health Organization
says limiting time
spent being idle and
taking advantage of
opportunities to get
moving - even if it's
just a little bit of
exercise - can go a
long way toward
improving overall
health.

In November 2020, the WHO released new exercise guide-
lines for people of all ages. Adults should get between 150 and
300 minutes a week of moderate to vigorous aerobic activity,
and that includes older adults and those with chronic conditions
or disabilities.

Individuals with limited mobility due to age or preexisting
medical conditions may wonder how they can meet the guide-
lines for exercise. Those with chronic pain or illness sometimes
find that exercising for more than a few minutes can be chal-
lenging. Even brief periods of exercise can pay dividends, and
there are various approaches people can take to work around
mobility and other issues.

Explore chair exercises
Just because you are seated doesn't mean you can't get a

workout in. Seated chair exercises can work various muscle
groups. Seated arm rows, tummy twists, overhead arm raises,
hand squeezes with a tennis ball, inner thigh squeezes, leg lifts
and extensions, and many other exercises can be customized to
be performed in a chair.

Work out in the water
Exercising in the water can assist with movement and

reduce strain on the body. The Arthritis Foundation says the
water's buoyancy supports body weight, which minimizes
stress on joints and can alleviate pain. Water provides gentle
resistance as well - up to 12 times the resistance of air. That
means it's possible to build strength and muscle even just walk-
ing or swimming around a pool.

Use resistance bands
Resistance bands are like giant rubber bands that can be

used to build up strength and flexibility. Resistance bands are
effective, low-cost gear that
can offer high-impact results
for building muscle, staying
fit and increasing mobility.
Resistance bands can be used
in lieu of hand weights for
many exercises and be ideal
for those who find barbells
and dumbbells are challenging
to maneuver.We Focus on EYE Health

Dr. David L. Peters
(989) 224-6651

611 W. State St., Suite A
(At the corner of Morton & M-21)

St. Johns, MI 48879

Call Today for Appt.
Accepting Most Insurances

Senior Spotlight
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Sports

CAROLYN LONG
REALTOR®

Each office is independently
Owned and Operated

Cell: 989.277.4826
Direct: 989.403.5004
Email: carolyn.long@century21.com
1501 Glastonbury
Saint Johns, MI 48879

CAROLYN LONG
REALTOR®

Looking to Buy or Sell? Call Me Today! 

Licensed & Insured
Laingsburg, MI • 517-282-4347

517-651-2233-Fax   tylerheating.com

Good Luck Wolfpack!
• Air Conditioning • Service and Installation 

• Rebates & Tax Credits Available

Have a Great Season!

Wolfpack Girls Rebound from
Controversial Loss at Fowler
Torch Fulton Pirates 56-17
FULTON-MID-

DLETON -- The visit-
ing Wolfpack roared to
a 25-4 first quarter
lead and won for the
4th time in five games,
with a 56-17 rout of
Fulton.

Coach Doug
Hurst's Lady Wolves
were led by Ellie
Baynes with 14 points
and 6 steals.

Grace Graham was
again solid witg 11
points, 5 rebs, 5 assists
and 7 steals. Lorna
Strieff added 10 pts, 4
rebs, 4 assists and 5
steals; Julia Starr 6
pts.; Erica Wade 4 pts.;
Saige Wurm 3 pts. and
3 rebs; Hayleigh
Mertens 2 pts. and 4
steals; and Gabby
Paquet, Shaily Baynes
and Kezzie Dietz each
with 2 points.

L a i n g s b u r g
improved to 3-1 in the CMAC with the win. Said coach Hurst,
“After a tough loss with Fowler on Tuesday I was a little wor-
ried on how we may bounce back and respond. However, after
just a few minutes into the game it was clear to me that the girls
came to play, and we’re moving forward. I was very proud of
them, everyone of them played hard, and were fired up and
ready to go."

Lady Wolfpack edges St. Pats on the road to
stay in CMAC girls basketball title contention 
PORTLAND — Erica Wade drained two free throws to

stake Laingsburg to a 3-point lead, and Grace Graham nabbed
a steal with :05 seconds left, and the Wolfpack girls basketball
team escaped with a critical 36-33 away-from-home win here
March 2.

Coach Doug Hurst's Laingsburg girls basketball team need-
ed a win to keep its Central Michigan Athletic Conference
(CMAC) title hopes alive, and got it  to improve to 5-1 overall,
4-1 in the CMAC.

Ellie Baynes scored 12 points with five steals for the
Wolfpack. Lorna Strieff scored nine points with nine rebounds.
Wade finished with eight points. Graham had nine rebounds
and five steals. Saige Wurm grabbed 10 rebounds.

Portland St. Patrick (5-2, 4-1 CMAC) got 10 points from
Mara Schrauben.

Laingsburg beat the Shamrocks 49-28 Feb. 9 in its season
opener, but it did not count toward the league standings.

Both teams were one game behind league-leading Fowler,
5-0 in the CMAC. Coach Hurst said Portland St. Patrick and
Fowler will play March 16 in a league matchup.

Ellie Baynes scored 14 points for
Laingsburg against Fulton on Feb.
25th.                Photo by Burg Sports

Wolfpack Wrestling Team
Sweeps Coleman,

Breckenridge, Mayville 
LAINGSBURG -- Coach Shawn Baynes' Wolfpack

wrestling team swept three non-league rivals, in double-dual
action on March 2.

Team scores were Laingsburg 66 - Breckenridge 12;
Laingsburg 48  - Coleman 23 and Laingsburg 47 - Mayville 28
as the Wolves excelled on the mats.

Opposite Breckenridge, the Wolfpack opened up a 18-0
lead behind wins from Gabby Motz at 112, Martin Meyers at
119 and Desire Knoblauch at 125, before the Huskies' Derek
Maye won by forfeit at 130. The Wolfpack  then scored consec-
utive wins by Dacota Dysinger at 135; Aiden Baynes at 140,
Noah Gentry at 145, Kyle Boetcher at 152, Seth Sivak at 160,
Caleb Boetcher at 171, Brice Smith at 189 and Sean Divine at
215 to run to a 66-6 lead.

Against the Coleman Comets, Motz, Baynes, Gentry,  Kyle
Boetcher, Sivak, Caleb Boetcher, Smith and Divine all led a 48-
23 comeback victory after Laingsburg fell behind 18-6.

A technical fall by Dysinger, after a win by Motz, rallied the
Wolves from a 16-6 deficit vs. Mayville. Baynes and Kyle
Boetcher then won by fall, and Sivak, Caleb Boetcher, Smith
and Divine all won by forfeit as the red-and-white swept the
competition.

Wolfpack wrestling team continues early 
dominance on CMAC mats

LAINGSBURG -- The Wolfpack wrestling team continued
to make its case as one of the best mat contingents in the
Central Michigan Athletic Conference (CMAC), routing
Saranac 66-18.

SHS opened with 3 wins in the lightweight classes to grab
a narrow early lead, but coach Shawn  Baynes' Wolves churned
out 9 straight wins in the middle- to upper-weight slots to win
going away.

Laingsburg victories came from Gabby Motz at 112 lbs.,
Martin Meyers at 119, Dacota Dysinger at 135, Aden Baynes at
140, Noah Gentry at 145, Kyle Boetcher at 152, Seth Sivak at
160, Brice Smith at 171, Wyatt Stanfield at 189, Sean Divine at
215 and Iain Hart at 285.

In extra matches, Zach Grandy at 140, Alex Forcier at 152
and Jack Borgman at 152 all scored Wolfpack victories. 

Laingsburgs grappler Seth Sivak gets the win against against
Breckenridge on March 2nd.             Photo by Angela Motz

Fulton Drops Laingsburg to 
2-2 in CMAC with 53-42 

Boys Victory 
FULTON-MIDDLETON —

Laingsburg’s two-game win streak
was snapped February 26 as the
Wolfpack fell at Fulton-Middleton,
53-42.

Zach Hawes scored 15 points
for coach Daniel Morrill's Wolfpack
(2-2, 2-2 Central Michigan
Activities Conference).

Fulton improved to 2-3 in the
Central Michigan Activities
Conference and 3-3 overall. Bruce
Thelen scored 22 points and Joe
Lung added 18 for the Pirates.

Laingsburg stays in thick of CMAC boys basket-
ball race, 36-33 over Portland St. Patrick

PORTLAND — Zach Hawes
scored 16 points as Laingsburg
edged Portland St. Patrick 36-33
Tuesday.

“It was a straight up defensive
battle,” Laingsburg coach Daniel
Morrill said. 

The Wolfpack’s next-highest
scorer was Eli Woodruff, with six
points, as Laingsburg rose to 3-2
overall and 3-2 in the Central
Michigan Athletic Conference.

The Shamrocks fell to 1-4 over  
all and 0-4 in the CMAC.

Zach Hawes

Eli Woodruff

7400 Woodbury Rd., Laingsburg
(517) 651-6228

Good Luck WOLFPACK!
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Ashley Bears 2020-21 Winter Sports

Dave Sanders

For Your Best Deal

On a New or Used Vehicle!

Located at the Corner of M-52 and M-57 • CHESANING, MI
989-845-3057 • 800-882-4563

989-725-7096

GARBER
Chevrolet - Buick

Canopies: 10x20 - $65; 20x20 $85; 
20x30 - $95; 20x40 - $110

R & M Rental

RENTAL AGENT, ROGER DERSHEM
3701 N. DEWITT ROAD

(989) 224-4072  -  (989) 227-2233  -  (989) 640-1313

Tables 32’x8’ - $5, Round Tables - $9, Plastic Chairs 60¢,
Outdoor Sign $10, Ice Trays $10, 
Drink Coolers $10, Roasters $10. 

Hofferbert Sales Inc.,
200 N. Maple St., Bannister 

989-862-5300
Mon-Fri 8 am-12 Noon • 1-6 pm    Sat. 8 am-12 Noon  

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 

Good Luck Sports Teams!

Ashley Girls Varsity Basketball
Front row (l-r): Sophia Wirt, Lydea Ergen. 2nd row (l-r): Savannah Beebe, Manager Gracyn
McAllister, Alexyss McAllister. Back row (l-r): HC Joe Shaw, Allyson Emmendorfer, Ashleigh
Jelinek, AC Meggan Andrews, Jenna Wirt, AC Frank Sourek.

Ashley Boys Varsity Basketball
Front row (l-r): Logan Drummond, Bailey Long, Grant Malek, Jordan Huntoon, Chase Kral
Second row (l-r): Logan Hardman, Evan Litwiller, HC Steve Hardman, Caden Passmore, Aaron
Drummond.

2021 Ashley Boys Basketball 
by Ashleigh Shaw

Winter sports are finally underway and the Ashley boys’ basketball
team is ready for the season. Steve Hardman is returning to coach
again for his second year, assisted by Marty Cartwright. 

The team brings two returners from last years team, two seniors,
Grant Malek and Aaron Drummond. Newcomers this year are juniors
Logan Hardman, Evan Litwiller and Jordan Huntoon. Sophomores
Logan Drummond and Caden Passmore. 

Coach Hardman says his team lacks some depth, size and experi-
ence, but make up for those weaknesses by being hardworking, fast
and committed to improvement. Hardman also believes that his team
will be in the middle of the conference once the season ends. 

2021 Ashley Girls Basketball
by Ashleigh Shaw

The girls are also excited to get this season finally started and this
team is lead by returning juniors Jenna Wirt and Ashley Jelinek.
Joining the team this season are seniors Lydia Ergan, sophomores
Alexyss MacAllister, Savannah Beebe and Allison Emmandorfer along
with freshman Sophia Wirt.

Coach Joe Shaw is also returning with the team this season and
believes he has a good group of students who get along well and work
hard. This year’s team is very young, due to outside circumstances
some players decided not to play, which results in the teams being inex-
perienced. Coach Shaw believes that Sacred Heart, Merrill,
Breckenridge, Carson City and St. Charles will be battling for the top
of the league this season. 

Ashley Boys Basketball
2020-2021

3/6/21 1:00 pm Merrill H

3/9/21 6:30 pm  Carson City-Crystal H

3/11/21 6:30 pm  Sacred Heart Mt.P A

3/13/21 1:00 pm  Coleman A

3/18/21 6:30 pm Vestaburg A

3/20/21 1:00 pm St. Charles H

Ashley Girls Basketball
2020-2021

3/8/21 6:30 pm Carson City-Crystal A

3/10/21 6:30 pm Sacred Heart Acd. Mt. P H

3/12/21 6:30 pm Coleman H

3/17/21 6:30 pm Vestaburg H

3/19/21 6:30 pm St. Charles A

Coach Steve Hardman

Coach Joe Shaw
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Laingsburg Wolfpack 2020-21 Winter Sports

GOOD LUCK WOLFPACK TEAMS!

WWW.CHOICEREALTYLLC.COM

Your Local
Laingsburg Realty

(517) 927-7698
Kristen Brown, Broker

GOOD LUCK WOLFPACK!

9865 Round Lake Rd., Laingsburg

(517) 651-5043

New Location in 
Downtown Laingsburg
Phone (517) 651-1777 

Fax (517) 651-1779

Hours: Mon-Fri 9-6, Sat 9-2

WE BACK THE PACK!

Laingsburg Boys Varsity Basketball
Back row (l-r): Miguel Fajardo, Cooper Wilson, Caleb Clark, Ethan West, Josh Baker, Addison
Goff, Dayshawn Bowman, Zach Hawes. Front row (l-r): Jack Byrnes, Alex Brown, Landon
Tribe, Justin Grandy, Lucas Woodruff, Noah Hagarty, Eli Woodruff.

Wolfpack Cagers Return to Defend 2019-20
CMAC Title 

LAINGSBURG -- Coach Dan Morrill's 2021 edition of the
Wolfpack boys basketball team returns a solid nucleus of four return-
ing players, as the Wolves look to defend their Central Michigan
Athletic Conference (CMAC) championship from last season.

Officially, the 'Pack finished 14-1 in the CMAC, 19-2 last year -
- figuring in the disputed results from a controversial game at
Potterville last January 6. It seems all parties are eager to move on
from that experience.

So they will, with Zach Hawes, Josh Baker, Lucas Woodruff and
Justin Grandy leading the way as seasoned veterans.

"Our strengths will be depth, and good team speed," says coach
Morrill, entering his 2nd season at the Wolfpack helm. Morrill is no newcomer to Wolfpack
basketball, however, as a title-winning alumnus off teams coached by the legendary LHS men-
tor, Greg Mitchell.

The Wolves will be inexperienced at some positions, and with the current situation due to
a late start because of the Covid-19 pandemic, the roster isn't quite nailed down yet.

Could coach Morrill's 1st year as head coach have been any more challenging, between dis-
puted game results that ended up in a shared league championship, and then a nationwide pan-
demic? We're not thinking so.

Morill will again team with assistant coach Jordan McGee to navigate through another
tough CMAC race. "It's very hard to tell this year (a conference outlook), but Pewamo-
Westphalia, Bath, Fowler, Laingsburg and Potterville could all be in the mix," Morrill explains.
"Fulton could be decent, too."

Coach Dan Morrill

Wolfpack Girls Look to Improve on 15-8
Mark from 2020 Hoops Season

LAINGSBURG -- Veteran coach Doug Hurst returns for his 9th
season at the helm of the Wolfpack girls basketball program, with an
eye on improving on last year's solid 15-8 finish.

The Wolves went 10-6 in the Central Michigan Athletic
Conference (CMAC), and with a solid nucleus returning, hope to
compete with the likes of Pewamo-Westphalia, Portland St. Patrick
and Fowler for supremacy in the league race.

Hurst, 144-40 overall (.782) as the LHS mentor, returns standout
players in Grace Graham, Sr., PG; Lorna Strieff, Jr., F; Erica Wade, Jr.,
G; Hayleigh Mertens, Sr., G; Saige Wurm, Sr., F; Shaily Baynes, Sr.,
G; and Gabby Paquet, Sr., G.

Newcomers will include Dakota Ballard, Jr., PG/G; Julia Starr,
PG/G; Ellie Baynes, So., and F/G; Kezzie Dietz, J., G.

Graham is a senior point guard and  is regarded as one of the best players in the area after
nabbing first-team all-Central Michigan Athletic Conference honors as a junior. She averaged
12 points, six steals, six rebounds and two assists per game. 

Strieff was a second team all-leaguer who averaged seven points, six rebounds and two
steals. Wade averaged five points, three rebounds and two steals.

"Navigating a season through COVID-19 will be a challenge," says coach Hurst. “I’m
guessing, like most coaches, my goal this year, first and foremost, is getting through the season

healthy. With COVID, lack of practice/conditioning, it’s my pri-
ority to do the best I can in that area. From a competitive stand-
point, we have some shoes to fill that we have lost the last sever-
al years. So from an experienced point of view, we’re young but
if girls can step up quickly and fill some roles we should be com-
petitive and go into every game with the mindset to win."

Coach Doug Hurst

Laingsburg Girls Varsity Basketball
Team includes: Gracy Graham, Hayleigh Mertens, Shaily Baynes, Ellie Baynes, Erica Wde,
Dakota Ballard, Gabby Paquet, Kezzie Dietz, Lorna Strieff, Julia Starr, Saige Wurm. Head
Coach Dough Hurst, Asst. Coaches Tim Beebe, Eric Wade.

3/9/21 7:00pm Fulton A

3/11/21 7:00pm Dansville H

3/16/21 7:00pm Bath H

3/22/21 5:00pm MHSAA Districts H

3/24/21 5:00pm MHSAA Districts H

3/26/21 6:00pm MHSAA District Finals H

Laingsburg Basketball 2020-2021

3/10/21 7:00pm Fulton H

3/12/21 7:00pm Dansville A

3/17/21 7:00pm Bath A

3/23/21 5:00pm MHSAA Districts @ Perry A

3/25/21 5:00pm MHSAA Districts @Perry A

3/27/21 5:00am MHSAA District Finals A

Boys  Girls
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Downtown Laingsburg  
Open “7” Days • (517) 651-5477

HARDWARE

Tammy Arthur
REALTOR®

13183 Schavey Road
Dewitt, Michigan 48820

Cell: (517) 599-3394
Office: (517) 624-2723

Fax: (517) 669-8414
tammyarthurteam@gmail.com

http://www.tammyarthur.remax-michigan.com/

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Real Estate Professionals

116 E. Grand River
Laingsburg (517) 651-9911

Good Luck Wolfpack 
The Rest of the Season!

Laingsburg Varsity Wrestling
Front row (l-r): Alex Forcier, Sean Divine, Kyle Boettcher, Bryce Smith, Martin Meyer, Gabby
Motz, Aden Baynes, Jack Borgman, Wyatt Stanfield. Back row (l-r): Desire Knoblauch, Garrett
Mathews, Dakota Dysinger, Caleb Boettcher, Zack Grandy, Seth Sivak, Ian Hart, Noah Gentner,
Nichota Dunn, Lorenzo Stuckey, Dillon Soldon. Not pictured:Mikey Brooks

Wolfpack Wrestling Team Builds Off Success;
Looks to Make Post-Season Run 

LAINGSBURG -- Momentum.
It's something, in sports, that's tough to catch. When you do, it's

something to build on.
That is exactly what Laingsburg wrestling coach Shawn Baynes

plans to do with the 2021 Wolfpack wrestling team.
Before the Covid 19 pandemic hit -- remember that? February

2020? -- Baynes' Wolves fashioned a 2nd place standing in the
Central Michigan Athletic Conference (CMAC), then impressed with
a sterling post-season run.

Coach Baynes isn't backing off the gas. He sees the Wolfpack as
a 1st place candidate in the CMAC this winter.

But let's not get ahead of ourselves. "We are a very young team,"
Baynes says. "We have two seniors, one junior and the rest are soph-
omores and freshmen. (But) we have great depth with lots of young (underclassmen) experi-
ence."

The Wolfpack made a run last season that included returning grapplers Aden Baynes, Kyle
Boettcher, Caleb Boettcher, Scottie Brewer, Michael Brooks, Sean Divine, Noah Getner, Gabby
Motz abd Iain Hart.

A stellar -- numerous -- list of newcomers includes Jack Borgman, Nicota Dunn, Dacota
Dysinger, Alex Fornier, Zach Grandy, Desire Knoblauch, Garrett Matthews, Martin Meyers,
Seth Sivak, Bryce Smith, Dillion Soldan, Wyatt Stanfield and Lorenzo Stuckey.

Says coach Baynes, "I hope to have a team that goes on a deep run into the (state) tourna-
ment. I also hope to have 5 to 7 state qualifiers this season."

Coach Shawn Baynes

Laingsburg Boys Freshman Basketball
Front row (l-r): Austin Wright, Adam Essenberg, Vance Klont, Jacob Agueros, Braden Jodway,
Lucas Dafoe, Dano Winans, Clayton Bergey. Back row (l-r): Jayse Grettenberger, Aiden
Maddaloni, Lucas Matthews, Ty Randall, Cam Ballard, Elliott Wilsey, Jackson Audretsch.

Laingsburg Boys JV Basketball
Front row (l-r): Tommy Gousetis, Jacob Essenberg, Brayden Thomas, Adam Myers, Kyle Thelen.
Back row (l-r): Brad Dedic, Zander Woodruff, Luke Snyder, Connor Hulliberger, Hayden
Johnston. Head Coach: Rob Porritt 

Laingsburg Co-Ed Wrestling 2020-2021

3/10/21 5:00pm Perry A

3/15/20 TBA MHSAA Districts TBA

3/22/21 TBA MHSAA Regionals TBA

3/31/20 TBA MHSAA Team Finals TBA

4/2/21 TBA MHSAA Individual State TBA

4/3/21 TBA MHSAA Individual State TBA

Coaches

please remem-

ber to submit

your results so

the Meridian

Weekly can

publish them

in that weeks

publication!

Laingsburg
Girls JV

Basketball
Ashley Bila, Callie Clark,
Ella Merrell, Brenna
Highfield, Addy Elkins,
Savanna Hernandez, Ashlee
Hawes, Joy Antcliff, Bella
Strieff. Head Coach Julia
Angst, Asst. Coach Katie
Chalker.
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MMPA
Michigan Milk

Producers Assn.

Good Luck

Area Teams

989-834-2221
431 W. Williams St. Ovid

9779 M-21, Ovid
Call Today For Appointment

(989) 834-5031

Finish the
Season Strong

Marauders

MAIN 
STREET 
PIZZA

132 S. Main St., Ovid
834-2295

PIZZA • SUBS • SALADS

Good Luck
Area Teams

In The
Districts!

Ovid-Elsie Boys Varsity Basketball
Front row (l-r):Cal Byrnes, Jackson Thornton, Kiegan Ormes, Adam Barton, Gavin Godfrey
Second row (l-r): Mike Loynes, Colin Fluharty, Clay Wittenberg, Alex Eichenberg, Dylan
Carman, Logan Thompson, Austen Jones. Back row (l-r): Carson Gregory, Brayden Phillips,
Josh Latz, Jacob Schaub, Jacob Tomasek, Tyler Bancroft.

Ovid-Elsie Male Cagers Excited to Be on
Court, Look to be MMAC Basketball

Favorites Once Again 
OVID-ELSIE -- Forget about the winning legacy. The accomplish-

ments from recent seasons. The goal of competing for league and dis-
trict titles again.

The Marauder boys basketball team -- in trying times like these --
is just happy to be on the court again.

"We are so grateful and appreciative of every moment we get to be
on the court together in a year like this," says veteran coach Josh Latz.
"We hope to play our best and compete every night."

The Marauders rank as a MMAC favorite once again, coming off
a 14-0 league season, 20-2 overall. Coach Latz lists their strengths as
"culture, athleticism and depth," as they return six key veteran contrib-
utors: Jackson Thornton, Cal Byrnes, Dylan Carman, Adam Barton,
Kiegan Ormes and Carson Gregory. Add in newcomers Logan
Thompson, Colin Fluharty, Jacob Tomasek, Gavin Godfrey, Clay Wittenberg, Jacob Schaub,
Alex Eichenberg and Brayden Phillips, and you've got an O-E contingent that ranks at the top of
the MMAC pre-season rankings once again.

The MMAC ranks like this: O-E, New Lothrop, Chesaning, Durand, Mt. Morris, Montrose,
LakeVille and Byron. Of course, the games need to be played and time will tell -- as all teams
fight through the weird times encompassed by a Covid-19 pandemic.

Coach Latz will be assisted by Mike Loynes, Austen Jones, Shayne Loynes and Jakob
Loynes as the delayed 2021 season finally kicks into gear in early February.

Quickness, Speed Will be Team Strengths as
O-E Girls Open the 2021 Cage Season 

OVID-ELSIE -- The Marauders girls basketball team, 2021 edi-
tion, will be gunning to improve on last year's solid 15-7 finish.

Coach Ryan Cunningham's Lady Marauders went 9-5 in the
MMAC, good for third place. Coach Cunningham will be assisted by
Jason Tokar and Justin Moore with a team that has the hallmarks of
speed and quickness.

"Our strengths will be quickness, speed and team chemistry," says
coach Cunningham, as he's impressed with a lineup that returns six
solid players.

Where can Ovid-Elsie improve?  "Losing the summer (practice
season to Covid-19) is tough. We do have some inexperience. That is
where we would have found ourselves."

Newcomers Hailee Campbell, Evalyn Cole, Ava Bates and
Braeden Tokar are the 2021 additions. They'll look to blend with sea-
soned veterans Madison Cunningham, Tristin Ziola, Kaylee Hall, Braylon Byrnes, Kiah
Longoria and Caitlyn Walter.

Coach Cunningham sees Byron, New Lothrop, Durand, Chesaning, Montrose, Mount Morris
and LakeVille -- in that order -- as he assesses the strength of the MMAC. Look for O-E in the
top three of that rundown.

"If we can find ourselves early on, we can compete for a conference and district title," he
says.

Ovid-Elsie Girls Varsity Basketball
Front row (l-r): Kaylee Hall, Kiah Longoria, Tristin Ziola, Caitlyn Walter. Second row (l-r):
Jayelnn Doan, Braylon Byrnes, Braeden Tokar, Evalyn Cole, Hailee Campbell, Ellyanna
Carman. Back row (l-r): Jason Tokar, Ava Bates, Madison Cunningham, Ryan Cunningham,
Justin Moore.

Coach Josh Latz
Coach Ryan Cunningham

Your
Marauder

Sports
Radio

Network
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Open Daily: 7-11 • Sunday 9-11
Downtown Ovid • 989-834-5803

Good 
Luck 

The Rest 
of the

Season!
611 W. Williams, Ovid, MI 48866

(989) 834-5422

BUYING ALL SCRAP METAL - OPEN M-F 9-5 Ovid Service Agency
Meeting Your Insurance Needs

Main Street, Ovid

(989) 834-2288

GOOD LUCK IN DISTRICTS

MARAUDERS!

Ovid-Elsie Boys Freshman Basketball
Front row (l-r): Cohen Tyler,Bruce Thornton, Jamison Custer, Mason Ritenburg, Dominic
Kline. Back row (l-r): Mgr Kaden Huss, Carter Hebeler, Hunter Bates, Caven Brooks, Brayden
Ormes, Joe Humrich, Coach Ron Shivley. Missing: Asst Coach Brad Kline, Mgr Tayt Kline.

Ovid-Elsie Boys JV Basketball
Front row (l-r): Gunner McCreery, Perrien Rasch, Shaine Leslie, Justice Moore, Braxton
Stenger, Colin Veith. Back row (l-r): Coach Joel Longstreth, Jonas Neumeier, Jayden Watson,
Beau Price, Kole Middleton, Nick Long. Missing: Brayden Miller. 

Marauder Competitive Cheer Team Brings
Positive Attitude to 2021 Season

OVID-ELSIE -- Remaining upbeat over the past year, as a high school athlete during the
Covid-19 pandemic, has been ... putting it mildly ... a tremendous challenge.

Yet that's what Marauder competitive cheer coach Hailey Godfrey calls a team strength as
O-E enters the 2021 campaign with " ... great coordination, strong cheer motions ... and posti-
tive attitudes," she explains.

"Just like any other year this will be a difficult conference (race) with hard-fought wins,"
coach Godfrey explains. "We have all had the huge disadvantages Covid has brought, so it will
be interesting to see how our season goes. This has been a difficult season to navigate already
with so many changes and delays, but our positive mindset keeps us working harder every day."

The Marauders return a bevy of experience including Karli Witt, Allyson Pokorny, Alexis
Hart-Butcher, Alexandrea Ladiski, Amber Ingraham, Lani Kahalehau, Mary Draher, Olyvia
Darling, Claire Wiktorowski, Jordyn Smith, Hannah Moore and Chelsie Shamblin.

Newcomers include Amy Davis, Telexia Terpening and Macey Bennett. 

Ovid-Elsie Varsity Competitive Cheer
Top row (l-r): Allyson Pokorny, Alexandrea Ladiski, Mary Draher, Alexis Hart-Butcher, Olyvia
Darling, Lani Kahalehau, Amber Ingraham. Back row (l-r): Telexia Terpening, Macey Bennett,
Hannah Moore, Karli Witt, Jordyn Smith, Claire Wiktorowski, Amy Davis  Not pictured: Coach
Hailey Godfrey. 

Ovid-Elsie Girls JV Basketball
Front row (l-r): Kylee Milledge, Haylee Palus, Samantha Snider, Cari Martinez, Rylee Lewis,
Kathryn Thornton. Back row (l-r): Murphy Alexa, Katie Lorio, Assistant Coach Caron White,
Assistant Coach Brian Gavenda, Head Coach Brandon Belill, Isabella Loynes, Hadley Bukantis.

Ovid-Elsie Boys
JV (2) Bowling

Front row (l-r): Brandon
Grieder, Tobin Clark, Macy
Fabus and Austin Smith. Back
row (l-r): Coach Darin
Underhill, Asst. Coach Wayne
Underhill. Missing: Karina
Custer Inset: Wyatt Wilcox
from Team 1. Not pictured:
Makenna Pierce, Olivia Burt,
Tyler Burt and Gunnar
Barrett.



March 7, 2021 - THE MERIDIAN WEEKLY - FAX (989) 834-2066 - PHONE (989) 834-2264 - e-mail news@meridianweekly.com PAGE 17

Ovid-Elsie Marauders 2020-21 Winter Sports

Ovid-Elsie
Animal Clinic, P.C.

3900 N. Hollister Rd.
Ovid, MI

989-834-5333
GO 

MARAUDERS

Ovid-Elsie Boys Varsity Wrestling
Front row (l-r): Alexis Butcher, Talan Parsons, Cole Workman, Aubrey Arnett, Cecilia Eldridge.
Second row (l-r): Coach Kyle Spiess, Coleten Towsley-Wagner, Kyron Miller, Sam Grubaugh,
Rudy Morales, Kameron Arnett , Coach Justin Potter. Third row (l-r): Coach Frank Goodrich,
Max Spiess, Gavyn Perry, Kaia Spiess, Luke Follett. Not pictured: Joshua Everden.

Marauder Wrestling Team Low in
Numbers, Strong in Talent 

OVID-ELSIE -- What coach Kyle Spiess' Marauder wrestling
team lacks in numbers, it makes up for in talent and experience.

Two O-E grapplers are ranked in the Top 12 in the state, and the
Marauders return nine veteran leaders who'll join four newcomers as
the team tries to improve on last season's 2-6 conference finish (6-9
overall).

"We have a small team but a lot of experienced wrestlers," says
coach Spiess. "Talan Parsons enters his freshman year ranked #7 in
Division III at 103 lbs., and Max Spiess in ranked #12 at 125 lbs. We
have lots of experience ... just not enough wrestlers."

What that means is that Ovid-Elsie will be giving away needed points by not filling weight
classes, making it especially tough to win dual meets. Says coach Spiess, "We will not fill all the
weight classes, but we will be tough where we have wrestlers. We have been plagued by injuries
before the season which will reduce the amount of weight classes filled."

The Marauders return seniors Cecilia Eldridge, Coleten Towsley-Wagner and Karmeron
Arnett; juniors Gavyn Perry, Max Spiess, Sam Grubaugh, Rudy Morales and Aubrey Arnett; and
sophomore Luke Follet. Newcomers include junior Joshua Everden, and freshmen Parsons, Cole

Workman and Kaia Spiess.
"If we are allowed to have a

final conference meet we
would have some champi-
onships and alot of placers due
to our experience," says the
coach. "Overall as a team, we
are small, so it could prove dif-
ficult to win dual meets."

Coach Spiess rates the con-
ference as one of the strongest
in Michigan. "The MMAC is
one of the toughest conferences
in the state," he explains. "Four
of the eight teams qualified for
the State Meet as a team."

Kyle will be assisted by
Frank Goodrich and Justin
Potter as the Marauders finally
get their Covid-19 delayed sea-
son underway.

Please Save the Date!

April 11, 2021

The Ovid Elsie Sports Boosters along with 
Marauder Wrestling Present the 6th Annual

The Reverse Raffle
Virtual Edition

3:00 pm
Due to continuous Covid issues this event will be streamed
on the internet. Please watch for details. If  you wish to return
your ticket due to the circumstances, please contact: Kyle
Spiess 989-395-4901, Carl Thornton 517-749-9203, or Amy
Knickerbocker 989-992-7797

Quartet of Returning Swimmers
Lead Marauders into 

2021 Season 
OVID-ELSIE -- A quartet of strong, experienced swimmers lead

coach Karl Dahlke's Ovid-Elsie team into the 2021 season.
Finally able to get things rolling after a suspended season due to

the Covid-19 pandemic, Dahlke is looking to returning Maruaders
Sam Harden, Gavyn Leavitt, Skyler Spitzley and Luke Spitzley to
lead the team, looking to match or improve on last season's 8-5
record.

That foursome will be
joined by newcomesr Max
Spiess and Lindsey Washburn.
"Our team is hard working and
with great attitudes," says
coach Dahlke. "We lost (a lot)
of our strength from last year,
but still look to have some
good showings. We should be
able to break a record and qual-
ity for the State Finals in an
event or two."

Dahlke will be assisted by
coaches Eugene Howe and
Gabrielle Wildes. That
Marauders will be competing
with a conference affiliation in
2021.

Ovid-Elsie Varsity Swimming
Front row (l-r): Gavyn Leavitt, Ben Cook, Luke Spitzley, Skylar Spitzley. Second row (l-r): Ruby
Stambersky,Caleb Love,Alayna Zemla, Sam Harden, Tori Maynard, Max Spiess. Third row (l-r):
Coach Wyatt Dahlke, Alexis Spitzley, Ryan Gavenda,Gage Kvalevog, Ethan O'Brien, Coaches
Gabrielle Wildes and Jowa Wildes. Fourth row (l-r): Karl Dahlke Kaydence Bowen, Amelia
Cook, Lindsey Washburn, Rachel Spitzley, Kaia Spiess, Coach Eugene Howe. Missing Natalie
Leavitt

COUPON

COUPON

Ovid Outdoor Power
9055 M-21, Ovid

Save

Right Now
20 Point Tune-Up

Only $99.95
Similiar Savings on Push Mower Tune-Ups

Pickup &
Delivery
Available

Phone:
834-5511

Spring Tractor & 
Zero Turn 

Tune-Up Special!

$50
Regular
$149.95 plus

parts

ovidoutdoorpower@gmail.com

Coach Karl Dahlke

Coach Kyle Spiess
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HEATING & 
COOLING

204 S. Main Street,
P.O. Box 463, Ovid, MI

48866

(989) 834-6288
www.billsheatingcooling.com

Sales & Service

Licensed and Insured
Fireplaces

Thornton & Sons
Construction & Design Inc.

• Remodeling Specialists • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Wood Basements • New Homes • Architectural Design

Phone: 989-862-4889 

Licensed Builder
Lead Certified Renovator

Veterans Affairs Approved

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People

Find What They’re Looking For! 1

Holes - N - More - LLC
6 in. 12 in. 18 in.  24 in. 30 in. Holes

“Your Hole is Our Goal”
Insured

Ron Keck

Cell 517-896-5261

Concrete Tear-Out and Replace
New Concrete Flat Work
Preparation for Concrete

FERRALL’S TREE

“Old Fashioned Service with Modern Technology”

Experienced • Equipped • Insured
Stump Removal

989-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561

3 ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS ON STAFF

Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc.

We beat all LOCAL competitors rates GUARANTEED!

SPECIALTY SALVAGE

CURBSIDE GARBAGE SERVICE

FREE Curb Cart Rental For Seniors 
Serving Clinton • Gratiot • Saginaw Counties.

989-725-8062Owosso:

Buying all scrap metals: 
Autos & Junk Equipment. 

One stop for all your 
recycling & waste needs.

Miller/Bartz
Septic

200 ft. of hose

2 Locations
Ovid

834-2733
Owosso

743-5055

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a 
double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a 
circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

• Full Service 
Auto Repair

9779 M-21, Ovid
(989) 834-5031

Floors - Sidewalks - Driveways - Pole Barn
Garages - Foundations

989-834-2997

Brand Builders
Jerry Orweller

CONCRETE

Residential - Commercial
ROOFS

Bobcat Service of All Types

MATT’S TOWING &
ROAD SERVICE
(989) 640-7381

Auto Repair (989) 834-5511

9055 E. M-21 • Ovid

Advertise Your
Business Here

only$22
per week!

For More Info:
989-834-2264

Marauder Bowling Team Returns Outstanding
Keglers in 2021 Ovid-Elsie Season 

OVID-ELSIE -- Don't look for a shortened 2021 season, due to Covid-19, to phase the
Ovid-Elsie bowling team.

Coach Matt Fabus returns an outstanding group of keglers -- boys and girls -- to Marauder
teams that won 12 out of 14 conference matches in 2020.

You know. Before 'Rona took a toll on the rest of the high school bowling slate.
Fabus returns solid bowlers in Mikayla Kelley, Lizzy Underhill and Morgan Douglas on the

girls' side; Corbin Kelley, Ian Hehrer, Steve Zedemont and Tommy Terpening on the boys side
as the 2021 season has finally rolled out.

Newcomers looking to make an impact are girls Gracie Schultz, Emma Fox, Ashland
Particka and boys Evan Hehrer and Clay Wenzlick.

"The conference outlook looks good for both squads," says coach Fabus. "Hopefully get-
ting the season in and healthy, with everything going on, will happen."

The Marauders are calling Riverbend Bowl in Corunna their home for a hopeful 2021
campaign.

Ovid-Elsie Boys Varsity Bowling
Front row (l-r): Clay Wenzlick, Corbin Kelley, Steve Zedemong. Back row (l-r); Ian Hehrer,
Coach Matt Fabus, Evan Hehrer. Inset photo Tommy Terpening.

Ovid-Elsie Girls Varsity Bowling
Front row (l-r): Ashland Particka, Gracie Schultz, Elizabeth Underhill. Back row: Coach Matt
Fabus. Inset photo: top-bottom: Mikayla Kelley, Morgan Douglass, Emma Fox.
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C L A S S I F I E D  D I R E C T O R Y

HANDYMAN: Fall Clean-Up.
Leaves, eavestrough cleaning,
general painting. Call today to
schedule snow removal, resi-
dential including sidewalks.
Call Jim 517-881-9977.

1545tf
-----------------------------------------

J & M WELL DRILLING &
Service, Inc. Emergency
Service. Perry 517-675-5956
Owosso 989-743-5626
Point of Sale Work, 5” PVC
Well Drilling, Well Repairs,
Pumps and Tanks,
Chlorinating and Testing.
www.waterhelpnow.com.  TF          

FERRALL’S FIREWOOD:
Good quality hardwood.
$50/face cord plus delivery. 
Family owned & operated since
1978. (989) 862-4453; (989)
666-0561                            1534t2

WE INSTALL: Steel roofs on
high barns. Free estimates. Ask
for John 616-527-3635.

1525tf
-----------------------------------------

FARM 

FOR SALE

For Sale: Four tires, size 215-
75-R16, mounted and balanced
on GM rims. $180 firm. Call Art,
517-202-2704.            1560tf
-----------------------------------------

Meridian Weekly
Phone: 989-834-2264

Email: ads@meridianweekly.com

SERVICES

NOW HIRING - Community
Manager and Maintainance Tech
We are seeking a positive &
friendly person for both Full Time
positions in the Laingsburg area.
Successful candidate will possess
effective organizational  & leader-
ship skills along with being a self-
starter and dependable. Call 
989-679-7301. (EOE)   1566t2

HELP WANTED

NOW LEASING

LOOKING GLASS TERRACE - is
now accepting rental applications
for our 2 bedroom apartments
located in Laingsburg. We offer a
quiet peaceful setting, community
room for gatherings with laundry
facilities on site. Looking Glass
Terrace is an affordable elderly
community (elderly is defined as
62 years of age or disabled of any
age) and barrier free united may
be available. Call 517-679-7301.
(EHO)                      1566t2

POND STOCKING
FISH FOR STOCKING: Most
varieties, pond - lakes. Laggisʼ
Fish Farm. (269) 628-2056,
days or (269) 624-6215,
evenings.                     1566t12
----------------------------------------

METAL ROOFING regular and
shingle style. HALF OFF ON
SPECIAL COLORS! Also, life-
time asphalt shingles available.
Licensed and insured builders.
Quality work for 40 years! 
517-575-3695.                  CPM
-----------------------------------------

ATTENTION EMPLOYERS!!!
Reach across the state with a
Michigan MegaMarket
Statewide Classified Newwork
EMPLOYMENT classified ad.
Reach 1.9 million households
within highly-read, local home-
delivered newspapers and
shopping guides each week! A
25-word ad is just $249.00, $10
for additional words per-week!
Buy 3 ads, receive each 4th ad
FREE! Call 1-800-783-0267
today. CPM
-----------------------------------------

MATTRESSES

ADJUSTABLE Bed Brand New
with Imcomfort gel memory
foam mattress. Retail Cost
$3,995.00, sacrifice for $875.00
Call for showing or delivery:
989-615-2951.              CPM
-----------------------------------------

AUCTIONS

Weekly Online Auctions
Firearms, Sporting Goods,
Tools, Lawn & Garden, Antiques
& Collectibles! Go to:
www.SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com

for details. Contact Auctioneer Joe
Sherwood for your LIVE ONSITE
Auction Needs. 989-763-7157.

CPM
-----------------------------------------

EMPLOYMENT

BUSINESS SERVICE

Virtual Gun and Ammunition
Acution. Bid now thru Sat.,
March 13. Simulcast bidding
begins at 10 a.m. Sat., March
13, 2021. Handguns;
military/hunting rifles; shotguns;
60,000+ rounds of ammo; much
more! Details at
www.EpicAuctions.com    CPM
-----------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS

FREE AUTO INSURANCE
QUOTES for uninsured and
insured drivers. Let us show
youhow much you can save! 
Call 888-330-4197.            CPM
-----------------------------------------

HAVING MEN’S HEALTH
ISSUES: Thanks to science,
ED can be optional. Try HIMS.
Connect with a medical profes-
sional online. If approved, your
prescribed medication is deliv-
ered to your door. FREE online
visit http://himsnow.com/mich

CPM
-----------------------------------------

The GENERAC PWRcell, a
solar plus battery storage sys-
tem. SAVE money, reduce your
reliance on the grid, prepare for
power outages and power your
home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing
Option. Request at a FREE, no
obligation, quote today. Call 1-
855-476-9698.                CPM
-----------------------------------------

ARTHRITIS, COPD: Joint Pain
or Mobility Issues on the
Stairs? **STOP STRUG-
GLING** Give Your Life A Lift!
An Acorn Stairlift is a perfect
solution! A BBB Rating. Call
now for $250 OFF your pur-
chase. FREE DVD & brochure. 
1-855-280-6240              CPM
-----------------------------------------
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for [350+]
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance -NOT just a discount plan.
[Don’t wait!] Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 
1-877-253-3162
www.dental50plus.com/55 #6258   

CPM
-----------------------------------------
DIRECTV - Every live football
game, every Sunday - any-
where - on your favorite device.
Restrictions apply. Call IVS - 
1-888-351-0154.            CPM
----------------------------------------

HERNIA REPAIR? DID YOU
RECEIVE A HERNIA MESH
PATCH between 2009 - pres-
ent? Did you suffer complica-
tions from removal surgery,
bowel perforation, infection,
abdominal wall tears, puncture
of abdominal organs or intestin-
al fistulae after placement of
this device? You may be enti-
tled to compensation. Attorney
Charles Johnson.
1 - 8 0 0 - 5 3 5 - 5 7 2 7 .
CPM
-----------------------------------------

Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 

The Weekly
989-834-2264

AMISH BUILT mini cabins or
storage sheds delivered to
your site anywhere in
Michigan!  Starting at
$2,750.00.  mynextbarn.com   
989-832-1866                 CPM
----------------------------------------

Ellsworth Online Estate Tool
Auction - Byron, MI.
Wood/Metal Vertical Band
Saws, Machinist Tooling,
Horizonal Band Saw, Shop
Cabinets, Lathe Tooling,  More.
Bid March 11-15 at
NarhiAUCTIONS.com 
810-266-6474.               CPM
-----------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS

BIDS

Applebee Oil
& Propane
108 N. Mill St.,

Ovid

989-834-2828 or
800-882-0876

MICHIGAN
LIVESTOCK

SERVICE
Serving the Farm Community

989-834-2661
110 N. Main St., Ovid

M-F 9:30-3:30pm; Sat. 9:30-12:30pm

(989) 251- 8531

PERU 
Competitive Rates

Quality Work

Now Scheduling Small Indoor Projects
Bathrooms • Flooring • Kitchens 

Landscaping
& Handyman

Ray Peru

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a 

double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a 

circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People

Find What They’re Looking For! 2

Ovid-Elsie
Animal
Clinic

3900 N. Hollister Rd.
Ovid, MI

989-834-5333

Doody Well Drilling
New Wells (Steel & Plastic) • Clean Water Systems 

• Certified Pump Repair • Well Replacement & Repair
State of Michigan #1616 Full Insured

517-651-5914
5624 W. Grand River Rd.

LAINGSBURG

Name 
Brand Pumps 

& Tanks

Scharnweber
Well Drilling

517-651-2211
Family Owned Business
Serving the Laingsburg & Surrounding

Communities for Over 20 Years.

Pump
Technician

Furnace
Technician

HEATING • COOLING • PLUMBING
Sales & Service

989-834-5554
DAVE BENO

Ovid, MI
Cell # 989-798-7052

Answering 
Service 

Available

Ovid Lions/VFW
Hall

214 S. Main St., Ovid
Available for rental.
(989) 834-2551

Self-Storage Units

9596 E. M-21, Ovid

Open Units Available
•4 Sizes Available

989-862-4102

Storage Solutions

BNM TRAILER
SALES, INC.

989-862-5252

We Do Sandblasting
7577 N. Hollister Rd. Elsie

Custom Trailers
• Utility • Lawn 
• Construction

Septic Tank Service
• Portable Restrooms • Commercial/Residential

• Septic Tank Cleaning • Drain Cleaning
Licensed & Insured

Call (989) 845-6280 • Chesaning

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

FOR SALE: 1995 Chevy 2500
long box pickup 4X4 Ovid-Elsie
Area Schools will be selling 1995
Chevy 2500 long box pickup 4X4
(floor shift) with diamond straight
blade 7.5ft plow 5.7lV-8 gas
engine, 4I80E automatic transmis-
sion, 129,450 miles. (Minimum bid
of $1,000) This truck is being sold
in “as in” condition . Truck is to be
picked up by March 19, 2021.
Written bids are to be sent, or
delivered by 3:00 pm, Monday,
March 15, 2021 to: Ryan
Cunningham, Superintendent, 
Ovid-Elsie Area Schools, 8989
Colony Road, Elsie, MI 48831.
Please mark Truck BID on the
front of your envelope. 
Please contact Bill or Loren at
(989) 834-2271, ext. 1563 with
any questions.                1567t2
-----------------------------------------

AN AMISH LOG HEAD-
BOARD AND Queen Pillow
Top Mattress Set.  Brand new-
never used, sell all for $375.
Call anytime.      989-923-1278.

CPM
-----------------------------------------

AMISH FURNITURE

AMISH LOG BEDS Dressers,
Rustic Table and Chairs,
Mattresses for Cabin or Home.
Lowest price in Michigan! 
dandanthemattressman.com
989-923-1278

CPM
-----------------------------------------

Meridian Weekly
Phone: 989-834-2264

Email: ads@meridianweekly.com
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Call SMG St. Johns to schedule an  
appointment today, 989.224.2338.

From stuffy noses to specialty services,  
look to SMG St. Johns. We are here for you! 
Monday-Friday | 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
New patients welcome.

Now offering 
same-day care with your physician.

Sparrow Medical Group  
St. Johns Primary Care

Sparrow Clinton Professional Building
901 S. Oakland St.,  St. Johns, MI

Sparrow.org/Clinton

Katie Ryan, M.D. 
Family Medicine

Gregory Holzhei, D.O. 
Family Medicine

Kay McLaughlin, D.O. 
Internal Medicine
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O-E Bowling
submitted by Matt Fabus

The Ovid-Elsie Varsity Teams were at B’s Bowling Center in Flint on February 25th. Both
teams came out on the winning  side against Mt. Morris.

The girls won 23-3. High games were Emma Fox 130; Morgan Douglass 148; Gracie
Schultz 151, 169; Mikayla Kelley 171, 245; Lizzy Underhill 177, 192. 

Boys won 17-13. High games included Evan Hehrer 143; Tommy Terpening 155, 177; Steve
Zedemont 165, 183; Ian Hehrer 179, 170; Corbin Kelley 168, 193.

On February 27th teams were at Colonial Lanes in Flushing. Both teams were up against
Atherton. 

The girls won 27-3. High games Morgan Douglass 143, 137; Gracie Schultz 155; Mikayla
161; Lizzy Underhill 180, 141.

Boy came out on top 29-1. High games were Evan Hehrer 180; Clay Wenzlick 135; Tommy
Terpening 166, 168; Ian Hehrer 204, 220; Corbin Kelley 190.

Marauder Grapplers Keep it Rolling in
Double-Dual Prep Wrestling Action 

OVID-ELSIE -- Another strong showing by
the lightweight weight groups highlighted
recent prep wrestling action at the Byron and
Durand Quads.

At Byron on February 26, team scores were
OE 48, Byron 27; Ovid-Elsie 30, Swan Valley
48 and Durand 66, O-E 18.

At Durand the following day, team scores
looked like this: OE 48 - Carman Ainsworth 15;
OE 22 - Flushing 48 and OE 13 - Durand 66.

For the Marauders, Talan Parsons (fresh-
man at 103) went 6-0 on the weekend and
sports a 12-0 season record. Talan defeated the
#2 ranked Tyler Ueberroth from Swan Valley.

Cole Workman (frosh at 112) went 6-0 on
the weekend and boasts a 11-1 season record.

Gavyn Perry (junior at 130) went 5-1 on the weekend and owns a 9-3 season record.
Said coach Kyle Spiess, “We are wrestling really well where we have the weights filled.

Giving up 6-7 voids per dual meet makes it hard to win as a team and with this shortened sea-
son all we wrestle is dual meets. We are focusing on refining our athletes skills and are planning
one of the strongest finishes at the individual state finals on April 2nd and 3rd as a group.”

OE Freshman wrestler Talan Parsons defeated #2 ranked Tyler Ueberroth from Swan Valley
on Feb. 26th. Photos by Marie Spiess

Gavyn Perry, OE junior, finished the double-
dual weekend at 5-1.


