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Remembering A Few of Those  
We Lost in 2022

Roger Lee  Dershem 
May 25, 2022 

Business Owner 
Community Leader

Robert Lee Wilber 
Jume 16, 2022 

World War II Army Veteran 
Detroit Tiger Fan

Donald & Nancy Hinkley 
Newspaper Publishers 
Laid to Rest Together 

on July 10, 2022

David White 
October 24, 2022 

Lifetime FFA 
Member & Promoter

Eleanor “Ellie” Bowles 
November 4, 2022 

Fundraiser for American 
Cancer Society 

Polka Granny on WOES

Evertt Reneaud 
September 28, 2022 

Deicated Scout Master 
MSU Retiree 

Spartan for Life

Albert “Bert” Wassa 
January 26, 2022 

Navy Veteran 
Lifelong Dairy  
& Crop Farmer

“Chief” James Brown 
July 3, 2022 

Ovid-Middlebury Fire Dept. 
Lake Missaukee Fire Dept.

New Mobile Tire Service 
Opens in Elsie 

Need Tires? Well they are just a phone call and appointment 
away. Elsie residents, Chad & Melissa Huffnagel are the own-
ers of Cardinal Tire Service, a mobile tire service that brings 
their service to you. 

The couple started the business in the Fall and offer resi-
dential and commercial tire sales and service for autos, rv’s, 
campers and trailers including mounting, balancing, rotation, 
and the best part is they bring the service to your location. “We 
have access to all the major brands, if you want a certain tire, 
we can get it for you,” explained Melissa. 

Cardinal Tire Service is licensed and insured and can be 
reached by calling or texting (989)640-0083. They are available 
by appointment only. You can also Follow and Like them on 
Facebook.

submitted by John Foren 
LANSING, MI – E.W. Sparrow Hospital and Sparrow 

Specialty Hospital are easing their inpatient visitor policy and 
lessening restrictions on seeing patients. 

Effective immediately, visitors during regular visiting hours 
(8 a.m. to 8 p.m.) are no longer required to check in at the reg-
istration desk in the hospital lobby. Only two visitors will con-
tinue to be allowed in a patient room at any given time. Visitors 
must be 12 and older on all units and those ages 12 to 17 must 
be accompanied by an adult. 

COVID-positive patients are now allowed unlimited visi-
tors a day, with a maximum of one at a time.  Previously, only 
two visitors were allowed per day.  Additional PPE must still be 
worn and is available prior to entering the patient’s room. 

The changes are aimed at better supporting our patients and 
their medical needs since an important aspect of care and heal-
ing is having loved ones present when possible. OSHA and 
MIOSHA are also no longer enforcing COVID screening rules 
and there is a general industry trend of lessening visitor restric-

E.W. Sparrow Hosptial, Sparrow Specialty Hospital Easing 
Visitor Restrictions

tions. The revised policy only impacts E.W. Sparrow Hospital 
in Lansing and Sparrow Specialty and not our remaining 
Community Hospitals. 

Some restrictions remain in place to protect our patients, 
caregivers, and visitors. All visitors must be free of all signs 
and symptoms of illness; should perform hand hygiene when 
entering/exiting the building and the patient room, and as need-
ed; and are required to properly wear face masks at all times. 
If a mask is not being properly worn, the individual will be 
asked to leave the facility and may lose their visitation privi-
leges. 

Sparrow Health System reduced the number of visitors for 
the first time in 2020 to help limit the potential spread of 
COVID as we experienced record high number positive 
patients and caregivers. Sparrow is proud to be Mid-
Michigan’s leader in COVID care. 

To learn more about visiting the hospitals, visit 
Sparrow.org/Patient-Resources.

Pictured here (l-r) Chad, Melissa, Hunter and Noah Huffnagel 
along with their family pet, Pistol Annie. 

Hay..Did you have a Merry Christmas? These hay stacked holiday images are located at the Harris home in rural Ovid. What 
a festive and creative idea on display during this holiday season. Thanks for the assist on this one Dan!! Photo by Deb Price 
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Beauty and 
Barbershop 

Directory
If you would like to place your 

ad in our directory, please 
call us today at:   
(989) 834-2264

Country Styles 
Hair Studio

Hair Care!

Handicap Accessible

989-862-5848 
109 S. Ovid St. Elsie

NEW HOURS:  
Mon & Wed 9-8 ; Closed Tues 

Thur 9-5; Fri 8-5; Sat 8-1

Owner/Stylist Meri Smith 
Manicurist/Stylist Erica Nichols 

Appointments Suggested

Whirlpool Pedicure Spa 
Tanning Facilities • Tanning Lotions • Gift Certificates Available.  

Call for an appt.  
Mon.-Sat. 834-2587

Matrix, Paul Mitchell, Malibu, Redken, Biolage 

Stylists:  Patty Coleson, Colleen Pennell,  
Grace Ruckle 

Full line of Hair & Nail Care Products

Corner Carousel
133 S. Main St. Ovid

Music Maker DJ’s 
Event Planning Service 

“We Put The Beat In Your Feet” 
Music Makers Kevin and Tracy... 

One of the BEST DJ  
Services Around! 

Call Kevin Somers at (989) 661-2348

AGENCY NAME 
GOES HERE

CITY  •  000.000.0000
bestinsuranceagency.com

we care about your 
community. because 
it’s our community too.
simple human sense

Ovid Service Agency
Ovid • (989) 834-2288

CALL TODAY

725-5515

Receive a no obligation

WATER
ANALYSISFREE

Try any Culligan System for only

$10PER MONTH
FOR 6 MONTHS

Waugh’s Culligan 
Owosso 

(989) 725-5515  
Ken’s Culligan 

307 E. Superior St., Alma 
(800) 868-4937

$10

Must Present Coupon.  
Can’t Be Combined With Any Other Offers.

PER MONTH  
FOR 3 MONTHS

WATER 
ANALYSIS FREE

Social
Elsie Masonic Lodge to Hold 
Monthly Pancake Breakfast 
submitted Dawn D Levey 
ELSIE – Elsie Masonic Lodge #238 will hold their monthly 

pancake breakfast Saturday, December 31, 2022.  This is a 
wonderful way to kick-off New Year’s Eve festivities.  The 
breakfast will be held at the Elsie Masonic Community Center, 
100 E. Main Street, Elsie, 9 am-Noon.  The menu is:  pancakes, 
scrambled eggs, sausage, orange juice and coffee.  The cost is 
free; however, all donations will be given to the Elsie Baby 
Pantry.   

The next scheduled Masonic Pancake Breakfast will be 
Saturday, January 28, 2023. 

Elsie United Methodist Church 
to Host Tri-County Office of 
Aging Informational Meeting 

submitted by Dawn Levey 
ELSIE – 

Elsie United 
M e t h o d i s t 
Church will 
host an infor-
m a t i o n a l 
meeting for 
area senior citizens and their caregivers.  The Tri-County Office 
of Aging will present information about services available for 
the area’s senior citizens.  The event will take place Monday, 
January 9, 2023, 11 am at the Elsie United Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall, 160 W Main Street, Elsie.  All are encouraged 
to attend.  Lunch will be served and there is no charge for this 
event.  Reservations are encouraged but not required, to RSVP 
call 989-862-5239, feel free to leave a message.   

Elsie Public Library 
submitted by Ann Trierweiler    
Christmas has come and gone, 2023 is just around the cor-

ner.  Kids are still on Christmas break.  Come to the library and 
see what is new. Make a New Year’s resolution regarding how 
many books you will read this year. Time to have a goal set! 

We have a new stem table for the little ones.  The table is 
filled with plastic balls, little people and farm animals.  If you 
can find the puppy dog, a piece of candy is your reward. 

The puzzle table has a beautiful picture of an angel.  This 
puzzle has just been started.  Calling all puzzlers for help with 
this lovely puzzle.  

On January 4th, we will start a Winter Reading Bingo 
Challenge.  The contest will run through February 27th. Bingo 
cards are available at the front desk. Fill the card by reading the 
specific type of book listed.  It only takes 5 books to finish your 
card.  Once finished, your name will be entered in a drawing for 
a prize. The contest is open to all ages.   

Our holiday hours are as follows: The Elsie Public Library 
will be closed from Jan. 1st through January 3rd, 2023. HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!! 

A Matter of Balance 
submitted by Christine Histed 
A Matter of Balance: Managing Concerns about Falls in an 

interactive workshop which aims to reduce fall risk, increase 
physical activity, and reduce the fear of falling in older adults. 
The workshop does include seated exercises to improve bal-
ance, strength, coordination, and stability.  

Online via Zoom, Tuesdays and Thursdays, January 12 – 
February 9, 2023, from 10:00 am – 12 noon  

Powerful Tools for Caregivers is a 6-week, interactive 
workshop that helps non-professional caregivers to take better 
care of themselves while caring for someone else. Topics 
include stress management, relaxation, dealing with difficult 
emotions such as anger, guilt, depression, dealing with losses, 
communication, and more. 

Online via Zoom, Wednesdays, January 18 – February 22, 
2023, from 2:00 – 3:30 pm 

Diabetes PATH is a 6-week interactive workshop designed 
for individuals with diabetes and pre-diabetes. You will learn 
how meal plan, decrease stress, get physically active, balance 
blood sugar, make goals, improve energy, and more!  

Online via Zoom, Mondays, January 23 – February 27, 
2023, from 5:30 – 8:00 pm 

 Cost and how to register for all workshops listed above 
Free of change but donations accepted 
To register call Tri-County Office on Aging at 517-887-

1465 or e-mail Christine at histedc@tcoa.org 
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E-mail - Publisher    deb.price@meridianweekly.com 

E-mail - Display Advertising             
ads@meridianweekly.com

200 S. Main St., P.O. Box 11,  Ovid, MI  
989.834.2264  Fax: 834.2066

Meridian Weekly
Deborah Price  Owner/Publisher    meridianweekly.com

www.MerrittAuctionService.com 
616-754-9437

CALL

203 S. Water St., Owosso 989-723-4220
maurerheating.com

Free Estimates

“ A Tradition 
  of Quality”

Ovid-Elsie Sports Booster  
in collaboration with Marauder Athletics Presents

Only 300 Tickets will be sold!  
Raffle tickets are $60 

Each ticket includes one entrance into the raffle and one all you can eat 
and drink (beer and wine) dinner. You must be 21 to attend. 

REVERSE RAFFLE
    Saturday, March 11, 2023 

    5:00 p.m. (doors open at 4) 

Elsie’s American Legion Hall 

SIDE  BOARDS

GET YOUR TICKET TODAY!

2ND CHANCE 

RAFFLE 

50/50 Drawings

WE are OE

If interested in purchasing tickets or  
contributing to the raffle call  

Amy Knickerbocker (989) 992-7797  
or Ovid-Elsie High School (989) 834-2271 
*Non-Profit 501 (c)(3) documentation available upon request 

A total of $7,100 will be paid out! 
There are more than 20 payouts of $100 or more, and a  

GRAND PRIZE PAYOUT OF $2,000 

A Look Back Through 2022
Phillip T. Hopersberger 

Publishes Book 
January 23, 2022

Phillip T. Hopersberger

Community Mourns Loss of 
Zachary Miller 

January 30, 2022

Pictured here are  Lieutenants Chris Goldman (at left) and 
Zac McNamara, escorts of Elsie Engine 1, which carried the 
casket of Elsie Fire Fighter, 
Zach Miller. Captain, Heath 
Arnette drove Elsie Engine 1 
from O-E high school after 
the funeral service for a final 
pass of the fire station in Elsie 
where the flag was at half 
staff and to his final resting 
place in Fairfield Cemetery.

OE swimmer Sam Harden shatters long standing record in 
the 100 Breaststroke.

Ovid-Elsie’s Harden Shatters 
100 Breaststroke Record with 

1:06.03 Clocking 
February 20, 2022

During the weeks ahead the Meridian 
Weekly will publish a Look Back  

Through 2022. 
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Obituaries

Middlebury United 
Methodist Church 

8100 W. Hibbard Rd., Ovid 
989-834-2573 

Minister:  
Rev. Joyce Wallace 
Worship Service  

10:30 a.m. 

ELSIE UNITED 
METHODIST 

CHURCH 
160 W. Main St., Elsi e(989) 862-5239 

 
Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. 

Pastor: JD Paik

St. Cyril Parish  
of Bannister

Mass:  Sun 10:30am,  
Wed. 9:00am 

 
517 E. Main St. 

Bannister 
 

We Welcome You to Come...

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

163 W. Main St., Elsie 
Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 10:45 a.m. 

Watch Sunday Service on 
YouTube at elsiebaptist 
Pastor Phillip Rogers

131 West Front Street  
Ovid, MI 48866 • (989) 834-5958 

www.unitedchurchofovid.org  
or on Facebook 

Pastor Eugene Blair

Sundays am:  10:45 - Hymnsing 
                    11:00 - Worship

Office Hours: 9-1 Mon - Tue - Wed 
         9-Noon Thur • Closed Fri

United Church of Ovid

Duplain 
Church of Christ 

5565 E. Colony Rd. 
(3 mi. W. of O-E H.S.) 

Sunday School 
9:30 a.m.  

Worship Service  
11:00am 

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group 
Senior Minister: Andrew Goodrich 

Associate Minister:Matthew Barnum 
Children’s Minister: Jessica Prieto 

www.duplainchurch.org

Bannister United 
Methodist Church 

103 Hanvey Street 
Pastor: Zella Daniel 

Sunday Worship 11:15am

FAITH FELLOWSHIP 
BIBLE CHURCH 

Corner of Price & Chandler, St. Johns 
Pastor: John Jakus 

Sunday School: 9:00am  
 Worship Service 10:00am 

517-651-6210

Advertise In Our 
Church Directory!  

Call  
(989) 834-2264

OVID BIBLE 
CHURCH 

8915 East M-21 
Sunday School - 10:00 a.m. 

Morning Service - 11:00 a.m. 
Evening Service - 6:00 p.m. 

Wed. Night Prayer - 7:00 p.m. 
Pastor Scott Seelhoff

MOUNT HOPE 
CHURCH 

1043 S. US-27, St. Johns 
Southpoint Mall 

 
Sundays - 11:00 a.m. 

 
Pastors Ric & Renee Shaull 

MountHopeStJohns.com

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Lyle Robert Huntoon 
Lyle Robert Huntoon, age 91, of Ovid, MI, passed away 

Saturday, December 24, 2022, at Ovid Healthcare Center. 
Lyle was born in Dearborn, Michigan on June 4, 1931, 

the son of Fred Byron and Catherine Belle (Bigelow) 
Huntoon.  He proudly served his country in the United 
States Army.  He resided in the Ovid area for the majority of 
his life.  On June 2, 1952, Lyle married Shirley Mae Bredow 
in New Mexico.  They were blessed with 53 years of mar-
riage prior to her passing on July 17, 2005.  

Lyle had many loves, besides his family. He loved his 
AA Program, which he joined in 1967. He was proud to 
have had 55 years of sobriety. Lyle dedicated his life to help-
ing hundreds of others to find their "Higher Power" through 
the Alcoholics Anonymous Program. He also obtained his 
pilot's license while still working construction jobs. Upon 
retirement, he bought the airplane which brought much joy 
to him and his wife. 

Lyle is survived by three daughters: Julie (Jim 
Pomaville) Crackel of Bay City, MI; Teresa (Bill) 
Beauchaine of Laingsburg, MI; and Bonnie (Bob) Harper of 
Owosso, MI; and two sons: Fred (Robin) Huntoon of Ovid, MI; and Lyle (Samantha DeSantes) 
Huntoon of Panama. He is also survived by fifteen grandchildren; nineteen great-grandchildren; 
one brother Dan (Sara) Stahl; and many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his 
wife Shirley, grandson Christopher Huntoon, granddaughter Kim Ormerod, father Fred 
Huntoon, mother Catherine (Guy) Stahl, and four brothers: Jim Huntoon, Fred Huntoon, Bob 
Stahl, and Bill Stahl. 

A Private Graveside Service will be held at Ford Cemetery, Elsie, MI and a celebration of 
Lyle's life will be held in the spring. 

Memorials may be made to your local AA Chapter. Online condolences may be made at 
www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is being served by Smith Family Funeral 
Homes, Elsie, Michigan. 

A Fresh New Year of Recycling Begins 
submitted by Ellen Link 
New Year’s Resolutions #1 & 2: Reduce your 

output of waste (like clamshells!). Recycle as much 
as you can. These are resolutions you can actually 
keep!  And we make it as easy as possible at the 
Greater Laingsburg Recycling Center (7500 
Woodbury Rd.): you drive in, we empty your car, 
you drive out—pausing, perhaps, to check out the 
freebie shelves (check out the good books!). Per 
usual, the facility will be open the 1st and 3rd 
Tuesdays (Jan. 3 and 17) and the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays (Jan. 14 and 28). If you’re new to recy-
cling or just want to know more, you’ll find the web-
site Why Recycle? (https://whyrecycleglr.wordpress.com/), created by Laingsburg’s Ava 
Brewer, an excellent source of information. And if you have ideas or suggestions, please pass 
them along. The GLR is all about “working toward a sustainable future in our own backyard.” 

Hopes are high that recycling in our state is poised to accelerate. Michigan’s laws governing 
solid waste were over 25 years old and in dire need of updating. It took years for numerous 
organizations, particularly Kerrin O’Brien at the Michigan Recycling Coalition (MRC), to ham-
mer out a bipartisan package of bills on recycling, waste reduction and solid waste management 
that finally passed the House in 2020 and was expected to sail through. Yet the package of bills, 
known as Part 115, languished in the senate until this past current lame duck session, when it 
was passed but with last-minute provisions attached to allow the burning of plastics through 
pyrolysis and gasification. Numerous environmental organizations objected, but Gov. Whitmer 
signed the bills in December. Stay tuned for updates. 

The GLR will continue to accept Christmas cards, wrapping paper (please try to remove the 
tape), and defunct Christmas lights, and to update our new tiny library, situated by the road. Our 
trial run of collecting denim is on hold until we meet with the vendor for their approval, but 
we’re hoping they’ll give us the go-ahead. (Don’t forget you can take gently used, upscale cloth-
ing you no longer want to The Clothesline in downtown Laingsburg.) And we’ll be targeting the 
disastrous proliferation of plastic water bottles this year—we’ll keep you posted.  

Please make sure your recyclables are clean and separated: Newspaper and phone books; tin 
and scrap metal, separated from aluminum; corrugated cardboard (include brown paper bags 
here); boxboard; mixed office paper and junk mail; magazines; books; plastics— #1 bottles and 
jars, no clamshells (takeout, berries, bakery and salad containers), #2 (milk jugs/cloudy separat-
ed from solid colors), and #5 (“tubs”, e.g., yogurt, sour cream, etc.); non-corroded household 
batteries (please separate into regular, rechargeable, lithium and button); glass bottles and jars 
(all colors); electronics (no televisions; a $5 fee for flat screen monitors); empty inkjets; and den-
tal care products like toothbrushes, spent toothpaste tubes and floss containers. Please minimize 
your use of plastic bags and take them back when emptied. 

For details on what we accept, visit our Facebook page or website--https://recyclelaings-
burg.wixsite.com/mysite. Questions? Contact Terry or Ellen Link at (517) 651-2005 or Beth 
Lange at 651-6437. Let’s all make a healthy environment our priority for 2023. 

Winter Bird 
Feeding Safety 

As you sit around during 
the holidays watching 
Hallmark Christmas movies, 
with very poor acting, consider 
taking a break to help your 
backyard bird populations survive the winter snowy months. Besides, those holiday movies are 
all the same and follow one of two plots; a small town girl moves home to save a family business 
and falls in love or an American girl gets caught up with royalt from some distant small colonial 
country and also falls in love. Anway, back to the birds… 

In case you happened to miss the directive by the Michigan DNR this last Fall everyone was 
supposed to remove their backyard bird feeders to help prevent the spread of the highly patho-
genic avian influenza outbreak that affected waterfowl, raptors, scavengers, gulls, and terns. 
While it would be very uncommon for the aforementioned species to visit your backyard, it 
doesn't hurt to clean feeders that create an artificial gathering of birds. Feeders should be washed 
with a 10% bleach to water solution and birdbaths with a 10% vinegar to water solution. Make 
sure both are dry before filling with food and water. This ten minute chore will help keep your 
local birds healthy and don't worry if you missed the ending to a Hallmark Christmas movie 
because more than likely the girl gets boy and they kiss. 

-WS 

The Weekly  
Sportsman

by Dan McMaster 
theweeklysportsman@meridianweekly.com

Editorial
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God has created people 
with free will. This means that 
we have the ability to choose 
what to think and what to do. 

God has created us as moral 
beings and so we are responsi-
ble for our actions. Since we 
have free will we are responsi-
ble for the choices that we make on a day in and day out basis. 

This includes how we will serve the Lord. 
God sometimes puts desires onto our hearts and minds, and then we are responsible for what 

we do with them. 
We see a great example of this in one of Paul's Letters to the Church in Corinth. Paul writes- 
“Thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same concern I have for you. For Titus 

not only welcomed our appeal, but he is coming to you with much enthusiasm and on his own 
initiative.” 

- 2 Corinthians 8:16-17 

Religious  
Thoughts

by Chris Hearn 
www.letsmeetgod.com

Editorial... cont’ page 10
What did you all think 

about the blizzard of 2022?  I 
was happy to get to the coffee 
shop and back home safely.  I 
ended up delivering two of the 
pre-ordered and paid for rasp-
berry pies.  One lady was stuck 
ten miles out of town and 
didn’t have a vehicle with four wheel drive.  I dropped hers off at her sister’s apartment.  I then 
dropped off the other one at the girl’s folks because it was on the way home.  Of course there 
were several white outs on the way and a huge drift in the west lane which is south of the 
Hollister / Ridge Road intersection. 

I was amazed at how very strong the winds were, I parked my truck headed out of the drive-
way.  I walked around to the west side to get some packages out and into the house.  It was a bit-
ter wind blowing and a gust darned near threw me to the ground as I walked to the house.  Of 
course there were several drifts that I had to navigate before I got to the front steps.  It would 
have been nice to just slip into the house and stay there...it didn’t quite happen that way.  The 
cats were trying hard to invade my premises.  I filled a pitcher with water and went out onto the 
west deck where their electric water dish sits.  It was empty and they all gathered there as I 
refilled it.  I had fed them before I left but hadn’t checked their water dish and of course the crew 
let me know how wicked I had been. 

I went back into the house and proceeded to finish up wrapping gifts.  I rather enjoyed mak-
ing the packages look festive.  I am pleased that I made some good choices.  I still need one more 
gift to finish up everything.  I was very disappointed that church services were canceled because 
of the weather.  To be honest, I also felt a bit guilty because I didn’t get any more fudge made 
but my nephews were just as happy with the chocolate covered peanuts that I gave them.  Diane 
gave them some of Barb’s wonderful caramel corn. The boys aka young men were pleased. 

On Saturday afternoon as I headed out to my truck I had to navigate a couple of the snow 
drifts.  I ended up on the ground when I tried to walk down a drift.  I went with the fall but cov-
ered my face with my arms cause I didn’t want it puffed up with bruises.   Not a good look any 
time of the year.   

Also very pitiful during yuletide.  It was a very exasperating experience, because I had to 
crawl across the frozen ground to get to a bigger drift so that I could leverage myself off the 
ground.  Of course the gifts had gone flying along with my purse and phone.  Time I got up off 
the ground the front of my jeans were wet.  How comfy!?!  I picked up my stuff and decided that 
I was better off just getting into the pickup.  Blew the snow off my phone and went to my daugh-
ter’s to have chili with my two youngest grandchildren who had to work when we planned on 
having our family Christmas.  Yup, I’m still a bit lame even though I visited my chiropractor.   

I woke up rather lame on Christmas day but had the time to have a long hot shower that 
seemed to ease the tension.  Then I played at being a coach potato as I caught up on old 
Christmas classic movies.  Prudence was thrilled that I was there to keep her cozy warm but did 
let me know if I was moving too much.  She didn’t like me folding clothes, worse yet if I got up 
out of the recliner to take care of them.  She did like the snuggle part where she could keep me 
in the submissive and stopped me from moving my lap, that was her territory.  It was a perfect 
day for her. 

Our family Christmas was scheduled for 3PM on Monday.  I made dressing for the turkey 
and went over to Diane & Brent’s at eight to stuff the bird.  Had coffee and chit chatted and also 
swiped the last pound of butter that was in her fridge.  I needed it to make the German Chocolate 
cake and frosting from scratch.  The last bit was used on the dinner rolls that I had made, my 
timing was decent and the rolls came out of the oven at 2:30, I buttered their tops and put a towel 
over the top of them to get them transported.  The three layer cake was wrapped in aluminum 
foil.  Note to self, I need to find a good sized cake carrier.  While the cake was cooling, I ran Pru 
over to Karen’s so that she wouldn’t feel abandon, I couldn’t imagine her being happy with a 
bunch of youngsters trying to pet her.  I was afraid that someone would get snapped at.  Not a 
good thing. 

The party got a bit noisy at times but everyone seemed to have a good time.  Diane was so 
busy that she didn’t have time to unwrap her gifts until a couple of families had departed.  There 
was much laughter.  I hope that your New Year is filled with much happiness, compassion and 
consideration for what is going on in the lives of your family and friends.  Next week I will try 
to explain more in detail if you are interested.  May God bless you daily, and be thankful for all 
your blessings.  Me, I’m darn near ecstatic because I didn’t break anything other than the fall.  
God bless.                   Crystal Mitchell©2022 

 

A Little  
Common Sense

by Crystal Mitchell

This is a wonderful look at God’s sovereignty, His acting, and our free will and being 
responsible for acting on God’s prompting. 

 First, God put into the heart of Titus a great concern for the Church in Corinth. No doubt 
this involved both Titus’s mind and emotions. The desire, the idea was given. 

 How would Titus act? 
 The Text says that he was obedient. He was coming to the Corinthians “…on his own ini-

tiative.” 
 How about that? God gave Titus the desire, and yet Paul says that Titus is coming on his 

own initiative. 
 Both are true. God doesn’t force anyone to do His will. But He does lead and prompt us 

through His Holy Spirit. 
 When we have that leading, that prompting, we are responsible for what we will do with it. 

To act on it in faith or to dismiss it. 
 When God puts a desire on our hearts and in our minds, there are three ways in which we 

can react- 
1. Be disobedient. Totally tank it. 
2. Be disobedient, then change our minds and be obedient. 
3. Be obedient right from the very beginning. 
If we’ve been Christians long enough, we’ve probably experienced each one of these. 

Hopefully more of the second and especially the third. 
This third option is the best one for us to take, and that is the one of obedience. Hopefully 

we all know the joy of being obedient to the Lord when He has asked us to do or say something. 
Isn’t it a wonderful feeling? 

 No rationalizations. No running away. No excuses. Just being obedient to whatever the 
Lord has for us to do. 

Is there something that the Lord has been calling you to do, but you've been putting it off? 
Is there something that you know you need to say or do or stop doing? Do it now through the 
power and help of the Holy Spirit. Ask God to help you to stop doing whatever it is that needs 
to be done with and buried. Whatever it may be, live in the freedom of obedience to Christ 
today. 

 
 
 

Editorials are welcome.  
250 words or less. 

Email to:  
news@meridianweekly.com 

Must include name.
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Senior Spotlight

We Are Your  
Smile Specialists!

• Evening Hours 
• Children & Adults

Dr. Tammy A Mika 
Dr. William P. Horal 
Dr. Richard Halliday

Healthy Kids/MI Child/Healthy MI

114 N. Main St., Perry  
perrydental.org 

517-625-4163Long Term Care Rehabilitation Center Hospice/Respite Care

  Our quality staff delivers 24-hour a day compassionate care 
by Registered Nurses, Licensed Practical Nurses 

 and Certified Nursing Aides.  
"From Hospital to Rehab to Home; Let Us Get You There"

We accept Managed Medicare Plans i.e. Humana, Med Plus Blue, McLaren,  
Medicaid and Private Pay Options

201 S. Front St. • Chesaning, MI • 989-845-6602

P Physical Therapy 
P Speech Therapy 
P Fractures & Wound Care 
P Post-Surgery Recovery 

P Occupational Therapy 
P Orthopedic Therapy 
P Stroke Rehabilitation 
P Cognitive Therapy

HHHH Four Star Rating

If You’re  
Looking for  

QUALITY CARE, 
You’ve Found It!

We Focus on EYE Health

Dr. David L. Peters 
(989) 224-6651 

611 W. State St., Suite A 
(At the corner of Morton & M-21) 

St. Johns, MI 48879 
 

Call Today for Appt. 
Accepting Most Insurances

The holiday season can sometimes be difficult for certain 
people, even though it’s a time for cheer, happiness, and cele-
bration for most.  

Those who are grieving the loss of a loved one, suffering 
from loneliness, fighting medical conditions, or are separated 
from their family and friends, can find the holidays to be noth-
ing more than a struggle instead.  

People's emotional state of well-being can change from 
season to season, without any warning signs that we see. 
There’s no way to know how different situations will affect 
someone. They could have triggers that are set off by the holi-
day spirit of things such as; the smell of gingerbread cookies 
baking, putting up the lights, or anything at all that sparks a 
reminder of what they’re lacking during the season.  

Now those things might not seem to be any big deal, but for 
the person who is triggered, it’s a completely different story. 
Those simple things may set the person into a downward spiral 
which can become devastating for them to deal with through 
the holidays either around people or alone. It can lead to anxi-
ety, panic attacks, depression, deepening their loneliness, 
heightening stress levels, and more, creating an open door for 
other health problems.  

This holiday season let’s be more aware of those around us 
and give the gift of caring to everyone we see, known or 
unknown, both young and old. After all, emotional well-being 
has no age limit, race type, nor any set creed. Let’s all enjoy the 
holidays together in harmony and set out to create happiness 
through the community.  

If you’re someone who 
doesn’t handle the holidays so 
easily then try something new 
or take a different way of 
approaching it with people who 
have a light shining within 
them, to help you see your way 

Struggling for Happiness?
 by LeeAnna Woods  

Licensed Therapist, Reiki Master and Owner 
of Healing Feather Wellness 
www.HealibgFeatherWellness.com 

(810) 339-0260

1605 Vandekarr Rd. 
Owosso

Encouraging optimal  
functioning in spirit,  

body and mind.

(989) 723-3807
Kimberly Bowen, RN, BSN

through the season. Maybe join a group for the holiday spirit 
of helping others or volunteer in the community to celebrate 
the season in another way. Just being around others can be 
enough to boost the endorphins in the body creating a positive 
mood.  

If you are one of those people who are a shining light dur-
ing the season, then shine even brighter this year, because 
there’s still a lot of darkness lingering out there. Maybe secret-
ly adopt a family or person who needs some extra light in their 
life during this time. It can be as simple as a phone call just to 
say you were thinking about them, up to spending money to 
help them with their needs. Nothing is never too big but more 
importantly, anything is never too little!  

Here are some ideas for things to do or gifts that perhaps 
they would never think about doing for themselves;  

•drop off a few bags of groceries with maybe some special 
snacks.  

•take them out to eat.  
•get them a tree or decorations.  
•give them a gift certificate for wellness (massage, Reiki, 

yoga, haircut, manicure or pedicure, etc.)  
•surprise them with a special photo session by a local pho-

tographer (like Sun & Moon Photography in Saint John’s).  
•take them to the movies.  
•take them out for an activity (golf, bowling, arcade, sports 

game, etc.)   
•spend quality time with them.  
•start a yearly holiday ritual with them.  
The list can go on forever with ideas but the main one is, 

you thought of them and you cared enough to let them know in 
a special way. It’s literally the fact that someone took the time 
to actually care about them.  

You can even do this for a complete stranger too. If you 
have or get a feeling that you could brighten up or help a per-
son you see, then do it. Give them a compliment on their outfit, 
hair color, cologne, or eyes. Pay for their coffee in line or tell 
the waitress that you’re paying for their meal without them 
knowing. It’s no different than paying in forward and can you 
imagine if we all began doing it?! The world would be chang-
ing in a positive way, by becoming less greedy and more lov-
ing, by being less ego driven and more caring. If that’s not 
shining a light for the holidays, then what is? We should con-
tinue to do things like this throughout the year, but for now, the 
human population probably needs to take baby steps.  

Either way, looking for the light or becoming a light, it cre-
ates happiness and well-being for everyone involved. It also 
helps improve the emotional and mental health of people that 
aren't seen but are felt.  

Stay healthy and bright this winter. Have a wonderful hol-
iday season and smile, you’re worth it! Merry Christmas and 
have a happy new year.  

Best of Health & Positive Energy, 
~Healing Feather Wellness  
“Balancing Body, Mind, & Spirit”  
Saint John’s, MI. , (810)339-0260

Commodity Supplemental 
Food Program (60 and Over)  

submitted by Becky Zemla 
Capital Area Community Services, Inc. is taking applica-

tions for the U.S.D.A. Commodity Supplement Food Program. 
This program provides nutritious food, on a monthly basis to 
low-income residents of Shiawassee County who are 60 years 
of age or above. 

Persons sixty years of age or older (130% Poverty index 
guidelines) To qualify, individuals must lie in Shiawassee 
County and meet program guidelines. 

Family size 1 - $17,667; family size 2 - $23,803; family 
size 3 - $29,939. For each additional family member add 
$6,136. 

Distribution for Shiawassee County will begin January 4, 
2023 at Capital Area Community Services, 1845 Corunna Ave., 
Owosso, MI 48867.  9:00 am to 12:00 Noon and 1:00 pm to 
4:00pm. 

January 4, 2023 will be drive thru only. 
If you have any questions, please call 989-723-3115. 
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Sports

Downtown Ovid • (989) 834-5389
MAIN BAR & 

Monday Thru Friday
11:30am - 2:00pm - 5:00pm

$150
Domestic 20oz Bottles

1/2 OFF
Select Appetizers Weekly

Life insurance can help 
pay mortgage, bills

Leave a legacy 
of lower debt
Leave a legacy  
of lower debt

Jason’s neighbor, a widow, sold her home six months after her husband died.
The woman told Jason she was moving from the neighborhood because she
couldn’t afford the mortgage, credit cards and car loan without her husband.
Jason was unsettled thinking debt could force his family into the same pre-
dicament.

Life insurance can provide peace of mind for you and the loved ones you
leave behind. The income tax-free death benefit can help pay for housing
and debt, as well as funeral costs and living expenses.

A Modern Woodmen of America financial representative can review flexible
and affordable life insurance options. The more you learn about your
options, the better prepared you can be to select the type of life insurance
that’s best for you and your family.

Edward J. Arthur, FIC
9790 E. M-21
Ovid, MI 48866
B 989-834-3300
C 517-896-5338
edward.j.arthur@mwarep.org

Let’s start the conversation.

Registered representative. Securities offered through MWA Financial Services Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Modern Woodmen of America. Member: FINRA, SIPC.

HEATING & COOLING

 
Laingsburg ~ 517-282-4347 ~ 517-651-2233

Licensed and Insured

1st ANNUAL  
O-E BASEBALL  

CHICKEN DINNER
Saturday, January 14th 

Ovid/Lions VFW Hall 
4pm-8pm Downtown Ovid 

 
Tickets available at the door which 

includes dinner and door prize raffle. 
$20 Per Person 

Kids age 5 and under are Free 
Cash or check accepted 

There will also be a silent auction. 
 

Sponsors:Country Kitchen-Chicken Dinner 
Main Bar & Grill-Beverage 

Modern Woodmen-Matching Fund 
 

For more information  
Call Brian Young at 269-838-1133 

 
If you are unable to make the fundraising din-

ner and would like to donate to the cause, 
checks may be made out to Ovid-Elsie Baseball 

and mailed to Brian Young,  
1012 S. Hollister Road, Ovid, MI 48866. 

 

O-E Wrestling Grads  
Competing On the Mats  
This Winter at Adrian 

ADRIAN – 
Alexis Hart-Butcher 
and Sharla Juhas are 
alums of the Ovid-
Elsie wrestling pro-
gram competing on 
the mats this winter 
for the Adrian 
College Bulldogs. 

The Adrian 
women's wrestling 
team fell to cross 
town rivals Siena 
Heights, 27-20, in their most recent action before the 2022 hol-
iday season. The highlight of their young campaign was a 1st 
place team finish at the Albion Invitational. 

The Lady Bulldogs will have an extended break before they 
travel to NWCA Multi-Divisional National Duals in Louisville, 
Kentucky on January 6 and 7 to begin the 2023 calendar year. 

Alexis  
Hart-Butcher

Sharla 
Juhas

O-E’s Koutz Continues 
Collegiate Cross-Country 

Career at Adrian 
ADRIAN — Emme 

Koutz, the daughter of Adam 
and Rebecca Koutz and an 
Ovid-Elsie HS graduate, 
recently completed her junior 
year in cross-country for the 
Adrian Bulldogs. 

Emme has run a colle-
giate-best 6k time of 25:00.5 
at the Knight Invite. 

She graduated Summa 
Cum Laude in 2020 from 
Ovid-Elsie High School, as a 
member of the National 
Honors Society. 

In cross-country for the Marauders, she was First Team All-
Conference in 2016, 2018, and 2019; a State Qualifier 2016-
2018; and an individual Mid-Michigan Activities Conference  
champion in 2017 

At Adrian, Emme is majoring in Teacher Education.

Randolph’s
• Septic Cleaning  

• Drainfield & System Repair 
• Excavating Service 

Family Owned & Operated in St. Johns Since 1952

989-224-3766 
517-749-5532

Wolfpack Runs Off Stretch in 
2nd Quarter to Win Battle of 

Unbeatens 
CORUNNA — Laingsburg and Durand both entered their 

Corunna Holiday Tournament as unbeatens here December 28. 
After a numbing flurry in the second quarter — a 17-3 run 

— coach Dan Morrill’s Wolfpack never looked back, winning 
the contest 84-53. 

Junior Zander Woodruff of Laingsburg led all scorers with 
29 points.  Ty Randall had a huge first half and added 14.  
Connor Hulliberger chipped in 11 for the Wolfpack.   

The Railroaders were led by Gabe Lynn with 22.   
LHS stays unbeaten at 4-0 (1-0 in CMAC play) while 

Durand goes to 5-1. 
Morrill’s charges took on host Corunna for the Holiday 

Tournament championship on Friday evening at CHS.  

Happy Birthday, Isedeane! 
Isedeane Applebee will be 

celebrating her 90 birthday on 
January 9th, 2023 with a get 
together with her immediate 
family.   

If you'd like to help 
Isedeane celebrate, birthday 
wishes can be sent to P.O. Box 
45, Ovid, MI 48866.

Celebrating 100th Birthday 
On Tuesday, January 

10, 2023, or 
Mom/Grandmother, Rose 
Ellen Senrud will celebrate 
her 100th Birthday.  

Help us come rate this 
milestone by showering 
her with blessings.  

Cards may be sent to 
her at 826 W. King Street, 
5th Floor, Room 575-1, 
Owosso, MI 48867. Thank 
You & Bless You.
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Meet the Teams - Laingsburg Wolfpack

Office: 517.676.9800  
www.sheridanauctionservice.com

Auctioneers - Realtors - Appraisers 

Dave Sanders

For Your Best Deal 
On a New or Used Vehicle!

Located at the Corner of M-52 and M-57 • CHESANING, MI   
989-845-3057 • 800-882-4563 

989-725-7096 

GARBER 
Chevrolet - Buick Septic Tank Service

• Portable Restrooms • Commercial/Residential 
• Septic Tank Cleaning • Drain Cleaning 

Licensed & Insured

Call (989) 845-6280 • Chesaning

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Laingsburg Varsity Wrestling 
Front row (l-r): Jacen Smakal, Tucker Nethaway, Aden Baynes, Dustin Winans, Sean Divine, Mikey Brooks, 
Garrett Mathews. Second row (l-r): Troy Mathews, Wyatt Stanfield, Jack Borgman, Jay Montgomery, Dano 
Winans, Noah Gentner, Kyle Boettcher, Dylan Soldon, Bryce Smith. Third row (l-r): Ethan Schneedberger, Logan 
Robinson, Alex Forcier, Aaron Willouby, Thomas Smith, Felix Ramierez, Marlon Graham, Sebastian Ruff. 
Back row (l-r): Sawyer Shastal, Tyler Woodbury, Jacob Slider, Caleb Boettcher, Carter Schlaack, Riley Kieffer, 
Brad Dedic, Marty Meyer, Coach Baynes. Not pictured: Kyrese Demp, Cade Fuller, Noah Deveraux, Zach 
Grandy,  Alex Grandy, Lorenzo Stuckey, Gauge Ream, Charlie Porbusky, Dylan Koenig, Coach Kevin Koenig, 
Coach John Hummel, Coach Matt McDougal and Coach Dan Clevenger. Photo by Deb Price. 
 

Laingsburg Girls Varsity Basketball 
Team includes: Mallory Woodbury, Evelyn Logghe, Callie Clark, Ella Merrell, Ashlee Hawes, 
Brenna Highfield, Bella Strieff, Kyleigh Luna, Ellie Baynes, Head Coach Doug Hurst, Asst. 
Coaches: Troy Hill, Eric Wade. Photo by Deb Price

Laingsburg Boys JV Basketball 
Front row (L-r): Mitchell George, Greg Stewart, Leandro Dolega-Caceres, Colin Hart, Logan 
Holm. Back row (l-r):  Jake Rivet, Dominic Garcia, Dylan Hoard, Dylan Witgen, Emilio Garcia, 
Head Coach: Dillon Bates. Missing Josiah Hawes. Insert: Max Powers. Photo by Deb Price

Laingsburg Girls JV Basketball 
Team includes: Jameson Conklin, Savvy Stirm, Harper Strouse, Grace Knull, Alaina Asher, 
Samantha Lapinski, Morgan LaMacchia, Skylar Stiff, Samantha Knoblauch, Bella Latuszek, 
Justine Miller, Head Coach Kara Mahoney, Asst. Coach Andrea Mahoney. Photo by Deb Price
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Meet the Teams - Laingsburg Wolfpack

Laingsburg Boys Freshman Basketball 
Team includes: Everett Rodriquez, Liam Esch, Logan West, Kollin Bentley-Barr, Waylon 
Rowley, Leandro Dolega-Caceres, Josiah Hawes, Evan Lefevre, Nate Malone, Kaleb Salas. 
Head Coach Brian Borgman. Photo by Deb Price

A Look Back Through 2022

Strieff Signing: LCC coach Emily Quintero, Lorna and dad / coach JJ Strieff make it offi-
cial: Lorna’s college career will start at LCC. See story on page 9.

Striefff Signs with LCC 
February 22, 2022

Talan Parsons, sophomore, brough home the State Championship for 103# weight division.

State Champion 
Parsons dominated the competiton at Ford Field 

March 13, 2022

District Champs 
March 13, 2022

O-E Lady Marauder District Champs: (Back row l-r) Chris Parker, Coach Cunningham, 
Lilly Bates, Ava Bates, Braeden Tovar, Evelyn Cole, Katie Lori, Danika Campbell, Erin Witt and 
Jason Tovar. (Middle Row l-r) Alexa Murphy, Izzy Lorne’s, Hailee Campbell, Rylee Lewis, Kia 
Longoria, Kadley Bukantis. (Front row l-r) Braylon Byrnes, Caitlyn Walter and Kaylee Hall. 
Congratulations Ladies!! See story page 13 and pages 10, 11 and 12 for more sports coverage. 

Photo by Denise Burgess

Lady Maruaders Move to First Place 
 in MMAC 

Thursday night, December 22nd, the 
Ovid-Elsie Lady Marauders took on the 
visiting Chesaning Indians in an MMAC 
showdown which features two undefeat-
ed conference opponents. Ovid-Elsie 
would come away with the victory, 54-
15. 

Senior Kiah Longoria came out and 
scored 10 first quarter points to pace the 
Lady Marauders to a 23-3 first quarter 
advantage. Ovid-Elsie followed it up 
with an 11-5 second quarter and a 18-1 
third quarter before surrendering the 
fourth quarter 7-2. Ovid-Elsie led by as 
many as 44 points which brought a run-
ning clock into play. 

“I’m just so impressed with our 
defensive intensity,” said Head Coach 
Ryan Cunningham. “That’s the third 
straight game we’ve held our opponent to 
under ten points in the first half. Our girls 
take great pride in our defense and it real-
ly showed tonight. It was probably the 
most compete game - offensively and 
defensively - that we have played this 
season.” 

Junior Evalyn Cole led all scorers 
with 20 points while adding 8 steels and 
6 rebounds and fellow classmate Braeden 
Tokar added 11 points and 4 assists. Ava 
Bates added 8 points and 5 rebounds 
while Ellyanna Carman chipped in with 3 
points and 3 rebounds and Izzy Loynes had 
2 points to round out the Marauder scor-
ing. 

The Lady Marauders collected 18 steels on 33 Indian turnovers and handed out 12 assists on 
21 made baskets. Rebounding was deadlocked at 25-25 but Ovid-Elsie out shot Chesaning 41% 
to 21% from the floor. Ovid-Elsie committed just 8 turnovers on the night. 

Ovid-Elsie (5-2, 4-0 MMAC) will be idle until Ithaca (6-0) comes to town on January 3rd. 
Chesaning falls to 4-3 and 3-1 in the MMAC.

Sports

 Evalyn Cole going for the layup and another 2 
points of her 20 point total against Chesaning. 

                      Photo by Denise Burgess
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Classifeds Get Results!  
Deadline Thursdays at 4pm 

ads@meridianweekly.com.  989-834-2264

Thornton & Sons 
Construction & Design Inc.

• Remodeling Specialists • Kitchens • Bathrooms  
• Wood Basements • New Homes • Architectural Design

Phone: 989-862-4889 

Licensed Builder 
Lead Certified Renovator 

Veterans Affairs Approved

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY 
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People 

Find What They’re Looking For! 1

Experienced • Equipped • Insured
Stump Removal

989-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561 

 3 ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS ON STAFF

Miller/Bartz 
Septic

200 ft. of hose

2 Locations 
Ovid 

834-2733 
Owosso 

743-5055

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a  
double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a  
circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

• Full Service  
Auto Repair

9779 M-21, Ovid 
(989) 834-5031

FERRALL’S 
TREE

Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc. In Business

“Old Fashioned Service with Modern Technology”

only$22  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

only$22  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

D  D Construction

Licensed Builder

&

Donnie Orweller

989-307-3156
All your residential building needs  

Concrete, Siding, Roofing, Remodeling

only$22  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

only$22  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

BASEMENT  
WATERPROOFING 

FOUNDATION REPAIR 
CRAWL SPACE

1-800-STAY-DRY
782-9379

517-327-3446 - OVID
email - info@staydryinc.com 
staydrywaterproofing.com

COMPOSITE 
PALLETS 

FOR SALE  
 Available at  
The Weekly  

(989) 834-2264

Roughly  
48” x 48” 

Great  
for  

Storage 
$10  

Each

It’s Never Too Late to 
Build Your Childs  

Self-Esteem 
Dear Andy,   My first marriage lasted 

20 years.  We had 2 beautiful children, 
and I was lucky to be a stay- at-home 
mom.   We were hands-on parents, and 
we did a great job raising our kids.  We 
provided them with everything they needed and more.  However, to this day, they are in their 
20’s and do not make very good decisions unless we walk them through it, step by step.   It’s our 
own fault; we allowed them to be completely dependent on us. I cooked all the meals, and my 
daughter or son do not have a clue in the kitchen.  We paid for whatever they needed over the 
years, including college, but they have very little sense of costs or expenses when it comes to 
them being independent in the “real world.”  They both are good students and are academically 
successful with a potential of a satisfying career.  Their dad and I are on good terms and still 
have our “nearly adult” children, as always, a priority.  

I am happily remarried and have two more beautiful children.  We have Sunday dinner 
together and go on our vacations together in the summer and during the holiday breaks.   The 
older kids go to their dad’s one weekend and visit my home the opposite weekend.  They both 
love their stepsisters, and we love them being a part of our lives.   Our concern is…we want the 
younger girls to grow up making more of their own decisions and being more independent.   I 
am such an organizer and planner; I am afraid I will be making the same mistakes.   Do you have 
any suggestions?  Super Mom 

 
Dear Super Mom, Unfortunately, children do not come with instruction booklets, so experts 

have written tons of books for parents.  It’s not too late to work with your older children.  On 
Sunday’s plan meals that your older daughter can assist you in preparing the food.  Work up to 
the time when she will prepare the complete meal by herself.   Make a cookbook of family 
recipes and easy meals for both your (nearly adult) children.   Take her grocery shopping with 
you or send her to the store with a list and coupons.   Set up a budget for both of your adult chil-
dren.  Be honest about how much everything costs. 

If you are still paying for extra expenses and they are not working for their spending money, 
give them a date to find a part-time job.    If they cannot find a paid internship in their academic 
field, there is nothing wrong with working at the school bookstore, or a restaurant as a waiter, or 
scooping ice cream.  It will give them a sense of responsibility and money you will not need to 
hand out.  Encourage them to save 25% of their new income for vacation.  It will give them a 
sense of pride to spend their own money and a better understanding of how much life costs.  
Everything can be a lesson in work ethics and responsibility.  Chores without money as part of 
their life will also be a life lessons and skills they can take with them into their adult life.  

As for your next generation of children, to become wise decision makers, children must be 
allowed to make decisions.  Allow the girls to pick between 2 outfits that you lay out.   Let them 
decide and support them.  Say how adorable they look and compliment them when they have 
made a “good” choices.  Another strategy that works is my favorite phrase …”you decide, sweet-
ie.”   When you are at a restaurant give them 2 choices and let them decide.   As parents we are 
placed in the decision-making role by their million questions every day.  Like, “Can I have a 
snack?”  “Can I go outside to play?” “Can I call my girlfirend?”…  These common questions 
typically have a “yes” or “no” answer.   So, if it is going to be a “yes” empower your children 
(any age) to make the decision themselves.  

Learn the phrase, “You Decide.”  If your answer is “No,” by all means say “no.”  I always 
like to give a single reason but that is just my personal preference.  But only one…if you start 
listing reasons then you lose your creditability.  Instead of being the authoritarian figure by mak-
ing all their decisions, you will give your children the opportunity to experience their independ-
ent thinking process.   When they have mastered some decision-making skills, you can add some 
qualifying conditions. 

 Such as, “Can I watch television?”  Say, “If you can keep the sound low so it won’t disturb 
anyone else; you decide.”  or answer the question, “Can I call my friend?”  by saying, “…when 
you finish the dishes. You decide.”    This will help them develop good “decision-making skills” 
while processing “thinking skills” at the same time.    Playing family games are an important 
part of the decision-making process for each person and playing together strengthens decisions 
as they participate, especially parents.   

 Other phrases like “It’s up to you,” “It’s your choice,” “You chose,” “You can decide.”  Or 
“I am happy with whatever you decide. “Always treat your child with respect, honesty and kind-
ness and they will grow up with the good characteristics you are hoping for them.  Do not patron-
ize or let them control every situation…it is ok to say “no way!”  

My favorite book to recommend is YOUR CHILD’S SELF-ESTEEM by Dorothy Briggs.  
Her proven strategies have helped millions of parents repeatedly over the years.  Her ideas can 
be adapted to any age child.  It is my belief that It is never too late to build your child’s confi-
dence and self-esteem.   Andy at ask_andy@aol.com or ask_andy@gmail.com

Editorial

Ask 
Andy

Have a Question  
for Andy?  

Submit them to: 
ask_andy@aol.com 

 
You can also mail or drop questions 

off to: Meridian Weekly  
P.O. Box 11, Ovid, MI 48866 
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C L A S S I F I E D S  D I R E C TO RY
AUCTION

LAND WANTED
WANTED: Farm Land wanted to 
rent for 2021 and beyond. Also 
farm land to purchase on land 
contract. Contact Don Cuthbert at 
(517) 881-1724 or email 
1don.cuthbert@gmail.com       
                                       1604tf 
--------------------------------------------

FARM
WE INSTALL: Steel roofs on 
high barns. Free estimates. Ask 
for John 616-527-3635.        
                                     1525tf 
---------------------------------------- 

HANDYMAN: Leaf removal, 
eavestrough cleaning, power 
washing (houses & decks). Call 
to schedule snow removal (resi-
dential & business), painting 
(exterior & interior). Call Jim 
today 517-881-9977.   1654tf                   
----------------------------------------- 

J & M WELL DRILLING & 
Service, Inc. Emergency 
Service. Perry 517-675-5956 
Owosso 989-743-5626 
Point of Sale Work, 5” PVC 
Well Drilling, Well Repairs, 
Pumps and Tanks, 
Chlorinating and Testing. 
www.waterhelpnow.com.  TF          

BONGAS PRESSURE  
WASHING SERVICES on 
Facebook: Powerwashing, 
staining and booking now for 
interior painting services. 
Residential homes and decks. 
Fully insured. Free Estimates. 
Erik Bonga, 1-989-287-3094. 
                                     1619tf 
----------------------------------------- 

FERRALL’S FIREWOOD: 
Good quality hardwood. Family 
owned & operated since 1978. 
(989) 862-4453; (989) 666-
0561                           1534tf 

SERVICES

Meridian Weekly 

989-834-2264Fax: 989-834-2066 
ads@meridianweekly.comnews@meridianweekly.com 

deb.price@meridianweekly.com

AMISH BUILT storage sheds 
and mini cabins delivered to 
your site anywhere in Michigan! 
Starting at $2,500.00. 
mynextbarn.com 
989-832-1866                 CPM 
----------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS

Multiple Online Estate 
Auctions Weekly! Great 
selection of: Collectibles; 
Antqiues; Household; 
Lawn/Garden; Shop; Tools; 
Furniture; Sporting Goods and-
more. For your convenience, 
shipping is available as noted. 
www.EstateAuctionExperts.com 
248-987-0030.            CPM 
----------------------------------------

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gut-
ter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call  
1-844-369-2501.           CPM 
-----------------------------------------

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer 
service. Limited time offer - get 
$50 off on any new account. 
Use code GIFT50. For more 
information, call  
1-855-947-2891          CPM 
-----------------------------------------

Trouble Hearing your TV? 
Try TV EAR’s Voice Clarifying 
Wireless TV Speaker. Better 
than a soundbar and/or turning 
the TV volume way up. Special, 
limited time $50 off offer. Call 
TV Ears,Use cod MBSP50. Call 
1-844-532-0612.         CPM 
-----------------------------------------

HALL RENTALS

METAL ROOFING  regular and 
shingle style, HALF OFF ON 
SPECIAL COLORS! Also, life-
time asphalt shingles available. 
Licensed and insured builders. 
Quality work for 40 years! 
AMISH CREW.   517-575-3695
                                       CPM 
----------------------------------------

BUSINESS SERVICES

MATTRESSES
ADJUSTABLE Bed Brand New 
with Imcomfort gel memory 
foam mattress.  Retail Cost 
$3,995.00, sacrifice for $875.00.  
Call for showing or delivery:  
989-615-2951.                        
                                       CPM 
----------------------------------------

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-835-7273 Hablamos 
Espanol.                         CPM 
-----------------------------------------

MEDICAL

WE BUILD ALL WINTER 
LONG. BEST BUILT BARNS 
Best Quality, Best Service, 
NOW IN OUR 25th YEAR! 
OVER 4,000 BUILDINGS IN 
MID MICHIGAN. Call for 
QUOTES. License/Insured  
9 8 9 - 2 0 5 - 2 5 3 4 .                         
                                      CPM 
-----------------------------------------

POLE BARNS

VACATION RENTALS

Attention Cottage, Condo, 
Vacation Homeowners. 
Advertise your Vacation Rental 
Properties with Community 
Papers of Michigan’s Michigan 
MegaMarket Classified 
Network. Reach over 1.2 Million 
households per-week with your 
in-state or out-of-state vacation 
rental ad. Call 1-800-783-0267 
ext. 1 for details.            CPM 
----------------------------------------- 

REPLACE your roof with the 
best looking and longest lasting 
material - steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multi-
ple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer - $500 dis-
count + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-888-718-1856.       
                                      CPM 
----------------------------------------- 

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator $0 
Money Down + Low Monthly 
Payment Options Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage.  
1-855-922-0420.                  CPM 
-----------------------------------------

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! 
Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional  
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  
Call: 877-401-2404.          CPM 
---------------------------------------- 

MISCELLANEOUS

Get DIRECTV for $64.99/mo for 
12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Save an additional 
$120 over 1st year. First 3 
months of HBO Max, Cinemax, 
Showtime, Starz and Epix 
included! Directv is #1 in 
Customer Satifaction (JD Power 
& Assoc.) Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-888-351-0154.         
                                       CPM 
----------------------------------------- 

DISH Network $64.99 For 190 
Channels! Add Blazing Fast 
Internet $19.95/month (where 
available). Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE STREAMING 
ON ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-866-950-6757               CPM 
-----------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS

The GENERAC PWRcell, 
a solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 
Request at a FREE, no obliga-
tion, quote today. Call  
1-855-476-9698.                CPM 
-----------------------------------------

ELSIE MASONIC COMMUNI-
TY CENTER RENTAL: Newly 
remodeled for parties up to 50. 
(Former Courter Drug Store) 
Any occasion. 1/2 kitchen, 
fridge, microwave. For more info 
call Bruce 517-599-0192 or Rod 
989-666-4838.             1662  
----------------------------------------- 

Florida Condo East Coast, 
rent by the week or the. month. 
Available January & April, 2023. 
Privately owned 3 Bed, 2 Bath, 
Gated community.  
269-908-1654.               CPM 
----------------------------------------- 

2

Applebee Oil 
& Propane
108 N. Mill St., 

 Ovid

989-834-2828 or 
800-882-0876

MICHIGAN 
LIVESTOCK 

SERVICE
Serving the Farm Community

989-834-2661
110 N. Main St., Ovid 

M-F 9:30-3:30pm; Sat. 9:30-12:30pm

(989) 251- 8531

PERU 
Competitive Rates 

Quality Work

Now Scheduling Small Indoor Projects 
Bathrooms • Flooring • Kitchens 

Landscaping  
& Handyman

Ray Peru

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a  

double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a  

circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY 
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People 

Find What They’re Looking For! 2

Scharnweber 
Well Drilling 
517-651-2211 
Family Owned Business 
Serving the Laingsburg & Surrounding 

Communities for Over 20 Years.

KEVIN’S BODY SHOP & TOWING
“YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP”“YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP”

Body Work • Auto Repair • Towing • Mufflers • Tires • Alignments  
Brakes • Diagnostics • Tune Ups • Engine Work • Suspensions • Air 
Conditioning • Lube & Oil • Performance & Stock Mufflers • Custom 

Pipe Bending • Interstate Batteries • Rims • Courtesy Cars
(989) 862-5026 
7575 N. Hollister Rd., Elsie

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5 
After Hours By Appt.

MIDSTATE SALES AND SERVICE
Outdoor Power Equipment

3251 W. M-21 
St. Johns, MI 48879 
(989) 224-2711 
(800) 582-8152 
(989) 224-1781 Fax 
email:mehney@frontier.com

P O W E R   T O O L S

www.midstatesalesandservice.com

only$22  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

only$22  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

only$22  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

only$22  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

• Agriculture • Construction• Welding

FRAKER FARM SERVICE, LLC

Zach Fraker

•  In Shop Repair • Mobile Repair and Welding 
• Multiple Heavy Equipment Certifications on Various Makes

Saint Johns, MI 

989-534-1251 

FrakerFarmSvc@gmail.com

204 S. Main • Ovid •  Phone: (989) 834-6288

FOR SALE
SEASONED FIREWOOD: Four 
face cord. $250. Call Jim at  
517-881-9977.              1662 
----------------------------------------- 
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Russ Seigel Named Memorial Healthcare 
December EOM 

submitted by Melissa Neuhaus 
 Owosso, Michigan – Memorial Healthcare is pleased to announce Russ Seigel, a Skilled 

Maintenance employee in the Plant Operations department for being selected as our December 
Employee of the Month.  Russ has been employed at Memorial Healthcare since May 2013.  

According to his nomination, “Russ always has the best interest of the patient in mind with 
anything he does. Since I have been employed at MHC, there have been many instances that I 
have needed assistance with from him, from overseeing installation of new flooring, unclogging 
toilets to plowing our off-site parking lots. Russ is always friendly and very prompt when a serv-
ice is requested. Russ truly takes pride in his job and goes above expectations to ensure timely 
resolution!” 

Russ lives in Owosso, has one daughter who was recently married and lives in East Lansing. 
His hobbies include golfing, bowling and boating.  An interesting fact about Russ is that he was 
a past Mr. Owosso.  Russ’s personal outlook is, “Is to see the world with a positive outlook, to 
see the glass as half-full and to always ask how I can help others?”  He would like to be remem-
bered as someone who made a difference in the lives of those around him.  On being honored as 
Memorial Healthcare’s Employee of the Month, Russ is quoted as saying, “The staff at the off-
site offices are the best and they make my day brighter.” 

Pictured (l-r):  Charlie Thompson, Director of Facilities, Abbie Majzel, Vice President, 
Talent Management, Russ Seigel and Josh Wissinger, Facilities Manager 
 

Memorial Heatlthcare Cancer Center 
Welcomes New Hematologist/Oncologist 

submittted by Dianna Vsetula 
Owosso – Memorial Healthcare is pleased to welcome Dr. 

Anas Alsara to the Cancer Center. 
 Dr. Anas Alsara is board-certified in Medical Oncology and 

Hematology. He is a clinical assistant professor at Michigan State 
University and has extensive research experience as well as sev-
eral publications in cancer research. After completing his fellow-
ship at Michigan State University, he served as a hematologist and 
oncologist in Midland, Michigan. 

 Dr. Alsara is a member of the American Society of 
Hematology (ASH), American Society of Clinical Oncology 
(ASCO), and Michigan Society of Hematology and Oncology 
(MSHO). 

 

Beautifying Laingsburg AND Open  
For Business     

by Karen 
A n d e r s o n , 
L a i n g s b u r g 
Correspondent 

LAINGSBURG 
-   Have you noticed 
the beautiful potted 
plants and colorful 
umbrellas on Grand 
River in downtown 
Laingsburg? Paula 
Willoughby, City 
Clerk and Amanda 
Aldrich, Deputy 
Clerk worked on a 
City improvement 
Grant with the I-69 
Thumb Region 
Mini-Grant Program.  The City recently received approval for $2,000 and the City Council 
matched the Grant with another $2,000 along with a $2,000 match from the Laingsburg 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA).   

A total of $6,000 was spent on letting the community know they are open for business, with 
the continued CDC restriction wearing masks and social distancing guidelines.   The monies pur-
chased flowers and 7 large pots which were planted by Girl Scout Troop.  The grant paid for 15 
outdoor tables with an umbrella and 60 chairs    More outdoor seating will offer the businesses 
more customers who are not currently allowed to operate at full capacity.    

At the time of this article, the umbrellas were being shipped.  For now, additional seating 
will help the businesses who are serving with limited capacity, according to Paula Willoughby, 
City Clerk.  She stated, “The Laingsburg City Council, the DDA, and business owners are excit-
ed and supportive of this project.”         

 Two tables are being placed in front of Tammy’s Café & Bakery.  They are only serving 
take-out, at this time.   Two more tables in front of Rose Villa Retreat, three tables in front of 
PDP’s Pizzeria, and as many as regulations allow in front of Twilligers full-menu Restaurant and 
Tavern.  

A special thank you from the City to the Girl Scouts for planting the flowers.  It takes all of 
us to make a small town successful.  Thank you!   
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