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Ovid-Elsie FFA Chapter Members Receive Multiple
State Recognitions

State Degrees- Wyatt Wilcox, Emma Fox, William Harris, Clarisse Fitzpatrick, Paula Olger, and Tori Maynard.

submitted by: Emma Fox

On March 9-11,
2022, the Ovid-Elsie
FFA traveled to the
campus of Michigan
State University for the
94th Michigan FFA
State Convention. The
FFA Chapter and its
members brought home
numerous awards.
Ovid-Elsie FFA is
proud of the hard work
by its members this past
year and that was
rewarded at the 94th
Michigan FFA State
Convention.

Ovid-Elsie FFA had
multiple members compete at the state level with all of them
receiving awards. Matthew Whitaker competed in the
Extemporaneous public speaking contest and received a silver
award, and 8th place overall. Cassidy Harris, Willow Evans,
with assistant Harris Evans competed in the Demonstration
contest with their demonstration entitled Fine Swine, they
received a gold award and 3rd place in the State.

Ovid- Elsie FFA had
a State Winning
Leadership Team in the
Junior High Conduct of
Meetings Contest. Team
members include
Meadow Evans,
Jeremiah Stewart, Jacob
Miller, Josh (JD) Miller,
Abigail Lehman,
Clarissa Baese, Danica
Bancroft, Nathan Brown,
and Robert Kebler. This
team was coached by
Leyna Miller.

The Crop
Management Team that
consists of Emma Fox,
Caleb Love, and Tori
Maynard got recognized as the State Runner-Up in the
Michigan FFA Crop Management Challenge Soybean
Division and was presented this award from representatives of
Michigan Agro-Expo.

Silver State Degree- Emma Fox,
and Clarisse Fitzpatrick.

Demo - Willow Evans, Harris
Evans, and Cassidy Harris.

Clarisse Fitzpatrick,
Emma Fox, William
Harris, Tori Maynard,
Paula Olger and Wyatt
Wilcox received the
highest honor given by
the Michigan FFA
Association, the State
FFA Degree. Seniors
Clarisse Fitspartick, and
Emma Fox were recog-
nized for superior lead-
ership skills and FFA
involvement with Silver
State Degrees. Ovid-
Elsie FFA is proud of
these seniors and grate- 5,
ful for all they do for
our chapter..

Ovid-Elsie FFA had members receive the Outstanding
Junior Award for meeting the requirements set by the
Michigan FFA Association.
Those members include: Dustin
Anderson, Kya Kurka, and
Perrien Rasch.

Ovid-Elsie  FFA members
received recognition for their
high academic achievement.
Juniors receive silver and seniors
receive gold level status. Kya
Kurka and Perrien Rasch
received a Silver level award.
Clarisse Fitzpatrick, Emma Fox,
and Tori Maynard were honored
with the Gold award for academ-
ic excellence.

Emma Fox, Tori Maynard,
and Paula Olger were chosen to
represent the Ovid-Elsie FFA
Chapter as a delegate to the State
FFA Association. Both members traveled to the Michigan
Capitol in Lansing with other FFA members from across the
State to meet with Michigan legislators.

The chapter is very proud of all of the accomplishments of
its members.

Outstanding Junior- Dustin
derson,and Perrien Rasch.

Extemp-
Matthew Whitaker.

See pages 8-14 for our Annual Farm Section

Easter Egg Hunt

Mark your calendars now for the return of the Ovid
Healthcare Centers Easter Egg Hunt to be held on Saturday,
April 9th at 11am. Kids ages toddler-6th grade are invited to
take part. The Easter Bunny will be on hand to greet kids prizes
will be given out. Bring your own Basket to collect the candy
filled eggs. For more information call Jill at 989-834-2228

Ovid Healthcare could use your help by donating candy or
cash donations to help with the cost of filling the hundreds of
eggs filled for kids to find. Donations can be dropped off at the
front desk at Ovid Healthcare located at 9480 M-21 in Ovid by
Friday, April 1st.

Front Row (Left to Righ)t: President Logan Drummond
and Reporter Leslie Bockheim. Back (Left to Right) Vice
President Bailey Crocker, Sentinel Dillan Beebe, and
Treasurer Gavin Malek.

Ashley FFA

submitted by Amber McAllister

The Ashley FFA received three awards while attending the
State Convention in Lansing. These awards included: National
Chapter - Silver Ranking, Superior Chapter, and 3rd Place in
the Farm Bureau #SpeakAg Competition.
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THIS SATURDAY!
Areas Largest
Indoor Flea Market.
Saturday, March
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Reading Month: Adventures at ~ Habitat For Humanity Auction
the Elsie Public Library submitted by Dawn Parker

' g - ST. JOHNS — Want to help a good cause while possibly scoring an experience or a gift for
submitted by Ann Trierweiler

/ € . _yourself?
Just @ Reminder...March is Reading Month! The Elsie If you do, then toggle over (and yes, | said toggle) to Clinton-Gratiot Habitat for Humanity’s
Public Library has been presenting many fun activities, which

L ¢ ) N (CGHFH) Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/HabitatClinton) to check out the items in
are designed to help get kids and adults excited to read. This

) L na g the organization’s latest online silent auction.
year’s theme is Dr. Seuss, and in-library programs are held at The auction will open on Thursday, May 19 with a Facebook Live event (time to be deter-

26th 9am-4pm
St. Charles
High School,
891 W. Walnut St.

(714) 376-2008

ELBA TOWNSHIP
GRATIOT COUNTY

Elba Township will hold its budget meeting on March 22,
2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall,
109 S. Oak St., in Ashley.

Madalin C. Morris
Township Clerk
989-847-2097

NOTICE LAINGSBURG AREA RESIDENTS
PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE INPUT ON RIVER
ACCESS GRANT APPLICATION

The City of Laingsburg will hold two public hearings to receive input on a
River Access Grant Application, the first on Monday, March 21, 2022 at 7pm
at the Laingsburg Planning Commission Meeting and the second will be
Monday, March 28, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. both will be held in the City Hall
Council Chambers, 114 N. Woodhull Street, Laingsburg, Michigan.

The Council is considering a Michigan National Resource Trust Fund,
MNRTF, Grant Application to help fund the development of a site located in
the 7000 block of Laingsburg Road, adjacent to the bridge, on the north side
of the Looking Glass River that will provide universal public access to the
Looking Glass River. Improvements to include an easy-to use ADA launch
system and access drive with parking areas. This area will be kept natural to
preserve current vegetation while offering an opportunity for public access to
the Looking Glass River.

The city would like to offer everyone an opportunity provide input on the
application. If you are interested in this matter and would like to discuss or
provide comment on the project, please attend the public meeting or send a
representative. Laingsburg City Hall is barrier free. Any person requiring spe-
cial assistance should call 517-651-5374 within 24 hours of the meeting.

Paula Willoughby
Clerk

Posted at City Hall & Website on March | I, 2022 Posted in the Argus Press
on March 13, 2022 Posted in the Meridian Weekly on March 20, 2022
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TAX

AND FINANCIAL SERVICES

Income Tax Service ¢ Electronic Filing
Offering Investments, Insurance
& Complete Range of Retirement Plans

Drop off hours will be 8 am to 5 pm
Other hours by appointment
Mailing address is P.O. Box 376, Ovid, M|l 48866

DANIEL BUKOVCIK

101 N. MAIN ST., OVID

Phone (989)834-2270
Fax (989)834-2279

\_ /

10:30 am on every Saturday in March.

There is also an in-library
St. Patrick’s Day contest,
which can be finished in a
matter of minutes. The contest
runs through the end of
March. There are great prizes
to win!!

Remember...we are now a
fine free library and all DVDs
are free to take out for a week,
with many new DVDs avail-
able (there are over 3,000
DVDs to choose from at this
time). To see all of the new
books and DVDs available for
you to use, please visit our
website at
https://www.elsiepublicli-
brary.org/ and click on the
library e-catalog.

So, don't miss out on all of
the great items, and fun activi-
ties available for anyone in
Clinton,  Shiawassee, or
Saginaw Counties, and Elba
Township-Gratiot County!

East Africa

Missionaries

at Fenmore
Baptist

Come join us on March
20th at 11:00 a.m. as East
Africa Missionary Kevin
Noles will be preaching and
present his mission work in
Uganda. This will be an
exciting glimpse into the
African way of life.

Fenmore Baptist is the lit-
tle brick church north of Elsie
at 7888 N. Hollister where
the word of God is taught.

mined) and close with another live event on Thursday, June 2. Bids will be accepted through the
Facebook page, via e-mail with your name, address and phone number to director@cghabitat.org

or by phone to (989) 227-1771

Featured auction items include a 10-foot sit-on kayak from KL Outdoors of Muskegon val-
ued at $400, an “Life Up North” package that includes a night’s stay in a Northern Michigan bed
and breakfast and a VIP tasting at L. Mawby Vineyards in Suttons Bay.

The auction is being held in conjunction with the “2022 No-Show Gala,” a virtual event
where CGHFH supporters will be encouraged to purchase “tickets” ($35 each) or sponsor a
“table” ($200) without the need to dress up or “get pretty” for a formal event.

All proceeds from the auction and the “gala” will help CGHFH pursue its core mission of
providing safe, decent and affordable housing for people in need, build accessibility ramps and
carry out critical home repairs designed to keep peoples in their homes longer.

For more information on what Habitat does and how you can request help, call (989) 227-

1771.

Last Chance This Year to Visit
a Family Heirloom Holiday
Village

by Karen Anderson, Free-lance writer

OWOSSO - As March wraps up winter like a Lion and the
cold snow melts away, the Mr. and Mrs. Harrand-Davis family
are spending 2 full weeks packing away their several thousand-
piece Holiday Christmas Village collection. If you would still
like to visit the display, they have opened their home for private
viewings until the end of March. Appointment only. No cost.

The collection includes rare antiques and collectable pieces.
Mrs. Dora Etta Sidwell Flury (1892 — 1967) acquired her first
piece which was a Flurry© Church original, a namesake of their
grandmother, over a hundred years ago. The Flury family
arrived at Ellis Island from Switzerland and settled in
Cooksville, Tennessee.

The family has continued to build the village to become a
proud showpiece coveted by many eclectic antique collectors.
“Last chance to experience this opportunity,” stated Davis...
“until next year, of course.” “We are proud to be the historian
and keepers of this family heirloom and excited to share it with
others as the village grows.”

The excitement of a charming look at the past will even stir
the imaginations of novice non-collectors. Everything you can
imagine in an old-fashioned village, including a town carnival

The Easter
Bunny is

Coming Soon

The annual City of St.
Johns Easter Egg Hunt will be
held on Saturday, April 16,
2022 - rain or shine — at the
St. Johns City Park.

The Easter Bunny will be
at the event for photo opportu-
nities. These activities will
take place in the pavilion
beginning at 12:30 p.m.

The City Police siren will
sound at 1:00 p.m. to start the
“organized mayhem.” of the
egg hunt. Only Kkids are
allowed in the Egg Patch. NO
ADULTS PLEASE.

There is one egg in each
age group that has a special
ticket in it to win an Easter
Basket filled with goodies, so
open your eggs while you are
there to claim your prize.

featuring authentic looking
carousels and a working mini-
ture popcorn popper can be
viewed by calling Becky at
989-472-7475 for an appoint-
ment.

Beauty and
Barbershop
Directory

Friday Fish

Every Fri

Serving 4:
2-Piece Cod
3-Piece Beer
Battered Cod

All Dinners include: Potato,
Applesauce, Cole Slaw, Roll & Dessert

M

March™ 25, April 1, 8 & 15.
Friday Night Fish Fry

Friday Night Fish Fry 4-7pm

Ifyou would fike to place your
ad in our directory, please
call us today at
(989) 834-2264

Frys Will Be

day Night

00-7:00pm

Dine In or
Take Out Avaiable

onday - Thursday 7am til 3pm
Friday 7am til 7pm

—
VISA
—

(989) 227-2233
111 W. Higham , St. Johns

Country Styles
Hair Studio

Hair Care!
Owner/Stylist Meri Smith
Manicurist/Stylist Erica Nichols
Appointments Suggested
989-862-5848
109 S. Ovid St. Elsie

Open 5 days M. & W. 9-8;
Th. 9-5; Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-1;
Closed Tues. & Sun.
Handicap Accessible

Corner Carousel

133 S. Main St. Ovid

Stylists: Patty Coleson, Colleen Pennell,
Grace Ruckle, Loni Plowman
Full line of Hair & Nail Care Products

Matrix, Paul Mitchell, Malibu, Redken, Biolage

Whirlpool Pedicure Spa

Tanning Facilities ¢ Tanning Lotions « Gift Certificates Available.
Call for an appt.

Mon.-Sat. 834-2587

S
Mastercard
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RESOLUTION NO. 2022-3-2
DECLARATION OF INTENT TO MAKE PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS.
REESTABLISHMENT OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT
AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

At a regular meeting of the Victor Township Board of Trustees held in the Township Hall,
6843 Alward Road, Laingsburg, Michigan on the 14th day of March, 2022.

PRESENT: J. Conklin, Willoughby, Townsend, Fickes and A. Conklin

ABSENT:  None
The following Preamble and Resolution were offered by A. Conklin and supported by Willoughby.

WHEREAS, Victor Township has received a petition represented to be from more than twenty percent (20%) of
the record owners of real property near Round Lake, requesting the eradication or control of the aquatic weeds and plants
in Round Lake, to be funded by special assessment; and

WHEREAS, Victor Township has received an estimate of the cost of a five (5) year weed eradication/control
program for Round Lake; and

WHEREAS, Victor Township deems it advisable to tentatively reestablish the special assessment district con-
sisting of the territory described in Exhibit A, located in Clinton County, Michigan, for the purpose of carrying over funds
from the special assessment district to continue the eradication or control of aquatic weeds and plants in Round Lake, and
a special assessment roll to defray the cost thereof pursuant to Act 188 of 1954, as amended (MCL 41.721 et seq)); and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to hold a public hearing in connection with said action;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The estimate of cost of a five (5) year weed eradication program for Round Lake shall be filed with the Township Clerk.
2. The Township tentatively intends to proceed with the petitioned improvement.

3. The reestablishment of the special assessment district consisting of the territory described in Exhibit A is hereby reestab-
lished for the purpose of, to include the carryover of any unexpended (surplus) funds from the existing special assessment
district, to defray the cost of eradicating or controlling the aquatic weeds and plants in Round Lake during the program
years 2022 through 2026, by assessment during the years 2022 through 2026.

4. That the Township Board shall hold a public hearing on any objections to the petition, the project, the cost estimates, the
approval of the carryover of any unexpended (surplus) funds from the existing special assessment district to the ROUND
LAKE AQUATIC MANAGEMENT SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 2022-01 and the proposed reestablished spe-
cial assessment district on April 11, 2022, at 7:00 pm at a meeting of the Township Board at the Victor Township Hall at the
Victor Township Hall, 6843 Alward Road, Laingshurg, Michigan; and

5. The Clerk shall cause a Notice of Public Hearing to consider and hear on any objections to the petition, the project, the
cost estimates, the approval of the carryover of any unexpended (surplus) funds from the existing special assessment dis-
trict to the ROUND LAKE AQUATIC MANAGEMENT SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 2022-01, to be published
twice in a newspaper of general circulation within the Township, the first publication to be not less than ten (10) days
before the date of said public hearing, at the Victor Township Hall, 6843 Alward Road, Laingsburg, Michigan.

6. The Clerk shall also provide notice of said hearing, by first class mail, to all owners of all parcels or parties in interest
concerning said property in the area described, as said persons shall appear on the last local tax roll, i.e., as established
after the last Board of Review with subsequent amendments, and said notice shall be mailed not less than ten (10) days
before the date of said hearing.

7.That all Resolutions and parts of Resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions of this Resolution be and the
same are hereby rescinded.

Upon a roll call vote, the following voted:

AYES: J. Conklin, Willoughby, Townsend, Fickes and A. Conklin. NAYES: None, ABSENT: None

The Supervisor declared the motion carried and the Resolution duly adopted.

Amanda L Conklin, Clerk

Victor Township

Clinton County, Michigan

CERTIFICATE

I, Amanda Conklin, the duly appointed and acting Clerk of the Township of Victor, hereby certify that the foregoing consti-
tutes a true copy of an Excerpt of the Minutes of a regular meeting of the Victor Township Board, Clinton County, Michigan,
held on March 14, 2022, at which meeting four members were present as indicated in said minutes and voted as therein
set forth; that said meeting was held in accordance with the Open Meetings Act of the State of Michigan, and the foregoing
Excerpt contains all material pertinent to the ROUND LAKE AQUATIC MANAGEMENT SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DIS-
TRICT NO. 2022-01.

Amanda Conklin, Victor Township Clerk
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ST JOHNS K of C #3261

1108 N. US-27
2022 Fish Fry Schedule

No Advance Orders...Drive Thru Only
One Line from North Drive

4.00 pm to 6:30 pm Fridays
March 4th - April 8th TAKE OUT ONLY

Limited Take Out Items: $12 each
1. Fried Fish w/Steak Friesor
2. Baked Fish w/Baked Potato
(Sidesinclude: Green beans, coledaw,

applesauce, dinner roll)
0 Trans Fat Oil Used

traditional MRI
A more open experience

*MRI services do require a physician referral.

Sparrow

Carson Hospital

S
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LAFCU Welcomes Three New Employees

submitted by Jan Jenkins

LANSING, Mich. — LAFCU has welcomed three employees to the Michigan credit union.
They are Britney Weber, digital and graphic designer; Ahmed Issawi, IT manager; and Kyle

Anderson, security engineer.

As digital and graphic designer, Weber supports the LAFCU marketing department by pro-
viding visual concepts and images that help communicate the credit union’s products, services

and initiatives.

The Fowler native comes to LAFCU with more than five years’ expe-
rience in digital marketing, graphic design and social media, having
worked for several retail companies. She is a published photographer and
designer in several magazines.

Weber earned an associate degree in photographic technology at
Certeret Community College, Morehead City, North Carolina, and gradu-

ated with honors.

She helps coach the girls JV volleyball and varsity girls track teams at
her alma mater, Fowler High School.

IT Manager Issawi leads the information technology department with
responsibilities that include administration, policy, staff supervision, local
area network (LAN) functions, and compliance with regulatory security

e CV/delines.

Wide bore MRI" offers the high-level comfort patients desire
with the highest quality images physicians require.

Ideal for those with claustrophobia or wide shoulders
12 extra centimeters of spaces compared to

Most patients able to listen to music of their choice

Contact Central Scheduling at 1.800.554.1468

S

Sparrow

Clinton Hospital

Britney Weber

Most of his 16 years of experience in
IT was garnered at Michigan State
University, where he was most recently
IT manager for product services. He has
also worked for a telecommunications
company and has been a guest speaker at
several international IT conferences.

Issawi earned a master’s degree in
strategic communication with a specialty
in digital media and data analytics; a
bachelor’s degree in information and
technology management; and a certifica-
tion in business systems focused on busi-
ness information systems — all at MSU.
He also holds additional certifications in diversity, equity and
inclusion, support center, desktop support, and ITL 2.0 and 3.0.

The Mason resident is an officer of
the Great Lakes chapter of Information
Technology Senior Management Forum
(ITSMF) and is a volunteer youth soccer
coach in the Lansing area.

Anderson as security engineer works
to guard the credit union’s systems and
software against all types of cybercrime,
including hacking, malware, ran-
somware and insider threats.

He has more than 10 years of experi-
ence in IT. He worked about three years
for an insurance company, first as net-
work systems administrator then as GRC
(governance, risk and compliance) analyst. For more than
seven years, he was in the U.S. Navy, last serving as informa-
tion systems technician lead petty officer.

Anderson earned a bachelor’s degree in information tech-
nology with a minor in network technology: Cisco at Capella
University, Minneapolis, Minnesota, and an associate degree in
computer science at Troy University, Troy, Alabama. The East
Lansing resident also holds a Cisco certification in networking
essentials and has completed multiple IT training courses while
in the Navy.

Ahmed Issawi

Kyle Anderson

R & M Rental

Canopies: 10x20 - $65; 20x20 $85;
20x30 - $95; 20x40 - $110

Tables 32'x8’ - $5, Round Tables - $9, Plastic Chairs 60¢,
Outdoor Sign $10, Ice Trays $10,
Drink Coolers $10, Roasters $10.

RENTAL AGENT, ROGER DERSHEM
3701 N. DEWITT ROAD

(989) 224-4072 - (989) 227-2233 - (989) 640-1313

State Gas Tax
Relief for
Residents

submitted by Christina
Doerr

State Rep. Ben Frederick
and the Michigan House on
Wednesday approved a plan to
suspend the state’s tax on
gasoline and diesel fuels to
provide immediate financial
relief to Michigan drivers.

Frederick, of Owosso, said
Michigan’s gas and diesel
taxes are among the highest in
the nation at 27 cents per gal-
lon. The plan approved
Wednesday removes the tax
for the next six months.

“With gas prices soaring,
families are facing a lot of
uncertainty as their budgets
get tighter and tighter,”
Frederick said. “By suspend-
ing the state gas tax, we pro-
vide direct relief to people
when they need it most.”

Under the plan approved
by the House, Michigan driv-
ers stand to save approximate-
ly $750 million between April
1 and Sept. 30, which is more
than they would save from a
pause in the smaller federal
fuel tax. Giving drivers a
break from both fuel taxes
would amount to 45-cents per
gallon savings.

The House also adopted a
resolution calling on the gov-
ernor and attorney general to
support energy independence,
including ending their opposi-
tion to the Great Lakes tunnel
project.

A recent study by the
Consumers Energy Alliance
shows just how critical Line 5
is to Michigan’s energy inde-
pendence. If the pipeline were
shut down, Michigan families
and businesses would spend at
least $1.8 billion a year more
on gasoline and diesel and
more than 6,500 Michigan
jobs would be in jeopardy.

“As fuel prices climb
higher and higher, I shudder to
think about the devastating
effect shutting down Line 5
would have on Michigan fam-
ilies if the governor got her
way,” Frederick said. “We
must continue to move for-
ward with the tunnel project
and encourage the safe opera-
tion of Line 5.”

House Bill 5570 now
advances to the Senate, where
a vote is planned next week to
send the measure to the gover-
nor’s desk.
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Religious
Thoughts

by Chris Hearn
www.letsmeetgod.com

Have you ever gone through a time in your life and you
wondered, “Lord, why?” “Lord, why me?”

Maybe you are going through such a situation in your life
right now. It could be the loss of a job or financial crisis.
Serious illness like cancer. Divorce. Death of a loved one.
Concern about inflation or the war in Ukraine.

And you think, “Lord, why? Why me? This doesn’t make
any sense! Am | being punished for something?”

If you're going through such a time, then | have some
encouraging news for you. While it's impossible for me to say
why you are going through a hard time right now, there are five
possible reasons why God lets such things happen to us:

1. We can receive God's comfort. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 says,
“Praise be to the God

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compas-
sion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves receive from God.”

Notice the words- ALL comfort. ALL our troubles. ANY
trouble. God is the God of all comfort. Not the God of some
comfort or just a little bit of comfort, but of all comfort. He
comforts us in all of our troubles. Not in some of our troubles,
but not others, but in all our troubles.

2. We can comfort others. As verse 4 above says, “...we can
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves
receive from God.”

There is nothing quite as powerful as a true, “I’ve been
there” testimony. When you can come alongside someone and
honestly say, “Need help kicking the habit? I’ve been there. Let
me help you.”

“Struggling with the pain and loss of a miscarriage? Let me
tell you a little secret- so am I. Let’s talk.”

3. We can be there for someone. Even if we haven’t experi-
enced the problem that the person whom you know is going
through, we can still help.

We can lend a listening ear. Spend time with someone. Help
out with a home project or buy groceries or make a meal.

4. We can share Christ with those who don't know Him. All
people have problems in this life. The atheist has problems. The
Muslim. The seeker. The Buddhist. Everyone has problems and
most everyone goes through a crisis or through the mill now
and then.

From our bad experiences, we can share those with others
who are going through trials and point them to Christ.

5. We can rely more on God. 2 Corinthians 1:8b-9 says,
“We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to
endure, so that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt we
had received the sentence of death. But this happened that we
might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead.

Getting knocked down by life is one way that God can
shake us out of our prideful self-reliance and help us turn to
Him. When we have nothing else to rely on for help, God wants
for us to turn to Him so He can help us.

Jesus knew temptation. Jesus knew pain, heartache and
struggle. Rejection. Poverty. The death of a loved one in both
His dad and John the Baptist. Yet Jesus never sinned. He was
always faithful to the Lord. Knowing this, what is our response
when we need help? We can turn to Jesus and ask for help. We
can turn to Jesus when we are struggling or hurting.

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are- yet he did not sin. 16 Let
us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of
need.” - Hebrews 4:15-16

Looking for Classmates

The OE Class of 1972 will be celebrating their 50th class
reunion on September 24th and are looking to locate the fol-
lowing classmates: Starlet Mitchell, Lola Hobbs and Rita
Justice. Anyone with information as to their whereabouts
please email Dave Wyrick at dwyrick@msu.edu.

PHONE (989) 834-2264 - e-mail news@meridianweekly.com

Greater
Laingsburg

Recyclers

LAINGSBURG — The
Greater Laingsburg
Community Recycling Center
will be open from 4 to 7 p.m.
Tuesday, 9 a.m. 1 p.m. March
26 and 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. March
29.

Materials accepted
include:  Newspaper and
phone books; tin and scrap
metal; aluminum (separate);
corrugated cardboard (include
brown paper bags here);
boxboard; mixed office paper
and junk mail; magazines;
books; No. 1 plastics, clear
and transparent green or blue
only (bottles and jars — no
clamshells, takeout, berries
and salad containers); No. 2
plastics (milk jugs/cloudy sep-
arated from solid color con-
tainers); No. 5 “tub” plastics
(yogurt, sour cream, etc.);
household batteries (separate
into regular, rechargeable,
lithium and button); glass bot-
tles and jars (all colors); elec-
tronics ($5 fee for flat
screens); empty inkjets from
Canon, Brother and HP; and
dental care products (tooth-
brushes, spent toothpaste
tubes, floss containers).

GLR doesn’t accept plas-
tic bags or polystyrene/styro-
foam; the latter is accepted at
the St. Johns Lions, Meridian
Township and East Lansing
sites. Meijer, Kroger and
Walmart also take bags.

For more information,
call (517) 651-2005, or (517)
651-6437.

PAGE 5

Irene

Happy 95th
Birthday
On March 31st

Medina

* 45 Acre Lake & Huge Clean Beach

* Large Lots * Picnic Tables & Fire Pits
FULL HOOK-UPS WITH 11 « 30 * 50 AMP

to her

Cards may be sent

at 217 W. Clinton
Ovid, MI 48866

Looking to Buy or Sell? Give Me a Call!

“ Affiliated”

CAROLYN LONG
REALTOR®

Cell: 989.277.4826

Direct: 989.403.5004

Email: carolyn.long@century21.com
1501 Glastonbury

Saint Johns, M| 48879

ey

Aski.ev Pre-School Registration
For 2022-2023 School Year

‘.tmv
\

Play,

Sy ‘Learn

and

?ﬁ 7 Grow...

T gether

Tuesday, March 22, 2022

6 p.m.

Ashley School Media Center

Questions?

Call the School at (989) 847-4000 Ext. 103

Documentation Needed: Child’s Original Birth Certificate

- Proof of Residency -

Shot Record/Health Appraisal

WE BUY CARS!

WWE PAY MORE AND PAY YOU ON THE SPOT TODAY FOR ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS, ANY CONDITION!
PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL, POLITE AND WE PAY THE MOST FOR YOUR CAR

FAST [CONENENT] SAFE

- 30 MINUTES
OR LESS

+ NO HASSLE

+ WE HANDLE
LOAN PAYOFF

+ GET PAID NOW!

* NO WASTING TIME
WITH TIRE KICKERS

* WE TAKE CARE OF

THE TITLE
TRANSFER

* NO PURCHASE

NECESSARY

*LOCAL

* PROFESSIONAL

* NO PRESSURE
ENVIRONMENT

* NO STRANGERS
AT YOUR HOME

* NO BUYERS REMORSE
* REPUTABLE

#

t

PAID ON THE SPOT!

WALK-INS WELCOME « OR CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

1108 EAST MAIN STREET - OWOSSO, MI 48867

989-725-2184

“We want

vehicle
today!”

SHIAWASSEE
COUNTY’S

AUTOMOTIVE
BUYER

o buy
your

Touy Yoy
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“I will hold you in my heart until I can hold you again in
heaven.”” — Anonymous

SPRING SPECIAL

We also do custom engraving!
Locally Owned & Operated

511 E. Broad St., Chesaning
(989) 323-2323

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Advertise In Our
Church Directory!

Middlebury United

Methodist Church
8100 W. Hibbard Rd., Ovid
989-834-2573
Minister: Rev. Terry Melton

Worship Service
10:30 a.m.

FENMORE BAPTIST
7888 N. Hollister Rd.
Elsie

Sun. A.M. Worship
11am

Call
(989) 834-2264

FAITH FELLOWSHIP

BIBLE CHURCH
Corner of Price & Chandler, St. Johns
Pastor: John Jakus
Sunday School: 9:00am
Worship Service 10:00am
517-651-6210

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

163 W. Main St., Elsie
Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.

Watch Sunday Service on

YouTube at elsiebaptist

Pastor Phillip Rogers

Bannister United
Methodist Church
103 Hanvey Street
Pastor: Zella Daniel
Sunday Worship 11:15am

Duplain
Church of Christ

5565 E. Colony Rd.

(3mi. W. of O-EH.S.)
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Worship Service
11:00am
Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
Senior Minister: Andrew Goodrich
Associate Minister:Matthew Barnum
Children’s Minister: Jessica Prieto
www.duplainchurch.org

ELSIE UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
160 W, Main St Eli (989) 862-5239

Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Pastor: JD Paik

United Church of Ovid

Office Hours: 9-1 Mon - Tue - Wed
9-Noon Thur + Closed Fri

Sundays am: 10:45 - Hymnsing
1100 - Worship
131 West Front Street
Ovid, MI 48866 ¢ (989) 834-5958
www.unitedchurchofovid.org
or on Facebook
Pastor Eugene Blair

LAINGSBURG
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
210 CRUM ST.
517-651-5531
Worship:

Sundays at 10am.

In Person, Facebook or Youtube
Pastor Tiffany Newsom
laingsburgumc@gmail.com
www.laingsburgumc.org

St. Cyril Parish
of Bannister

Mass: Sun 10:30am,
Wed. 9:00am

Confession:
Sun 11:30am

We Welcome You to Come...

Chester Lafie “Chet” Lockwood

Chester Lafie "Chet" Lockwood, 77, of Perrinton, MI, passed
away Tuesday, March 8, 2022, while working at the family cabin
in Northern Michigan.

Chester was born in St. Johns, Michigan on November 29,

1944, the son of Lafie and Eleanor (McDiarmid) Lockwood. He
graduated from Ashley High School with the class of 1963 and
earned a Bachelors in Sociology from University of Michigan.
Chet proudly served his country in the United States Marine
Corp.

On June 29, 1968, Chet married Linda Susan Teets in
Owosso, MI. They were blessed with 53 years of marriage.

Chet was very devoted to his family, especially his wife, son,
and grandkids. He was always a faithful supporter of his grand-
kids' sporting events. He wanted to continue his legacy by helping
build the family cabin in Northern Michigan to pass on his love
of hunting, cutting wood, boating and time outdoors to his family.

Chet's favorite hobby was "helping the Michigan Lottery Commission fix the roads" by
faithfully playing KENO with friends.

Chet coached Little League Baseball and proudly bragged of his team winning the league
championship every season that he coached. He was an Inspector for the Department of
Corrections for 28 years prior to his retirement in 1996. In 1992, he and Linda moved to
Rainbow Lake and loved offering his property for his family and friends to enjoy.

Chet is survived by his wife Linda, son Randall (Christine)Lockwood of Sunfield, grand-
daughter Madison Lockwood, and grandson Caden Lockwood. He is also survived by 2 sisters:
Janis LaVonne (Kelvin) Price and Pamela (Timothy) McKinley; and many nieces and nephews.

Chet was preceded in death by his mother Eleanor Gallant, father Lafie Lockwood, brother
Thomas Lockwood, sister Darlene Lockwood, sister-in-law Sharon (Larry) Crim and niece
Tracey Thayer.

Funeral Services were held at Smith Family Funeral Homes, Elsie, MI, on Monday, March
14, 2022, with Pastor Mona Kindel officiating. Burial followed at Ford Cemetery.

Online condolences may be made at www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is
being served by Smith Family Funeral Homes, Elsie, Michigan.

Robert Michael “Bobby” Toth

Robert Michael "Bobby" Toth, age 34, of New Haven, MI,
formerly of Ovid passed away Monday, March 14, 2022, at his
home.

Robert was born in St. Johns, Michigan on March 30, 1987,

the son of David Alan Toth and Dawn A. (Morley)
Rademacher. Bobby enjoyed kayaking, fishing, grilling with
family and friends and spending time outdoors. His children
held a special place in his heart and he loved time spent with
them.

He is survived by his children: Chandler Toth and Dahlila
Toth; his parents: David Toth, Jr., and Dawn and Greg
Rademacher; step-mother Barbara Toth; his siblings: Alisha
and Eric Peters, Justin Toth, Brent Halfman, Jordon and
Chelsie Halfman, Craig Rademacher and Kari Johnson, and
Corey Rademacher and Nina Harris; his significant other
Katrina Kinney and her daughters: Tracie Kinney, Alexandria
West, Kaitlyn Vincent, and Madilyn Vincent. He is also survived by grandmothers: Phyllis West,
and Carolyn Rademacher; great-grandmother Denise Wilson; and many nieces, nephews, aunts,
uncles, and cousins. He was preceded in death by his brother David A. "Davey" Toth IlI; his
grandparents: Jean Toth, David Alan Toth Sr., Richard Morley, Ed Rademacher and Willis West;
great-grandparents: Roy Wilson, Peggy Green, and Beatrice Wilson; and uncles: Tim Toth and
Matt West.

Funeral Services were held at Duplain Church of Christ, St. Johns, Ml, on Friday, March 18,
2022, with Pastor Andy Goodrich officiating. Burial has taken place at South Ovid Cemetery,
Ovid, MlI.

Memorials may be made to the wishes of his family. Online condolences can be sent to
www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is being served by Smith Family Funeral
Homes - Houghton Chapel, Ovid, Michigan.
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Faith
Focus

by Phil Hopersberger
Graham Community Church

“But God”

“And without faith it is impossible to please God, for he
who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a
rewarder of those who seek Him (Hebrews 11:6).”

“Men to the left, women to the right. Men to the left,
women to the right.”

Indifference. That was the blasé tone of the Nazi com-
mands to the Jews at the Auschwitz train depot. Hate implies
some emotion exists, but indifference has no feeling at all.

Indifference also typifies our view of God. If we’re honest,
we don’t care if He’s real. You may contest that, but a true lit-
mus test of what you love is your expenditure of time and
money (Matthew 6:21). If He’s real, the greatest Being ever,
and loves you, then it’s stupefying that we ignore Him; but then
again, a corpse is pretty hard to impress.

The Bible says that’s because we’re dead, a spiritual corpse,
a dead soul, which explains our lackadaisical God attitude. Sin
killed it and us. “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins
(Ephesians 2:1).” A disinterest in seeking God confirms this
truth, “no one seeks God (Romans 3:11).” Deep down, we
don’t trust Him to have our best interests at heart, so we dismiss
Him. But God, thankfully, cared, and loved us anyway.

God puts a supreme value on trust, what the Bible calls
Faith, the “conviction of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1).” He
gave us a wake up-nudge when He became a man, and Jesus
reaffirmed faith’s importance, asking us to believe that He and
the Father were one and the same. So why does a loving God
put a premium on trust and faith?

Trust is the core of a relationship. It implies a dependency;,
and in this case that He knows better than we do, “a rewarder of
those who seek Him.” As a father, | want my child’s trust when
I tell them to do something, or to avoid something dangerous,
to believe that I instruct them out of love. To question me is
heartbreaking. To ignore me is even worse, but if | love them
then I must let them choose to obey me, and to trust me.

So it is with our Heavenly Father who says sin separates us
from Him (Isaiah 59:2). Our indifference confirms it; we don’t
believe Him. But God, despite our hurtful attitude, not only
said He loves us, He demonstrated it when He died for our sins.
He came after us, even though we didn’t care (Luke 19:10).
Jesus knew that, and He still came. When God “butted in,” it
meant His Son would die, for you, and yet most of us still
ignore Him.

Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates His own love for
us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” And
Ephesians 2:4-5, “But God being rich in mercy, because of the
great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ.” But God —
two words to change your life’s direction, if you trust Him, “a
rewarder of those who seek Him.” Or just stay indifferent, as
His love allows you to choose to do. “Men to the left. Women
to the right.”

Have a Question
for Andy?

Submit them to:
ask_andy@aol.com

ol
FHeecley

You can also mail or drop questions
off to: Meridian Weekly

P.O. Box 11, Ovid, M1 48866

Funeral Flowers

Dear Andy,

My great aunt recently passed away. Our family sent flow-
ers which cost $80.00. We had four siblings to divide the
amount but that still seems like a lot of money, considering
there was plenty of flowers and plants from her church friends
and her immediate family at the funeral. | felt obligated when
my out-of-state sister suggested we send a plant or flowers.
What do you think is the appropriate thing to do?

And now how do I politely collect the money | fronted for
the purchase of the flowers? They were beautiful and every-
one was pleased with the thoughtful gesture from our family. |
was the only one who was able to attend, so | took a picture of
the flowers and sent them to my other siblings via cell phone. It
has been several weeks, and no one has reimbursed me.
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Editorial

Baffled Bro

Dear Baffled Bro,

Condolences on your loss of an obviously special family
member. This is a subject matter that should be talked about at
a time when you are not under pressure to feel “obligated.”
The next time you are together or sooner...set up a group tele-
phone call to discuss the matter. Decide with your siblings
how you want to handle those kinds of situations to avoid con-
flict or hard feelings. It is likely there will be more situations
where you will want to do something special at the loss of a
loved one, or a special occasion such as a wedding, a baby
shower or a graduation.

Twenty dollars times four is an affordable amount for most
people....but unless you know for certain, it would be impolite
to insist on each of them sending you money. Try a friendly
reminder...it is possible they forgot.

Your attendance at the funeral and a gentle hug is the best
thing to do. If you cannot make the visitation or funeral
because you are out of state, a plant or flower arrangements are
appropriate and nice. Another less expensive idea is to give a
garden stone, often with a comforting message etched into the
stone or a framed keepsake picture with a sentimental verse. It
is not the amount of money you spend. It is the thoughtfulness
you give.

Many people make a donation, in the name of your loved
one, or just send a sympathy card. A charity or monetary con-
tribution to a charity will often be suggested in the obituary or
funeral home posting. Funerals, weddings, mile-stone birth-
days and anniversaries, and baby showers are typically not
low- budget events. Gifts from a group are more affordable
when you go in together, but not always possible financially.

My #1 advice: when you have the opportunity, bring a
plant or bouquet of flowers to your loved ones while they are
still living. That will always be appreciated and remembered.

Thank you for sharing your concerns. It is something we
all think about when the event occurs but do not always have a
pre-planned agreement. Ask_andy@aol.com or askandyforad-
vice@gmail.com. Andy

P.S. Mail the memory card from the funeral or church pro-
gram to those who cannot attend as a thoughtful gesture or as
a reminder your sibs owe Money? If you don’t get reimbursed,
let it go. It’s not worth the upset. Ask someone else to pay the
next time. Sometimes you have to take turns with your sibs or
friends.

The Weekly
Sportsman

by Dan McMaster
theweeklysportsman@meridianweekly.com

Brenke Fish Ladder

Fish ladders, sometimes called fishways, are constructed
near dams and allow migrating adult fish to go upstream to
spawn. Often simple in design, they are small stepped pools
that allow fish to easily jump from pool to pool in ascending
height to bypass a dam or other obstruction in a river. There are
a couple of these ladders along the Grand River as it stretches
from Lake Michigan to the dam at Moore Park (184 miles) in
Lansing. The Grand River’s Brenke Fish Ladder, built in 1981
and located in Lansing’s Old Town, is clearly one of the most
aesthetically pleasing fish ladders in all of Michigan. Year
round the Brenke, along with adjoining Burchard Park, is a
place to visit and spend some quality down time. Within less
than a two minute walk there are several wonderful places to
grab some grub and enjoy an outdoor meal in the park.

Breakfast burritos from Pablos and bbg from MEAT just
can't be beat. Expect to see salmon in the fall, steelhead from
fall through spring, and walleye in early spring.

If you want to see the annual walleye migration now is the
time to visit this location. Don't plan on fishing for walleye
right now as the season closed on March 15th and doesn't
reopen until April 24th. An acquaintance of the Weekly
Sportsman, James J. from Lansing, was fishing just down-
stream from the ladder on Monday the 14th and caught a 22
inch male walleye making its way upstream. He used an Eagle
Claw % oz ball head jig fitted with a Zoom swimmin super
fluke jr. colored in white ice. The bottom of the river is quite
rocky so James favors picking a medium current and bouncing
the lure off the bottom rocks. -WS

CITY OF OVID
SYNOPSIS
REGULAR MEETING
March 14, 2022

The Full set of the Minutes for the Public Hearing & Regular meeting may be
viewed or acquired at the Municipal Building located at 114 E. Front Street,
Ovid.
Mayor Pro-Ten Perrien opened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. and led the
pledge of allegiance.
ROLL CALL: Ordiway, Williams, Hibbard, Starn, Brown and Perrien
ABSENT: Mr. Lasher.
EX OFFICIOS: Present: Ron Gwizdala — Chief of Police, Rich Simpson —
DPW Superintendent, Liza Kusnier- Treasurer and Josy Medina — Clerk.
VISITORS: Deb Price, Kam Washburn, Val Vail-Shirey and Chris Stewart.
Kam Washburn gave an update on what was happening at the County level
and he announced his retirement for this year. You can read the update in the
full set of minutes.
AGENDA: A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to
approve the agenda as printed.

MOTION CARRIED
MINUTES: Discussion was held. A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second
by Mr. Starn to approve the minutes of Regular meeting held on February 14,
2022 as corrected.

MOTION CARRIED
CHECK REGISTRY: A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr.
Williams to approve the check/invoice registry for checks in the period of
February 16th thru March 15, 2022.

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT: Val Vail-Shirey introduced herself as a candidate for
district 1. You can read about Mrs. Vail-Shirey in the full set of minutes.
TREASURER and POLICE: You can read the reports for the Treasurer,
Police in the full set of minutes.
DPW: Discussion was held. A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by
Miss Hibbard to roll over the remaining leave time for Rich Simpson at the
time of his anniversary.

MOTION CARRIED
A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Ordiway to accept the
Treasurer, Police & DPW reports as presented.

MOTION CARRIED
1. Amotion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Starn to authorize Mr.
Simpson to order the mosquito spray as requested.

MOTON CARRIED
2. Discussion was held. A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Miss
Hibbard to have ROWE inspect the two bridges.

MOTION CARRIED
3. Discussion was held. A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr.
Williams to partner with the MIDHHS on the Low-Income Household Water
Assistance Program and to authorize the Mayor Pro-Tem to sign.

MOTION CARRIED
4. Discussion was held. A motion was made by Brown, second by Miss
Hibbard to accept the proposal from Day Starr to update the city’s phone sys-
tem and New Look to do the work for the ethernet and to authorize the Mayor
Pro-Tem to sign the agreement to do this change.

MOTION CARRIED
FINANCE: A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Starn change
the language in the personnel policy in section 8.5 and then to accept the two
new job descriptions and the pay scales for the DPW Seasonal and DPW
Full Part-Time employees as presented and to accept the mileage reimburse-
ment rate of .58 per mile and to accept the increase on the Election
Inspectors pay rate as discussed. Roll call was taken as follows: YEAS: Mr.
Ordiway, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Williams, Mr. Starn and Mr. Brown. NAYS:
None. ABSENT: Mr. Lasher & ABSTAIN: Ms. Perrien.

MOTION CARRIED
Discussion was held on the new patrol vehicle. A motion was made by Mr.
Williams, second by Mr. Brown to authorize the Chief of Police to purchase
the new patrol vehicle when it becomes available.

MOTION CARRIED
PARK & REC./HALLS & GROUNDS: A motion was made by Brown, second
by Miss Hibbard to spend up to $2,500 for equipment for Ackley & Little
League fields and purchased by the city.

MOTION CARRIED
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mr. Chris Stewart introduced himself as a candidate
for the State Representative in District 75. You can read about Mr. Stewart in
the full set of minutes.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Miss
Hibbard to close the meeting at 8:37pm.

Josefina Medina, Clerk
City of Ovid




PAGE 8

March 20, 2022 - THE MERIDIAN WEEKLY - FAX (989) 834-2066 - PHONE (989) 834-2264 - e-mail news@meridianweekly.com

Wilcox Heritage Farm...An Organic Farm in Ovid

Kevin Wilcox pictured here at the Heritage Farm sign.

by Deb Price

Wilcox Heritage Farm is an organic farm located on South
Shepardsville Road in Ovid. Owner Kevin Wilcox farms 200
acres on the same land his parents Bob & Margie Wilcox
established in April of 1953 as a dairy and crop farm.

Kevin graduated from Ovid-Elsie in 1996 and went on to
Michigan State University where he earned his degree in
Dairy Technology. His first year in organic farming was in
2014. Three years previously, he worked to transition the
ground, readying it for the organic process. “My Dad did not
farm organically, my mentor was Rod Keiger, a neighboring

OVER 60,000 ACRES SOLD AT

AUCTION

Pavlik Auction & Real Estate is
an Auction Company and Real
Estate Office is based in Alma,
Michigan.

We're privileged to have had
the opportunity to achieve the
following:

1. An uninterrupted history of
conducting real estate auctions
for over forty (40) years with a
proven specialty focus of selling
farmland.

2. The sale of approximately
60,000 acres of land in Central
Michigan and the surrounding
regions.

3. Representation of market
leaders in banking, new business
development, legal services,
trust departments and countless individuals.

4. Atrack record of auctions that capture a selling price above Seller's expectation.

5. Complete protection for the Seller - if we don't realize a satisfactory price on the Seller's
real estate, they do not have to sell.
When the time is right for you to consider selling your farm,
put our experience to work for you!
Give PAVLIK a Call;
“Let’s talk it over about selling your farm AT AUCTION”

farm owner who grows organically,” explained Wilcox.
Organic farming is an agricultural system the uses fertilizers of
organic origin such as compost, manure and green manure
crops. It places emphasis on techniques such as crop rotation
and companion planting.

The small family farm raises organic and transitional crops
(corn, soybeans and wheat) pastured meat, fresh farm eggs and
straw. The crops are raised from non-GMO and organic seeds
and are never treated with any harmful chemicals. Kevin buys
his seeds locally from Michigan Livestock in Ovid and Quality
Ag Products in St Johns. Most of the crops are certified organ-
ic. The ones that are not are transitional, which means they are
grown the same way as organic crops, but not yet certified. To
grow organically, one must be passionate about the process.
According to Kevin, the hardest part of the process is weed
control. He uses three types of equipment to control weeds, a
cultivator, a rotary hoe and flame weeding system.

The meat products they raise are Large Black Hogs, a
docile heritage breed of swine originating in England. They
have a stellar reputation of mothering abilities which extends
to the boars as well who often tend to the young. “ I had a boar
named Boss, | compared him to that of a dog. He was very
friendly and loved getting attention, he especially loved having
his ears scratched. He was a great hog,” explained Wilcox. The
average litter is between 9-12 piglets. Typically the black hog
breed grows slower than other breeds. The outcome claims to
be is a more robust, flavorful meat. Heritage Farm also raises
pastured poultry. “Our animals are pastured and fed organic
and or non-GMO feed. They have never been treated with hor-
mones and we grind and mix our feed on site. | believe in giv-
ing our animals the best life possible before they are sent to be
processed,” said Wilcox. Their meat is processed by USDA
inspected processing plants. “We never sell anything that we
wouldn’t eat ourselves. We cook and test our meat products
before we sell to the public” explained Wilcox. They sell pork
by the whole or half by special order. You can purchase pork
by the piece or poultry directly from the farm with an appoint-
ment.

- ——
Spring Tractor &
Zero Turn
Tune-Up Special!

Save

*20

Right Now
20 Point Tune-Up

Only $:|.09

I Similiar Savings on Push Mower Tune-Ups

1 Ovid Qutdoor Power ¢

9055 M-21, Ovid

plus
parts

J Phone: . Pickup &
8345511 ovidoutdoorpower@gmail.com ADeI!}/egly
ee—— COUPON -

Heritage Farm also has a flour mill and sifter where he and
his wife Ruth make their own wheat flour. Ruth also has a food
wagon, she attends local events like the rodeo at Tom’s
Western and other events where she sells homemade waffles,
brats, syrups and jams. Catering is also offered for weddings
and other special events.

The couple share 6 children who also contribute to the fam-
ily farm business. The farm is located at 2305 S. Shepardsville
Road in Ovid. For more information or to make an appoint-
ment call 989-834-2387.

Kevin is pictured here with one of his Black Hog piglets.

Ovid Service Agency
Ovid = (989) 834-2288
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Spring Farm Section

Hay Production 101 is Back by
Popular Demand in 2022

by Kim Cassida, MSU Extention

Year after year, the market for good hay in Michigan out-
strips supply, leading to dependable prices for hay growers who
put in the time it takes to manage this demanding crop. Recent
market conditions let row crop growers see an opportunity to
add a legume rotation that provides its own nitrogen and a valu-
able hay crop that is in demand. Dairy, beef, sheep, goat pro-
ducers and horse owners may want to grow their own forage so
they have better control over supply and nutritional quality.
However, hay is a challenging crop that is not for everyone. As
with any other agricultural enterprise, there are many things to
learn.

Michigan State University Extension is once again holding
Hay Production 101, a short course to help farmers interested in
learning how to grow hay. The main objective of our team of
MSU Extension specialists and educators is to assist newcom-
ers to the world of hay, but there is value here also for those
looking to improve an existing hay operation. Management rec-
ommendations will focus on the Great Lakes region.

This is an online course taught as six sessions using Zoom
every Tuesday and Thursday evening from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
beginning March 22, 2022. Sessions may be attended in real
time and will also be recorded for future viewing by registrants.
There will be plenty of opportunities to ask questions and inter-
act with instructors in each live session.

Topics covered will include: Economics and marketing,
What to grow: species and varieties, Fertility and soil manage-
ment, Hayfield establishment and renovation, Pest manage-
ment: weeds, insects and disease , Harvest management: all the
steps from timing the harvest to post-harvest processing and
storage Pre-registration is required in order to receive the ses-
sion link.

For more information about the course, contact Kim
Cassida at cassida@msu.edu.

This article was published by Michigan State University

Extension. For more information, visit
https://extension.msu.edu. To have a digest of information
delivered straight to your email inbox, visit

https://extension.msu.edu/newsletters. To contact an expert in
your area, visit https://extension.msu.edu/experts, or call 888-
MSUE4MI (888-678-3464).

KEVES

ouncrnele

Stamped Concrete
Decorative Concrete

Driveways - Sidewalks - Floors
Stamped, Colored or Decorative Concrete

Concrete at a Reasonable Price

Serving Owosso Area
989-413-0954

Funding for Global Youth Service Day Volunteer Projects

submitted by Jason Alexander

LANSING, Mich. — The Michigan Community Service Commission, in partnership with Youth Service America, is pleased
to announce the availability of volunteer project funding to Michigan organizations that engage youth for Global Youth Service
Day, April 29-May 1.

Grants range from $100 to $1,000, depending on the number of youth volunteers engaged, with applications reviewed based
on their demonstrated effort to engage youth in the development and implementation of the Global Youth Service Day projects.
Preference will be given to volunteer projects that address environmental issues, climate change and equity and justice, but proj-
ects may address any community need.

“We are proud to support organizations that will lift up youth and help them learn the power of volunteerism,” said Michigan
Community Service Commission Executive Director Ginna Holmes. “We encourage everyone to help youth serve during the
month of April.”

Last year, the Michigan Community Service Commission funded 58 projects, engaging nearly 5,000 youth volunteers.

The application deadline is March 18. For more information and to apply, visit: https://www.research.net/r/2022GYSD.

BLE TOO LS
B DONE

COMMERCIAL TRUCKS

2100 Old U.S. 27 « St. Johns, M| 48879
517-948-0304

youngchevystjohns.com
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Ag Outlook Still Strong but Concern Growing Among
Ag Bankers

by Andy Eubank

The agricultural economic outlook for 2022 remains solid. Cortney Cowley is a senior economist with the Federal Reserve
Bank of Kansas City. She says while things look good on the surface, there will be things to watch out for this year.

“Very strong conditions overall, but, on the other hand, a sharp increase in production costs is weighing on expectations for
2022,” Cowley says. “And so, on the surface, everything looks really good, very strong. There could be, you know, little drip and
the agricultural economy in the form of input cost that can start adding pressure moving forward. And so, ag credit conditions
are strong and have been supported by high commodity prices and strong demand for U.S. Ag products, both domestically and

internationally.”
She says rural bankers are concerned about risks this year.
Cowley calls the current agricultural outlook for 2022 a paradox.

DEWEY’S TRADING POST
104 S. Maple Ave., Maple Rapids « 989-682-4158

Monday-Saturday: 8am-7pm, Closed Sunday
WIC « Bridge Card * Visa » MasterCard * Discover « American Express
Debit Card & Chamber Bucks Gift Certificates

Variety of Frozen Fish
Homemade Smoked Sausages
Boneless & Breaded Pork
USDA Choice Steak
Fresh Ground Hamburger

Deli Meats & Cheese
Call us for specific bundle contents.

Please Order Meat Bundles 24 Hours
in Advance

Bulk Dry Goods

German Bologna

Fresh, Frozen
Meat Bundles

Meat Bundles consist of Chicken,
Beef, Pork, Hot Dogs
35#, 40#, 45#, 50#, 55#

MID-MICHIGAN LIME & GYPSUM

FOR LAND SAKES - LIME IT

We can't solve problems by using the same Kind
of thinking we used when we created them!

Products Available
* Gypsum « Beet Lime ¢ Dolomite Lime « Poultry Fertilizer
* Municipal Waste Spreading « Total Custom Spreading
* Pen Packed Manure Spreading
« All Spreaders GPS Bar Equipped For Accuracy

Greg DeMott
583 W. Roosevelt Road, Ashley, MI 43306
Bus. 989-838-4103 Fx 989-838-2260 Cell 517-204-3013

Michigan Potato Growers
Unanimously Approve
Continuation Referendum

submitted by Jennifer Holton

LANSING, MI -
Michigan’s  potato
growers have

approved a referen-
dum to continue the
Michigan Potato
I ndustry
Commission.

The  Michigan
Potato Industry

“It’s very interesting to see
the juxtaposition or paradox of
really strong conditions but

Commission  was

designed to promote the potato industry through research, pro-
motion, advertising, and market development and expansion.
By law, the program must be renewed every five years.

The Commission will continue for an additional five years
beginning July 1, 2022 and ending June 30, 2027. Currently, the
grower assessment is 4 %2 cents, not to exceed 5 % cents, per
hundredweight and 1 % cents for the first handler (shipper). The
assessment rate is established annually by the Commission.

A total of 15 ballots were cast in the referendum. Of the 15
ballots received to vote for the continuation of the Michigan
Potato Industry Commission, all fifteen producers voted yes
(100 percent) representing
7,740,900 hundredweight (100
percent), a unanimous decision.

For renewal of the program
and its activities, more than 50
percent of the voting produc-
ers, representing more than 50
percent of hundredweight pro-
duced by those voting, must
have approved it.

For more information, visit
https://www.mipotato.com/.

also concerns about inflation,
higher input costs, so, farm bal-
ance sheets are strong. There’s
a willingness to spend farm
working capital but higher
input costs are an issue. There’s
a lack of things to buy, and so
that’s been a constraint.
Drought still seems to be a sig-
nificant issue in a lot of parts of
the country, both the north and
western United States.”

Farm & Truck Tires

“In the Field and on the Farm Service”

Servicing all Major Brands of

Farm and Truck Tires
TerrY's TIRE Service

- (989) 723-6881
(989) 666-0746

AUTO GLASS AND WINDSHIELD REPAIR

Replacement Glass for Farm Vehicles is our Specialty

Auto » Home  Business ¢ Farm ¢ Storm Windows
Insulated Units » Screen Repair

103 W. Washington « St. Louis 48880

(989) 681-6126




March 20, 2022 - THE MERIDIAN WEEKLY - FAX (989) 834-2066 - PHONE (989) 834-2264 - e-mail news@meridianweekly.com

PAGE 11

Spring Farm Section

Pandemic Assistance Deadline Extended
for Hog Producers

by Farm News Media

Hog producers who sold hogs through a
spot market sale during the COVID-19 pan-
demic now have until April 15, 2022, to sub-
mit their applications for USDA’s Spot
Market Hog Pandemic Program (SMHPP).

The program was created to help hog
producers who sold through negotiated sales
during the lowest point of market prices —
from April 16, 2020, through Sept. 1, 2020.

SMHPP includes up to $50 million in
funding aspart of USDA’s Pandemic
Assistance for Producers initiative, with the
goal of addressing gaps in previous assis-
tance for hog producers.

Along with extending the application deadline, USDA said it will also be making changes to
some aspects of the program itself.

“In response to stakeholder feedback and our analysis of the program to date, we will be
making adjustments to clarify the definition of a spot market sale and to hog eligibility, while
including documentation requirements to prevent erroneous payments,” FSA Administrator
Zach Ducheneaux said in a statement.

“We’ll be announcing those updates soon and want to assure hog producers that there will
be ample time to submit their applications for assistance.”

To be eligible for SMHPP, a producer must be a person or legal entity who has ownership in
the hogs and whose production facilities are in the United States. Contract producers, federal,
state and local governments, including public schools and packers are not eligible for SMHPP.

SMHPP payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible hogs, not
to exceed 10,000 head, by the payment rate of $54 per head. FSA will issue payments to eligible
hog producers as applications are received and approved.

Eligible hog producers can apply for SMHPP by completing the FSA-940, Spot Market Hog
Pandemic Program application. Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA
Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means.

To find your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-loca-

GreenStone Donates $20,000 Through Member
Grown Outreach
by Michigan Ag Today

To celebrate GreenStone’s milestone of returning $115 million to members on Patronage
Day, GreenStone is donating a total of $20,000 to local organizations and charities through the
Member Grown Outreach program.

Money will be directed to groups based on GreenStone member votes at their local branch
under one of these categories: health and wellness, local disaster relief, or sustainability and
environment. This is the fourth year GreenStone has donated through this program.

On March 17, 2022, the GreenStone board of directors is increasing the patronage return to
$115 million. GreenStone members will receive their Patronage in the form of dividend checks
on St. Patrick’s Day.

“This marks 17 years of returning a total of $720 million back to our members,” said Dave
Armstrong, GreenStone CEO and President. “As a cooperative, we’re here to provide a depend-
able, competitive, and respon-
sible source of credit and finan-
cial services to our owners.
We’ve been focused on that for
over one hundred years, and we
continue to stay very focused
on that today as well. Anything
we can do to reduce our mem-
bers’ overall cost of borrowing,
we will do, and Patronage is
one of those tools.”

GreenStone members are
invited to visit their local
branch on March 17 to vote for
which charity they choose, plus
participate in the Patronage
Day celebration. For more
information about the
Patronage Day, visit our web-
site

1003 S. Washington, Owosso

tor. Hog producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly
with a USDA employee who can offer help.
Visit farmers.gov/smhpp for more information on how to

apply.

:

“Your Hole is Our Goal”
Insured

Holes - N - More - LLC

6in. 12in. 18 in. 24 in. 30 in. Holes

Bobcat Service of All Types

: '2'ﬁ Concrete Tear-Out and Replace

New Concrete Flat Work
Preparation for Concrete

Ron Keck

Gell 517-896-5261

MILLER'S
REDI- MIX

* Truck & Tractor Pulls

+ Carnival Rides

6218 S. Wright Rd.
Westphalia

(989) 587-6511

Shiawassee County Fair
August 7 -

A Real County Fair!

* Draft Horse Obstacle Course Friday & Saturday

Camping & Non-Fair Event Space Available April - October
2900 E. Hibbard Rd., Corunna ¢ 989-743-3611
www.shiawasseefair.com

e Carburator Rebuilding
» Magneto Rebuilding
 Hydraulic Pump Rebuilding
 John Deere 2 Cylinder Power
Steering Rebuilding & Repair

13, 2022

+ Livestock Auctions

» Superkicker Rodeo
+ Demolition Derby

Mackinac Bridge

Antique Tractor Crossing
Saturday

10
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Did You Know?

Farmers and growers face a significant threat in the years to
come as industrial agriculture operations continue to expand.
According to the National Resources Defense Council, indus-
trial agriculture is the large-scale, intensive production of crops
and animals. Such operations make it more difficult for small
farmers and growers to turn a profit, and they often involve the
use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides. The use of such prod-
ucts poses an additional threat to small farmers and growers, as
the Union of Concerned Scientists notes that the heavy applica-
tion of fertilizers and pesticides accelerates soil erosion and
increases pest problems. Consumers concerned by the effects of
industrial agriculture on the environment and on small farmers’
and growers’ ability to earn a good living can support efforts
such as regenerative farming and organic farms.

FARM OWNERS

Sovis Insurance Agency n
615 W. Broad St. ® Chesaning, MI 48616
(989) 845-3400
www.sovisins.com
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Contact Us Today!

Call Today!
Loren Lambright
989-455-4005
- |

www.2LProviders.com

DESIGNED FOR TRUE VERT

EXCELERATOR® 8010
VERTICAL TILLAGE SYSTEM

» Excalibur® blade captures and sizes residue

« Adjustable gang angle varies soil movement and residue mixing
» Star Wheel™ treaders aggressively mix soil and residue while sizing clods
* 24/7® dual range conditioner provides final clod sizing and firming

11’ to 50" WORKING WIDTHS

LLOYD MILLER & SONS, INC.

TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT COMPANY

989-743-4049

3695 E. M-21, Corunna
www.lloydmillerandsons.com

MDARD Director Gary McDowell Selects Sarah Lucas as
Deputy of the Newly Created Office of Rural Development

submitted by Jennifer

Holton
Lansing - Michigan
Department of

Agriculture and Rural
Development (MDARD)
Director Gary McDowell
is pleased to announce
the selection of Sarah
Lucas to lead the newly
created Office of Rural
Development, effective
Monday, April 18.

In January, Governor
Gretchen Whitmer estab-
lished the Office of Rural
Development within
MDARD via Executive
Directive 2022-01 to
focus on the strategic needs of rural Michigan, including eco-
nomic and workforce development, infrastructure, public
health, and environmental sustainability.

"Having spent most of her career in small towns and rural
areas in northwest Lower Michigan and the Upper Peninsula,
Sarah has deep connection and understanding of the challenges
facing our rural communities. Her 20 plus years of passion and
experience will serve Michiganders well,” said McDowell.
“Rural Michigan is a fundamental part of Michigan's economy.
This new office will play a crucial role in supporting
MDARD?’s efforts and leading new ones as we work together to
build a more prosperous rural economy.”

As the Deputy for Rural Development, Lucas will serve as
the state's point of contact for community leaders on urgent
rural issues. By creating the Office of Rural Development, the
Whitmer-Gilchrist Administration recognizes the unique chal-
lenges and opportunities in the state’s rural communities, as
well as the need to implement sound policies and investments
that put Michiganders first.

"Through inclusive collaboration, we are committed to
investing in our rural communities and businesses through job
creation, infrastructure and housing expansion, and environ-
mental sustainability” added McDowell. "Sarah will be laser-
focused on reinvigorating Michigan's rural economies and
being their partner on the critical issues they are facing."

Lucas, AICP, has a 20-year career in community and eco-
nomic development in small communities and rural areas in

CAL TILLAGE

Sarah Lucas

Michigan, leading a variety of cross-sector initiatives and plan-
ning efforts resulting in long-lasting coalitions, local and state
policy change, and enhanced regional capacity for growth and
investment. Previously she served as the CEO of the Lake
Superior Community Partnership, Marquette County’s leading
resource and advocate for economic development.

Prior to her work with Lake Superior Community
Partnership, Sarah served as the Community Development
Director for Networks Northwest, a 10-county regional plan-
ning agency in Northwest Lower Michigan; led the develop-
ment of Housing North, a regional organization devoted to pol-
icy and communications solutions to housing needs in
Northwest Lower Michigan; and, after relocating to Marquette
in 2020, worked with the Western Upper Peninsula Planning
and Development Region to develop a regional economic
development plan for “building back stronger” in the region’s
post-pandemic economy.

Additionally, Lucas serves on several regional and
statewide boards, including the Community and Economic
Development Association of Michigan, the Economic
Development Leaders of Michigan, and the Michigan
Association of Planning, where she currently serves as Board
President.

She is a graduate of Eastern Michigan University and is
currently an MPA candidate at Northern Michigan University.
She lives in Marquette with her husband and their three boys.

For more information, please visit the website at
Michigan.gov/MDARD-ORD. If you’re looking to contact the
Office of Rural Development, please send an email to
MDARD-ORD@michigan.gov.

Did You Know?

Agricultural technology, often referred to as “AgTech,” is
playing an increasingly bigger role on modern farms, and that
role is evident when examining AgTech startups’ growing
access to venture capital. Data from PitchBook and the
National Venture Capital Association’s PitchBook-NVCA
Venture Monitor, a quarterly report on venture capital activity
in the entrepreneurial ecosystem, indicates that AgTech startups
received $6.1 billion in VC investments in 2020. That reflects a
nearly 60 percent increase in investment over 20109.
Weaknesses in the agricultural and food supply chain revealed
during the pandemic undoubtedly drove some of that invest-
ment. Widespread recognition of a need for improvements
within the agricultural sector so it can meet the demands of a
global population that the United Nations estimates will
increase by two billion people by 2050 also likely contributed
to the considerable rise in VC investment in AgTech startups.

NOW THRU APRIL

Call Today for a Quote
e 55 Gallon Drums
e 5 Gallon Pails

APPLEBEE OIL
& Propane

OVID
(989) 834-2828 « (989) 224-3875
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Field Crops Virtual Breakfast Series to Kick Off New Growing

Season March 31, 2022

by Philip Kaatz, Michigan State University Extension

This free weekly series for farmers and agribusinesses
focuses on a wide array of relevant field crop pest and crop
management topics during the growing season.

With the start of spring, farmers should get ready for a new
season of highs and probably some lows as the growing season
starts to unfold. Farmers prepare during fall, winter and early
spring for what lies ahead, but it’s always the unknown that
keeps it interesting and fresh. Ultimately, the fact that every
year is different keeps producers coming back for more year
after year. Farming is a profession that requires a certain
amount of faith concerning things beyond our control such as
weather, potential pests and crop prices.

To assist farmers as they prepare for potential issues and
concerns during the growing season, Michigan State University
Extension will host the Field Crops Virtual Breakfast series
beginning Thursday, March 31, through Sept. 22, 7 to 8 a.m.
This weekly, Thursday morning webinar is in its fifth year.
Farmers, agribusiness personnel and others interested in agri-
culture can interact with MSU Extension specialists and educa-
tors to get answers for their questions.

Not matter whether you are an experienced farmers or a
beginner just starting out, participants can expect to learn some-
thing to add value to their farm. An added benefit is that
Michigan pesticide applicators or Certified Crop Advisors can
easily accumulate credits over the summer to help recertify
their credential if they attend enough sessions.

Topic areas are loosely established at the beginning of the
series based on historical trends. However, the Virtual
Breakfast Series is flexible, fluid and able to adapt when issues
arise due to unforeseen growing conditions. Each week features
a timely, 20-minute topic from an MSU specialist followed by
Jeff Andresen, MSU Extension climatologist, presenting a 15-
minute weather summary and forecast.

Following the weather, restricted use pesticide (RUP) appli-
cators receive the information to one RUP credit (1A, 1B,
Comm or Priv Core) and Certified Crop Advisors (CCA) can
receive one continuing education unit (CEU). After RUP and
CCA credit information, attendees can leave or stay for a less
formal discussion with farmers, educators and specialists that

lasts until 8 a.m.

“Thank you; this is part
of my Thursday morning
routine during the growing
season. You are doing a great
job!1”

—If you are unable to sign
up online, call the Lapeer
County MSU Extension
office at 810-667-0341.

This article was pub-
lished by Michigan State
University Extension. For
more information, visit
https://extension.msu.edu.

MAPLE RAPIDS LUMBER

6366 N. Forest Hill Road, St. Johns
(989) 682-4225 + Evening: (989) 330-1994

Farm Lumber
Sawed to Order

e Bark

e Chips

WE BUY STANDING TIMBER
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Boost Your Hay Harvest!

See Us For A Full Range
of Haylage Hay and Pastures

MICHIGAN LIVESTOCK SERVICE INC.
110 N. MAIN, OVID + 989-834-2661

Meeting the Challenge of
Varying Field Conditions

Large working widths,
increased maneuverability allow for outstanding produc-
tivity with these single-rotor mounted and trailed rotary

fast working speeds and

Hofferbert Sales, Inc.

Since 1958
200 N. Maple St., Bannister

(989) 862-5300
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The Weekly Service Directory...Where People
Find What They’re Looking For! 1

Advertise Your
Business Here

only$22
per week!
For More Info:

Thornton & Sons
Construction & Design Inc.

Licensed Builder
Lead Certified Renovator
Veterans Affairs Approved

» Remodeling Specialists * Kitchens « Bathrooms
» Wood Basements « New Homes ¢ Architectural Design

989-834-2264

Phone: 989-862-4889

Holes - N - More - LLC CONCRETE

6in. 12in.18in. 24n. 30 in. Holes Floors - Sidewalks -
Bobcat Service of All Types Driveways - Pole Barn

Garages - Foundations
- Concrete Tear-Out and Replace g
New Concrete Flat Work

% Preparation for Concrete Brand BUI |ders

Ron Keck Jerry Orweller

Gl 517-896-526; OVID

(989) 834-2997

“Your Hole is Our Goal”
Insured

FERRALL'S TREE

Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc.
*0ld Fashioned Service with Moder Technology”

Experienced * Equipped ¢ Insured
Stump Removal

989-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561

CURBSIDE GARBAGE SERVICE

Buying all scrap metals:

Miller/Bartz
Septic

2 Locations

Ovid
834-2733
Owosso

743-5055
200 ft. of hose

L
VISA
——

: Autos & Junk Equipment.
* Full SerV'(}e One stop for all your
Auto Repan‘ recycling & waste needs.

9779 M-21, Ovid
(989) 834-5031

Owosso: 989'725'8062

FREE Curb Cart Rental For Seniors.

SPECIALTY SALVAGE Serving Clinton « Gratiot  Saginaw Counties.

Advertise Your
Business Here

only$22
per week!
For More Info:

989-834-2264

D&D Construction
089-307-3156
Licensed Builder

All your residential building neeas
Concrete, Siding, Roofing, Remodeling
Donnie Orweller

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a

double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a

circulation of 11,000 papers! Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!
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New MSU Research Showcases Innovative
Method to Develop More Accurate Corn

Yield Predications

by Michigan Farm News

Newly published
Michigan State University
research shows that incorpo-
rating in-season water deficit
information into remote sens-
ing-based crop models drasti-
cally improves corn yield pre-
dictions.

The findings were pub-
lished in Remote Sensing of
Environment, a leading jour-

nal in the field.
The project was led by
Bruno Basso, an MSU

Foundation professor in the
departments of Earth and Environmental Sciences, and Plant, Soil and Microbial Sciences, as
well as the W.K. Kellogg Biological Station.

Alongside Basso was his graduate student Guanyuan Shuai.

Yield predictions are of great importance, from national and international food supply chains
to the individual grower. In addition to ensuring food security, highly consequential financial
decisions are made based on this information. Growers must decide how much fertilizer and
other inputs to apply to their fields, for example, an area in which costs have soared for numer-
ous reasons, including climate change and global conflict.

“An accurate knowledge of yield predictions before the end of the season is of paramount
importance for grain prices, which affects profitability for farmers, as well as commodity traders
and food companies,” Basso said.

Historical weather forecasts and crop yields from a given location are often used to predict
the next season’s performance, but there are flaws in this methodology. This can be unsettling
when growers are searching for as much certainty as possible.

“Farmers can now receive high-resolution weather information on their tablets and smart-
phones, but the U.S. Department of Agriculture yield outlooks are at the county level, so farmers
can’t really use them to forecast yields on their fields,” Basso said.

“What farmers need is knowledge to better manage and predict yields at the field and sub-
field levels. We know that circumstances vary within a field, even a small one of a few acres, let
alone operations that include thousands of acres.

“It’s important that farmers have confidence in the data they use to make decisions, and
we’re trying to help them improve that decision-making process at the right scale. Farmers are
interested in profitability, which is also linked to environmental sustainability.”

For the project, Basso and Shuai evaluated 352 fields of varying sizes in Michigan, Indiana,
Illinois and lowa. The team collected climate and soil data, in addition to more than 2,500 yield
maps over several years — 2006 to 2019 — directly from farmers.

They obtained high-resolution images from the private company Planet, the European Space
Agency and NASA, along with digital elevation models from the U.S. Geological Survey
dataset.

The images were used in part to calculate the green chlorophyll vegetation index, an indica-
tion of plant vigor that measures the chlorophyll content in leaves based on infrared and near-
infrared imagery.

Basso and Shuai then implemented the System Approach to Land Use Sustainability
(SALUS) program, which models crop, nutrient, soil and water conditions each day over many
years using different management techniques. SALUS provided the daily crop drought index
(CDI), designed to highlight the effect in-season water shortages has on crops.

“We found that the inclusion of the CDI substantially improved the accuracy of in-season
predictions,” Basso said. “We showed that the greatest improvements in predictions were
observed in the driest year, 2012. We also showed that the subfield spatial variations of corn
yield are better captured with the inclusion of CDI for most fields.”

Basso believes that subfield-level analyses are a promising way to ensure accurate and pre-
cise predictions, and that decisions should be made based on real-time data rather than historical
guidelines alone. He said that while some technology is being adopted broadly, the pace at which
this is occurring must be expedited.

“Even if you use remote sensing imagery on your fields, that alone isn’t enough,” Basso said.
“Once the canopy of the field comes close together, which occurs a month after planting or so,
remote sensing will only see the top layer of those leaves, as one big green layer. Two months
later, it will see the same big green layer but won’t be able to capture that the leaves and the plant
have grown significantly below the canopy.

“Our novel, integrated approach of coupling crop-modeled water stress with high-resolution
images is trying to remove this limitation in remote sensing image analysis. This approach pro-
vides more reliable and timely information for farmer cost savings and environmental protec-
tion.”

This research was supported in part by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National
Institute of Food and Agriculture; the Great Lakes Bioenergy Research Center; the U.S.
Department of Energy’s Office of Science, Biological and Environmental Research program;
and MSU AgBioResearch.
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AUCTION

ELSIE 2ND FLOOR efficiency
apartment for rent. $500/mth
$500/deposit. Utilities paid. No
smoking. No pets. Ed Thornton
989-862-4889. 1616tf

FOR SALE

2003 FORD F-150 TRITON.
183,000 miles, auto, 8 cyl.,
good running condition. New
battery, radiator flush and ther-
mostat. $3,300 firm.
Phone 989-307-8726.

1620t2

HALL RENTAL

ELSIE: Elsie American Legion
Hall Rental. 220 S. Ovid, St.,
Elsie. Call for more information
989-494-6987. 1538 EOW

AIR CONDITIONED HALL: $500
and $300 for 1/2 hall rental. St.
Johns K of C. Call rental agent
Roger Dershem (989) 224-4072,
(989) 227-2233 or (989) 640-
1313. EOW

SERVICES

FERRALL'S  FIREWOOD:
Good quality  hardwood.

$53/face cord plus delivery.
Family owned & operated since
1978. (989) 862-4453; (989)

666-0561 153412

HANDYMAN: Snow Removal:
Driveways and sidewalks. Still
time to have your evestroughs
cleaned and removal of junk.
Call Jim today 517-881-9977.
1570tf

J &M WELL DRILLING &
Service, Inc. Emergency
Service. Perry 517-675-5956
Owosso 989-743-5626

Point of Sale Work, 5" PVC
Well Drilling, Well Repairs,
Pumps and  Tanks,
Chlorinating and Testing.
www.waterhelpnow.com. TF

BLAINE TRASH REMOVAL:
Full service garage and house
cleanouts and estates. Tear
down of old mobile homes and
sheds. Call Jay 517-980-0468.
16109tf

BONGAS PRESSURE
WASHING SERVICES on
Facebook: Powerwashing,
staining and painting services.
Residential homes and decks.
Booking Spring Work Now.
Fully insured. Free Estimates.
Erik Bonga, 1-989-287-3094.
16109tf

Salt Sales
MILLER'S

Soft Water

9450 E, M-21
Ovid

834-5012

WANTED: Farm Land wanted to
rent for 2021 and beyond. Also
farm land to purchase on land
contract. Contact Don Cuthbert at
(517) 881-1724 or email
1don.cuthbert@gmail.com
1604tf

FARM

WE INSTALL: Steel roofs on
high barns. Free estimates. Ask
for John 616-527-3635.

1525tf

OUTDOOR FURNACES

26% TAX CREDIT: For an EPA
Certified Central Boiler Classic
Edge Titanium HDX Outdoor
Furnace. Stainless Steel. Call
Valentine Enterpise

(989) 862-5972. 1573tf

FISH STOCKING

FISH FOR STOCKING most
varieties ponds and lakes.

LAGGIS FISH FARM. 269-628-
2056 Days; 269-624-6215
evenings. 1620t12

MISCELLANEQOUS

DISH Network $64.99 For 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet
$19.99/month (where avail-
able). Switch & Get a FREE
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE STREAMING ON ALL
Devices. Call today!
1-866-950-6757

CPM

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage fro (350+)
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance-NOT just a discount plan.
(Don’t wait!) Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details!
1-877-253-3162
www.dental50plus.com/55#6258
CPM

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package.
Watch yoru favorite live
sports,news & entertainment
anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in
Customer Satifaction (JD Power
& Assoc.) Call for more details!
(some restrictions apply) Call 1-
888-351-0154. CPM

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a GENERAC
home standby generator $0
Money Down + Low Monthly
Payment Options Request a
FREE Quote. Call now before
the next power outage. 1-855-
922-0420. CPM

The GENERAC PWRcell,
a solar plus battery storage
system. SAVE money, reduce
your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and
power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0
Down Financing Option.
Request at a FREE, no obliga-
tion, quote today. Call 1-855-
476-9698. CPM

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY!
Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months! Lifetime

warranty & professional

installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available.
Call: 877-401-2404. CPM

Kirsch’s Corner Store, Wood
Shop and Variety Store
Retirement Online Auction.
Woodworking tools; Trailers;
Antique furniture; Amish bug-
gies. Details at
Bid.SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com
For all your auction needs, call
Joe Sherwood 1-800-835-0495.

CPM
Epic Man Cave Auction:
Taxidermy, Toys, Trains,
Lego, Star Wars, Tools,

Archery, Lawn Mower, much

more! Online Bidding Ends
Marh 30.
www.EpicAuctions.com for

more information. Pickup in
Leslie. Shipping Available. CPM

BUSINESS SERVICES

METAL ROOFING regular and
shingle style, HALF OFF ON
SPECIAL COLORS! Also, life-
time asphalt shingles available.
Licensed and insured builders.
Quality work for 40 years!
AMISH CREW. 517-575-3695
CPM

HELP WANTED

Experienced Pole Barn
Builders WANTED! Top pay,
Very Reliable Company! Must
have own tools and reliable
transportation. Call Jim at 989-
205-2534. CPM

MATTRESSES

BEDS-BEDS-BED! Mattresses
any size and any comfort.
Delivery anywhere in Michigan
DanDantheMattressMan.com
CPM

ADJUSTABLE Bed Brand New
with Imcomfort gel memory
foam mattress. Retail Cost
$3,995.00, sacrifice for $875.00.
Call for showing or delivery:
989-615-2951.

CPM

MEDICAL

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-835-7273 Hablamos
Espanol. CPM

POLE BARNS

Michigan’s Pole Barn
Supplier for over 60
years. Supplying residen-
tal, agricultural and com-
merical projects
statewide. Call today for a
quote and ask about installa-
tion. 616-530-1154.

CPM

MISCELLANEOUS

ELIMINATE GUTTER:
cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10%  Senior &  Military
Discounts. Call
1-844-369-2501

CPM
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Find What They’re Looking For! 2

Scharnweber
Well Drilling

517-651-2211

Family Owned Business
Serving the Laingshurg & Surrounding
Communities for Over 20 Years.

Pump Furnace
Technician Technician

214 S, Main St., Ovid

HEATING * COOLING * PLUMBING

Sales & Service :
g || VAl or ]
call #%Vslg%ﬂém& Asvearnvalﬁee (989) 8342551

Applebee Qil
& Propane

Landscaping

P E R U & Handyman

Now Scheduling Small Indoor Projects
Bathrooms ¢ Flooring ¢ Kitchens

7577 N. Hollister Rd. Elsie
We Do Sandblasting

Custom Trailers

« Utility  Lawn
« Construction

989-862-5252

108 N. Mill St.,
Ovid Ray Peru Competitive Rates
089-834-2828 or (989) 251- 8531 Quality Work
800-882-0876
. . MICHIGAN
BNM TRAILERY| Qyjd-Elsie LIVESTOCK

Animal
Clinic
3900 N. Hollister Rd.

Ovid, Ml
110 N. Main St., Ovid

989'834-5333 M-F 9:30-3:30pm; Sat. 9:30-12:30pm

Serving the Farm Community

989-834-2661

Storage Solutions
Self-Storage Units

9596 E. M-21, Ovid

Open Units Available
+4 Sizes Available

989-862-4102

Doody Well Drilling

New Wells (Steel & Plastic) « Clean Water Systems
* Certified Pump Repair « Well Replacement & Repair

State of Michigan #1616 Full Insured
517-651-5914

5624 W. Grand River Rd.
LAINGSBURG

Name
Brand Pumps

RENS

Buscness Here!

only *32 per week!

For More Info Call:

989-834-2264

LONG'S
Transmissions

» Automatic
 Manual * Foreign
* Domestic
» 4-\Wheel Drive
210 N. Lyon St.

Owosso
(989) 723-5580

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a
double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a

circulation of 11,000 papers!

Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!
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Gracie Schultz Morgan Douglass

Hunter Maxa Coach Matt Fabus

Ovid-Elsie Bowling
All-Conference

Three OE bowlers were named to the All-Conference Team
for MMAC during the 2021-2022 season.

Gracie Schultz and Morgan Douglass were 1st Team Girls.

Hunter Maxa was Honorable Mention for the boys.

Coach Matt Fabus was voted MMAC Girls Coach of the
Year for the second consecutive season.

Dan’s Firearms & Ammo

1398 Vincent Rd., Ovid

(Formerly of Maple Rapids)

LIMITED SUPPLY OF
9mm « 45mm « 40mm
Pistol Ammunition
We can Order Guns, Scopes and other Hunting Supplies!
Call for appointment 989-640-0932

or Loretta at 989-834-0881

Ask About
Our
Furnace
Replacement
Specials!

www.myhometownheating.com
St. Johns 989-224-4844 « Laingsburg 517-651-2121

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Septic Tank Service

+ Portable Restrooms *« Commercial/Residential
+ Septic Tank Cleaning ¢ Drain Cleaning
Licensed & Insured

Call (989) 845-6280 « Chesaning

March 20, 2022 - THE MERIDIAN WEEKLY - FAX (989) 834-2066 - PHONE (989) 834-2264 - e-mail news@meridianweekly.com

Ashley Basketball

All-Conference Honors

by Ashleigh Shaw

Both the
Ashley boys’ bas-
ketball team and
the girls’ basket-
ball team had two
players selected
to the all-confer-
ence teams.
Seniors  Jenna
Wirt and Ashleigh
Jelinek were
selected for the
girls. Wirt was
selected to second
team. This season
Jenna averaged
10.9 points, 6.6
rebounds, 2
assists and 1.2
steals. For her
varsity four-year
career, Wirt
appeared in 64
games, scoring
542 points, grab-
bing 334
rebounds and she
also tallied 69 steals and 67 assists. Ashleigh Jelinek received
honorable mention all-conference. For her season she averaged
7 points, 6 rebounds, 2.3 steals and 2 blocks per game. Jelinek
finishes her 4-year career appearing in 49 games, scoring 230
points, and grabbing 245 rebounds. She also had 72 steals and
52 blocks.

Evan Litwiller (no photo available) and Logan Dummond
were selected for all-conferences on honors for the boys and
both were selected to the honorable mention team.

Congratulations to the players who were selected.

Jenna Wirt Ashleigh Jelinek

Evan Litwiller Logan Dummond

Commodity Supplemental
Food Program (60 and Over)

submitted by Becky Zemla

Capital Area Community Services, Inc. is taking applica-
tions for the Commodity Supplement Food Program. This pro-
gram provides nutritious food, on a monthly basis to low-
income residents of Shiawassee County who are 60 years of
age or above.

Persons sixty years of age or older (130% Poverty index
guidelines) To qualify, individuals must lie in Shiawassee
County and meet program guidelines.

Family size 1 - $16,744; family size 2 - $22,646; family
size 3 - $28,548. For each additional family member add
$5,902.

Distribution for Shiawassee County will begin April 5,
2022 at Capital Area Community Services, 1845 Corunna Ave.,
Owosso, MI 48867. 9:00 am to 12:00 Noon and 1:00 pm to
4:00pm.

April 5, 2022 will be drive thru only.

If you have any questions, please call 989-723-3115.

HEATING & COOLING

REBATES and TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE

Licensed & Insured

Laingsburg ~ 517-282-4347 ~ 517-651-2233

Bath Eliminates Wolfpack
from MHSAA Tournament
Boys Basketball Action, 54-48

DANSVILLE
— Bath complet-
ed a 12-9
Laingsburg varsi-
ty boys basketball
season with a 54-
48 win in the
MHSAA District
Finals here March
11.

“It was two
pretty good teams
playing against
each other,” veter-
an Wolfpack coach Dan Morrill said. “It kind of comes down to
a couple of balls rolling out for us, and a couple rolled in for
them. | don’t think one team played any harder than the other.”

LHS stayed close the entire contest, but in the end not
enough of those big shots fell for the Wolfpack. They outscored
the Bees from the field, connecting on 17 field goals to 15 for
the Bees, but BHS stepped up big-time at the free throw line.
The Bees connected on 21-of-27 charity shots, with leading
scorer Ethan Swanson making 14-of-17.

Swanson finished the contest with 20 points to lead all scor-
ers, as the blue-and-white built a narrow 41-36 lead entering the
final quarter.

“We have a ton of respect for Bath,” Morrill explained after
the hard-fought loss. “They’re well-coached and have a lot of
seniors that have done good things this year. We were a little bit
short tonight, but | loved how our kids competed to give them-
selves a chance to win.”

Only five players scored for the Bees, but it was more than
enough. Complementing Swanson's output was Jacob Kares
with 17 points and Devondre Chandler with 11. The Bees
entered Regional play with a 15-6 overall record. They downed
Perry in the semifinal round to make Friday's District Final.

LHS advanced with a convincing semifinal win over host
Dansville the previous Wednesday evening.

Wolfpack scoring in the final game of 2021-22 went like
this: Jacob Essenberg 4 points, Eli Woodruff 13, Ty Randall 4,
Miguel Fajardo 1, Zander Woodruff 13, Ethan West 5, Jack
Byrnes 6 and Luke Snyder 2.

Eli Woodruff Zander Woodruff

Laingsburg Library
Children’s Hour

On Monday March 21st at 6:30pm, you and your children
are invited to “join Delta Dental Employee volunteer, Cait Hall,
as she reads to the children and talk to them about the impor-
tance of reading and brushing their teeth every day. This will be
a perfect opportunity to share some good dental hygiene for
your kiddos and to check out some books for them and yourself.

Farm Lumber Sawn To Order

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
Bark & Chips Available
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