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Remembering A Few of Those 

We Lost in 2021

William “Bill” Strpko
February 19, 2021

WWII Veteran
Lifelong Musician
Local Historian

Ed Fornusek Jr.
April 1, 2021

Lifelong Member ZCBJ Lodge
Ashley Country Christmas 

Postmaster

Bruce Field
April 1, 2021

Local Pharmacy Owner
36 year Ambulance Volunteer

Avid U of M Fan

Tim Zwick
June 29, 2021

Lifelong MSU Fan
Businessman
Sports Writer

Dick Ehlert
September 16, 2021
Community Giver

Hard Working Businessman
Dedicated Family Man

John Carroll Jr.
June17, 2021

EMT Laingsburg
Businessman

Community Activist

Joseph Houska
February 9, 2021
Lifelong Farmer

Elsie Ambulance Volunteer

Charles Moore
May 31, 2021

Moore Chevrolet Owner
Community Volunteer-Sexton

City Councilman

submitted by Ellen Link
Start the new year

out right with the
Greater Laingsburg
Recyclers by turning
“trash” into recyclable
materials. Bring the
items listed below to the
next recycling drive on
Saturday, Jan. 8, 9 am
to 1 pm., at the new
Greater Laingsburg
Community Recycling
Center. Look for our
spiffy sign on
Woodbury Rd. just
south of old Grand
River. A grand opening
with all the hoopla will be planned and announced as soon as
possible so we can publicly recognize the many generous and
far-sighted people who helped make this waste reduction
resource for thousands of people in the vicinity a reality.

For now, recycling patrons will drive into the building and
stay in their cars while volunteers unload their materials. Due
to COVID and its variants (what’s next?), we’ll continue taking
special safety precautions for a while, so volunteers will all be
vaccinated and wearing masks. 

Already we have good news to report! First, in addition to
the usual monthly (second Saturday) drive in January we will
try increasing the frequency of and options for recycling drives
by adding a collection on Tuesday, Jan. 25, from 4 pm to 7 pm.
With enough additional volunteers—and recyclers—we will
add additional days, hopefully getting to twice a week! But to
do that we’ll need help, so please consider giving a few hours
of your time once or twice a year (or more, if you like!) to sup-

Make 2022 the Year of Waste Reduction

port the cause.
But wait, there’s more! We’re also adding to the list of

acceptable items! As of this month we will accept #5 “tub”
plastics (e.g., yogurt, sour cream, etc.) and electronics (no TVs
or monitor screens). And contrary to what we reported just last
month, we’ll also start taking glass (bottles and jars only), all
colors, on a trial basis—if this doesn’t work out, we may have
to stop taking it again. Cross your fingers.

An updated list of the clean and dry materials accepted
every month includes: newspaper and phone books; tin and
scrap metal; aluminum (separate); corrugated cardboard
(include brown paper bags here); boxboard; mixed office paper
(no adhesives) and junk mail; magazines; books; #1 plastics,
clear & green only (bottles and jars—no clamshells, e.g., take-
out, berries and salad containers); and #2 plastics (milk
jugs/cloudy separated from solid color containers). We also
accept household batteries (please separate into regular,
rechargeable and lithium) and empty inkjets from Canon,
Brother and HP. The GLR cannot accept plastic bags or poly-
styrene/Styrofoam. However, the latter is accepted at the St.
Johns Lions’, Meridian Township and East Lansing sites; and
stores like Meijer (check out the guidelines on their website),
Kroger and Walmart take the bags. 

You can visit our website--
https://recyclelaingsburg.wixsite.com/mysite or Facebook
page for this and more information—like how to sign up to
volunteer for this worthy effort. Volunteering with the GLR,
which is run completely by volunteers, is a great opportunity
for Scouts, honor students, and others looking to do public
service. As always, recyclers from any community are wel-
come. We rely on donations to cover our costs but they are not
mandatory. For questions re: what we take or more information
about anything mentioned, contact Terry or Ellen Link at (517)
651-2005 or Beth Lange at 651-6437. Happy New Year!

Memorial Healthcare Internal
Medicine Welcomes Jason

Ardelean to Team
submitted by Dianna Vsetula 

Owosso – Memorial
Healthcare is pleased to wel-
come Jason Ardelean, board
certified Family Nurse
Practitioner to our active med-
ical staff.  

Jason received his Bachelor
of Science in Nursing from the
University of Detroit-Mercy
and a Master of Science in
Nursing/Family Nurse
Practitioner from the University
of Michigan-Flint. Jason has
several years of nursing experi-
ence with a strong background
in preventative health condi-
tions including the treatment and management of acute and
chronic illnesses.  

Jason was born and raised in Owosso and is excited to pro-
vide personalized care for his patients. In his free time, Jason
enjoys spending time with his family, traveling, and playing
golf. 

Jason will be joining Dr. Oscar Macal and Dr. Antonio
Santiago at Memorial Healthcare Internal

Medicine in Owosso, starting on January 10, 2022. He is
accepting new patients with most insurances.  

For more information, please visit www.
MemorialHealthcare.org 

Rep. Frederick Honored 
submitted by Christina Doerr
State Rep. Ben Frederick was recently presented with the

Michigan Dental Association’s Legislative Achievement
Award.

The Michigan Dental Association (MDA) periodically pres-
ents the award to lawmakers who have demonstrated outstand-
ing public service on behalf of the state’s dental profession and
patients.

In selecting Frederick for the award, Dr. Maihofer specifi-
cally noted Frederick’s strong support of the Healthy Kids
Dental program and said the Owosso representative has proven
to be an “invaluable ally” in legislative efforts to establish a
kindergarten dental screening requirement and to recognize five
new dental specialties in Michigan.

“Rep. Ben Frederick has shown himself to be an extremely
capable and effective legislator,” Dr. Maihofer said. “With this
award we want show our appreciation for his exceptional con-
tributions to the dental health of Michigan.”

State Rep. Ben Frederick receives the Michigan Dental
Association’s Legislative Achievement Award from MDA
President Dr. Michael Maihofer, center right. They are joined
by Lydia Frederick and former state Sen. David Robertson,
the immediate past recipient of the award.

Jason Ardelean
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Social

Beauty and
Barbershop

Directory
If you would like to place your

ad in our directory, please
call us today at:  
(989) 834-2264

Country Styles
Hair Studio

Hair Care!

Handicap Accessible

989-862-5848
109 S. Ovid St. Elsie

Open 5 days M. & W. 9-8; 
Th. 9-5; Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-1; 

Closed Tues. & Sun.

Owner/Stylist Meri Smith
Manicurist/Stylist Erica Nichols

Appointments Suggested

Whirlpool Pedicure Spa
Tanning Facilities • Tanning Lotions • Gift Certificates Available.

Call for an appt. 
Mon.-Sat. 834-2587

Matrix, Paul Mitchell, Malibu, Redken, Biolage 

Stylists:  Patty Coleson, Colleen Pennell, 
Grace Ruckle, Loni Plowman

Full line of Hair & Nail Care Products

Corner Carousel
133 S. Main St. OvidMILLER’S SOFT WATER

For Clean, Rust-Free Water. 
Save on Soaps & Detergents
WE RENT OR SELL
TruSoft Fully Automatic Water 

Softening Service
We Service All Makes. (Salt Sales & Deliveries)

9450 E. M-21, Ovid • 989-834-5012

“things”
CALL

203 S. Water St., Owosso 989-723-4220
maurerheating.com

Free Estimates

we keep

running!
and

TAX

B
B

AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
Income Tax Service • Electronic Filing

Offering Investments, Insurance
& Complete Range of Retirement Plans

Drop off hours will be 8 am to 5 pm
Other hours by appointment

Mailing address is P.O. Box 376, Ovid, MI 48866

DANIEL BUKOVCIK
101 N. MAIN ST., OVID
Phone (989)834-2270

Fax (989)834-2279

Adventures at the Elsie 
Public Library

submitted by Ann Trierweiler
The Elsie Public Library has programs in full swing for the

new year.
Winter Reading Bingo
The Elsie Public Library is holding a 2022 Winter Reading

Bingo Challenge and will begin on January 10th and end on
February 26th. BINGO Sheets can be picked up at the front
desk. Participants need to read 5 books (BINGO) to be entered
into the drawing. Winners can select a prize out of the showcase
or win a gift card to one of our local businesses.

St. Patrick’s Day Book Hunt
The Elsie Public Library will be holding a book hunt from

March 1st until March 31st. Sheets will be available at the front
desk. Participants need to complete the sheet to be entered into
the drawing. Winners can select a prize out of the showcase or
win a gift card to one of our local businesses.

Story Time Videos
The Elsie Public Library posts storytimes on Facebook and

on YouTube weekly.
Check Facebook for

updates and notification of
events and programs happening
at the Elsie Public Library. If
you haven’t already...please
LIKE us on Facebook!!

We are looking forward to
seeing many new faces, as well
as visiting with our tried and
true friends and patrons. So,
come on in, check out a good
book, and join in the fun!!

Music Maker DJ’s
Event Planning Service

“We Put The Beat In Your Feet”
Music Makers Kevin and Tracy...

One of the BEST DJ 
Services Around!

Call Kevin Somers at (989) 661-2348

  Ovid Boy Scout Troop
585/114 Pasty Sale

Pasties will be available for pur-
chase Beef for $5, Fruit for $4, on
a first come, first serve basis on
Saturday, January 8, 2022 from 
3pm - 5pm at the Lions Hall in

Ovid, MI. Pasties may be frozen to 
ensure quality.

These pasties are a delicious way to help support Scouting.

Rodney Ridgeway Installed s Worshipful
Master of Elsie Lodge

submitted by Dawn Levey
OWOSSO – Saturday, December 18, four area Masonic Lodges participated in the tenth

annual installation of officers held at Owosso Lodge 81, Owosso, Michigan.  Lodges participat-
ing included:  Byron Lodge #80, Owosso Lodge #81, Elsie Lodge #238, and Perry Lodge #350.
Officers installed representing Elsie Lodge #238 were:  Rodney Ridgeway, Worshipful Master;
Clare Applebee, Senior Warden; Bruce Levey, Treasurer; and Colby Putnam, Junior Deacon.  

Front Row – Nicholas Dean, Owosso Lodge, Rodney Ridgeway, Elsie; and Installing Grand
Marshall Leonard Davis

LORDY! LORDY!
LOOK WHO’S TURNING

90
on  January 14th

Surprise Birthday Card Party!
Everyone knows
Mrs. Kibby!

Send her a card to wish her well!
9500 Kinley Rd.
Ovid, MI 48866

Spitzley Graduates from United States
Marine Corps Boot Camp

Private Luke Spitzley, 19, of Ovid graduated from the
United States Marine Corps Boot Camp at Parris Island on
December 3rd. 

Spitzley successfully completed 13 weeks of intensive
basic training at MCRD Parris Island as one of 67 recruits in
training platoon 1101.

Following his 10 day leave he will report to Camp
LeJeune in North Carolina for one month of Military Combat
Training then Military Speciality Occupation School.

Luke is a 2021 Ovid-Elsie High School Graduate and is
the son of Dale and April Spitzley of Ovid.
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Office: 517.676.9800 
www.sheridanauctionservice.com

Auctioneers - Realtors - Appraisers 

CALL TODAY

725-5515

Receive a no obligation

WATER
ANALYSISFREE

Try any Culligan System for only

$10PER MONTH
FOR 6 MONTHS

Waugh’s Culligan
Owosso

(989) 725-5515

Ken’s Culligan
307 E. Superior St., Alma

(800) 868-4937

$10

Must Present Coupon. 
Canʼt Be Combined With Any Other Offers.

PER MONTH
FOR 3 MONTHS

WATER
ANALYSIS FREE

OVID-MIDDLEBURY EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY 
MINUTES 

Draft 
Regular Meeting 

November 23, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 
Call to Order:
Chair Herendeen called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. 
Roll Call:
Present: William Lasher, Kim Williams, Michael Herendeen, Nancy Hughson,
Carolyn Stevens, Jennings West. 
Others in Attendance: There were six others in attendance: Greg Palen-
treasurer-arrived at 7:28 pm, Susan Swan- recording secretary; Chief Jerry
Stevens, Arlene Pesik, Greg Atwood, Claudia Pluger. 
Approval of Agenda: 
Trustee Williams made a motion to approve agenda as presented. Trustee
Stevens second the motion. 
Voice Vote: Ayes: All Nays: None Carried 
Approval of Minutes: 
Trustee Stevens moved to approve the October 26, 2021 regular meeting
minutes as presented. Vice-Chair West seconded the motion. 
Voice Vote: Ayes: All Nays: None Carried 
Financial Report / Payment of the Bills: 
Greg Palen, Treasurer, presented a written financial report and reviewed it
with the board. 
Trustee Lasher moved to approve payment of Checks # 11514-11543 in an
amount of $3,960.73 for payroll and $6,016.35 for vendors for a total of
$9,977.08. The motion was seconded by Trustee Williams. 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Stevens, Lasher, West, Hughson, Williams, Herendeen
Nays: None 
Carried 
Budget Amendment- 2021 Budget 
Chair Herendeen made a motion to amend the budget by moving $8,000.00
from Debt Services to Repairs and Maintenance and $21,285.77 from Debt
Service to capital outlay. Debt Service line item $0.00, Repairs &
Maintenance-$23,000.00, Capital Outlay-$41,061.37. 
Public Comment: Opened 7:05pm.; Closed 7:05 pm None 
Fire Chief Report: 
Runs for the Month: (October 27 -November 23) 29 runs 
Runs for the Year: 290 runs 
Chief Stevens reviewed the different types of runs for the month. 
Communications: 
None 
General Business: 
1. Resolution 2021-03 Meeting Calendar for 2022 
Resolution 2021-03 
Meeting Calendar for 2022 
Whereas, the State of Michigan requires by law the annual setting of meet-
ings for the authority. 
Therefore, be it resolved; the Board adopts the following dates for the calen-
dar year 2022: 

January 25      July 26 
February 22    August 23 
March 22 September 27 
April 26 October 25 
May 24 November 22 
June 28 December 20 

This resolution was offered by board member Trustee Stevens. 
Supported by board member Trustee Williams. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Trustee Hughson, Vice-Chair West, Chair Herendeen, Trustee
Stevens, Trustee Lasher, Trustee Williams 
Nays: None 
The Chair declared the Resolution adopted. 
2. Equipment Status- No equipment needs or issues. 
3. Other Pending Business- 
Chair Herendeen contacted the OMESA’s attorney, Scott Gould, to look into
a district wide millage. 
The attorney is investigating the legalities of OMESA providing ambulance
service. There was discussion of per capita cost of ambulance for each
municipal. The topic of the length of time to run the millage proposal.
Discussion about the rising cost of ambulance service. Possible 2.25 mils for
covering the ambulance and fire service. Discussion of how the original pro-
posal was written. The easiest would be to have OMESA contract out for
ambulance service. The board discussed about the choosing of ambulance
service if OMESA pays for ambulance service. Chair Herendeen hopes to 
have an idea of the wording by the December’s meeting. Board continues
discussion of different scenarios of cost of services. 
4. 2022 Budget Review Treasurer Greg Palen review the 2022 budget. He
suggested adding a line item for parking lot. He reviewed the income expec-
tation for next year and the expected expenses for 2022. A budget will be
available next month to approved. 
Final Comments: None 
Adjournment- Without objection, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:04 pm 

Susan Tomasek Swan
Recording Secretary

A Look Back Through 2021

Back Row (l-r) Step-Dad,
Dan Lightner, Spring Arbor
Coach, Gerry Lobdell, OE
Coach, Matt Fabius, OE
Athletic Director, Jesse
Johnson, Step-Mom, Erin
Kelley and Spring Arbor
Coach, Rich Bradley. Front
Row (l-r) Mom, Susan
Lightner, Mikayla Kelley
and Dad, Zach Kelley.

Photo by Deb Price

Mikayla Kelley Signs With Spring Arbor University 
January 3, 2021

(l-r): Curtis Keck, Joe Coleman, Tyler McGeehan, 
Ashley and Ken Kutzli

Keck-Coleman Funeral Home 
Has New Owners 

January 10, 2021

Ashley’s
Drummond
Honored on
Academic 
All-State 

Football Team 

January 31, 2021
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Obituaries

LAINGSBURG
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH
210 CRUM ST.

517-651-5531
Worship: 

Sundays at 10am. 
In Person, Facebook or Youtube

Pastor Tiffany Newsom
laingsburgumc@gmail.com

www.laingsburgumc.org

Middlebury United
Methodist Church

8100 W. Hibbard Rd., Ovid
989-834-2573

Minister: Rev. Terry Melton

Worship Service 
10:30 a.m.

ELSIE UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
160 W. Main St., Elsi e(989) 862-5239

Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Pastor: JD Paik St. Cyril Parish 

of Bannister

Mass: Sun 10:30am, 
Wed. 9:00am

Confession: 
Sun 11:30am

We Welcome You to Come...

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

163 W. Main St., Elsie
Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.

Watch Sunday Service on
YouTube at elsiebaptist
Pastor Phillip Rogers

131 West Front Street 
Ovid, MI 48866 • (989) 834-5958

www.unitedchurchofovid.org 
or on Facebook

Pastor Eugene Blair

Sundays am:  10:45 - Hymnsing
11:00 - Worship

Office Hours: 9-1 Mon - Tue - Wed
9-Noon Thur • Closed Fri

United Church of Ovid

Duplain
Church of Christ

5565 E. Colony Rd.
(3 mi. W. of O-E H.S.)

Sunday School
10:00 a.m. 

Worship Service
8:30am, & 11:00am

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
Senior Minister: Andrew Goodrich

Associate Minister:Matthew Barnum
Children’s Minister: Jessica Prieto

www.duplainchurch.org

Bannister United
Methodist Church

103 Hanvey Street
Pastor: Zella Daniel

Sunday Worship 11:15am

FAITH FELLOWSHIP
BIBLE CHURCH

Corner of Price & Chandler, St. Johns
Pastor: John Jakus

Sunday School: 9:00am 
Worship Service 10:00am

517-651-6210

Advertise In Our Church Directory!  
Call (989) 834-2264

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Frank Johnson
Frank Johnson, age 96, of Elsie, MI, passed away

Wednesday, December 22, 2021, at Covenant Hospital,
Saginaw, MI. 

Frank was born in Saginaw County, MI on July 5, 1925, the
son of Chester and Elsie (Campbell) Johnson. He graduated
from Elsie High School. 

Frank worked for Oldsmobile and went on to work and
retired from Lear in Elsie.  He was also a lifelong farmer.  He
enjoyed raising animals, hunting and fishing.  Frank proudly
served his country in the United States Army during WWII.  He
was a member of the Elsie American Legion.  

He is survived by nieces and nephews: Kay McClelland,
Jane Morton, Jim Kennedy and Lucy Maier, and Paul and
Gayle Kennedy.  He is also survived by many great-nieces and
nephews, and great-great nieces and nephews.  He was preced-
ed in death by his parents, Chester and Elsie Johnson, sisters:
Erma Criner, Edna Meadows, Ellen Waggoner, one brother Cy
Johnson, nephew Dave McClelland, niece Carol Usman and
great nephews Jeff & Scott McClelland.

Frank was buried next to his brother at Ford Cemetery and a celebration of life will be held
at a later date.

Memorials may be made to Chapin United Methodist Church, AA, or Disabled Veterans.
Online condolences can be sent to www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is being
served by Smith Family Funeral Homes - Elsie, Michigan.

Nancy L. Hinkley
Nancy L. Hinkley, 85,  passed away on Wednesday,

December 22, 2021, in Venice, Florida. 
Nancy was born August 22, 1936.
Nancy was born in Bannister, MI to Roy and Mary

Saylor, and lived and worked in the Elsie area until 1987
when she and Don retired to Venice, FL.  Don and Nancy
were married in July 1954.  They were together for almost 57
years until his passing in 2011.  For many years she worked
as a bookkeeper alongside Don in publishing the Elsie Sun,
later renamed The Advertiser-News.  She was a long-time
member of the Bannister United Methodist Church, serving
as director and accompanist of the children’s choir, singing
alto in the adult choir, and teaching Sunday school.  After
relocating to Venice, she became an active member of the
Venice-Nokomis United Methodist Church, singing in the
choir and serving as piano accompanist for the church’s pre-
school.  She also served her community by ushering events
at the Venice Theatre, working at the local election board, and delivering food for meals-on-
wheels.  She loved spending time with her grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and enjoyed
gardening and watching football. 

Survivors include her children Deborah (Randy) Higel of Venice, FL, Donna (Johnny)
Winkler of Jacksonville, NC, and David V. Hinkley (Dianna) of Dover, FL; grandchildren Nicole
Backes (John), Wesley Higel (Jen), John David Winkler, Juliet Hinkley and Jack Hinkley; and
great-grandchildren Isaac, Ryleigh, Logan, and Amelia.  Nancy is also survived by her brother,
Dennis Saylor, of Bannister, MI.

Nancy was predeceased by her husband, Donald L. Hinkley, son Joseph L. Hinkley, sister
Janet Bensinger, and brothers Vern and Robert Saylor.   

A date and time for a memorial service has yet to be determined.  Electronic condolences can
be made at kays-ponger.com.

Lions Cheese Sale Winding
Down 

The Ovid Lions Club will be selling cheese thru
January or until its gone. All eight varieties are still avail-
able including Amish Creamery, Sharp Cheddar, Colby
Jack, Pepper Jack,  and Horseradish for $8.00, Baby
Swiss and the Variety Wheel for $10. Call Doc O’Bryant
at 989-834-2425 or Mary Perrien at 989-251-8517 or pick
up at the Meridian Weekly during the following times,
Tue & Wed 8:30am-noon and on Thurs from 8:30-4:00. 

Rep. Frederick New Law Sets Aside Key Resources
submitted by Christina Doerr
State Rep. Ben Frederick’s plan to help mid-Michigan compete for new job opportunities

was signed into law this week.
The plan sets aside $1 billion in an economic development fund dedicated to bringing new

jobs to the state and offers $484 million in relief to local employers that continue to struggle due
to the COVID shutdowns. Each piece of the plan received broad bipartisan support when it was
approved by the Legislature last week. It is funded entirely by federal COVID relief dollars allo-
cated to the state.

The plan offers $409 million in tax and fee relief for the businesses hurt the most by the pan-
demic and $75 million to adjust personal property tax exemptions to account for inflation.

The $1 billion will be set aside in a new fund the Legislature will be able to utilize to create
incentives, conduct site preparation and offer workforce training opportunities to attract new and
growing businesses. A measure sponsored by Frederick ensures the fund cannot be raided by the
administration for other purposes. All money paid from the fund must be made by Legislative
transfer.

Frederick pointed to the recent decision by Ford Motor Company to pass over its home state
of Michigan for a large multi-billion-dollar investment in manufacturing as a signal that the
state’s old economic development tools are no longer effective. State officials even admitted

Michigan “was not actively
involved” in a bid to host the
new developments. Experts
have since highlighted the lack
of job-ready sites in the state
when discussing the failure,
and Ford itself pointed to a
new selection method that
takes far more factors into
account than in previous deci-
sions.

REBATES and TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE
HEATING & COOLING

Licensed & Insured
Laingsburg ~ 517-282-4347 ~ 517-651-2233
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Editorial... cont’ on page 10

PUBLIC NOTICE 
30-Day Public Review Period Draft 2022 Park 

and Recreation Plan 
Public Hearing February 7, 2022 Draft 2022 Park 

and Recreation Plan
City of Laingsburg 

The City of Laingsburg is releasing the draft of the 2022 City of Laingsburg
Parks & Recreation Plan (“Plan”) for a thirty (30) day public review. The
review is required by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
(“MDNR”) as part of the Plan review process. 
A draft of the Plan will be available for public review on January 7, 2022 at
the following locations during their normal office hours: 
Laingsburg City Hall, 114 N. Woodhull Street, Laingsburg 
Laingsburg Public Library, 255 Grand River Rd., Laingsburg 
The draft plan will also be available on the City of Laingsburg website
www.laingsburg.us
Any persons wishing to comment on the Plan may submit their comments
in writing by February 7th, 2022 via email to clerk@laingsburg.us. mail or
drop off at the address below, there is a drop box for 24/7 access: 
City of Laingsburg 
Attn: City Clerk 
PO Box 178 
114 N. Woodhull Street 
Laingsburg, MI 48848 

The following advertised meetings will be held at 114 N. Woodhull St,
Laingsburg and have the draft plan on their agenda and will accept com-
ments on the draft Plan: 
7pm January 17, 2022 Planning Commission Meeting 
5pm January 31, 2022 DPW Park and Recreation Committee Meeting
6pm January 31, 2022 Downtown Development Authority Meeting
7pm February 7, 2022 City Council Meeting 
Public Hearing will be held to hear comments on the draft plan 

I wish you all a very Happy New Year filled with good
health, much happiness, peace and prosperity.  May your days
be filled with wonderful adventures that help to shape your
future and may it be one that you are proud to be a part and also
willing to share with others.  May you also have much laughter
and embrace the simple pleasures that life brings your way.
Love your families, support your friends, and follow your faith.
God bless.

Seems as if the world has shifted gears since I last sat down
to write.  Today was busy, I had to be in Carson City at the den-
tist office at eight this morning.  I spent an hour there and then
headed home to make a seven layer salad for our family
Christmas dinner at three.  I still had some gift wrapping to do
and I also had about twenty pounds of bananas to be mashed
and put into the freezer.  Then add a twenty-five pound case of
salted hulled sunflower seeds to be divided up.  I put the seeds
in quart and gallon bags and I still need to finish up the last case
and get them delivered to those as promised.  My propane tank
was filled today and I was able to catch my driver and give him
a bag of goodies, I hope that he liked them.  

In the morning I have to go back to work and get the church
bulletins finished and delivered.  Of course, I also need to get
the Parable put together and hopefully ready for the mail by
Monday.  I have taken the time to review some of the informa-
tion that I have been sent and sometimes just shake my head.
And remind myself that I only put it together, I do not edit the
contents because I don’t know the writer’s intent.  It may be
time for me to follow another venue.

Today was our family Christmas and it did get off to a good
start.  It was at my daughter’s home, which is the homestead.
We had four generations present and lots of presents and some
good friends came also.  The meal was delightful and so were
the sweets that followed.  Members of the fourth and second
generations delivered the gifts from under the tree.  Isabella was
the queen bee and had a wonderful time bossing everyone and
telling them not to unwrap their gifts until they were all distrib-
uted.  A few did get unwrapped … 

Isabella was enthralled with the quantity and quality of gifts
that she received… it works well for her, she is the only great
grandchild, only grandchild, only niece and only great niece.
Being number one in four different categories just enhances her
expectations.  She did receive a mountain of gifts and was good
at her thank yous.  I had to leave for a bit because I had veni-
son to pick up and when I got back she had snagged the small
purple flashlight while playing Bingo and gave it to me.  I was
pleased with her thoughtfulness.  

My Charlie Brown tree looks a bit desolate now, it only has
two gifts left under it and I never did find a tree skirt to dress it
up.  I keep watering it and the cats keep drinking the water.  I’m
amazed that the they have not climbed it and I have only found
decorations on the floor twice and one of those times was
because I knocked it off when gathering the packages to be
wrapped.  Must be that the squirt gun is working well as a deter-
rent. The older cats move when they hear the trigger squeezed,
they know what is about to happen… the little miscreant
(Hebow) just pauses and glares at who the shooter might be and
does as he pleases even though it tends to get him wet.

I did find some unicorn material and now need to whip up
a new apron for Isabella.  Ryan did tell me that the original
apron that I gave Izzy is now too small.  I am hoping that one
without a bib on it will suit her just fine.  She did tell me how
helpful she had been, like sweeping the floors for Grandma
Diane and helping Grandpa Brent shovel the snow off the deck
and steps.  She also added that she couldn’t do for me because
she hadn’t been over for a long time to spend the night.  Yes,
she had been over to visit and decorate cookies four days
ago...but that was not to spend the night.  Point taken.

It would appear that I need to ask her over to spend the
night and then we will see what happens.  Maybe I should do
that when I’m re-potting my house plants.  Just think of the fun
we will have playing in the dirt.

A Little 
Common Sense

by Crystal Mitchell

No Resolutions This Year!
Dear Andy,
Year after year I make resolutions to get organized, lose

weight, spend more time with aging relatives, clean my clos-
ets, exercise more, eat less, get in shape, find a new job, build
my relationships with friends and family, and of course save
money.   Seems like good ideas but every year it turns out
about the same.  Gained weight, missed birthdays, stuff every-
where, never enough money without going into debt.   How
can I make this a better year?   What can I do to feel more
accomplished?  I am so frustrated with myself for not keeping
my resolutions!     

Patricia Procrastinator

Dear Patricia,  
Webster's paraphrased definition of Resolution is…‘mak-

ing a firm decision with a promise of being determined about
changing a behavior or situation.’  ‘or Something that we per-
ceive as not acceptable as is, or not good enough.’  Most reso-
lutions are unrealistic, we set ourselves up for being unsuccess-
ful.  It is no wonder we feel like giving up or a failure.

My recommendation is to NOT make ‘Resolutions’, but
to ‘Set Goals.”   Achievable goals. Prior to  setting new goals,
first you must acknowledge, reward or recognize previous
accomplishments.  Congratulate yourself.  List your achieve-
ments at home and at work.  I bet you will find something in
every category you listed.   Write it down and don’t say you
didn’t accomplish anything….plezzzzz, give yourself a little
credit.

Did you plan a special birthday party for grandma?  Did
you go for a bike ride?  Did you count the 4 pounds you lost
when you cut out ice cream for 2 months?   Did you count the
credit card you got paid off?    Did you count the meals you put
on the table for your family?  Did you count how many times
you cut the grass?   Did you count how many times you helped
a neighbor with a project?   Count your blessings, then you will
be ready to make 2022 goals.

Instead of Resolution’s – “Set Goals”…   First step in set-
ting goals is to determine if they are short term or long term.
Then, write down your goals… writing makes you more
accountable.   It also is a good way to know when you have
achieved them. Shouting them into the Universe at midnight on
New Year’s Eve might help; but write them down.

Remember Alice in Wonderland when the Cheshire cat told
her, “If you knew where you were going, you would know
when you got there.”   He also told her, “If you don’t know
where you are going, every road will take you there.”    Think
about direction…there is a process: set your goal with a realis-
tic date and a realistic plan to accomplish your goal.

Next, make achievable goals with a plan of action.  Write
it down!   Instead of a resolution to lose weight, set a goal to
lose 4 pounds a month, that is only 1 pound per week and 52
pounds for a year.  Sounds achievable.  Right?  Check with
your doctor if you need a specific plan or accommodations, but
definitely -  walking for 15 minutes 3 times a week could help
achieve the weight loss goals.  I challenge you to increase your
time by a few minutes every week.   I have challenged
myself…I will get back with you in 6 months.  My goal is to
lose 1 pound a week by June 10, 2022   26 weeks away.   This
scares me a little, but I think I can do it… how about you?

Making positive changes can be a challenge but recogniz-
ing changes will improve your confidence and perception of
your accomplishments.   Many of us fail to reach our dreams
or goals, due to our misguided perceptions and self-negativity.
I must confess, I am guilty of what I coined as a “procrastina-
tion-perfectionisms.”    We need to accept that it’ ok not to be

Ask
Andy

Have a Question 
for Andy?

Submit them to:

ask_andy@aol.com

You can also mail or drop questions
off to: Meridian Weekly 

P.O. Box 11, Ovid, MI 48866

perfect and it’s ok to succeed.  Get rid of the feeling that “this
could be better” or that “it’s not good enough.”

Set goals in writing then when you accomplish them high-
light with your favorite color.    View it daily, post where you
can see them. Try daily, weekly, and monthly goals.  Make it a
to-do list:  ie. walking 15 minutes a day, an act of kindness
every day, keep a box in the closet for goodwill, purge weekly.
On the 1st when I pay my bills, list all the birthday dates to
remember.  It can cost less than a dollar to bring someone joy
on their birthday. 

Finally, NEVER GIVE UP!  Keep trying.  Change your
goals or add new ones as needed.  Be realistic about your goals
and what you want.  Did I say write them down?  I would say
good luck in 2022 but it just takes self-confidence and courage.

Note to all our readers:  Goodbye to loved ones we have
lost; Blessings of health and abundance for each of you; Treat
your neighbors with kindness and love; Give to others; Express
gratitude.  Seek Joy.  Make this your best year ever.    Happy
2022 New Year to our wonderful community. 

From Andy @ Ask_andy@aol.com

Village of Ashley Thank You
The Village of Ashley Country Christmas is very thankful

that this years event has been such a success.  We've had a few
bumps in the road, like a late contract and covid, but we've
enjoyed a great success.  

We couldn't do it without all our volunteers and our spon-
sors and we'd like everyone to know who our sponsors are.
Please support our sponsors if you can.  We wouldn't be able to
bring this event to you with them. 

Hutsons,  Mid-Michigan Lime & Gypsum LLC, Tri County
Electric Cooperative, USPPF Tri-Lakes,  Dr. Paul & Susan
Worley, Ashley Lions Club, C & C Propane, Thompson Floors
of Corunna, B.C. Barns, Caroline Ross in memory of Robert,
Uncle Johns Cider Mill, Ferrells, Alma Optics, Hofferbert Sales
and Republic Services.  

Thanks so much to our sponsors for such a great year. 
Village of Ashley Country Christmas Committee.

Encompass the little joys in life, they do grow in our mem-
ories and make us smile.  Laugh and share your life with oth-
ers, share your joy.  God bless.  Happy New Year.

Crystal Mitchell©2021
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Senior Spotlight

Long Term Care Rehabilitation Center Hospice/Respite Care

  Our quality staff delivers 24-hour a day compassionate care
by Registered Nurses, Licensed Practical Nurses

and Certified Nursing Aides. 
"From Hospital to Rehab to Home; Let Us Get You There"

We accept Managed Medicare Plans i.e. Humana, Med Plus Blue, McLaren, 
Medicaid and Private Pay Options

201 S. Front St. • Chesaning, MI • 989-845-6602

P Physical Therapy
P Speech Therapy
P Fractures & Wound Care
P Post-Surgery Recovery

P Occupational Therapy
P Orthopedic Therapy
P Stroke Rehabilitation
P Cognitive Therapy

HHHH Four Star Rating

If You’re 
Looking for 

QUALITY CARE,
You’ve Found It!

1605 Vandekarr Rd.
Owosso

Encouraging optimal 
functioning in spirit, 

body and mind.

(989) 723-3807
Kimberly Bowen, RN, BSN

Senior Center Seeking 
Donations

submitted by Brenda Terpening
The Clinton County Senior Center, located at 201 E Walker

Street in St. Johns is seeking donations for their various pro-
grams.

They are looking for puzzles (300-1000 pieces), fabric, bat-
ting and yarn.  They are also accepting items for Bingo prizes
their members can win.  Things like canned fruit (green beans
are not needed), peanut butter, jelly, hot chocolate, paper tow-
els and bagged candy are items the members enjoy receiving
but are seldom donated.

Donations can be dropped off on Monday’s, Tuesday’s or
Friday’s between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm.  If you need things
picked up you can call them at 989-224-4257. 

Senior Center Seeks
Volunteers

submitted by Brenda Terpening
At the Clinton County Senior Center they have two Gift

Shops that are open for their members and the general public to
shop in.  One gift shop has glassware, decorations, cards, etc
and the other is full of homemade sewn items.

The center is looking for
someone that would volunteer
their time to make dish
scrunchies.  The center would
provide the netting. 

If you would be interested
in helping the Senior Center,
please call them at 989-224-
4257. Please leave a message if
no one answers and they will
get back to you.

Safe Ways for Seniors to Volunteer
Charitable organizations rely on the efforts of vol-

unteers to meet their missions every day. People of all
ages can volunteer, and a great number of volunteers
are seniors. 

A 2016 survey from the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics found that nearly one-quarter of American
volunteers are age 65 and over. That was never more
apparent than during the COVID-19 pandemic, when
many nonprofit organizations were suddenly forced to
confront a volunteer shortage due to the adoption of
social distancing guidelines that were designed to
keep vulnerable populations, such as seniors, as safe
as possible. One study from Fidelity Charitable found
that two out of three volunteers decreased or stopped
contributing time during the pandemic. 

The rollout of various COVID-19 vaccines has
allowed vaccinated individuals to return to a certain
degree of pre-pandemic normalcy. However, the threat
posed by strains of the virus like the Delta variant has made some seniors apprehensive about
returning to volunteering. Though each individual should consider various factors before return-
ing to volunteering during the pandemic, the following are some options seniors can consider as
they aim to safely pitch in once again.

• Look for contactless opportunities. Interactions with the people they help and work along-
side is what drives many volunteers to lend a helping hand. That’s especially so for seniors
whose children have grown up and moved out. In person interactions may be too risky during
the pandemic, but seniors can still volunteer via contactless opportunities. For example, in lieu
of delivering meals by hand, seniors who work with organizations such as Meals on Wheels can
deliver prepackaged meals outside recipients’ residences.

• Pitch in with fundraising. A report from Giving USA released in 2021 revealed that
Americans gave more to charity in 2020 than in 2019. That increase came in spite of an econom-
ic downturn that saw millions of people lose their jobs or take pay cuts as companies scrambled
to deal with lost revenue related to the pandemic. Though giving might have increased in 2020,
many nonprofit organizations, including local community theaters, likely suffered due to cancel-
lations and audience restrictions. As a result, many local nonprofit organizations are in need of
financial support. Seniors who want to pitch in but stay safe can volunteer to help local organi-
zations raise funds. Seniors can participate in fundraising efforts from the comforts of their own
homes.

• Offer professional expertise. Many seniors retired after spending decades mastering their
crafts, and that experience can be an invaluable resource to local nonprofit organizations.
Seniors can offer professional advice and mentor youths remotely via apps like Zoom without
putting their physical health at risk.

Seniors concerned for their safety can still lend a hand by volunteering with their favorite
nonprofit organizations.

We Focus on EYE Health

Dr. David L. Peters
(989) 224-6651

611 W. State St., Suite A
(At the corner of Morton & M-21)

St. Johns, MI 48879

Call Today for Appt.
Accepting Most Insurances
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you might not know  
we have life, home, 
auto and business  
insurance. now you do.
simple human sense

AGENCY NAME 
GOES HERE

CITY  •  000.000.0000
bestinsuranceagency.com

Ovid Service Agency
Ovid • (989) 834-2288

We Are Your 
Smile Specialists!

• Evening Hours
• Children & Adults

Dr. Tammy A Mika
Dr. William P. Horal
Dr. Richard Halliday

Healthy Kids/MI Child/Healthy MI

114 N. Main St., Perry 
perrydental.org

517-625-4163

Public Welcome...
BREAKFAST
Every Sunday

8am-11am
Laingsburg 

American Legion

Post 248

1240 E. Grand River

(517) 651-6050

Planning 
pays in 
retirement

Planning 
pays in 
retirement

Registered representative. Securities offered through MWA Financial Services Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Modern Woodmen of America. Member: FINRA, SIPC.

Edward J. Arthur, FIC
9790 E. M-21
Ovid, MI 48866
B 989-834-3300
C 517-896-5338
edward.j.arthur@mwarep.org

Let’s start the conversation.

Modern Woodmen of America

Michael doesn’t see himself living on the beach when he retires, but he’d like to vaca-
tion there with his wife. He worries he isn’t saving enough in the 401(k) account he has
at work, but he isn’t sure what more he can manage with two kids, a mortgage and
credit cards.

Michael faces two dilemmas: Saving enough money for a comfortable retirement, and
making those savings last his lifetime. Like most Americans, having money in retire-
ment may depend on part-time jobs, personal savings and tax-advantaged retirement
savings accounts.

A financial representative can help people like Michael understand their options, such
as 401(k) and 403(b) plans, annuities, and individual retirement accounts (IRAs).

The key is to set goals and get started. The longer you wait to start saving, the more
you will have to save to reach those goals.
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CAROLYN LONG
REALTOR®

Each office is independently
Owned and Operated

Cell: 989.277.4826
Direct: 989.403.5004
Email: carolyn.long@century21.com
1501 Glastonbury
Saint Johns, MI 48879

CAROLYN LONG
REALTOR®

Each office is Independently Owned and Operated

Looking to Buy or Sell? Call Me Today! 

• Aeroseal Complete 
System Duct Sealing 

• High Efficency
Equipment

• Smart WiFi Thermostats 
• 24 Hour Service
• Financing Available 
• Free Equipment Estimates

www.myhometownheating.com
St. Johns 989-224-4844 • Laingsburg 517-651-2121

Pictured here with the Valentine Love Box are (L-R)Shelby Bush (Activity
Aide), Betsy Schack (Medical Records Coordinator), Tammy Fisher
(Activities Director), Jessica Garcia and Angie Hill (Activity Aides). 

Photo by Deb Price

Let’s Spread Some Love 

February 7, 2021

Anna Fausett is pictured here in the basement
of her Ovid home sitting in front of her Juki
Sewing Machine and Juki Serger. A peaceful
summer scene mural provides a pleasant sight
in her workspace.  Photo by Deb Price

Got Ya Covered 
February 28, 2021

Bonnie Lucille staff (l-r) Stylist,
Kristen Harden, Owner/Stylist,
Bethany Fulford and Stylist,
Angela Regan.

Photo by Deb Price

Bonnie Lucille Salon Opens in Laingsburg 

February 28, 2021

A Look Back Through 2021

Ovid Boy
Scout Troop

585/114 Pasty
Sale

The Ovid Boy Scout
Troop is making and selling
real Michigan pasties again! 

Delicious handmade
Michigan pasties will be pre-
pared and baked by the Boy
Scouts of Troop 585/114. We
will have beef pasties for just
$5 each. We will also have
sweet apple or cherry pasties
for only $4 each. Proceeds
from the sales will help the
Scouts attend summer camp
and learn leadership skills. 

Pasties will be available
Saturday, January 8, 2022
from 3-5pm on a first-come,
first-served basis at the Lions
Hall on Main Street in Ovid.
Pasties may be frozen to
ensure quality. 

These pasties are a deli-
cious way to help support
Scouting.



January 2, 2022 - THE MERIDIAN WEEKLY - FAX (989) 834-2066 - PHONE (989) 834-2264 - e-mail news@meridianweekly.comPAGE 8

A Look Back Through 2021
Committees Gear Up for

Festival Season

February 21, 2021

Happy 100th Birthday
Scholastic Books

March 7, 2021

Front Coach Matt Fabus. Back row (l-r): Ashland Particka,
Lizzy Underhill, Emma Fox, Gracie Schultz, Morgan
Douglass and Mikayla Kelley.

Front row (l-r): Clay Wenzlick, Coach Matt Fabus and
Steven Zedemont. Back row (l-r): Tommy Terpening, Corbin
Kelley, Evan Hehrer, Ian Hehrer.

Ovid-Elsie Boys & Girls Are 
Conference Champs

March 21, 2021

Tim is pictured here in his Sugar Shack, checking out the
boiling sap. Below he is collecting the sap from the trees,
placing it in storage pails. He then does does a testing proce-
dure before the boiling process.

Tapping Into Sweetness
March 21, 2021

St. John’s State-of-the-Art
Cheese and Whey Plant 

March 28, 2021

John Quine is seated here with his four sons (l-r) Daniel,
Frank, Jim and Jerry Quine.

Quine Receives Lifetime
Achievement Award

March 28, 2021

Fire Destroys Former Jumbo’s
Bar in Downtown Owosso

April 4, 2021
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Sports

Septic Tank Service
• Portable Restrooms • Commercial/Residential

• Septic Tank Cleaning • Drain Cleaning
Licensed & Insured

Call (989) 845-6280 • Chesaning

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Your Marauder Sports Radio Network

A majority of the 38 area boys basketball teams are on
break until after the New Year, so now is a good time to update
everyone on how the area boys teams are doing so far.

Ovid-Elsie ranks in the Top Six according to Lansing media
outlets. 

There are only five area teams that undefeated after just two
weeks+ of play.  And eleven others with only one loss so far.

A few teams have separated themselves so far in the early
2021-22 season.

Williamston has looked fantastic so far.  And Grand Ledge
may have the best wins of the season (beating Holt on the road
and Okemos at home).  But other teams (Olivet, P-W, and
Ovid-Elsie) have looked really good at the start, too.

Here's a look at the area's top 10 teams as we’re in the hol-
idays:

Honorable Mention: Fowler (3-1): The Eagles' only loss
was to Potterville (a 36-31 loss on Dec. 14th). But the Eagles
have good senior leadership (nine seniors) to help them to
recover from that.

The CMAC is stacked again, but Fowler is one of the rea-
sons why. Lots of time to improve.

Honorable Mention: Lakewood (3-1): The Vikings were
blown out by Ionia 51-35, which is why they aren't higher on
the list. But head coach Chris Duits has lots of experience that
will help them in the GLAC. 

10. Lansing Catholic (2-1): The Cougars started late
because of the football team winning the Division 5 state title
last month.

It showed against Williamston (they were crushed on
Opening night). But they've rebounded and have played better
since then.

9. Ionia (4-1): A close loss this week to P-W is why they
aren't higher on the list. But head coach Scott Swinehart has a
pair of three-year varsity players in Trevor Tooker and Gauge
McQueen.

They'll need to lean on them if they want to win the
CAAC White this season.

8. Potterville (2-0): The Vikings are only 2-0, but those
wins are quality W's over Fowler and Dansville. Can they hang
around in the brutally tough CMAC?? We'll see. But a good
start so far.

7. Pewamo-Westphalia (2-0): The 43-38 win over previous-
ly unbeaten Ionia this week automatically puts them in the first
poll. Ten players return this season.

Another CMAC title run and a run in the state tournament

Ovid-Elsie Rated 6th, Wolfpack Gets Mention Among Top
Lansing-Area Boys Cage Teams

is possible.
6. Ovid-Elsie (4-0): The Marauders are off to another good

start. They have good wins over Fowler and Bath.
Staying healthy is key. If they do, they can win a district

title (or maybe more) in Division 2.
5. Okemos (3-1): Their only loss was to Grand Ledge, but

they have one of the best starting backcourts in the state in Will
Young and Drayton Chase.

If they can find a third scorer, they will be even tougher
to deal with in the CAAC Blue.

4. Olivet (4-0): Matt Seidl has the Eagles off to another
great start. They are favored again to win the GLAC.

Even though they have only two seniors on the roster,
they have lots of experience. That will help them in the long
term.

3. Grand Ledge (2-1): The Comets have played only three
games, But their wins over Holt and Okemos has the defend-
ing CAAC Blue champs higher up right now.

Isaiah Bailey and Teddy Williams lead this strong squad.
Can they get out of the first round of the state tournament this
year? Wait and see.

2. East Lansing (4-1): Ray Mitchell's team looks well-
rounded so far. The defending Division 1 regional champs are
looking to get at least that far this season.

Staying away from COVID-19 and injuries is key for
them. They've won four straight since an opening night loss to
North Farmington.

1. Williamston (3-0): The Hornets are clearly the best team
in the area so far. The return of Mason Docks and nine seniors
to a team that won a district title has expectations high this sea-
son.

If the Hornets want to make a deep run in the state tour-
nament in Division 2, this is the year to do it. They have size,
speed, and experience. Everything you need to go far in March.

Other teams to be on the lookout for are Holt (2-1, only
loss to Grand Ledge), DeWitt (3-1), Perry (3-1), Laingsburg
(1-1), and Webberville (3-2).

East Lansing (Division 1) and Webberville (Division 4)
were the only area teams to win regional titles last season.
Both of those teams are looking get at least that far this season.

Other reigning district champions from last year are Holt
(Division 1), Williamston (Division 2), Ionia (Division 2),
Leslie (Division 3), Bath (Division 3), and Pewamo-
Westphalia (Division 3).   

Wolfpack, Marauder
Wrestling Programs Draw 

Notice from Daily 
Media Outlets

Building a winning high school wrestling program isn’t
easy. Drawing attention from daily media outlets is no easy
task, either.

Wrestling programs in Ovid-Elsie under coach Kyle Spiess,
and Laingsburg under coach Shawn Baynes, are doing just that,
however.

The Wolfpack returns a team that was a MHSAA Regional
finalist last season under coach Baynes. Top wrestlers are
Gabby Motz (112), Aden Baynes (135), Noah Gentner (135),
Bryce Smith (145), Kyle Boettcher (152), Caleb Boettcher
(160), Seth Sivak (171), Mikey Brooks (189),  and Sean Divine
(215).

The Wolves will be looking to build experience with Dustin
Winans (119), Miguel Ramirez (125), Marlon Graham (130),
Carter Schlaack (285).

Laingsburg was third at the 17-team Don Johnson
Invitational at Lansing Eastern earlier this month. The
Wolfpack were paced by Mikey Brooks, who won the 189-
pound championship. Baynes is looking for his team to take the
next step after reaching the regional finals and losing by one
bout to Leslie. Sean Divine and Aden Baynes both were state
individual qualifiers from a year ago and Gabby Motz is one of
the best female wrestlers in the state. “Our goals are to go deep
into the postseason,” Baynes said. “The strengths of our team
are experience and numbers.”

The O-E Marauders were just  4-13 on season ago, yet
coach Spiess returns Talan Parsons, a state runner-up at 103
pounds, posting a 24-1 freshman record. Also qualifying for the
individual state finals was sophomore Cole Workman, who fin-
ished 19-6 as a freshman. And Max Spiess finished 12-4 as a
senior at 135 lbs. Another key returnee is senior Gavyn Perry at
140 lbs.

Ovid-Elsie Swim Team off to
Solid Start in 2021-22

OVID-ELSIE — Coach Karl Dahlke’s Marauder swim-
ming team stands 2-3 in dual meets thus far — a solid start to
the 2021-22 season for a young team,

Dahlke say his Marauders will “ … be very young and inex-
perienced,” but talented. “We are hoping to get a foundation
built that can help the team in the future. 

“We will focus on individual goals for each swimmer.” 
The strongest swimmer is senior Sam Harden, who excels

in the breaststroke and individual medley. Gage Kvalevog, a
junior, specalizes in the freestyle and butterfly. Natalie Leaviett,
a junior, competes in the freestyle and breaststroke events.
Lindsey Washburn, a sophomore, handles the backstroke.

Gabby Motz Aden Baynes Sean Divine

Talan Parsons Cole Workman Max Spiess

Ovid-Elsie Grad Continues
Athletic Careers at 

Collegiate Level
A Marauder

alumni is continuing
his athletic careers at
the collegiate level.

Evan Morris, at
Michigan State, han-
dled kicking duties
with starting place-
kicker Matt Coghlin
banged up. Morris
suited up for the first
time this season in a
November 27,  30-27
victory over Penn
State. Morris handled
kickoff duties, kick-
ing four times for 223
yards. Morris had
moved to tight end
earlier this year after
sporadically handling
kickoffs as a redshirt
freshman.

Evan Morris kicking off for MSU
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Thornton & Sons
Construction & Design Inc.

• Remodeling Specialists • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Wood Basements • New Homes • Architectural Design

Phone: 989-862-4889 

Licensed Builder
Lead Certified Renovator

Veterans Affairs Approved

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People

Find What They’re Looking For! 1

Holes - N - More - LLC
6 in. 12 in. 18 in.  24 in. 30 in. Holes

Bobcat Service of All Types

“Your Hole is Our Goal”
Insured

Ron Keck

Cell 517-896-5261

Concrete Tear-Out and Replace
New Concrete Flat Work
Preparation for Concrete

FERRALL’S TREE

“Old Fashioned Service with Modern Technology”

Experienced • Equipped • Insured
Stump Removal

989-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561

3 ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS ON STAFF

Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc.
Miller/Bartz

Septic

200 ft. of hose

2 Locations
Ovid

834-2733
Owosso

743-5055

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a 
double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a 
circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

• Full Service 
Auto Repair

9779 M-21, Ovid
(989) 834-5031

Advertise Your 
Business Here

For More Info:
989-834-2264

only$32
per week!

Floors - Sidewalks -
Driveways - Pole Barn
Garages - Foundations

Advertise Your
Business Here

only$22
per week!

For More Info:
989-834-2264

CONCRETE

Brand Builders
Jerry Orweller

OVID
(989) 834-2997

Editorial
2022 New 

Year’s Resolutions
The Weekly Sportsman has

compiled a long list of resolu-
tions for this upcoming year
and several include this column
and our community.  The first
on the list is to make sure the
readership of the Weekly Sportsman is provided a column for all fifty-two Sundays of 2022.
Next, per numerous requests, topics will include more on fishing, food plots, and making
wildlife habitat improvements. Third, the Weekly Sportsman will use a recent appointment to the
executive board of Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger to help efforts with collecting donated
deer and having the processed venison distributed back locally to food pantries, kitchens, and
shelters within our community. Please consider making at least one resolution this year that ben-
efits others close to you or even the local community.

Laingsburg Rabbit Squirrel Derby
Unfortunately for the second year in a row the annual Laingsburg Rabbit Squirrel Derby has

been cancelled.  The Weekly Sportsman confirmed this earlier in the week when speaking with
co-director Ron Fizzel.  At this point it is unclear what the future holds for this once popular
event for both youth and adult participants. -WS

The Weekly 
Sportsman

by Dan McMaster
theweeklysportsman@meridianweekly.com

Will you be ready?
The return of Jesus Christ to earth is

a future reality. Some say that Jesus has
already returned, but He hasn't. Some
say that it will never happen, but
Christ's return is a sure thing because
the Bible clearly predicts it.

2 Peter 3:3-7 says, “Above all, you
must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil
desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died,
everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5 But they deliberately forget that
long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed out of water and
by water. 6 By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same
word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and
destruction of the ungodly.”

No one knows the year or day that this will take place. Many have predicted when it would
happen, but even though in time they were found to be wrong, still Jesus' coming will occur. If
that happens during your lifetime, will you be ready? Will you meet the King as a follower of
His or as a rebel?

Even if Christ's return happens after you die, still you will one day meet the Lord.  Either
way, sooner or later, you will be in the presence of God. At that time, God may ask you why He
should let you into His Kingdom. If so, what woud you say? What right would you have to enter
into His Heaven?

The only answer to this is faith in Jesus Christ. Only Jesus died on the cross and rose bodi-
ly from the dead as the one, full and final payment for all of your sins. Jesus died and rose for
everything bad you have ever done. For every evil thought, hurtful word, deed done in secret,
He paid the price to God for it all.

1 Corinthians 1:30 says, “Christ Jesus...has become for us wisdom from God-that is, our
righteousness, holiness and redemption.”

More good news is that God wants you to be with Him for eternity.
Continuing on in 2 Peter, it says, “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the

Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow
in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not want-
ing anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”

- 2 Peter 3:8-9

Religious 
Thoughts

by Chris Hearn
www.letsmeetgod.com

Thank You
The kindness and caring of many of our County residents, businesses, community groups,

churches and individuals that came forward this year to adopt 228 low-income children from
across the county was amazing. The greater the need, the greater the sharing that occurs. Please
accept our thanks and sincere appreciation for your help with Christmas Wishers.

The holiday season is often difficult for many people for different reasons, but living in
poverty increases the sense of hopelessness. When you add the very real threat of
COVID...Through your actions, you have made December 25th a very special day of the year
and a wish come true for many children and families.

Thank you for caring and sharing this Holiday Season.
Rebecca Zemla, Shiawassee County Center Coordinator

Frederick: Six Grants Awarded to Local Job
Providers for Workforce Training

State Rep. Ben Frederick announced six grants have been awarded to local employers from
the Going PRO Talent Fund.

The Going PRO initiative awards completive grants to employers to invest in training and
enhancing the skills and talent of their workforce. Training must fill a demonstrated talent need
experienced by the employer and lead to a credential for a skill that is transferable and recog-
nized by industry.

Frederick, of Owosso, successfully fought for the program’s funding to be restored for 2021-
22 after the governor vetoed it in 2019.

“This is a phenomenal program that helps hardworking people advance their careers and
increase their earning potential by gaining industry-recognized credentials. It also meets the
needs of local employers searching for skilled individuals to fill vacant positions,” Frederick
said. “I worked to restore funding for this program because there is a real need for workforce
training, especially for adult learners who want to advance their careers. It’s great to see local
employers taking advantage of this opportunity.”

Grants awarded in the Shiawassee area include:
Midwest Bus Corporation in Owosso, $35,292; Vibrant Life Senior Living in Durand,

$30,000; Jetool in Chesaning, $21,383; Durand, $28,700 and $18,423 (two grants); Durand
Senior Care and Rehab Center, $12,000

Since the program’s launch in 2014, the Going PRO Talent Fund has supported more than
150,000 workers with training.
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UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home estimates make
it convenient to shop from
home. Professional installation.
Top quality. Made in the USA.
Call for free consultation: 
844-400-9455. Ask about our
specials.                             CPM
-----------------------------------------

LOOKING FOR assisted living,
memory care, or independent
living? A Place for Mom simpli-
fies the process of finding senior
living at no cost to your family.
Call 1-888-987-0584 today! 

CPM
----------------------------------------

Meridian Weekly
Phone: 989-834-2264

Email: ads@meridianweekly.com

REPLACE your roof with the
best looking and longest lasting
material - steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and multi-
ple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - $500 dis-
count + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-888-718-1856.

CPM
-----------------------------------------

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from American’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us take
the stree out of Moving! Speak
to a Relocation Specialist, call
866-495-2374.           CPM
----------------------------------------

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package.
Watch yoru favorite live
sports,news & entertainment
anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in
Customer Satifaction (JD Power
& Assoc.) Call for more details!
(some restrictions apply) Call 1-
888-351-0154.         CPM
-----------------------------------------

DISH Network $64.99 For 190
Channels! Add Blazing Fast
Internet $19.99/month (where
available). Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE STREAMING
ON ALL Devices. Call today!
1-866-950-6757               CPM
-----------------------------------------
Arthritis, COPD, Joint Pain or
Mobility Issues on the
stairs?**STOP STRUGGLING**
Give Your Life a Lift! An Acorn
Stairlift is a perfect solution! A
BBB Rating. Call now for $250
OFF your purchase. FREE
DVD & Brochure.1-855-280-
6240.             CPM
-----------------------------------------

HAVING MEN’S HEALTH
ISSUES: Thanks to science,
ED can be optional. Try HIMS.
Connect with a medical profes-
sional online. If approved, your
prescribed medication is deliv-
ered to your door. FREE online
visit http://himsnow.com/mich

CPM
-----------------------------------------

C L A S S I F I E D S  D I R E C T O R Y

HANDYMAN: Snow Removal:
Driveways and sidewalks. Still
time to have your evestroughs
cleaned and removal of junk.
Call Jim today 517-881-9977.

1570tf
-----------------------------------------

J & M WELL DRILLING &
Service, Inc. Emergency
Service. Perry 517-675-5956
Owosso 989-743-5626
Point of Sale Work, 5” PVC
Well Drilling, Well Repairs,
Pumps and Tanks,
Chlorinating and Testing.
www.waterhelpnow.com.  TF          

FERRALL’S FIREWOOD:
Good quality hardwood.
$50/face cord plus delivery. 
Family owned & operated since
1978. (989) 862-4453; (989)
666-0561                            1534t2

SERVICES

FARM
WE INSTALL: Steel roofs on
high barns. Free estimates. Ask
for John 616-527-3635.       

1525tf
----------------------------------------

OUTDOOR FURNACES
26% TAX CREDIT: For an EPA
Certified Central Boiler Classic
Edge Titanium HDX Outdoor
Furnace. Stainless Steel. Call
Valentine Enterpise
(989) 862-5972.             1573tf
----------------------------------------

Small Businesses 
are the backbone

of the local community! 

LAND WANTED
WANTED: Farm Land wanted to
rent for 2021 and beyond. Also
farm land to purchase on land
contract. Contact Don Cuthbert at
(517) 881-1724 or email
1don.cuthbert@gmail.com

1604tf
--------------------------------------------

BUSINESS SERVICES

METAL ROOFING regular and
shingle style, HALF OFF ON
SPECIAL COLORS! Also, life-
time asphalt shingles available.
Licensed and insured builders.
Quality work for 40 years!
AMISH CREW.   517-575-3695

CPM
----------------------------------------

BEDS-BEDS-BED! Mattresses
any size and any comfort.
Delivery anywhere in Michigan
DanDantheMattressMan.com

CPM
----------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS
YOUR OWN BEAUTIFUL AND
SAFE WALK-IN SHOW-
ER...30% OFF Now! KOHLER,
KIRBYBath, Local
Professionals, Installed in 1-2
Days. Schedule Your Free
Estimate: 1-800-578-7830
www.ShowerAndBathPros.com

CPM
----------------------------------------

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-835-7273 Hablamos
Espanol.      CPM
-----------------------------------------

MEDICAL

COLLECTIBLES
B&B Now Buying and selling
coins, collectibles, historical, fur-
niture and more. Estate buying
and appraisals. 1520 E. Main St.
(M-21), Owosso. Across from
Walmart. 989-714-2623.  1603t7
--------------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage fro (350+)
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance-NOT just a discount plan.
(Don’t wait!) Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 
1-877-253-3162 
www.dental50plus.com/55#6258

CPM
----------------------------------------

WANTED
OLD MOTORCYCLES WANTED:
From 60’s & 70’s. Local and also
do Vaper Blasting. Call Steve at
517-927-4113.  1605t7
--------------------------------------------

MATTRESSES

GENERAC STANDBY
GENERATORS provide
backup power during utility
power outages, so you home
and family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 7-
year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote
today! Call for additional terms
and conditions. 
1-855-922-0420. CPM
-----------------------------------------

JUST IN TIME FOR THE HOLI-
DAYS: AKC Golden Retriever
Puppies. Tow males available,
$1,200 each. Read for new home
New Years week. Text or call 517-
862-5600.                     1609t2
--------------------------------------------

PETS

AMISH LOG BEDS , Dressers,
Rustic Table and chairs,
Mattresses for Cabin or Home.
Lowest Price in Michigan. dan-
danthemattressman.com
989-923-1278. CPM
----------------------------------------

AUCTION
Firearms; Ammo, Vehicles,
Coleman Minibike; Tools,
Furniture. Multiple online auc-
tions goin on now at
www.SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com

Considering an auction?
Contact auctioneer Joe
Sherwood for all of your auction
needs.  800-835-0495.    CPM
----------------------------------------

ELIMINATE GUTTER:
cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 
1-844-369-2501               CPM
-----------------------------------------

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY!
Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. 
Call: 877-401-2404.          CPM
----------------------------------------
The GENERAC PWRcell,
a solar plus battery storage
system. SAVE money, reduce
your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and
power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0
Down Financing Option.
Request at a FREE, no obliga-
tion, quote today. Call 1-855-
476-9698.                CPM
-----------------------------------------

MUST SELL ALL to clean out old
service station. Lawn mower,
some fixtures, many new &
garage sale items. Jan. 7th & 8th;
10-5, 623 S. Quarterline/Arnold
Rd., Ashley                1610
--------------------------------------------

CLOSING SALE

Applebee Oil
& Propane
108 N. Mill St.,

Ovid

989-834-2828 or
800-882-0876

MICHIGAN
LIVESTOCK

SERVICE
Serving the Farm Community

989-834-2661
110 N. Main St., Ovid

M-F 9:30-3:30pm; Sat. 9:30-12:30pm

(989) 251- 8531

PERU 
Competitive Rates

Quality Work

Now Scheduling Small Indoor Projects
Bathrooms • Flooring • Kitchens 

Landscaping 
& Handyman

Ray Peru

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a 

double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a 

circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People

Find What They’re Looking For!

BIGGER’S COMPLETE
FLOOR COVERING, INC.
100 North Delaney Rd.

Owosso, MI 48867
Carpet • Vinyl • Hardwood • Ceramic

Free Estimates
Terry Bigger • Owner

Ph. 989-729-1800 • Fax: 989-729-9000

2

Scharnweber
Well Drilling

517-651-2211
Family Owned Business
Serving the Laingsburg & Surrounding

Communities for Over 20 Years.

KEVIN’S BODY SHOP & TOWING
“YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP”“YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP”

Body Work • Auto Repair • Towing • Mufflers • Tires • Alignments
Brakes • Diagnostics • Tune Ups • Engine Work • Suspensions • Air
Conditioning • Lube & Oil • Performance & Stock Mufflers • Custom

Pipe Bending • Interstate Batteries • Rims • Courtesy Cars

(989) 862-5026
7575 N. Hollister Rd., Elsie

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5
After Hours By Appt.

MIDSTATE SALES AND SERVICE
Outdoor Power Equipment

3251 W. M-21
St. Johns, MI 48879
(989) 224-2711
(800) 582-8152
(989) 224-1781 Fax
email:mehney@frontier.com

P O W E R   T O O L S

www.midstatesalesandservice.com

Advertise Your
Business Here

only$22
per week!

For More Info:
989-834-2264

MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS

NOTICE OF SALE

St. Johns MIni Storage will offer

for public sale after January 2,

2022 for the furniture, clothing and

miscellaneous items seized for

non-payment of rent formerly

belonging to:

Rebecca or Jonathan Deuel

John Sible

Trevor Gregory

Crystal Sadler

This sale will take place at 707

North Traver Street, St. Johns,

Michigan.  Please call for an 

appointment at (989) 224-4960.
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Stk 1517A

RESERVE AWD
ONLY 16,000 MILES

BOOK VALUE $49,750

Stk R025A

‘17 BUICK ENCLAVE AWD

Stk 1349C

V-6  LEATHER
BOOK VALUE $30,875

Stk 20078

Stk 20079

‘19 FORD FLEX LIMITED

Stk 20054A

AWD  TOW PKG
BOOK VALUE $38,525

‘18 GMC TERRAIN SLE

Stk 20110A

www.sigautogroup.com

‘20 FORD EXPLORER 

Stk 20091

4X4
BOOK VALUE $44,325

BUY NOW!
$35,995

BUY NOW!
$33,995

BUY NOW!
$34,995

BUY NOW!
$38,995

BUY NOW!
$25,795

BUY NOW!
$26,995

BUY NOW!
$20,495

PLUS TAX TITLE LIC DOC PROC FEE   PRICES GOOD FOR 7 DAYS

1960 E. MAIN ST., OWOSSO, MI

(989) 725-2888  ~  800-364-2868

‘19 LINCOLN NAUTILUS

BUY NOW!
$42,495

‘19 FORD F-150 SUPER CREW

4X4  SPORT PKG.
BOOK VALUE $47,500

‘18 FORD F-150 SUPER CREW

4X4  3.5L ECOBOOST
BOOK VALUE $42,255

BOOK VALUE $28,475

SELECTION • SAVINGS • SERVICE

‘18 FORD ESCAPE SE

OWOSSO

SIGNATURE
OWOSSO

SIGNATURE
OWOSSO

SAVE
$7,255!

SAVE
$11,505!

SAVE
$3,888!

SAVE
$8,230!

SAVE
$5,355!

SAVE
$3,530!

SAVE
$5,330!

SAVE
$2,680!

4WD  ONE OWNER
BOOK VALUE $25,850

Call SMG St. Johns to schedule an  
appointment today, 989.224.2338.

From stuffy noses to specialty services,  
look to SMG St. Johns. We are here for you! 
Monday-Friday | 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
New patients welcome.

Now offering 
same-day care with your physician.

Sparrow Medical Group  
St. Johns Primary Care

Sparrow Clinton Professional Building
901 S. Oakland St.,  St. Johns, MI

Sparrow.org/Clinton

Katie Ryan, M.D. 
Family Medicine

Gregory Holzhei, D.O. 
Family Medicine

Kay McLaughlin, D.O. 
Internal Medicine
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Happy Retirement Chief: Ovid City Council members, community residents, friends and
family attended an Open House in honor of retiring Police Chief Al Goodrich on Wednesday,
December 29, 2021 at City Hall. Al has served for over 40 years in policing the communities
of Elsie and Ovid. Pictured here are (left to right) Kim Williams, Eric Starn and Holly
Hubbard, Ovid City Council members along with Chief Goodrich and Bill Lasher, Mayor of
the City of Ovid.


