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Santa Arrives in the Village of Elsie
by Dawn D. Levey
ELSIE – Only in the Village of Elsie will you not only

celebrate the lighting of the Christmas tree but also the light-
ing of the bovine.  Saturday, December 11, Santa arrived
escorted by a spectacular light parade.

A big thank-you goes out to the Elsie Area Fire
Department, Elsie American Legion Post 501 and the
Village of Elsie.

Chief Goodrich to Retire from City of Ovid
For over forty years, Al Goodrich has been a part of policing

in the Ovid and Elsie communities. Wednesday, December 29,
2021 will be Chief Al Goodrich’s last day of service to the City
of Ovid.

Al graduated from Ovid-Elsie in 1975. He and two other
locals, Tom Skinner and Gary Bensinger graduated from the
Flint Police Academy on April 30, 1978.

Al was hired as a part-time patrolman in 1980 by both the
Village of Elsie and Ovid. In 1982 he became the Chief of Police
in Elsie serving that community until 1985. He then worked at
the Clinton County jail for the next three years. He rejoined the
Village of Ovid police department in 1988 as a patrolman,
advancing to sergeant for the next 20 years serving under three
Chiefs. He was promoted to Chief in 2012 following the retire-
ment of Phil Cooley.

Goodrich currently serves as  Captain of the Clinton County
Mounted Division. He also served on the Ovid-Middlebury Fire
& Ambulance Departments for over 20 years.

“I have enjoyed working with and for the communities of Ovid and Elsie. Age has taken over
and it’s time for me to switch gears. Forty three years sure went by fast,” explained the Chief.
He and his wife Corrie live in rural Ovid in the home he was born in. “I look forward to spend-
ing more time with my sons Bryant and Ross and my step-children, Shaun, Theron, Nicholas and
Cassandra, and our 7 grand-children,” explained Goodrich.Future plans for Al include working
part-time for Shiawassee County as a Deputy at the Court House. 

An Open Hose for Chief Goodrich will be held on Wednesday, December 29th from 3pm-
6pm at City Hall in Ovid. The public is invited to stop in and wish him well.

Post 8964 Commander, Leonard Huyck, Lilian Bates, Haley
McClung and Post 8964 member, Aaron McClung pictured here
with the Partiot’s Pen Essay Winners.

Voice of Democracy Winners (l-r) Gianluca Castorina,
Kaylee Hall and Christina Rademacher. Absent from photo was
Luke Follett. VFW Post 8964 members, Leonard Huyck and
Aaron McClung.

Voice of
Democracy &
Patriot’s Pen

Winners
The Ovid VFW Post 8964

presented the winners of their
essay contest on Wednesday
evening, December 15th at the
post home. The Patriot’s Pen
contest theme was “How Can
I Be A Good American”.
Winners included 8th grade
students at Ovid-Elsie Middle
School, Haley McClung and
Lilian Bates  each winning
$75 and a certificate. The
Voice of Democracy theme
was “America: Where Do We
Go From Here.” Winners
included, Ovid-Elsie High
School Students: Kaylee Hall
($100), Luke Follett ($75),
Christina Rademacher ($50)
and Exchange Student,
Gianluca Castorina ($50).

Elsie Village Council Proceedings
by Dawn D. Levey
ELSIE – The Elsie Village Council held the last meeting of 2021 Tuesday, December

14, 2021.  Annual action was taken on a number of items.
Susan Lightner, village clerk, presented officials with the 2022 meeting calendar for

approval, regular meetings will be held the second Tuesday of each month unless there is a
conflict with holidays. Officials approved the calendar as presented.

Next, the 2022 monthly recycling calendar was presented for approval.  Officials opted
to stay with the fourth weekend of each month which was approved.

Shane Grinnell, village manager, reported that half of the American Rescue Act funds
have been received. Noting that the village will receive approximately $92,000. Grinnell
reported that the funds will be deposited in a separate account for easy access and account-
ability.  

The monthly Elsie Police Department was provided to officials.  Discussion followed
regarding the hiring process and the status of hiring a full-time officer. Also, the future
staffing of the department was discussed. Grinnell noted that an ad has been posted for four
months with the Village receiving two applicants.  

Grinnell updated officials on the progress of a number of projects.  First, the relocating
of the Dorman Gallery House.  Currently the biggest hold-up is Consumers Energy regard-
ing the electrical and the gas. The goal was to move the house in December but it could be
January.  Next, the lift station on north Ovid Street is almost complete, and the lift station
by the dam is in progress. Small pieces of asphalt were discovered that have jammed up the
works.  After multiple flushing’s the pump is now running clear and the backup pump is
working while the designated pump is being repaired.  

Next, a print out from the Silversmith Asset Management program was made available
to officials. The sidewalk risk audit was completed and provided on the printout.  It was rec-
ommended to prioritize the sidewalks based on risk hazards, beginning with the critical
sights.  The second page was a snap shot of the data entry to date.  The program is being uti-
lized daily and provides a very impressive data file and print out.

Officials reviewed the proposed Department of Public Works building drawing.  The
next step is to bid it out before a formal decision is made to proceed with construction.  It
was approved to put the building up for bids.

Monthly action was taken to approve the meeting agenda with the addition American
Rescue Act funds bank account, the November 9, 2021 minutes, financial reports, and the
monthly police report.  Action was taken to approve expenditures totaling $65,852.47.  

Chief Al Goodrich 
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Happy Holidays
Sending you wishes for a happy and

peaceful season! Thanks for your support.

MAIN
STREET
PIZZA

132 S. Main St.
Ovid

989-834-2295

Open Christmas Eve
11 am - 7 pm

Closed Christmas
Day

Open New Year’s Eve
11am-11pm

& New Year’s Day
11am - 11 pm

Main Street Pizza
Gift Certificates

Make Great
Stocking Stuffers

(989) 227-2233
111 W. Higham , St. Johns

We will be Closed Christmas Eve 
So Our Families are able Celebrate 

the Holidays Together!
Merry Christmas and
Have a Blessed Day!

Gaylord
Long
would
like to

THANK 

everyone who
sent him 90th
Birthday Day

cards. Special
thanks for those

with notes and for
the phone calls.

Christmas Eve Service
Please join Elsie First Baptist Church on Friday Dec. 24th

Christmas Eve at 4pm, for our Christmas Eve Service. Located
on West Main St. Elsie.

Elsie United Methodist to Hold
Christmas Eve Services

by Dawn D. Levey
ELSIE – Elsie United Methodist Church will hold

Christmas Eve services Friday, December 24.  The schedule of
events is 6 pm fellowship gathering in Fellowship Hall, fol-
lowed by the Christmas Eve service at 6:30 pm.  In addition, a
virtual service will be held at 11:30 pm.

All are encouraged and welcome to attend and to celebrate
in fellowship, music and message.  Elsie United Methodist
Church is located at 160 W. Main, Elsie.

Stevens
Celebrating 

95th Birthday
Ron Stevens will celebrate

his 95th birthday on
December 29th.

Wishes may be sent to
Reginald Stevens, 2640 E.
French Rd., St. Johns, MI
48879.

Ovid Public Library 
Holiday Hours

The Ovid Public Library will be closed December 24
through December 26 and will reopen on Monday December 27
at 10:00. We will also be closed December 31 through January
2 and will reopen on Monday January 3 at 10:00. We still have
many, many coats, hats, gloves, scarves and socks for anyone
who needs them. Please stop in and see if there is anything you
can use. We are also accepting donations of gently used items. 

There will be crocheting/crafting on Tuesday December 21
and December 28 at 1:30. Please come down and join us. There
will be someone here to help with anyone who would like to
learn to crochet. You are more than welcome to bring any craft
you are working on. We love to see what other people are
doing.

Have a very happy and safe holiday.

Public Welcome...
BREAKFAST
Every Sunday

8am-11am
Laingsburg 

American Legion

Post 248

1240 E. Grand River

(517) 651-6050

Wall of Fame Nominations
submitted by Krissy Pratt
The Laingsburg Community Schools Board of Education is

proud to announce two 2021 inductees to the Wall of Fame.
Stanley C. Morrill and Robert E Titus Sr., both deceased.  

Nominations for the Wall of Fame are reviewed by a com-
munity committee.  The committee reviews a packet of infor-
mation that includes letters of recommendation, news articles,
awards and other community involvement.  Criteria includes,
but is not limited to: 

Integrity of Purpose, Length of Time, Courage in commit-
ment, Innovation, Unselfishness of time or personal gain,
Lasting influence to LCS, its students, and community,
Leadership.

The nominations were received, however held for review
during 2020 as a community committee could not be convened
during COVID.  In 2021, the committee was assembled, nomi-
nations reviewed, and both were moved forward for board
approval.  

Both Mr. Morrill and Mr. Titus gave years of service to the
district and community.  The committee revealed additional
information while reviewing and sharing memories of the great
dedication from each.  A unanimous decision to induct both was
sent to the board for final approval in October 2021. 

The Board is planning an induction ceremony and open
house sometime in the Spring of 2022.  A community invitation
will be sent to invite all to share in remembering what these two
outstanding gentleman brought to the district and community.  

THE BEST LOCAL 
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Merry  
Christmas

from your local  
independent agent
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Ovid Drive Thru Christmas
There were lots of smiling faces on Sunday, December

12th, as kids were given a gifts, candy and had the chance to
wave & say hello to Santa from a distance during the Christmas
“Drive-Thru Event” hosted by the Ovid Carriage Days
Committee. 
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SEAFOOD 

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY !!

*JUMBO SHRIMP
*CHESAPEAKE OYSTERS
*ORANGE ROUGHY
*SEA SCALLOPS
*BLUEGILL FILLETS
*MAHI MAHI
*WILD SALMON
*SMELT
*MUSSELS
*CATFISH FILLETS

*BREADED SHRIMP
*ICELANDIC COD
*KING CRAB LEGS
*FROG LEGS
*CRAWFISH
*GOURMET CRAB CAKES
*LAKE PERCH
*ALLIGATOR
*CALAMARI
*SMOKED FISH  

DONLAN FISH & SEAFOODS
420 W. Howard St. & M-52 •  Owosso

HURRY !!!! 
SALE ENDS DECEMBER 31st !!!

989-725-1315

STOCK YOUR FREEZER WITH  THESE GREAT DEALS

M-21

OWOSSO
BY M-21 & M-52

across from 
Woodard Station

M
-5

2 DONLAN’S

ALASKAN WALLEYE FILLETS
$4000

10 LB. BOX

COOKED & CLEANED SHRIMP
$1600

2 LB. BAG

(Approx. 120
Shrimp)

MEDIUM

SNOW CRAB LEGS
$2599

LB. 

SUPER JUMBO

SALE !!SALE !!

PREMIUM LOBSTER TAILS
$1600

EACH & UP

STARTING AT 
APPROX.

OPEN DAILY 10 AM-5:30 PM * CLOSED SUNDAYS
* OPEN FRIDAY - CHRISTMAS EVE 10 AM-4 PM 

* OPEN FRIDAY - NEW YEAR”S EVE 10 AM-5:30 PM
Vesely’ Va’noce Radostby’ Novy’ Rok

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
Bannister ZCBJ - WFLA Lodge Michigan #225

Dinah Leah Tyler
Dinah Leah (Boose) Tyler, beloved daughter, mom, sister,

aunt and friend, of Grand Ledge, passed on Friday, December10,
2021 at Sparrow Hospital at the age 68. 

She was born on September 18, 1953 in Bay City, Michigan.
She graduated from Ovid-Elsie High School with the class of
1971. She retired from General Motors in April of 2016 after 39
1/2 years of service. Dinah was an exceptional cook. She shared
her famous monster chocolate chip cookies and stuffed cabbage
with family, co-workers, friends and neighbors. She enjoyed trips
to various casinos with her sons, sisters and friends. Her smile
could light up a room and her laugh was infectious. She will be
missed beyond measure.

Those left to cherish her memory include her Mother, Violet
Splan, sons, Christopher Tyler of Portland and Tim & Rakael
Tyler of Holt, eight sisters and a brother,Teri Rossman of Florida,
Ruth & Mike Benovic of Fruitport, Debbie & Art Price of Ovid,
Kris Stevens of Florida, Chris & Bob Campbell of Bath, Irene & Dave Wyrick of Byron, Kathy
& Brian Bracey of Ovid, Dan & Sandie Spear of Battle Creek and Karen & Dave Rosquin of
West Bloomfield. She is also survived by several nieces and nephews who will forever fondly
remember their Aunt Dinah for all the loving support shown to them throughout their lives.

She was predeceased by her Dad, Don Boose and Step-Dad, Lyle Splan. Cremation has
taken place and a Celebration of her life will take place at a later time. Memorial contributions
may be made to Capital Area Humane Society. 

Dennis Alan Baese
Dennis Alan Baese, age 65, of Elsie, MI, passed away

Saturday, December 11, 2021, at Sparrow Health Systems,
Lansing, Michigan 

Dennis was born in St. Johns, Michigan on February 28,
1956, the son of Herman Harry Baese and Lyla Jane (Walker)
Brush. He graduated from Ovid Elsie with the class of 1974. On
January 18, 1975 he married Pamela Jeanne Hufnagel at
Duplain Church of Christ. 

Dennis enjoyed working on his farm and with the cows. He
also enjoyed spending time with young people, his grandchil-
dren were very important to him. He served on many boards,
FSA in Clinton County, Elsie Food Bank Board, and was a
Duplain Township Board member. His community was impor-
tant to him also. He was a man of strong faith.  

He is survived by his wife Pam Baese; 2 daughters: Christine
Baese, and

Elizabeth Baese and Robert Nemeth; his son Will and Renee Baese; 7 grandchildren:
Arlexis, Clarissa, Ella, William, Maxwell, Lucas and Kordell; mother Lyla Brush; sister
Michele and Bob Powers; brother David Baese. He was predeceased by his father Herman, one
brother Glen, and step- father, Rod Brush.

Memorial Service was held at  Smith Family Funeral Homes, Elsie, MI, on Wednesday,
December 15, 2021, with Pastor Kathy Leydorf-Keck officiating. 

Memorials may be made to Elsie Area Food Bank 225 South Ovid Street Elsie, MI 48831. 
Online condolences can be sent to www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is being

served by Smith Family Funeral Homes, Elsie, Michigan.

David Charles Moritz
David Charles Moritz, age 70, of Elsie, MI, passed away

Thursday, December 9, 2021, at Hazel I. Findlay Country
Manor, St. Johns, MI. 

David was born in St. Johns, Michigan on April 5, 1951,
the son of Louis T. and Mary Ellen (Damon) Moritz.  He grad-
uated from Fowler High School with the class of 1969.  Dave
married Susan Hess on February 19, 1988 in Las Vegas,
Nevada. 

Dave retired from General Motors as a millwright in 2006.
Dave and Sue enjoyed successful hunting together on their
farm.  They enjoyed traveling together to many places includ-
ing Alaska, Europe and various places in the United States.
They loved spending time at their log cabin in Northern
Michigan. 

He was a member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Fowler.
He was also a member of National Society Descendants of
American Farmers.  Dave and Sue was the first Michigan
Ambassador's for the society. 

He is survived by his wife Susan Moritz of Elsie, MI; sisters: Kathy and David Mensing of
Tucson, AZ; Ann Becker of Potterville, MI; sister-in-law Ann Moritz of Grand Ledge, MI;
nephews & niece Randall Moritz of Grand Ledge, MI; Janet Moritz of Grand Ledge, MI; Jacob
and Sarah Mensing of Tucson, AZ; and Marc and Jessica Mensing of Tucson, AZ.  He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents Louis and Mary Moritz, one brother Clare Moritz, infant sister
Nancy Moritz, and brother-in-law Alan Becker.

Funeral Services were held at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Fowler, MI, on Monday,
December 13, 2021, with Pastor Paul Clark officiating and Randall Moritz assisting.  Burial has
taken place at Duplain Township Cemetery, St. Johns, MI.  

Memorials may be made to St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Fowler, MI, 48835. Online condo-
lences can be sent to www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com.  The family is being served by
Smith Family Funeral Homes, Elsie, Michigan.
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LAINGSBURG
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH
210 CRUM ST.

517-651-5531
Worship: 

Sundays at 10am. 
In Person, Facebook or Youtube

Pastor Tiffany Newsom
laingsburgumc@gmail.com

www.laingsburgumc.org

Middlebury United
Methodist Church

8100 W. Hibbard Rd., Ovid
989-834-2573

Minister: Rev. Terry Melton

Worship Service 
10:30 a.m.

ELSIE UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
160 W. Main St., Elsi e(989) 862-5239

Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Pastor: JD Paik St. Cyril Parish 

of Bannister

Mass: Sun 10:30am, 
Wed. 9:00am

Confession: 
Sun 11:30am

We Welcome You to Come...

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

163 W. Main St., Elsie
Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.

Watch Sunday Service on
YouTube at elsiebaptist
Pastor Phillip Rogers

131 West Front Street 
Ovid, MI 48866 • (989) 834-5958

www.unitedchurchofovid.org 
or on Facebook

Pastor Eugene Blair

Sundays am:  10:45 - Hymnsing
11:00 - Worship

Office Hours: 9-1 Mon - Tue - Wed
9-Noon Thur • Closed Fri

United Church of Ovid

Duplain
Church of Christ

5565 E. Colony Rd.
(3 mi. W. of O-E H.S.)

Sunday School
10:00 a.m. 

Worship Service
8:30am, & 11:00am

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
Senior Minister: Andrew Goodrich

Associate Minister:Matthew Barnum
Children’s Minister: Jessica Prieto

www.duplainchurch.org

Bannister United
Methodist Church

103 Hanvey Street
Pastor: Zella Daniel

Sunday Worship 11:15am

FAITH FELLOWSHIP
BIBLE CHURCH

Corner of Price & Chandler, St. Johns
Pastor: John Jakus

Sunday School: 9:00am 
Worship Service 10:00am

517-651-6210

Advertise In Our Church Directory!  
Call (989) 834-2264

CHURCH DIRECTORY

In Memory of Dr. Earl M. Slagh
Born March 1st, 1908 in Holland, Michigan.
Died Christmas Day 1989. For those of you
who have a father, tender him with care, for
you’ll never know the heartache till you see

his empty chair. 
Love, Michael, Talina, Chloe & Toby Slagh

Kevin Jay Strieff
Kevin Jay Strieff, age 54, of Ovid, MI, passed away

Saturday, December 11, 2021, at Memorial Healthcare, Owosso,
MI. 

Kevin was born in Owosso, Michigan on March 10, 1967, the
son of Harold Leroy and Brenda (Green) Strieff.  He graduated
from Ovid-Elsie High School with the class of 1985.  Kevin mar-
ried Colleen Huyck on May 24, 2013, in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Kevin was employed as a wholesale parts manager at Young's
Cadillac in Owosso. He enjoyed cooking, deer hunting, attending
car shows and he played fantasy football for 24 years. Kevin liked
spending time up north at Houghton Lake and annual trips to the
UP.  He loved spending time with his family and his cat Phil.  

He is survived by his wife Colleen Strieff of Ovid, MI; son
and daughter- in-law Rich and Jayme Fast of Potterville, MI;
mother Brenda Strieff of Ovid, MI; sister and brother-in-law
Kristi and Bill Luckhurst of Ovid, MI; nephew and niece
Christopher "Critter" and Lacey Luckhurst of Owosso, MI; and
grandchildren: Luci Fast and Lew Eaton.  He was preceded in death by his father Harold, son
Mikel Jay Strieff on October 26, 2021, father and mother-in-law Estella and Glenn Huyck, and
brother in law Gary Huyck. 

Funeral Services were held at Smith Family Funeral Homes - Houghton Chapel, Ovid, MI,
on Thursday, December 16, 2021, with Pastor Cal Emerson officiating. Burial has taken place at
Fairfield Township Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to your local animal shelter. Online condolences
can be sent to www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is being served by Smith Family
Funeral Homes - Houghton Chapel, Ovid, Michigan.

Edward Theodore Glosch
Edward Theodore Glosch, age, 75, of Ovid, Michigan, went

to be with his love on Monday, December 13, 2021 at Memorial
Healthcare Center in Owosso, Michigan.

Edward was born in Pontiac, Michigan, on February 10,
1946, the son of Otto Theodore and Alice Lillian (Sigular)
Glosch.  He attended Northern High School, in Pontiac,
Michigan.  He married Hazel Paulette King on November 9, 1967
in Virginia Beach, Virginia.  They enjoyed 51 years of marriage
prior to her passing on June 14, 2019.

Ed proudly served his country for 22 years in the U.S. Navy.
He served three tours of duty in Vietnam.  He retired as a Chief
Petty Officer in 1986.  Ed traveled around the world during those
years.  He was stationed in Italy for 2 ½ years.  He was proud to
be a “Shell Back” and a “Blue Nose.”  After retirement, Ed was a
factory service representative with Tennant Company.

He is survived by his daughters: Shelly Glosch of Ovid, MI; 5 grandchildren: Becky and
Matthew Falls, Timothy Howlett, Alexandria Glosch, Mike Kook, and Jonathan Kook; and 4
great-grandchildren.  He is also survived by one sister Joyce Thomas.  Edward was preceded in
death by his parents, wife “Cookie”, and two daughters: Angie David and Dannielle Kook.

Cremation has taken place and a memorial service will be held at a later date.
Online condolences may be made at www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is

being served by Smith Family Funeral Homes, Elsie, Michigan.

Mary Jane Schoendorf, age 93,
of Elsie, Michigan passed away
Tuesday, December 7, 2021, at
Ovid Healthcare Center.  

Mary Jane was born and raised
on the family farm in Pewamo,
Michigan on March 22, 1928, the
daughter of Joseph and Amelia
"Nettie" (Schneider) Trierweiler.
She graduated from Westphalia
High School with the class of
1945.   She married Eugene Carl
"Gene" Schoendorf on September
7, 1957 at St. Mary's Catholic
Church in Westphalia, Michigan.
They were blessed with 63 years of marriage prior to his pass-
ing on December 19, 2020.  Mary Jane and Gene met in
Houghton Lake, Michigan at a dance hall.

As a homemaker Mary Jane raised their 3 children and
Elsie truly became her home.  She was involved in many com-
munity activities including the Women's Literary Club; she was
an election official for decades of local elections, and helped in
the formation of the DDA in Elsie.  She was the St. Cyril's Altar
Society Treasurer for 50+ years.  Mary Jane was a member of
Holy Family Catholic Church.  When she wasn't busy with her

Mary Jane Schoendorf

family and the family business-Gene's IGA, she enjoyed golf-
ing, playing bridge, and was a season ticket holder to MSU
Hockey.  Mary Jane was a genuine person and a friend to
many. 

She is survived by her children: Stacy and Tom Doubrava
of Elsie, MI; Scott and Cindy Schoendorf of Laingsburg, MI;
Sarah and Ron Maynard of Elsie, MI; seven grandchildren:
Kyle and Bryce Doubrava, Ryan (Amber) Schoendorf, Riley
(Jake) Hicks, and Molly, Ben, and Tori Maynard and one great-
granddaughter Blakely Schoendorf; two sisters: Kay Huston,
and Marilyn (Bernard) Thelen, and many nieces & nephews.
She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband Gene,
and siblings: Joan, Ernestine, Matt, Jean and Carolyn.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at Holy Family
Catholic Church, Ovid, MI, at 11:00 A.M. on Monday,
December 20, 2021, with Rev. Fr. Anthony Brooks presiding.
Burial will take place at Riverside Cemetery, Elsie, Michigan
at a later date.  Visitation will be Sunday, December 19, 2021
from 4-8 P.M. at Smith Family Funeral Homes, Elsie,
Michigan.  

Memorials may be made to the charity of the donor’s
choice. Online condolences can be sent to www.smithfamily-
funeralhomes.com.  The family is being served by Smith
Family Funeral Homes, Elsie, Michigan.
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Over the past 20 months these individuals have risen in truly exceptional ways to meet challenges 
we could have never anticipated nor scarcely imagined. It is with their critical support that we are 
able to continue to care for our patients in a safe, professional manner. These individuals have cared 
for our communities with compassion and skill and continue to exhibit amazing courage in the face 
of unthinkable hardship with lasting pandemic response efforts and nationwide staffing shortages. 
The work they are doing for our patients, community, and each other is truly inspiring. 

Happy holidays!

Please join us in showing your appreciation for our healthcare workers
by leaving a message of hope, thanks, or inspiration at 

www.MemorialHealthcare.org/ForeverGrateful. 

Now more than ever, your support of our healthcare workers is crucial as they continue 
to work tirelessly to care for those in need. Your messages will serve as inspiration as 

we move into a new year filled with hope, kindness, and determination.  

Memorial Healthcare extends our heartfelt thank you to the employees, 
medical staff members, and volunteers of Memorial Healthcare. 

www.MemorialHealthcare.org/careers
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Editorial

We are lighting a candle in
each of our funeral homes...
Since Christmas is a time for remembering, we are lighting a
candle in our funeral homes for all the families we have served
the past year.

As you enjoy this Christmas season, we hope this gesture will
serve to remind you of Holidays past and the importance of
family.

May the quiet peace of Christmas fill your heart and home.

Samuel and Carol Smith
& Family

Smith Family Funeral Homes
“Our Family Serving Yours”

Elsie: (989) 862-4311
St. Johns: (989) 224-2365

Ovid (989) 834-2233

Ithaca: (989) 875-3511
St. Louis: (989) 681-2181

Fowler (989) 224-2365

Christmas is barely a week
away and like many folks I still
have much to do…  And
believe it or not, I am thorough-
ly enjoying myself.  Yes, I have
gifts to wrap and a wonderful
Charlie Brown tree to decorate
and lots of candy making, four
kinds of fudge to do, cookies and all sorts of quick breads to make.  Yup, I’m still mailing out
my Christmas cards and I do have a rough time just signing them, I seem to need to write a mes-
sage or two.  Right now I should be cutting out the labels for everything that I will have at the
Village of Ashley Country Christmas.  

Because I have had the joy of working with some wonderfully giving and caring folks I have
come up with a new cookie recipe and that is thanks to Barb my nut lady.  I’ve had requests to
make more of the Cinnamon Cashew Cookies and was told to hold onto some for my regulars.
I will comply.  Barb and Ruth have brought me in bananas so that I can continue making both
the Hummingbird Bread and an old favorite Banana Nut Bread.  Deb and Amy help me load and
unload and like my nut lady cover my table for me when I’m needed elsewhere.  Andrew has
helped me with peppermint sticks and frothy lemon drops to enhance my Lemon Blueberry
Bread.  Amy is making me a sign to hang up for my Farmers’ Markets and hopefully I will hang
it up here at the Oak Street Market next year.  We have meshed well and I’m thankful for hav-
ing the opportunity to meet them.  We are becoming friends and that is a wonderful blessing.

Tuesday afternoon Diane and Brent came over to help me cut down my tree which was sit-

A Little 
Common Sense

by Crystal Mitchell

ting on Karen’s drain field.  We visited with Karen and then we went out to cut down my tree.
We trimmed branches and set them aside for decorations.  I had expected Brent to bring the
chain saw, instead he brought a saw that was as good as the one using it.  Brent had expected a
much smaller tree trunk and so had I.  The tree had gone from a single to a double trunk, first
we cut the larger trunk with Diane and I pulling on the tree so that the saw would work.  Karen
came out with an electric saw to help us topple the tree.  In the end we moved up the trunk about
a foot and cut off one of the thick branches and loaded half the tree.  

We got back to my house and unloaded the extra branches and realized that the tree was
about two feet taller then would work in my living room.  So, we trimmed more of the trunk off,
which made the trunk thinner and had to use four shims to keep the tree upright.  Then there
were two top branches that were bent by the ceiling.  I grabbed the loppers and trimmed the two
branches, now my interesting tree stands proudly in the front of the south living room window.
I have spent a bit of time armed with my squirt gun to keep the kittens off the tree.  Tomorrow
I hope to get the lights on and some of the decorations.  I am very pleased with my tree, I have
plenty of space to fill with gifts and am looking forward to admiring it in the evenings.  

I did manage to get some of the branches attached to the south side of my deck this after-
noon.  I still need to dig out ribbons and silk flowers to dress them up a bit.  This morning I was
at Sparrow in Lansing from 7:40 until 9:40, William had to have his fistula surgery checked.
We then went over to Meijer and I spent a bit of time picking up necessary ingredients and doing
a bit of Christmas shopping.    I was pleased with kind helpfulness that each of the store employ-
ees gave me and the gal at the checkout was fab!  After three more stops we made it home by
2:30 in the afternoon.  I took a nap and then started on some more projects.  I also had a chance
to touch base with Ryan who has been finishing up her finals this week.  I’m know that she will
be graduating in June as a Registered nurse and I’m very proud of her.

Isabella wants a unicorn apron for Christmas, I’m not much good at drawing but Amy
stepped in and drew me a beautiful unicorn.  For some reason my new printer /copier wouldn’t
copy the unicorn picture for me.  Deb offered her assistance and is making both cousin John and
I a few copies.  His granddaughter is excited by unicorns and so is my Isabella.  Hopefully I will
be able to make her a new apron with a unicorn on it.  I have a lovely pattern to follow.

I truly hope that your lives are filled with much happiness and joy.  I’m looking forward to
attending church services on Christmas Eve with both of my children, Diane her husband Brent,
his mother Janis and my son William.  May God bless you all and may the light of the season
shine brightly upon you.

God bless.  Merry Christmas!!! Crystal Mitchell©2021

Makin’ a Fishin’
in the Dark

As mentioned in a previous
column, the Weekly Sportsman
recently attended a Nitty Gritty
Dirt Band concert at the
Kalamazoo Theatre and learned
about the drink Fishin’ in the Dark. Soon the hours of darkness will outnumber daylight hours
almost 2:1. To help fight the winter blues, consider hosting a party or gathering of friends dur-
ing the upcoming cold winter months and serve this cocktail while playing the song. Before you
know it everyone will be singing… when spring is almost over and the summer’s come and the
days gettin’ long... when the crickets are singin’ and the lightning bugs are floatin’ on the
breeze... 

Ingredients: Malibu Caribbean Rum, Blue Curaco, Pineapple Juice, Sprite, Swedish Fish and
Gummy Worms. Directions: In a drink glass pour one shot of MAlibu and one shot of Blue
Curaco. Add just a splash of pineapple juice and fill the glass with Sprite until 3/4 full . Stir and
then add a couple of Swedish Fish and dangle a Gummy Worm on the rim of the glass.   -WS

The Weekly 
Sportsman

by Dan McMaster
theweeklysportsman@meridianweekly.com

LETTERS FROM THE NORTH POLE
DEAR SANTA, My name is Jaxson H.  I have been a little nauty this year.  Please bring

me a race car.
Dear Jax, Thank you for your letter. Sometimes everyone is a little naughty.  You be a good

big brother and Santa will bring you lots.  Keep trying to be a good boy.  Please leave me cook-
ies & milk.  Love Santa

*************************************************************************
DEAR SANTA, I love you. I want a reindeer for Christmas, plezzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz. 
Dear cute little girl. You forgot to sign your name, but I remember you do like to make

lots of hearts, and you are a good girl.  I will be dropping off lots of gifts for you and your fam-
ily.  Reindeer are messy little magical creatures.  I told Farmer Ed at Peacock Road Family Farm
you might be visiting.  He has reindeer you can visit at his farm.  They do not fly.  Only magi-
cal flying reindeer can live at the North Pole, where it is winter all year long.  

I love you, too!   Santa Clause
*************************************************************************
DEAR SANTA, I made a list for you:  A Quad,  Pokémon cards, watch, Ultra one, money,

survival kit and Stem RC car.  Kade A. 
Dear Kade, I received your list.  Tell grandma and grandpa and your mom, too.    Everyone

can have a choice on what to give you.  You have been a good boy.  Your printing is getting
much better! I am proud of you. Love Santa.  P.S.  I love Chocolate Chip Cookies.

*************************************************************************
DEAR SANTA, Nice to meet you at breakfast at Tropps.  I want a Nintendo switch and a

nerf gun.  I hope you enjoy the cookies!  Love Lucas B.  I am 5 years old.
Dear Lucas B. Thank you for the cookies. I lost track but I am 545 years old.  I think!    Can

you leave a couple of carrots for my magical reindeer please?   Be a Good boy.  Love, Santa
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If you do not have a primary care physician,  
call Sparrow Medical Group St. Johns, 989.224.2338.

Surgical Excellence 
Close to Home in St. Johns

Sparrow Clinton Hospital
805 S. Oakland St.,  St. Johns, MI

Sparrow.org/Clinton

Sparrow Clinton Hospital’s board-certified surgeons 
Donald Porter, M.D., and Mark Weismiller, M.D., offer 
emergent and elective surgery options and a variety 
of surgical procedures.

Tell your primary care physician you choose Sparrow 
Clinton Hospital for your surgical referral.

From diagnosis to recovery,  
look to Sparrow Clinton Hospital

Donald Porter, M.D. Mark Weismiller, M.D.
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Railroaders vs. Marauder Girls Basketball
Postponed to Jan. 4

OVID-ELSIE — The December 11 scheduled boys and girls varsity basketball doublehead-
er pitting Durand at Ovid-Elsie has been re-scheduled for Jan. 4 due to COVID safety concerns.

Durand varsity girls basketball coach Dave Inman said the games on Jan. 4 will still be
played at Ovid-Elsie High School.

Marauder girls run past Otisville-LakeVille, 61-16
OVID-ELSIE —  After a slow start, the Ovid-Elsie Lady

Marauders picked things up and finished strong, defeating confer-
ence foe Otisville-LakeVille 61-16.  

Coach Ryan Cunningham's Marauders led 8-3 after the first
quarter but then cranked things up with quarter runs of 18-4, 16-2
and 19-7.

"We started off a little sluggish tonight," said coach Ryan
Cunningham.  "We missed some easy baskets and had some early
fouls and I think that frustrated our kids."

Caitlyn Walter had a team high 16 points including 3-3 pointers
on the night, while Evalyn Cole finished with 10 points, 4 assists
and 2 steals.  Walter also added 3 assists and 4 steals.

"We mixed up our rotations a bit tonight," noted Cunningham.
"We wanted to bother them with our size and length but I think it
threw us off a little bit too.  Once we got into our normal rotations, we really gelled from there."

Ava Bates (9 rebounds, 3 assists, 3 steals) and Hailee Campbell (8 rebounds, 3 assists, 3
steals) each chipped in with 8 points, while Braylon Byrnes added 6 points and 4 steals, Braeden
Tokar (7 rebounds, 3 assists, 3 steals) and Izzy Loynes each added 4 points, Rylee Lewis 3
points, and Kaylee Hall 2 points.

"We had a lot of kids step up and contribute tonight," said Cunningham.  "We are still a bit
of a 'work in progress' but I like how were competing.  And, I gotta give a lot of credit to (Kiah)
Longoria and Cole who held their best player to one point on the night until the final couple of
minutes."

Ovid-Elsie outrebounded LakeVille 38-27 and collected 25 steals while turning the Falcons
over 33 times.  The Lady Marauders also handed out 23 assists on 26 made baskets while only
committing 13 turnovers on the night.

The Marauders improve to 4-0 (1-0 MMAC), while LakeVille falls to 1-2 (0-2 MMAC).
Ovid-Elsie traveled to Mt. Morris on December 17 for another MMAC tilt with the Panthers.

Perry Stays Unbeaten, Squeaks Past
Laingsburg in Wolfpack Opener

PERRY — Laingsburg visited Perry tonight for their opener of the 2021-22 boys basketball
season, and the Ramblers improved to 3-0 by squeaking out a 44-40 non-league victory.

“It was a physical battle,” veteran Wolfpack coach Dan Morrill said, as his team fell to 0-1.
Blake Lantis led the way with 16 points, 16 rebounds, two steals and one block. Jack Lamb

added 11 points, three assists and two steals. Cody Swain had nine points and six rebounds while
Jacob DeJarlais had seven assists.

LHS was led in scoring by Eli Woodruff with 15, followed by brother Zander Woodruff with
8 and Jacob Essenberg with 7.

Wolfpack boys open CMAC slate with big win over Bath
LAINGSBURG -- The host Wolfpack hit 14 three-balls on its way to a 62-45 victory over

the Bath Bees here December 16.
Coach Dan Morrill's Wolves evened their record at 1-1 in the Central Michigan Athletic

Conference (CMAC) opener for both teams.
Eli Woodruff led the Pack in scoring with 13, followed by Brayden Thomas, Jack Byrnes and

Ty Randall with 10.  
Bath was led by Josh Kares with 16 tallies and Colin Kuhn with 7.   
.  

Sports

Caitlyn Walter

Marauder Cagers Keep it Roling 59-49 
over Portland

OVID-ELSIE -- Senior Dylan Carman scored 20 points with
seven rebounds in Ovid-Elsie’s 59-49 nonconference boys basket-
ball win December 13 over Portland.

Freshman 6-foot-4 forward Axel Newell had 13 points, 10
rebounds, four assists and two steals for the Marauders (2-0).
Logan Thompson scored nine points and Branxton Stenger added
seven and two assists. Adam Barton had 13 rebounds and three
steals.

Ovid-Elsie enjoyed a 48-29 rebounding advantage.
Explained coach Josh Latz, "We are really proud with how we

played tonight in our home opener and on a Monday. Portland is so
well coached, we did a great job with executing our game plan and
got some really nice contributions from many guys. Axel Newell
played a great all around game and is becoming more and more
comfortable in just his 2nd high school game. 

"Dylan Carman was very active scoring around the basket for us and made some big plays
late. Adam Barton played huge inside snagging 13 rebounds for us, and Braxton Stenger did a
tremendous job defending their all-state player. A great all-around team win for us."

Marauder cagers move to 3-0 with 61-25 trashing of Lakeville
OVID-ELSIE — The boys basketball Marauders improved to

3-0 with a 61-25 thrashing of Otisville-LakeVille on December 14.
"This was a nice win in that we responded well playing back to

back nights,” said veteran coach Josh Latz. "Our depth really
showed as we were able to get 12 of our 15 guys in the scoring col-
umn. We were proud of our unselfishness as we had 15 assists, and
excited for everyone's success."

Ovid-Elsie stat leaders were Axel Newell with 10 pts, 7 rebs, 3
stls; Dylan Carman 10 pts, 3 rebs, 2 assts; Alex Eichenberg 7 pts;
Clay Wittenberg 6 pts, 3 rebs; Jake Tomasek 6 pts, 2 rebs; Beau
Price 5 pts; Adam Barton 3 assts; and Collin Fluharty with two
charges taken.

LakeVille fell to 0-1 in their 2021-22 season opener.

Dylan Carman

Axel Newell

Coaches remember to get your results in so they 
can be included in the Meridian Weekly!
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THE BEST SELECTION AROUND

Featuring High End
* WHISKEY * BOURBON * SCOTCH

* VODKA  

7400 Woodbury Rd., Laingsburg

Phone (517) 651-6228 
Open 7 days ~  8am-9pm

HEADQUARTERS

* WINE

YOUR

Dr. Marsha Brandon, O.D., 252 E. Grand River, Laingsburg  

517-651-6608

Let’s Help Our Friends & Neighbors!
$52 

with a Food or Toy
Donation 

Now thru 12-31-21 

Eye
Exam

Donʼt Forget
to Use Your

Flex Benefits
Before Itʼs
Too Late!!

Sports

Ovid-Elsie Boys Varsity Wrestling
Front row (l-r): Cole Workman, Alexis Hart, Sharla Juhas, Talon Parsons, Manager- Kaia
Spiess. 2nd row (l-r): Luke Follett, Sam Grubaugh, Clayton Juhas, Max Spiess, Kaden West. 3rd
row (l-r): Josh Everden, Hunter Hufnagel, Dylan Taylor, Trey Milner, Gavin Perry, Richard
Rushton, Dylan Coven. 4th row (l-r): Coach Goodrich, Coach Potter, head coach- Kyle Spiess.
Missing from photo: Gianluca Castorina.

Marauder Wrestling Team Fills Weight Classes,
Vows to be Competitive in2021-22 Mat Season

OVID-ELSIE -- A lot of smaller-school wrestling programs grapple with the problem of not
being able to fill weight classes -- which results in an automatic 6-point forfeit.

Traditionally, that has not been the case at mat-mad Ovid-Elsie. The Marauder program is
steeped in tradition.

It won't be a problem this season.
"We will fill most weight classes this year, so we will be very competitive," says head coach

and former Marauder standout Kyle Spiess. "Three of the 8 teams in our conference and ranked
in the Top Ten in their (MHSAA) division, so we have huge challenge ahead of us."

As they rise to meet that challenge, the Marauders will be led by returning wrestlers Talon
Parsons, Cole Workman, Alexis Hunt, Kaia Spiess, Sam Grubaugh, Gavyn Perry, Max Spiess,
Josh Everden, Rudy Morales and Luke Follett.

Newcomers include Sharla and Clayton Juhas, Hunter Hufnagel, exchange student Gianluca
Castoring, Dylan Coven, Kaden West, Trey Milner and Richard Rushtoh. "Sharla and Clayton
are strong competitors from over from the Ashley Schools, that will contribute a lot to the team
thanks to our co-op with Ashley," says coach Spiess. "Our newcomers have little experience (so
we'll try to get them up to speed quickly)."

Spiess, who will be joined again on the coaching staff by long-time assistant Frank Goodrich
and Justin Potter, says the returning group is deep and strong. "Our returners give us a strong
group of experience," says the coach. "Talon Parsons was 2nd in the state last year, Cole
Workman was a state qualifier, Max Spiess and Gavyn Perry only had five losses combined
going into individual districts last season."

Are the Marauders up to the stiff challenge posed before them? Stay tuned.

Lady
Wolfpack
Scores Big
Over Perry

59-29
LAINGSBURG -- Lorna

Strieff led the way with 11
points, 14 rebounds and 10
steals, and the Wolfpack girls
basketball team more than
doubled-up on Perry here
December 15, in non-league
girls basketball action.

The Wolves' 59-29 victory
over the neighboring
Ramblers was not all rosy,
however, as coach Doug Hurst
lost senior guard Erica Wade
to a knee injury.

Ellie Baynes led the Pack
in scoring with 21 points, fol-
lowed by Julia Starr with 12,
Ella Merrell 6, Grace
Borgman 3, Ashley Hawes 3
and Wade 2. Starr drained four
three-pointers for the hosts,
who evened their record at 2-2
while dropping the Ramblers
to 1-4.

"Our girls played a much
better game tonight," said
coach Hurst. "Everyone con-
tributed both as a team and
some top performers Like
Lorna and Ellie and Julia.
That’s our goal, every practice
and each game to do our best
and make progress. Tonight
they did exactly that.”

Lorna Strieff
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511 E. Broad St., Chesaning
(989) 323-2323

We also do custom engraving!
Locally Owned & Operated

Dave Sanders

For Your Best Deal

On a New or Used Vehicle!

Located at the Corner of M-52 and M-57 • CHESANING, MI
989-845-3057 • 800-882-4563

989-725-7096

GARBER
Chevrolet - Buick

MILLER’S SOFT WATER
For Clean, Rust-Free Water. 

Save on Soaps & Detergents
WE RENT OR SELL
TruSoft Fully Automatic Water 

Softening Service
We Service All Makes. (Salt Sales & Deliveries)

9450 E. M-21, Ovid • 989-834-5012

Ashley Boys Varsity Basketball
Front row (l-r): Michael Kiefer, Logan Hardman, Logan Drummond, Jon Snider.
Second row (l-r): Gavin Malek, HC Steve Hardman, Dillan Beebe, Chase Kral. Missing: Carson
Litwiller, Evan Litwiller. 

Ashley Boys Basketball
by Ashleigh Shaw
Steve Hardman is returning to coach the Ashley Boys Basketball team for the 2021-22 sea-

son. The team finished 0-16 in the league and 1-17 overall last season but are looking for
improvement this season. The team has five returners from last year’s team and four newcom-
ers. 

Returning for the Bears are seniors Evan Litwiller and Logan Hardman, junior Logan
Drummond, sophomore Chase Kral and freshman Carson Litwiller. Newcomers for this season
are senior Dillon Beebe and freshman Gavin Malek, Jon Snider and Michel Keifer. 

Coach Hardman says that the team’s strengths are speed and that they have a great work ethic
but at the same time they are inexperienced and young. He expects to finish in the middle of the
league this season. 

Ashley Girls Basketball
by Ashleigh Shaw
The Lady Bears are returning most of their teams from last year with two newcomers. Joe

Shaw is also returning as their coach. The team finished last year 0-17 overall last year and 0-
16 in the MSAC, but are looking to grab some of those close games they were in last season this
year. 

Seniors Jenna Wirt and Ashleigh Jelinek lead the team this season with Juniors Allyson
Emmendorfer, Alexyss McAllister, Svannah Beebe, returning along with sophomore Sophia
Wirt. Also joining the team this year are junior Makiah Dennis and sophomore Savannah
Denman. 

“We return two seniors who were honorable mention all MSAC last year who we will look
to for leadership. Our juniors will need to show improvement from last season as we look to
become a competitive basketball team in most of our games this year” expressed Coach Shaw. 

Shaw also says that the team could struggle because of the lack of depth as the team only has
8 players and those 8 players are also undersized so rebounding could be a challenge as well. 

Ashley Girls Varsity Basketball
Front row (l-r): Sophia Wirt, Makiah Dennis. 2nd row (l-r): Allyson Emmendorfer, Jenna Wirt,
Savanna Denman. Back row (l-r): HC Joe Shaw,  AC Meggan Andrews, Alexyss McAllister,
Ashleigh Jelinek, Savannah Beebe, Manager Gracyn McAllister,AC Frank Sourek.

Lady Bears Take Loss from Mustangs
Ashley hosted fellow MSAC team Montabella in a home match this week. Ashley struggled

to score but also got frazzled in the first quarter and gave up too many points to try to stay in the
ball game 

“Montabella put a lot of pressure on us in the first quarter and we struggled against it quite
a bit, getting sped up and allowing 23 points in the first quarter. We need to work on slowing
things down and not getting forced into bad shots and turnovers” expressed Coach Shaw. 

Ashleigh Jelinek scored 7 points and had 3 rebounds, Alexyss McAllister scored 4 points,
and Jenna Wirt had 4 points and 8 rebounds. 

Merrill Beats Ashley 
The Ashley Girls Basketball team took on the Merrill Vandals in a league match up. Once

again they got off to a rough start, turning the ball over too many times in the first half 
quarter and giving up too many lay ups. 

“Tonight, our energy was bad right from the beginning and we never really allowed our-
selves to be in the basketball game, making a lot of silly mental mistakes. We had quite a few
good looks at the basket but have to focus on knowing where the rim is and finishing our shots
strong” said Coach Shaw. 

Ashleigh Jelinek had 6 points and 5 steals. 

Ovid-Elsie Bowling
The OE Keglers were back in action on December 11th at Grand Blanc Lanes. Teams would

go against New Lothrop. 
The girls won 30-0 with high scores for Ashland Particka 142, Morgan Douglass 145, 155,

Gracie Schultz 158, 162.
The boys lost 0-30. High games included Hunter Maxa 132, Gunnar Barrett 134, 128,

Brandon Grieder 146, Clay Wenzlick 172, 199.
Next up will be Chesaning on December 18th at Galaxy Lanes. 

The remaining
Winter Sports
team photos
for O-E will

publish after
photos are
taken on

January 3rd.
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Thornton & Sons
Construction & Design Inc.

• Remodeling Specialists • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Wood Basements • New Homes • Architectural Design

Phone: 989-862-4889 

Licensed Builder
Lead Certified Renovator

Veterans Affairs Approved

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People

Find What They’re Looking For! 1

Holes - N - More - LLC
6 in. 12 in. 18 in.  24 in. 30 in. Holes

Bobcat Service of All Types

“Your Hole is Our Goal”
Insured

Ron Keck

Cell 517-896-5261

Concrete Tear-Out and Replace
New Concrete Flat Work
Preparation for Concrete

FERRALL’S TREE

“Old Fashioned Service with Modern Technology”

Experienced • Equipped • Insured
Stump Removal

989-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561

3 ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS ON STAFF

Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc.
Miller/Bartz

Septic

200 ft. of hose

2 Locations
Ovid

834-2733
Owosso

743-5055

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a 
double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a 
circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

• Full Service 
Auto Repair

9779 M-21, Ovid
(989) 834-5031

Advertise Your 
Business Here

For More Info:
989-834-2264

only$32
per week!

Advertise Your
Business Here

only$22
per week!

For More Info:
989-834-2264

Advertise Your
Business Here

only$22
per week!

For More Info:
989-834-2264

Barbara Ann Klarich
Barbara Ann Klarich, age 88, of Elsie, MI, passed away

peacefully with her family by her side on Sunday, December
5, 2021 after a short stay at McLaren Flint. Barb was a talent-
ed and fun-loving individual who had a good life. Barb never
met a stranger and was a friend to everyone.

Barb was born in Flint, Michigan on February 19,
1933, the daughter of Luther N. and Virginia A. (Heideman)
Waggoner. While Barb grew up in Flint, Michigan, as a child
she spent her summers in Elsie, Michigan working on her
grandparent’s farm.

During her senior year at Flint Central High School,
Barb met the love of her life, Charles F. Klarich (Chuck),
when he sat on her lap the first day of class and proclaimed
that he was going to marry her one day. They ended up elop-
ing on December 9, 1950.

Barb and Chuck built their first home in the Berry Patch
(Flint) where they also met many life-long friends. While
raising 3 children, Barb and Chuck started building [by hand]
a retirement home on Rush Lake in Atlanta, Michigan.
Building the home was a family affair, with the children and family pitching in.

Barb enjoyed living on the lake and spent hours each day fishing on her pontoon boat; a
skill she learned from her father. She, in turn, taught her children and grandchildren the sport.
The couple lived in Atlanta for many years and Barb met many very nice people whom she
added to her list of life-long friends.

Barb longed to be reunited with her brother, Jack Waggoner and her sister-in-law Barb,
and her many cousins, great-nieces and nephews in Elsie, Michigan. Barb and Chuck built a
home in Elsie and moved there for the remainder of their retirement years.  They had a wonder-
ful life in Elsie, enjoying the company of their family and friends, eating breakfast and dinner at
Cooters Bar almost every day, and participating in the local events. 

Barb had a delightful sense of humor.  She often told people from out of town that she
spent her day at the Bar, just to watch the look on their face. Barb had essential tremors and used
them as a way to make new friends.  She would find jokes related to shaking and laughed while
she told them to make everyone around her more comfortable with her condition.

Barb was a giver.  She won almost daily on scratch off tickets or the lottery.  If she won,
she bought breakfast for the gang at Cooters.  If she thought someone needed the money more
than her, she would hand it to them, or stuff it in their purse or coat pocket. If you visited her
home and admired something, she would say, “Take it. Take it now so you don’t have to wait
until I die to enjoy it!”  She also enjoyed knitting mittens and would carry several sized pair in
her large purse to give them away to people she saw without gloves or mittens, while she wore
mismatched colors and sized mittens herself. She got her first computer at age 60 and was quite
technically savvy. She would make personalized address labels and print out pictures and sur-
prise friends and family with them.

Barb was in tune with nature. She loved all the animals around her homes and made sure
her “little critters” were fed.  She spent time waiting for her furry or feathered friends to show
up at the feeders so she could capture their image. Barb had the gift of being able to use a divin-
ing rod and was successful at helping people, free of charge, find water on their properties before
they drilled their wells. 

Barb was a rebel.  She wore her blue jeans and sweatshirts even to formal events.  She
spent years riding her motorcycle around what she called “The North Country” with her hus-
band, both parents, brother, and her children riding by her side. She also loved riding her 4-
wheeler around their properties and taught her grandchildren to ride.

Barb liked to have fun.  Barb and her sister-in-law, Barb Waggoner, loved to frequent the
casino, and just like a couple of teenagers, would laugh and giggle the whole way; sometimes
even getting pulled over by the police for driving too slow on the back roads late at night. Once
when an officer asked if they were drinking, Barb laughed and said, “We’re not drunk, we’re just
old.”

Barb was an avid writer. She wrote children’s stories that included her ‘little critters’ and
her grand-children, humorous short stories, and newspaper articles. Unbeknownst to many, she
spent years performing clerical work on behalf of the Masons and the Township.

Barb loved music. She was a huge fan of Rock and Roll and Elvis Presley. Barb and Chuck
loved to dance the jitterbug and Barb could often be seen snapping her fingers and dancing from
one end of her home to the other to Elvis music.

Barb is survived by her daughter and son-in-law, Connie and Gary Sovey, granddaugh-
ters: Andrea and Josh Havener, Erica Sovey and Matt Vaughn, daughter-in-law Vickie Klarich,
grandchildren Kelly and Carl Sharkey, Luke and Tiffinie Klarich, 5 great-grandchildren
Kourtney and C.J. Sharkey, Ella and Josie Klarich, Sullivan Havener, and her beloved brother
Jack Waggoner. She is also survived by many wonderful cousins and great nieces and nephews
who are from the Elsie area.   She was preceded in death by her much-loved husband Charles F.
Klarich, sons: Charles L. Klarich and Steven R. Klarich, and sister-in-law Barbara Waggoner.

Per Barb’s request, cremation in her blue jeans and sweatshirt has taken place, and in lieu
of a service, a private family party will be held in celebration of her life.

Barb requested her family and friends make contributions to their favorite charity, a fam-
ily or person in need, or to the Elsie Area Food Bank, P.O. Box 311, Elsie, MI 48831.

Barb’s family would like to thank the doctors, nurses and staff at McLaren Flint for their
care and thoughtfulness during her short stay.  

The family requests that no flowers be sent in honor of Barb.  Online condolences can be
sent to www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is being served by Smith Family
Funeral Homes.

Obituaries

Members of Bannister
ZCBJ lodge donated over
$1350 in toys and cash to
Gratiot County Toys for Tots
to help brighten the holidays
for local children. 
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DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package.
Watch yoru favorite live
sports,news & entertainment
anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in
Customer Satifaction (JD Power
& Assoc.) Call for more details!
(some restrictions apply) Call 1-
888-351-0154.         CPM
-----------------------------------------

DISH Network $64.99 For 190
Channels! Add Blazing Fast
Internet $19.99/month (where
available). Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE STREAMING
ON ALL Devices. Call today!
1-866-950-6757               CPM
-----------------------------------------

Arthritis, COPD, Joint Pain or
Mobility Issues on the
stairs?**STOP STRUGGLING**
Give Your Life a Lift! An Acorn
Stairlift is a perfect solution! A
BBB Rating. Call now for $250
OFF your purchase. FREE
DVD & Brochure.1-855-280-
6240.             CPM
-----------------------------------------

C L A S S I F I E D S  D I R E C T O R Y

HANDYMAN: Snow Removal:
Driveways and sidewalks. Still
time to have your evestroughs
cleaned and removal of junk.
Call Jim today 517-881-9977.

1570tf
-----------------------------------------

J & M WELL DRILLING &
Service, Inc. Emergency
Service. Perry 517-675-5956
Owosso 989-743-5626
Point of Sale Work, 5” PVC
Well Drilling, Well Repairs,
Pumps and Tanks,
Chlorinating and Testing.
www.waterhelpnow.com.  TF          

FERRALL’S FIREWOOD:
Good quality hardwood.
$50/face cord plus delivery. 
Family owned & operated since
1978. (989) 862-4453; (989)
666-0561                            1534t2

SERVICES

FARM
WE INSTALL: Steel roofs on
high barns. Free estimates. Ask
for John 616-527-3635.       

1525tf
----------------------------------------

OUTDOOR FURNACES
26% TAX CREDIT: For an EPA
Certified Central Boiler Classic
Edge Titanium HDX Outdoor
Furnace. Stainless Steel. Call
Valentine Enterpise
(989) 862-5972.             1573tf
----------------------------------------

Small Businesses are the backbone
of the local community! 

LAND WANTED
WANTED: Farm Land wanted to
rent for 2021 and beyond. Also
farm land to purchase on land
contract. Contact Don Cuthbert at
(517) 881-1724 or email
1don.cuthbert@gmail.com

1604tf
--------------------------------------------

BUSINESS SERVICES

METAL ROOFING regular and
shingle style, HALF OFF ON
SPECIAL COLORS! Also, life-
time asphalt shingles available.
Licensed and insured builders.
Quality work for 40 years!
AMISH CREW.   517-575-3695

CPM
----------------------------------------

Thank you to our clients and
bidders for a fantastic year o
flive and online acutions!
Contact us now to book your
Spring 2022 auction. 
Call 1-800-835-0495. 
Keepchecking
bid.SherwoodsAuctionsServiceLLC.com  

CPM
-----------------------------------------

AUCTIONS

BEDS-BEDS-BED! Mattresses
any size and any comfort.
Delivery anywhere in Michigan
DanDantheMattressMan.com

CPM
----------------------------------------

An AMISH LOG HEAD-
BOARD AND  Queen Pillow
Top Mattress Set. Brand new-
never used, sell all fro $375.
Call anytime 989-923-1278. 

CPM
----------------------------------------

BEST BUILT BARNS
Michigan’s Largest Pole Barn
Company. Best Quality, Best
Service, ORDER NOW for
BEST PRICING!
License/Insured 1-877-802-
9591 (Office) 989-205-2534
(Cell)         CPM
----------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS

YOUR OWN BEAUTIFUL AND
SAFE WALK-IN SHOW-
ER...30% OFF Now! KOHLER,
KIRBYBath, Local
Professionals, Installed in 1-2
Days. Schedule Your Free
Estimate: 1-800-578-7830
www.ShowerAndBathPros.com

CPM
----------------------------------------

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-835-7273 Hablamos
Espanol.      CPM
-----------------------------------------

MEDICAL

COLLECTIBLES
B&B Now Buying and selling
coins, collectibles, historical, fur-
niture and more. Estate buying
and appraisals. 1520 E. Main St.
(M-21), Owosso. Across from
Walmart. 989-714-2623.  1603t7
--------------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage fro (350+)
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance-NOT just a discount plan.
(Don’t wait!) Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 
1-877-253-3162 
www.dental50plus.com/55#6258

CPM
----------------------------------------

WANTED
OLD MOTORCYCLES WANTED:
From 60’s & 70’s. Local and also
do Vaper Blasting. Call Steve at
517-927-4113.  1605t7
--------------------------------------------

MATTRESSES

ELIMINATE GUTTER:
cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 
1-844-369-2501               CPM
-----------------------------------------

AMISH FURNITURE

ELSIE: Elsie American Legion
Hall Rental. 220 S. Ovid, St.,
Elsie. Call for more information
989-494-6987.   1538 EOW
--------------------------------------------

HALL RENTAL

MISCELLANEOUS

Welding Adjunct Faculty
(Part-Time)

Mid Michigan College is
seeking qualified 

candidates for a part-time, 
Welding instructor to teach
students during the day at
Clinton County RESA in 

St. Johns, MI. 
For details and application 
requirements visit Jobs at
Mid at www.midmich.edu

EOE.

2

Applebee Oil
& Propane
108 N. Mill St.,

Ovid

989-834-2828 or
800-882-0876

MICHIGAN
LIVESTOCK

SERVICE
Serving the Farm Community

989-834-2661
110 N. Main St., Ovid

M-F 9:30-3:30pm; Sat. 9:30-12:30pm

(989) 251- 8531

PERU 
Competitive Rates

Quality Work

Now Scheduling Small Indoor Projects
Bathrooms • Flooring • Kitchens 

Landscaping 
& Handyman

Ray Peru

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a 

double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a 

circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People

Find What They’re Looking For!

BIGGER’S COMPLETE
FLOOR COVERING, INC.
100 North Delaney Rd.

Owosso, MI 48867
Carpet • Vinyl • Hardwood • Ceramic

Free Estimates
Terry Bigger • Owner

Ph. 989-729-1800 • Fax: 989-729-9000

2

Scharnweber
Well Drilling

517-651-2211
Family Owned Business
Serving the Laingsburg & Surrounding

Communities for Over 20 Years.

KEVIN’S BODY SHOP & TOWING
“YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP”“YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP”

Body Work • Auto Repair • Towing • Mufflers • Tires • Alignments
Brakes • Diagnostics • Tune Ups • Engine Work • Suspensions • Air
Conditioning • Lube & Oil • Performance & Stock Mufflers • Custom

Pipe Bending • Interstate Batteries • Rims • Courtesy Cars

(989) 862-5026
7575 N. Hollister Rd., Elsie

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5
After Hours By Appt.

MIDSTATE SALES AND SERVICE
Outdoor Power Equipment

3251 W. M-21
St. Johns, MI 48879
(989) 224-2711
(800) 582-8152
(989) 224-1781 Fax
email:mehney@frontier.com

P O W E R   T O O L S

www.midstatesalesandservice.com

Advertise Your
Business Here

only$22
per week!

For More Info:
989-834-2264

Septic Tank Service
• Portable Restrooms • Commercial/Residential

• Septic Tank Cleaning • Drain Cleaning
Licensed & Insured

Call (989) 845-6280 • Chesaning

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

NOTICE OF SALE

St. Johns MIni Storage will offer

for public sale after 

January 2, 2022 for the furniture,

clothing and miscellaneous items

seized for non-payment of rent 

formerly belonging to:

Robert B. Matheny

This sale will take place at 707

North Traver Street, St. Johns,

Michigan.  Please call for an 

appointment at (989) 224-4960.

REBATES and TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE
HEATING & COOLING

Licensed & Insured
Laingsburg ~ 517-282-4347 ~ 517-651-2233
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Stk 1512A

4WD
BOOK VALUE $27,600

Stk 20023

‘20 FORD F150 CREW CAB

Stk 1545B

4X4  “7,000 MILES”
BOOK VALUE $52,750

Stk 20030

Stk 20031

‘20 FORD EDGE SEL 

Stk 1587A

FWD  “9,000 MILES”
BOOK VALUE $38,450

‘18 FORD F150 SUPER CREW

Stk R160A

www.sigautogroup.com

‘20 FORD EXPEDITION MAX 

Stk 1601A

PLATINUM “10,000 MILES”
BOOK VALUE $78,700

BUY NOW!
$41,495

BUY NOW!
$21,895

BUY NOW!
$31,995

BUY NOW!
$69,995

BUY NOW!
$30,995

BUY NOW!
$41,895

BUY NOW!
$20,995

PLUS TAX TITLE LIC DOC PROC FEE   PRICES GOOD FOR 7 DAYS

1960 E. MAIN ST., OWOSSO, MI

(989) 725-2888  ~  800-364-2868

‘18 FORD ESCAPE SEL

BUY NOW!
$22,695

‘18 FORD EXPLORER PLATINUM

4WD
BOOK VALUE $47,875

‘18 FORD FUSION “HYBRID”

SE
BOOK VALUE $26,175

4X4
BOOK VALUE $39,875

SELECTION • SAVINGS • SERVICE

‘18 FORD ECOSPORT SE

OWOSSO

SIGNATURE
OWOSSO

SIGNATURE
OWOSSO

SAVE
$4,905!

SAVE
$6,380!

SAVE
$10,855!

SAVE
$4,280!

SAVE
$3,505!

SAVE
$6,455!

SAVE
$8,705!

SAVE
$8,880!

4WD  “5,000 MILES”
BOOK VALUE $24,500

18 years ago we had to say goodbye to an awesome guy,
who we loved very much. Our hearts have never
healed from losing him & probably never will. 

We miss him so much, as there is not a day that we
don’t think of him. Each year when it’s mushroom
time, spring planting, fall harvest, fishing & deer

hunting season our thoughts go to him, all the
things he loved to do. Nothing is the same without
him. Especially our Annual Buck Pole of 26 years,

which he started so family &
friends could get together and

visit & tell deer stories. 
We cherish all our memories with

him. Time hasn’t  healed our hearts.  
Happy Birthday & Merry Christmas in Heaven.

Love & miss you.
Robin, Joey, Jason & families

In Loving Memory of Joe J. Fabus Jr.
December 6, 1954 - December 19, 2003

Marauder Mat Team Runner-Up at Concord Invite
CONCORD — Ovid-Elsie’s varsity wrestling team found success at their first invitational

of the 2021-22 season at Concord.
Coach Kyle Spiess’ Marauders Team finished 2nd out of 12 teams behind champion Union

City. "We wrestled really good for the experience level of our team,” said coach Spiess. "It takes
an entire team to accumulate points so every match counts. Don’t give up pins and get the pin
when you have a chance was our game plan.”

Individual standouts for the Marauders were:
Talan Parsons (So) 1st at 103 lbs. Luke Follett (Jr) 1st at 215 lbs. Cole Workman (So) 2nd

at 125 lbs. Max Spiess (Sr) 2nd at 135 lbs. Gavyn Perry (Sr) 2nd at 140 lbs. Gianluca Castorina
4th at 152 lbs. Gianluca is an exchange student and had never wrestled before this year.

Richard Rushton (Sr) at Hwt  (3-2), was one match from placing. "This was his first tourna-
ment ever and he wrestled like it was his tenth season,” said coach Spiess. 

Alexis Hart (Sr) got her first win in her first season competing. "This is huge as she rarely
gets to wrestle other girls,” coach Spiess explained.

Sharla Juhas (Sr) from Ashley, “ ...wrestled with tenacity and had an awesome takedown and
put her opponent on their back to begin her career,” coach Spiess said.

Clayton Juhas (So) from Ashley went 1-2, gaining his first varsity win. "Sharla and Clayton
take advantage of the co-op O-E / Ashley has in place for them to wrestle at Ovid-Elsie. We are
happy to have them and they bring  great work ethic and some experience on the mat,” coach
Spiess explained.

"The amount this team has improved already this year is amazing and I can’t wait to watch
them keep this trend going. There were lots of positives and a few areas that need work. What a
fun day!"

Ovid-Elsie returns home for the MMAC conference quad on Wednesday January 12th  at
5:30 p.m. The Marauders then host two events, one on Friday1/28/22, a girls-only tournament
and then on 1/29/22, a boys tournament.

Wolfpack Mat Team Gets off to Solid 2021-22 Start
LAINGSBURG -- Laingsburg's first week of varsity wreslting competition went well. 
Coach Shawn Baynes' Wolfpack sent 16 JV wrestlers to the Olivet varsity wrestling tourna-

ment, and they placed 5th out of 9 teams. Receiving medals from Olivet were:
Dano Winans - 3rd place. Miguel Ramirez - 3rd place. Zach Grandy - 3rd place. Troy

Mathews - 2nd place. Alex Forcier - 2nd place. Jack Borgman - 4th place. Carter Schlaak - 1st
place

The Wolfpack varsity then competed at Lansing Eastern's Don Johnson Invitational and
they placed 3rd out of 17 teams. Receiving medals from Eastern were:

Gabby Motz - 3rd place. She was the only female to place in the tournament. Aden Baynes
- 2nd place. Bryce Smith - 3rd place. Noah Gentner - 6th place. Kyle Boettcher - 5th place. Caleb
Boettcher - won the consolation bracket. Sean Divine - 5th place. Mikey Brooks - 1st place.

Sports


