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Cole Workman celebrated his 100th win on December 29th during the Ionia 25th Michael 
Adamson Invitational. Congratulations Cole!   

Shiawassee County First Baby of 2024 
submitted by Melissa Neuhaus 
Owosso – Memorial Healthcare 

is pleased to announce the arrival of 
the first new baby of 2024.   

Zhavia Lockwood was born on 
January 3, 2024, at 2:23 am, she 
weighed 7 lbs., 5 oz. and was 20 
inches long.  She is the daughter of 
Alexis Lockwood of Owosso. 

In celebration of the 2024 New 
Year’s baby, the community gener-
ously donated a basket of gifts to the 
family. 

To learn more about Memorial 
Healthcare’s Family Birth Place, 
please visit https://www.memorial-
healthcare.org/health/family-birth-
place/. 

New Blood Exam Tested at Sparrow Receives 
Initial FDA Clearance 

submitted by John Foren 
LANSING, MI – A new 

blood test that can be analyzed 
within minutes and was tested at 
Sparrow has received clearance 
from the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA). 

QScout™, developed by Ad 
Astra Diagnostics, a North 
Carolina-based research and 
development firm, is a unique 
and innovative tool previously 
not available in the United States. It reduces patient pain and increases their satisfaction because 
it allows providers to draw blood by simply poking the patient’s finger. QScout™ also allows 
reading of white blood cell counts (WBC) and other diagnostics immediately in the doctor’s 
office. Another benefit: QScout™ allows sepsis to be caught earlier. 

"By quickly providing vital metrics such as a WBC count, QScout™ has the potential to 
deliver life-saving information to millions of people working in even the most urgent emergency 
and intensive care settings where every minute matters," said Ted Glynn, M.D., Sparrow vice 
president, medical education and research. "Sepsis is the leading global killer, which is why I am 
excited to see this important regulatory achievement from our partners and colleagues at Ad 
Astra Diagnostics. Delivering these diagnostic measures in close to real-time offers the potential 
to transform patient care." 

Working with Sparrow Laboratories and the Sparrow Clinical Research Institute, Ad Astra 
Diagnostics tested the new technology at several Sparrow sites of care. Sparrow is a leader in 
Lansing’s burgeoning medical technology field and is helping to shape the future of health care. 
With the FDA approval, QScout™ move closer to being used in care settings and in laborato-
ries. 

To learn more about Sparrow’s research work, go to Sparrow.org/departments-
conditions/sparrow-clinical-trialsJanuary is Radon Action Month 

submitted by Grace Dennis 
The Shiawassee County 

Health Department urges area 
residents to test their homes for 
radon by providing FREE 
radon test kits during Radon 
Action Month. 

Radon is a colorless, odor-
less, tasteless radioactive gas 
that occurs naturally in soil and 
rock. It moves upward through 
the soil and enters buildings 
through cracks and openings in 
the foundation, including 
floor/wall joints, sump open-
ings, and crawl spaces. Outdoors, the atmosphere dilutes radon, but indoors it tends to be more 
concentrated and can accumulate to unhealthy levels. 

Exposure to radon increases one’s risk of developing lung cancer. According to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer in the 
United States and is responsible for approximately 20,000 deaths nationally each year. 

A statewide survey indicates that elevated levels of radon would be expected in one out of 
eight homes in Michigan. In some counties, as many as 45% of homes could have radon test lev-
els above EPA recommended action guidelines of four (4) picocuries per liter of air. Many of the 
homes in Shiawassee County may have elevated levels of radon, placing some area residents at 
risk of developing lung cancer from prolonged exposure at these levels. 

Less than two percent of homes in Shiawassee County have been tested for radon gas. Of 
those houses that have been tested, many have been found to have elevated radon levels that 
required mitigation. Radon levels vary considerably from house to house. The only way to find 
out if an individual home has elevated radon levels is to conduct a test. 

Testing is easy and inexpensive. Kits are available year around from the Health Department 
for $5.00. However, during Radon Action Month, kits are available at NO CHARGE. Kits can 
be obtained at the SCHD - Environmental Health Division at 201 N. Shiawassee St, 3rd floor of 
the Surbeck Building in Corunna. Some hardware stores, home centers, and other retail outlets 
also sell the do-it-yourself test kits. Professional testing services are also available, though they 
are most often used for testing as part of a real estate transaction. 

Citizens interested in finding out more about radon can contact the Shiawassee County 
Health Department in Corunna at (989) 743-2390. Health Department offices are open Monday 
through Friday, 8AM to 5PM. Information is also available by calling the MDEQ toll- free infor-
mation line at 1-800-RADON GAS (1-800-723-6642). 
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Social

AGENCY NAME 
GOES HERE

CITY  •  000.000.0000
bestinsuranceagency.com

we care about your 
community. because 
it’s our community too.
simple human sense

Ovid Service Agency
Ovid • (989) 834-2288

and 
 
 

TAX

B
B

AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
Income Tax Service • Electronic Filing 

Offering Investments, Insurance 
& Complete Range of Retirement Plans 

 
Drop off hours will be 8 am to 5 pm 

Other hours by appointment 
Mailing address is P.O. Box 376, Ovid, MI 48866 

DANIEL BUKOVCIK 
101 N. MAIN ST., OVID 
Phone (989)834-2270 

Fax (989)834-2279

Beauty and 
Barbershop 

Directory
If you would like to place your 

ad in our directory, please 
call us today at:   
(989) 834-2264

Country Styles 
Hair Studio

Hair Care!

Handicap Accessible

989-862-5848 
109 S. Ovid St. Elsie

NEW HOURS:  
Mon & Wed 9-8 ; Closed Tues 

Thur 9-5; Fri 8-5; Sat 8-1

Owner/Stylist Meri Smith 
Manicurist/Stylist Erica Nichols 

Appointments Suggested

Whirlpool Pedicure Spa 
Tanning Facilities • Tanning Lotions • Gift Certificates Available.  

Call for an appt.  
Mon.-Sat. 834-2587

Matrix, Paul Mitchell, Malibu, Redken, Biolage 

Stylists:  Patty Coleson, Colleen Pennell,   
Grace Ruckle & Bob Sauer  

Full line of Hair & Nail Care Products

Corner Carousel
133 S. Main St. Ovid

Ovid Lions Club Cheese  
Sale Continues 

The Ovid Lions Club continues their Cheese Sale. The vari-
eties include Amish Creamery, Vintage Habanero, Colby Jack, 
Pepper Jack, Horseradish and Baby Swiss for $10 each or 3 for 
$25. Also available is a Variety Wheel which includes 
Colby/Pepper/Monterey Jack & Colby for $12. To order call 
Doc O’Bryant at 989-834-2425, Mary Perrien at 989-251-8517.  

The cheese is also available for purchase at the Meridian 
Weekly on Tuesdays from 8:30-noon or Wednesday and 
Thursdays from 8:30-4:00.  

This delicious Amish cheese will compliment your special 
event. 

Ovid Public Library News 
Happy New Year to all of our wonderful patrons! 

Hopefully, everyone had a safe and enjoyable holiday. We are 
hoping that you made a new years resolution to spend more 
time reading. We have lots of great books here waiting for you. 
Or maybe you would like to come join our monthly bookatsting 
group. The next meeting of the Adult Booktasting will be 
Monday, January 8 at 1:00. This is an open bookclub that any-
one can join. We all read books of our own choosing and then 
give a short synopsis of them at the meeting. Just enough to get 
someone interested but not enough to give away the plot. This 
is a fun way to learn about different books and authors and also 
to meet some new people.  

On Wednesday, January 10, we will be showing the movie 
"Remember the Night" starring Barbara Stanwyck and Fred 
MacMurray. Movie time will be 1:00. Please feel free to bring 
your own snacks. Coffee and water will be provided.  

Our next Junior Book Club will be held Monday, January 
17 at 5:30 and the next Children's Story Hour will be Friday, 
January 19 at 10:30.

Soup & Sandwiches at 
Bannister United  

Methodist Church 
There will be a Soup & Sandwiches at Bannister United 

Methodist Church on Tuesday, January 16th from NOON-3PM 
(NOTE NEW TIME) we will be serving LUNCH at NOON!  

Come & join us! We will have plenty of food and fellow-
ship! Our next luncheons will be February 20th & March 19th. 
Mark your calendars! Free will offering. 

Laingsburg Lions Free 
Spaghetti Dinner 

The next spaghetti dinner hosted by the Laingbsurg Lions 
Club in conjunction with the American Legion Post 248, will be 
held on Tuesday, January 16, 2024 from 5pm-7pm.  

The dinner will include Spaghetti, Garlic Bread, Beverage 
and Dessert. Carry Outs will be available, sorry no deliveries. 
Bring a friend, bring a neighbor and enjoy a good meal and 
some good ole fashioned conversation.

1605 Vandekarr Rd. 
Owosso

Encouraging optimal  
functioning in spirit,  

body and mind.

(989) 723-3807
Kimberly Bowen, RN, BSN

Owosso Parkinson Support 
Group Meeting 

submitted by Own Prussner 
The Owosso Parkinson Support Group to meet on 

Wednesday January 10th at 5:00pm at the Shiawassee Council 
on Aging, 300 N Washington St. Owosso. Phone  989-723-
8875.  

The Owosso Parkinson Support Group meets the second 
Wednesday of each month. If there is bad weather we will not 
meet. 

Owosso Parkinson Support Group will be discussing 
important issues members are dealing with. If you or a loved 
one is being diagnosed with Parkinson's Dsiease, please join us. 
We provide information, encouragement, fellowship and sup-
port.  

If you have any questions about Owosso Parkinson Support 
Group, please call Karen Prussner, Facilitator@ 989-723-6901.

Celebrating?  
Place A Happy  

Ad in  
The Weekly!

phone: 989-834-2264  
  fax: 989-834-2066  

ads@meridianweekly.com 

Beef Market Animal Tagging 
for the 2024 Shiawassee 

County Fair 
submitted by Carrie Rutkowski 
This year we will be holding our virtual beef weigh-in. 

Please complete the google form, link is below, to check in your 
cattle for the 2024 fair. In addition, we will have an optional in-
person check in to participate in the rate-of-gain contest. If you 
are interested in entering the contest, bring your cattle to the fair 
on Sat. April 6 between 8 am & 12 pm. Top 2 beef & dairy 
exhibitors will be recognized and awarded. Exhibitors can 
check in up to 3 cattle (for virtual check in and rate-of-gain con-
test). Families can tag cattle for multiple siblings. The form 
requires the RFID tag number and pictures of your animal. 

Please be sure to follow all directions on the form. A sepa-
rate form should be completed for EACH animal you would 
like to check in. Check in deadline  is Thursday, February 15th 
at  5:00pm. 

If you have any questions please send us an email at scas-
beef@gmail.com 

This form goes directly to the superintendents and not the 
fair office. All questions and inquiries must be sent to the above 
email. 

We are looking forward to the 2024 Shiawassee County 
Fair! 

The link for the virtual tagging is: 
https://forms.gle/CDgaPwrHWCSLJ6p68 

Animals that have not been pre-registered will not be eligi-
ble to show. Please remember this is an early check in and you 
will also need to register for your classes through the online 
entry process. No late fair entries are accepted. 
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A Look Back Through 2023

Office: 517.676.9800  
www.sheridanauctionservice.com

Auctioneers - Realtors - Appraisers 

Your Comfort
CALL

203 S. Water St., Owosso 989-723-4220
maurerheating.com

Free Estimates

Dedicated to

Dave Sanders

For Your Best Deal 
On a New or Used Vehicle!

Located at the Corner of M-52 and M-57 • CHESANING, MI   
989-845-3057 • 800-882-4563 

989-725-7096 

GARBER 
Chevrolet - Buick

MILLER’S SOFT WATER SERVICE
Sales, Rentals, Service, Salt Delivery

9450 E. M-21, Ovid

De-Icing Salt for 
Sidewalks &  
Driveways

989-834-5012

Front Row:Sister, Darcie Schultz, Mom, Maria Schultz, Gracie Schultz and Dad, Matt Schultz. Back 
Row: OE Varsity Bowling Coach, Matt Fabus, Olivet Representative, Coach Jones, OE Softball Coach, 
Felicia Gingrich and OE JV Bowling Coach, Darin Underhill.  

Gracie Schultz Signs With Olivet College 
April 16, 2023

Muse Hair Lounge Now Open in  
Downtown Ovid 

April 16, 2023

ZCBJ Lodge #225 Honors Members 
April 16, 2023

Lyla Brush, Mary Porubsky, Kathleen Washburn, Beth Morton – Pastor JD, Theresa, and 
Michelle Huhn

Elsie Baby Pantry Receives Tri-County 
Electric Community Grant 

April 23, 2023

The Meridian Weekly
Your Hometown Paper  for Sports & More 

Since 1992

Makenna Winans 
Owner of Muse 

Hair Lounge
Mattison Nethaway,  

Stylist
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Obituaries

Middlebury United 
Methodist Church 

8100 W. Hibbard Rd., Ovid 
989-834-2573 

Minister:  
Rev. Tiffany Newsom 

Worship Service  
9:00 a.m. 

ELSIE UNITED 
METHODIST 

CHURCH 
160 W. Main St., Elsi e(989) 862-5239 

 
Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. 

Pastor: JD Paik

St. Cyril Parish  
of Bannister

Mass:  Sun. 10:30am,  
Tues. 9am, Fri. 9am 

Adoration: 9:30-10:30 
517 E. Main St. 

Bannister 
We Welcome You to Come... 

Father Raj

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

163 W. Main St., Elsie 
Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 10:45 a.m. 

Watch Sunday Service on 
YouTube at elsiebaptist 
Pastor Phillip Rogers

131 West Front Street  
Ovid, MI 48866 • (989) 834-5958 

www.unitedchurchofovid.org  
or on Facebook 

Pastor Bryan Simon

Sundays am:  10:45 - Hymnsing 
                    11:00 - Worship

Office Hours: 9-1 Mon - Tue - Wed 
         9-Noon Thur • Closed Fri

United Church of Ovid
Bannister United 
Methodist Church 

103 Hanvey Street 
Pastor: Zella Daniel 

Sunday Worship 11:15am

FAITH FELLOWSHIP 
BIBLE CHURCH 

Corner of Price & Chandler, St. Johns 
Pastor: John Jakus 

Sunday School: 9:00am  
 Worship Service 10:00am 

517-651-6210

Laingsburg United 
Methodist Church 
210 Crum St., Laingsburg 

517-651-5531  
Worship Service:   10:30am 

Minister:  
Rev. Tiffany Newsom 

Advertise In Our 
Church Directory!    
Call (989) 834-2264

Roland Neil “Ron” Gallagher 
Roland Neil "Ron" Gallagher, age 88, of Ovid, MI, passed 

away Monday, January 1, 2024, at Comfort Care, Chesaning, 
Michigan.  

Ron was born in Middleton, Michigan on August 24, 1935, 
the son of Olen Judd and Evelyn Viola (Smith) Gallagher. Ron 
married Edna Elizabeth (Walsh) LaFountain on May 2, 1998, 
they were married at Shepardsville Church in Ovid, MI. Edna 
passed away on August 20, 2001. 

Ron retired from General Motors on December 31, 1998 
and was a member of the U.A.W. Local #652. Ron was a jack 
of all trades and did many things throughout his life including, 
farming, drove milk truck in his family business and 
owned/operated a gas station in Perrinton.  He was a member 
of the Perrinton Volunteer Fire Department for many years and 
coached softball in Perrinton for 19 years. He proudly served 
his country in the United States Army.  

Ron looked forward to morning visits to Mary's Country 
Kitchen to have coffee with friends. He enjoyed several years 
of bowling, fishing and deer camp with the guys. Ron also enjoyed reading, puzzles, mowing 
lawn and bird watching. Most of all, he loved spending time with his family and spending time 
with his grandchildren.  

He is survived by his children: Ronna Gallagher, Lisa Peters, Jeff (Kathy) Gallagher, Kristin 
Lance (Troy Tatroe), Cynthia LaFountain, Vicky (Daniel) Pumford, Barbara (Glen) Nethaway, 
John (April) LaFountain, Teresa (Darryl) Hornbeck, brother John (Jerilou) Gallagher, many 
grandchildren, great grandchildren, nieces, and nephews.  He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, wife, granddaughter Shelbie Peters, grandson Eric Perry, and his siblings: Les Smith, Garry 
(Kathy) Gallagher, Barbara (James) Iler, and James (Mary) Gallagher. 

Funeral Services were held at Smith Family Funeral Homes Elsie, MI, at 11:00 A.M. on 
Thursday, January 4, 2024, with his nephew, Jeremy Gallagher officiating. Burial has taken 
place at Fairfield Township Cemetery, Elsie, MI.  

Memorials may be made to the American Cancer Society. Online condolences can be sent to 
www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is being served by Smith Family Funeral 
Homes, Elsie, Michigan. 

Robert Leon “Pat” Pohl 
Robert Leon “Pat” Pohl, age 81, of Ovid, MI, passed away 

Wednesday, January 3, 2024, at his home surrounded by his fam-
ily. 

Pat was born in St. Johns, MI, on July 8, 1942, the son of 
Allie N. and Leona (Hoppes) Pohl.  He was a graduate of Rodney 
B. Wilson High School in St. Johns, with the Class of 1960. Pat 
served in the U.S. National Guard.  On December 30, 1965, he 
married Gaye A. Trombley, at St. Joseph Catholic Church in St. 
Johns, MI.  They celebrated their 58th wedding anniversary on 
December 30, 2023. 

Pat and Gaye lived in Elsie for 26 years, where they raised 
their 6 children.  Gardening was his passion. Pat was known for 
his productive and nearly weedless garden.  After 36 years of 
work at General Motors, he and Gaye moved to Paonia, 
Colorado, where he turned the high desert terrain surrounding his 
house, into a productive vegetable garden.  The Home Economics 
teacher at the local high school would take her class on a field trip to Pat’s house to learn the 
finer points of canning.  He passed on the legacy of sauerkraut and horseradish making (better 
than Ron’s) to his children.  The couple spent 19 years in Colorado, where in addition to garden-
ing, Pat managed a ranch. 

 In 2015, Pat and Gaye moved back to Michigan to be closer to their children.  He loved 
watching his children and grandchildren participate in various sports.  Pat loved his family most 
of all.  He loved farming and ranching.  Pat enjoyed playing euchre.  He was a Golden Glove 
Boxer for several years, winning many championships and making lifelong friends.  Pat was 
known for his dad jokes and good-natured manner. 

He is survived by his wife Gaye Pohl; daughter Lisa and Bret Ruess, son Rob and Lisa Pohl, 
daughter Tracie and Erick Minnard, daughter Shannon and Tom Hurst, son Chris Pohl, and son 
Jordan and Erica Pohl; 20 grandchildren; 4 great-grandchildren with one on the way; sister 
Dorothy and Mike Bertram.  Pat is also survived by several nieces, nephews, and many, many 
close friends.  Pat was preceded in death by his parents, grandson Jagger Pohl, siblings: Jeanette 
Powers, Carol Mueller, Betty Hale, Kate Prowant, Ronald Pohl, Michael Pohl, Norman Pohl, 
Mary Jane Pohl, and John Peter Pohl. 

A Memorial Service was held at Smith Family Funeral Homes – Houghton Chapel, Ovid, 
MI, . on Saturday, January 6, 2024, with Rev. Fr. Anthony Brooks and Mr. Everett Smith offici-
ating.   Burial will take place at a later date at Reed Cemetery, Laingsburg, MI. 

Memorials may be made to Memorial Healthcare Hospice.  Online condolences may be 
made at www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com.  The family is being served by Smith Family 
Funeral Homes – Houghton Chapel, Ovid, Michigan. 

Elsie Lions Club  
Wild Game Dinner  

On Monday January 8, 2024,  the Elsie 
Lions Club will hold its 30th Annual Wild 
Game Dinner. 

This will be held at the Elsie American 
Legion Hall starting at 6pm. Please bring a 
Wild Game Dish to pass or Tame and your 
place setting. Potatoes, rolls, milk and cof-
fee will be provided. 

 Guest speaker will be Terry Kemp. 
Terry will be  talking on the History and 
Creation of Commemorative Bucks. Come 
listen to Owosso resident and local 
author/publisher.  Terry has been involved with CMB almost since the inception of the organi-
zation in 1981. CMB was created to measure record Bucks in Michigan.  It eventually became 
Michigan,s official record keeping organization for not only Deer, but also Bear, Elk and Turkey. 

We will be Raffling a Savage Axis 350 Rifle Gun, tickets on sale at $10/per ticket now by 
calling Lion Richard Easlick 517-881-0024 or Lion Rick Jones 989-666-2781 or at the door if 
not sold out! 

We will also have Raffle prizes for children and adults, tickets available at door.  Mark your 
Calendars now!
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Editorial... continued on page 9

Editorials are welcome.  
250 words or less. 

Email to:  
news@meridianweekly.com 

Must include name.

SCIOTA TOWNSHIP 
Notice of Annual Budget Workshop 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
The Sciota Township Board will hold a public budget workshop for the  
2024-2025 fiscal year. This workshop will be held at 6:00 pm on Monday,  
January 8, 2024, at the Sciota Township Hall, 3990 Leland Road, Laingsburg, 
MI. The township board meeting will directly follow the budget workshop,  
beginning 7:00 p.m. Please contact the clerk for a reasonable 
accommodation 7 days prior to the meeting. 
 
  
Jamie Parker-Wing 
Sciota Township Clerk 
Office 517.651.5286 
clerk@sciotatownship.net

New Year, New (Old) Scams 
Watch out! 

Dear Andy, 
I was scammed again!   I sent for 

a 3-month FREE trial, Pay only 
S&H for a face lotion (samples .5 
oz).  Then for the next 3 months, I 
was sent the product.   At the end of the 3 months I called and asked for an extension as I had 
not yet used the product and to stop future shipping until I could try the lotion.   Then over the 
next 3 months;  6 - forty-dollar charges were made on my credit card. When I called, they 
explained it would have needed to be canceled within 14 days to avoid the full charge (small 
print in the advertisement).  I cannot understand why a company would have this kind of policy.  
They also have a no-return policy.  And, how can I use a product for 3 months if I have to cancel 
in 2 weeks?  Duped Again 

 
 Dear Duped Again, 
Meaning you have been tricked or swindled before?  Sounds like you need to read the small 

print   ie  “If it’s too good to be true, it probably is!”  …And, now that you have paid for it…use 
it!     Don’t be embarrassed.  Be Angry and take caution.   As for future scams…Be Warned…
read some of the recent scams that some of our other readers have experienced: 

One of our readers recently applied for a data entry job online.  Work from home. $32.50 per 
hour for 30 hours a week, benefits opportunities after 6 months; she passed a background check, 
passed a data entry speed test, provided letters of recommendation, and she completed the appli-
cation process, including direct deposit.   Sounds legit! 

Then the company sent a check to cover necessary office equipment to her home address 
including a $400 startup bonus for extra expenses.  She was told to deposit the $1,200 check into 
her ATM, and wait 3 days for it to clear before making purchases.  She was instructed to send 
an $800 money order to an independent location that will have the equipment pre-programmed 
and set up for her to receive assignments; she could get right to work within a week.    Since the 
money amount was recorded at the ATM, she withdrew the $800 to purchase a money order and 
sent for her equipment.   

Guess What?  It typically takes 10 days for a business check to successfully clear.  And sadly, 
there is no such company!   Not only has she lost a week of not searching for a legit job, this 
bogus company has $800 with a non-traceable money order as well as her account number and 
other personal information.  She is still out of a job and is now overdrawn in her account.   There 
are too many con artists who are “smart” crooks with too much time on their hands.  

Some other scams include: …the text notification of “packages you have ordered will be sent 
back if you do not reply to the number attached.”  DO NOT call the number.   Another scam is 
persons calling you from the Social Security office to let you know that someone else is using 
your Social Security number or there has been a mix-up in the number… Social Security DOES 
NOT call you.   Next, you have won a cruise, or you have won magazine subscriptions, or you 
have been selected to ____________.  Put anything in that blank.  It’s a scam. 

And, my favorite scam…..YOU qualify for only paying $40.00 a month on your student 
loan… Oh no,   Andy…yes me, I learned the hard way….I was scammed $7,000 (over 20 years 
ago.)  Scammers have gotten even smarter.  The U.S. Department of Education is the only 
department to negotiate reductions, forgiveness, forbearance, or options for payback.   ...And the 
person I was talking to knew everything about my student loan and my personal information…
.and they still were crooks. 

Just recently, I applied for a Sam’s Credit Card.  Was planning on using it for just gas and 
few of my Sam’s favorite products and earn some cash back.  I used it for some airline tickets.  
Paid off the account at the end of the month…received a Congratulations letter for paying off 
my card and I was eligible to select a FREE gift.    WOW! How exciting.  Showed it to my hus-
band; we selected and received the gift in about 2 weeks…2 weeks later there was a $173.34 
charge on my Sam’s card… 

So, I called the California company phone number on my statement just for them to inform 
me they were independent of Sam’s and I should have read the small print.  It looked like it was 
from Sam’s. They were items from Sam’s store products. 

Here are a few suggestions of ways to not be scammed:  Keep in mind that online and phone 
criminals are organized professionals scamming to get personal information or they might 
already have your information.    Ask for a callback number, know who you are speaking to, and 
do not give or “verify” any personal information.   Vulnerable people can include anyone, 
from…students to the elderly… If you are scammed, you have recourse.  Report it to your State 
Attorney General's Office.   

 When you do order online, first join a secure method of payment.  For example - Google 
Pay, Apple Pay, or Venmo.  They are reputable and easy to use.  Advice from Andy for this new 
year “IF IT IS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE, THEN IT’S PROBABLY TOO GOOD TO BE 
TRUE.” 

 Have a Safe and Happy New Year.  Andy. Please continue to write to me at askandyforad-
vice@gmail.com or ask_andy@aol.com.   

 

Ask 
Andy

Have a Question  
for Andy?  

Submit them to: 
ask_andy@aol.com 

 
You can also mail or drop questions 

off to: Meridian Weekly  
P.O. Box 11, Ovid, MI 48866 

If this year is as busy as my 
first four days of January, then I 
can anticipate an outrageously 
filled year where I really will 
be meeting myself in the mid-
dle.  On New Year’s Eve, I did 
not stay up to watch the ball 
drop.  I wasn’t out partying…  I 
was having friends in on the first and needed to get a few more things done before my guests 
started arriving.  I’m glad that it worked out well for me.  I thoroughly enjoyed their company.   

What I was aggravated about was stopping at Walt-mart to pick up the sub sandwiches that 
I had ordered.  I was told that I could pick them up after 8 AM, a little later in the morning would 
work even better.  So I arrived at ten and checked at the deli counter for my order.  The gentle-
man went into the cooler and searched for my order, he came out shaking his head and went over 
to check with two other workers.  He then went back into the cooler, finally he came out without 
the subs.  He asked when I ordered them.  I told him that it had been on Black Friday … he apol-
ogized because he couldn’t find my order and didn’t know where the boss was.  Did I mind wait-
ing while they made up my order, I asked how long it would take. First I was told it would be 
half an hour, then one of the gals came forth and said that it would be ready in twenty minutes.  
Of course I waited…  The sub was good but I really didn’t have the time to wait.  Ya win some 
and ya lose some.  Fortunately the rest of the was filled with much laughter and camaraderie. 

Six of us spent the afternoon playing King’s Corners.  Yup, Brent and Diane came over to 
eat before the big game.  Nope, I did not watch it, nor did I have the television turned on.  I knew 
that the Wolverines won in overtime and that it was a good game.  Diane and Brent went home 
before the game started.  Karen, Robin, Sandy and I munched on the goodies and played cards.  
None of seemed to care if we won or lost.  Robin had brought a cheese ball, potato chips and 
dip.  Karen made deviled eggs.  Sandy’s offering of a shrimp ball, a spinach dip, several kinds 
of crackers and sugared bacon was interesting.  I just had the subs, a meat and cheese platter, a 
veggie tray and extra dip for the corn chips.  Of course I also had coffee and water.  Sandy also 
brought a pastry, her offerings were definitely over the top.  My house was filled with laughter 
and Miss Prudence was offended by us all.  She had to share me with a stranger and barely 
acknowledge Karen or Robin who she knew.   

Prudence has been making me pay for my transgressions.  She is very deliberate and lets me 
know that I have erred.  My reminder that I must return to work on Thursday was ignored.  On 
Wednesday Prudence let me know that I had brought in another stranger, those actions were not 
considered to be acceptable by her.  She ignored Jean and me while we visited.  Pru got to go 
with me to the breakfast birthday party at the farm but wanted to stay perched upon my lap the 
whole time and things did not go as she planned.  In dog years, Pru would be ninety-one years 
old, and seems to have gotten into that crabby self-centered arena.  I wonder if I will be as 
demanding when or if I make it that far in my life time.   

When Thursday morning got here, Miss Prudence did relent, and seemed to realize that her 
wishful thinking was not going to be fulfilled.  She barked continuously as I left the house at six.  
To be honest she was all wiggles and giggles when I got home after closing the shop.  Speaking 
of MG’s Perx & Pastries, next week we will be having a breakfast pizza available.  It involves 
Naan bread, eggs, our sausage gravy and cheese.  I am glad that Diane is always looking for 
something yummy to serve (preferably something that I can also make).  I have not mastered the 
breakfast burritos yet.   

I’m glad to be back at the shop.  I have missed our regulars and on the first day back, we 
were able to please our biscuit and gravy aficionados, our onion bread lovers and cinnamon roll 
supporters.  I am glad to know that we can please folks with more than one of our products.  We 
also had a couple of young men on the OE Varsity who enjoy both the sausage and biscuits and 
our pretzel sticks.  Life is good.  May your days be filled with a healthy variety and may God 
bless your positive endeavors. 

 
Crystal Mitchell©2024 
 
 

A Little  
Common Sense

by Crystal Mitchell

Upcoming in 
January 

 
Winter Car Care 

Home 
Improvement 

Bridal 
Give us a call 
989-834-2264
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Are You Paying Too Much For Propane? 
Becks Propane. Simply Reliable.

• Automatic  
   Delivery 
• Residential 
• Commercial 
• Online Bill Pay 
• 24/7 Emergency  
   Delivery 
• Budget, Cap & PreBuy 
• Visa/Mastercard

For great prices and huge savings, call 
and talk to Eric today! 

(989) 224-6825 

www.BecksPropane.com 
7607 N. US HWY 27 St. John, MI 48879.        989-224-6825 

We Are Your  
Smile Specialists!

• Evening Hours 
• Children & Adults

Dr. Tammy A Mika 
Dr. William P. Horal 
Dr. Richard Halliday

Healthy Kids/MI Child/Healthy MI

114 N. Main St., Perry  
perrydental.org 

517-625-4163

HEATING & COOLING

 
Laingsburg ~ 517-282-4347 ~ 517-651-2233

Licensed and Insured

A Look Back Through 2023

Tennis Coaches, Holly Hubbard and Marie (standing) Seated (l-r) Step Father, Mike Pokorny, 
Mom, Stacey Lewis-Pokorny, Rylee and Father, Ryan Lewis. 

Rylee Lewis to Play Tennis at Olivet College 
April 30, 2023

Conference Champions 
May 14, 2023

Ovid-Elsie Tennis - Team Includes: Rylee Lewis, Itziar Bustamante, Mikayla Bashore, Kaia 
Spiess, Willow Evans, Ava Anderson, Christine Rademacher-Vine, Ellyanna Carman, Jolene 
Hebeler, Claire Thornton, Jollee Swender, Jenna Tomasek, Hannah Moore, Hailie McCreery, 
Brooklyn Belill, and Coaches Marie Spiess and Holly Hibbard 

Ovid-Elsie Soccer - Team Includes: Haylee Palus, Ava Bates, McKenzie Keck, Lily Bates, 
Kiana Brown, Natalie Stoneman, Amy Davis, Dannika Campbell, Aubrey Kurka, Sophia Sweet, 
Evalyn Cole, Alyson Moore, Emmylou Blaha, Rian Kirby, Madison Thornton, Lilly Wiley, 
Hailee Campbell, Hadley Bukantis, Sonja Ramos, Ava Kremer, Audrianna Lukas, Sarah 
Newman. Coaches: Jerome White, Amber Foster. Student Managers: Kaela Campbell and Ava 
Sweet.                Photo by Ortman Production, Inc. 

Braxton Stenger Breaks O-E 
All-Time Stolen Base Record 

May 14, 2023

Mike & Cindy Putnam 
Chosen as Laingsburg 

Springtime Festival 
Parade Marshals 

May 21, 2023
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Mary’s Country Kitchen
M-21 • Ovid • (989) 834-9640  

Dine-In or Take-Out

Roast Beef, Turkey, Swiss Steak 
or Chicken Dinner with Dressing 

Every Sunday Dinner Specials

Includes: Mashed Potatoes, 
Vegetable and Roll 

2/$28
Bring the family 
in and enjoy a 
home cooked 

meal!

Saving for the 
American dreams
Saving for the  
American dreams
Roth IRA can help you save for retirement 
and your children’s education
Chris and Heather want to help their young son go to college someday. They also want
to retire when they’re 65 – but they don’t know how they can save for both dreams.

A Roth IRA could provide flexibility. You can withdraw contributions tax-free from
your Roth IRA at any time. Pay only income taxes on earnings withdrawn before you’re
age 59 if the money is used for college expenses. If your child doesn’t go to college or
receives a full scholarship, the money remains in your Roth IRA for retirement.

Save for the future while maintaining some flexibility for college expenses. A Modern
Woodmen of America financial representative can help you determine if a Roth IRA
could help you achieve your dreams.

Edward J. Arthur, FIC
9790 E. M-21
Ovid, MI 48866
B 989-834-3300
C 517-896-5338
edward.j.arthur@mwarep.org

Let’s start the conversation.

Registered representative. Securities offered through MWA Financial Services Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Modern Woodmen of America. Member: FINRA, SIPC.

In Store Pick‐Up
Softner 

Salt

Water

CULLIGAN OF OWOSSO  
2170 W. M-21, Owosso  •  989-725-5515

50¢

Vending Water 
Refill Station Here!

Gal
NEW LOCATION!

CULLIGAN OF ALMA 
318 Gratiot Ave. 

989-463-1940

Free Water  
Testing 

By Appointment

Reduce, Reuse and Recycle  
in 2024 

submitted by Ellen Link 
We hope 

“Reducing Waste” 
will top your list of 
New Year’s resolu-
tions. It will help 
you, your communi-
ty and the planet. 
Really. And the 
GLR is here to help 
you do that in any way we can, beginning with recycling col-
lections at our facility at 7500 Woodbury Rd. We’re there 1st 
and 3rd Tuesdays (Jan. 2 and 16), 4-6 p.m., and 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays (Jan. 13 and 27), 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Just drive in, we 
empty your trunk, and drive out. Check out the long list below 
of what we take. You might be missing something, like denim, 
books, electronics or batteries.  

What we accept, clean and separated: Newspaper and 
phone books; tin and scrap metal, separated from aluminum; 
corrugated cardboard (include brown paper bags here); 
boxboard; mixed office paper and junk mail; magazines; books; 
plastics— #1 bottles and jars (clear and transparent green and 
blue only), no clamshells (bakery and produce containers); #2 
(rinsed milk jugs/cloudy separated from solid color bottles and 
jars, seam on the bottom—no motor oil containers); and #5 
(food cups, tubs and lids, e.g., yogurt, sour cream, etc.); non-
corroded household batteries; glass bottles and jars only (all 
colors), caps and lids removed—no windows, mirror panes or 
drinking glasses; electronics; televisions ($10-20) and monitors 
($5-10), the fees dependent on type and size (call or check our 
website); Brita water filters; denim (no more than 5% spandex, 
zippers and metal buttons removed); dental products; empty 
inkjets; plant/nursery containers; and hearing aids (batteries 
removed). We’re also now a drop site for old eyeglasses for the 
Laingsburg Lions Club. We do not accept polystyrene 
(Styrofoam®) or plastic bags (return to grocery store). 

For further details on recyclable items, visit our Facebook 
page or website (https://recyclelaingsburg.wixsite.com/mysite). 
Questions or comments? Contact Terry or Ellen Link at (517) 
651-2005 or Beth Lange at 651-6437. New volunteers of any 
age are always welcome. Let’s make 2024 a giant leap towards 
a sustainable future in our own backyard. 

Shiawassee Arts Center  
Portrait Painting Series 

submitted by Linda Ruehle 
The Shiawassee Arts Center will be offering another 

Portrait Painting series of classes with Philip Ruehle, 
Artist/Instructor, MFA. 

Explore the challenging, yet rewarding genre of portrait 
painting with your choice of oils or acrylics. A special focus 
will be placed on anatomy, color theory, and various painting 
methods and techniques. Each class will consist of a demo and 
one-on-one instruction. Fridays, January 26-March 1, 10AM-
1PM. All levels are welcome.  

Materials: Paint: Cadmium Yellow Cadmium Red Alizarin 
Ultramarine Blue Burnt Sienna Titanium White Stand Oil (if 
working in oil) Slow drying medium (if working in acrylic) 
Assortment of filbert and round brushes Canvas or panel 
(x4)11"x14" Palette knife (metal is preferred over plastic) 
Small glass jar (for oil painters) Medium to large plastic or 
glass jar (acrylic painters) 

Pre-registration and payment required. Call The Arts Center 
at (989) 723-8354 for questions or registration.  The 
Shiawassee Arts Center is located at 206 Curwood Castle 
Drive, Owosso.  The classrooms are handicap accessible,   

Shiawassee Arts Center 
submitted by Linda Ruehle 
T h e 

Shiawassee Arts 
Center will resume 
I n d e p e n d e n t 
Painting classes 
with Philip Ruehle, 
Artist/Instructor, 
MFA.  This six 
week session will 
begin on 
W e d n e s d a y , 
January 10 and continue until February 14, from Noon-3pm.  

Pre Registration & payment required: Call 989-723-8354 
Receive one-on-one instruction while exploring the paint-

ing genre of your choice (still life, landscape, portraiture, non-
objective abstract, etc). This is a great opportunity to experi-
ment with something new or to improve upon something with 
which you currently find challenging. Students need to bring 
their own supplies. Mineral spirits will be provided. New six 
week session will follow.  Pre-registration & payment required. 
Call the Arts Center at (989) 723-8354.  The Shiawassee Arts 
Center is located at 206 Curwood Castle Drive, Owosso.  The 
classrooms are handicap accessible.  

Concealed Pistol License Class 
A concealed pistol license class will be held on Sunday, 

January 7, 2024 from 8:00am-4:30pm at the Ashley Sportsman 
Club, 8554 S. Mason Rd., Bannister. 

Firearms, ammo and classroom material will be furnished. 
Certified instructors. 
Lunch will be available. 
Class fee is $120. Pre-register by calling Norm Martin at 

989-834-5628 (home) or 989-277-1002 (cell). 

MDHHS Recognizes Social  
Determinants of Health Month 

in January 
submitted by Chelsea Wuth 
LANSING – The Michigan Department of Health and 

Human Services (MDHHS) is bringing partners together from 
across the state in recognition of Social Determinants of Health 
(SDOH) month in January. MDHHS is hosting events through-
out the month to highlight statewide efforts and will offer a vir-
tual SDOH Summit Jan. 23-25 and a half day in-person recep-
tion Friday, Jan. 26. Throughout the month, local, state and fed-
eral partners will highlight efforts to address social factors that 
impact health. The goal is to improve awareness of current 
resources for residents, highlight successful community-driven 
solutions and develop stronger partnerships to support a greater 
community impact. 

Disparities in SDOH unfairly disadvantage individuals and 
contribute to persistent and preventable health inequities. 
MDHHS promotes the health, safety and stability of residents 
by providing services and administering programs and policies 
that positively improve SDOH. 

Phase III of Michigan’s Roadmap to Healthy Communities 
will be launched in coordination with SDOH Month at the sum-
mit. A primary component of Phase III is the implementation of 
SDOH Hubs – supporting community-led solutions to provide 
comprehensive social and health care resources to Michigan 
residents. 

Interested participants can register online for the January 
SDOH Summit with promo code: RO4DM4P for a discount on 
the registration fee. Space is limited. 

To stay updated on SDOH efforts in Michigan and learn 
more about how you can participate in SDOH month, visit 
Michigan.gov/SDOH.  
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Sports

Marauder Girls, With Only 
Four Wrestlers, Take 4th at 

Mt. Morris 
MOUNT MORRIS -- With just four wrestlers competing, 

the Ovid-Elsie girls still managed to finish 4th of 26 teams at 
the annual Mount Morris Girls Invitational. 

Coach Kyle Spiess' quartet turned in outstanding perform-
ances, none of the Marauder grapplers finishing worst than 3rd 
place: 

-- Maddisyn Miller, 1st, place, 2-0 record. 
-- Kaia Spiess, 2nd place, 2-1 record. 
-- Ava Juhas, 3rd place, 2-1 record. 
-- Haley McClung, 3rd place, 3-1 record. 
Local teams competing at the event included Hemlock, 

LakeVille, Owosso, O-E, St. Johns and the host Panthers. 

(l-r): Ava Juhas, Kaia Spiess, Maddisyn Miller,  
Haley McClung

Lady Bears Take Tough Loss 
by Ashleigh Shaw 
In the first game after the Holiday break, Ashley took on the 

Irish of Mount Pleasant Sacred Heart, one of the top teams in 
the league so far this season. The Bears played a tight game for 
the first quarter and a half and then struggled, turning the ball 
over and struggling to score against the Irish press and tough 
defense. “We struggled with turnovers tonight that led to too 
many easy baskets on the other end. Sacred Heart is a good 
team who is going to take advantage of those opportunities” 
stated Coach Shaw. Ellie Drummond had 6 points and 4 
rebounds, Marissa Brady scored 3 points and grabbed 7 
rebounds and Karissa Brady had a bucket and 4 rebounds.  

Ellie Drummond Marissa Brady Karissa Brady

Wolfpack Grapplers Now Into  
Hammer Time 

LAINGSBURG -- Great ready for 
"Hammer Time." 

The Wolfpack wrestling team has 
announced its first two Hammer winners 
for the 2023-24 season. 

"For us, the Hammer of the Week is the 
wrestler who had a great week of practice 

and tourna-
m e n t s , " 
says veter-
an coach 
S h a w n 
B a y n e s . 
" T h e y 
don’t have 
to win any-
thing, but 
u s u a l l y 
they do." 

T h e 
week one 
recipient 
was Liam McDonald. The 
week two honoree was Dano 
Winans.

Liam McDonald

Dano Winans

Wolfpack Grapplers Featured 
in Blackligh; Bury Olivet  

Eagles, 54-24 
LAINGSBURG -- In a way cool blacklight dual meet, the 

Wolfpack wrestling team continued its early-season winning 
ways at the LHS gymnasium. 

The Olivet Eagles were the victim, falling by a 54-24 mar-
gin after coach Shawn Baynes' Wolves rolled to forfeit wins in 
the first four lightweight classes. 

"It was a cool meet because of the blacklight," said Baynes. 
Ask the Eagles: it's a big advantage to fill all the weight 

classes. 
-- 106 lbs.: Ethan Schneeberger won by forfeit; Elayna 

Jones (Olivet) won by fall over Scarlett Ruhf, 1:05. 
-- 113 lbs.: Liam McDonald won by forfeit. 
-- 120 lbs.: Marlon Graham won by forfeit. 
-- 126: Calvin Stier won by forfeit. 
-- 132: Jace Morris (Olivet) won by 5-2 dec. over Dano 

Winans. 
-- 144: Garret Matthews won by fall over Drew Garcia, :48 

seconds. 
-- 150: Martin Meyers won by fall, 2:06 over DeShonte 

Lindsay. 
-- 157: Bryce Smith won by forfeit. 
-- 165: Seth Sivak won by fall over Luke Wallen in 1:36. 
-- 175: Tyler Schofield (Olivet) won fall over Charles 

Dehnert, 1:09. 
-- 190: Ben Kelenske (Olivet) won by fall over Alex 

Forcier, 1:09. 
-- 215: Joe LaSalle (Olivet) won by 6-2 dec. over Wyatt 

Stanfield; Harvey Montgomery (L) won by fall over Carlitos 
Velasquez, :32 seconds. 

-- 285: Riley Kiffer won by forfeit; Mirabella Carolan (L) 
won by fall over Brianna Preston, 3:08.

Dano Winans in black light match against Olivet.  
                                       Photo by Burg Sports and More

Ovid-Elsie Sports Booster  
in collaboration with Marauder Athletics Presents

REVERSE RAFFLE
    Saturday, March 9, 2024 

    5:00 p.m. (doors open at 4) 

Elsie’s American Legion Hall 

SIDE  BOARDS

GET YOUR TICKET TODAY!

2ND CHANCE 

RAFFLE 

50/50 Drawings

WE are OE

If interested in purchasing tickets or  
contributing to the raffle call  

Amy Knickerbocker (989) 992-7797  
or Ovid-Elsie High School (989) 834-2271 
*Non-Profit 501 (c)(3) documentation available upon request 

A total of $7,100 will be paid out! 
There are more than 20 payouts of $100 or more, and a  

GRAND PRIZE PAYOUT OF $2,000 

Only 300 Tickets will be sold!  
Raffle tickets are $60 

Each ticket includes one entrance into the raffle and one all you can eat 
and drink (beer and wine) dinner. You must be 21 to attend. 

Coaches please 
remember to send 
your results every 

week to be  
included in the 

Meridian Weekly! 
 

Email to:  
news@meridian-

weekly.com 
or Tom Turek  

at 
tomturek2002003@y

ahoo 
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Editorial

Septic Tank Service
• Portable Restrooms • Commercial/Residential 

• Septic Tank Cleaning • Drain Cleaning 
Licensed & Insured

Call (989) 845-6280 • Chesaning

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Farm Lumber Sawn To Order 
BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER 

Bark & Chips Available

6366 N. Forest Hill Rd. 
989-682-4225 

Evenings: 989-875-4565

6366 N. Forest Hill Rd. 
989-682-4225 

Evenings: 989-875-4565

Local Deer Harvest Report 
The numbers are in and the statewide deer harvest is down 

by 10% over last year compared to only a decrease of 4% local-
ly, however, the doe harvest locally and statewide seems to be 
remaining steady at 43%. What does this mean? Well, the DNR 
is probably starting to get worried because they were hoping for 
higher numbers to help curb crop damage and deer/auto acci-
dents. Add in a winter which has been very mild so far that win-
ter kill may be next to nonexistent. Expect an even larger herd 
next year not only locally but across the state. Please look over 
the figures below. 

The Weekly  
Sportsman

by Dan McMaster 
theweeklysportsman@meridianweekly.com

Resolution Rebellion -  
Just Be Still! 

Soooo.. How's that New 
Year's Resolution going…?!?!  
Ha! If you are like me…every 
year I decide on a new healthy 
eating goal or life improvement 
idea and then 2 days in, I can’t 
even remember what the goal 
was! Resolutions are tricky and 
I’ve never been very good at 
keeping them. Self discipline is 
not my strong suit. But making a 
New Years Resolution seems 
like the thing to do. We all need 
one right??? Wrong!!! Trust me, 
there are some of you, based on 
recent circumstances, that have no business trying to make and 
keep resolutions this early in the year. Now I’m not criticizing 
those that jump into the new year determined to grow, to 
change, to get started on a brand new path to a better life, etc. 
You Got This!! You Can Do it!!! But I also think it’s important 
to recognize that some folks may not be ready for growth right 
at this moment.  And that’s okay too! We get hit from all sides, 
luring us onto resolution bandwagons, joining fitness chal-
lenges,  reading clubs, and making major life changes. It seems 
like everywhere you look there are gym ads, diet plans, and 
friends starting groups. All of that is great and fine. Starting 
new initiatives, setting goals, and getting a fresh start are all 
powerful things that God can use to kickstart what He’s got in 
store for us this year. However, I want to also normalize that it's 
100 percent okay if you are not at that place. If the thought of a 
New Years resolution makes you nauseous, it may not be your 
season to grow. Instead, it may be your season to rest, to heal, 
to replenish. Instead of hitting the gym, you may need more 
time curled up on the couch 
under a fuzzy blanket, on vaca-
tion, or just laying low. I know 
of several families that have 
been rocked in recent weeks. 
Long illnesses, difficult diag-
noses, holiday craziness, work 
stress, and unexpected loss all 
take a tremendous toll. It is 
totally okay to give yourself 
permission to take this season 
off. Instead of expending ener-
gy toward some lofty resolution 
that you think others are 
expecting, why not take a while 
to conserve energy and restore 
your soul. Only when we take 
time to replenish is true growth 
even possible anyway.  Plants 

know this truth better than us.  
Winter wheat, for example, is planted in the fall. Before the 

hard frost of winter,  the seed only has time to germinate  and 
grow a few inches above the ground. Then the cold comes, the 
ground freezes, and growth stops. Winters in the upper mid-
west can be long. But under a layer of snow (well maybe not 
this year) the little wheat plant “curls up under a blanket” and 
goes to sleep. No growth, just waiting, not using energy, just 
being there. Finally, months later, when spring returns, warmer 
temperatures kickstart its metabolic processes and the wheat 
plant explodes with new growth. Winter wheat needs a time of 
rest, a time of quiet, a time of just being still. And it is only 
after this dormancy, can its productive life come forth. Let’s 
hold onto that wisdom. There is no need to rush growth. New 
life can start anytime, not just at New Years. Take all the time 
you need. When you are ready, and after you have done the 
work of healing, taken time for your soul to be quiet, or 
allowed your body and your spirit to rest.. Then make all the 
resolutions you want. But in the meantime… it’s okay to be 
still for awhile.  

Emily Klingbeil

Small Businesses are the  
Backbone of the Local  

Community! 

Meridian  
Weekly  

989-834-2264 
Fax: 989-834-2066 
ads@meridianweekly.com 

news@meridianweekly.com   
deb.price@meridianweekly.com
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AMISH FURNITURE
Amish Log Beds,  Dresser, 
Rustic Table and Chairs, 
Mattresses for Cabin or Home. 
Lowest price in Michigan! 
DanDanTheMatressMan.com 
989-923-1278.               CPM 
----------------------------------------- 

AMISH BUILT MINI CABIN 12 x 
24 $10,900.00. New construc-
tion, delivery included. Call for 
details, other sizes & options. 
989-832-1866. 
                                    CPM 
---------------------------------------- 

PREPARE for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money 
Down +Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-855-922-0420.
                                       CPM 
----------------------------------------

FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal, 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android table FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-866-783-0224    CPM 
----------------------------------------

Switch to DISH and get up to a 
$300 gift card! Plus get the 
Multisport pack included for a 
limited time!  Hurry, call for 
details: 1-866-950-6757        
                                      CPM 
-----------------------------------------

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, we're waiving 
all installation costs! (Additional 
terms apply.) Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Offer ends 
3/31/24. Call                  
1-888-510-0901                   CPM 
-----------------------------------------

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest lasting 
material – steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multi-
ple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer – 50% off 
installation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-888-718-1856               
                                      CPM 
-----------------------------------------

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gut-
ter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-369-2501                     
                                      CPM 
-----------------------------------------
DIRECTV Sports Pack - 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 
40 regional and specialty net-
works included. NFL, College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf 
and more. Some restrictions 
apply. Call DIRECTV  
1-888-351-0154            CPM 
-----------------------------------------

SAFE STEP. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1-866-319-1374.  
                                      CPM 
-----------------------------------------

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! 
Superior quality bath and show-
er systems at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES! Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Call Now! 
877-401-2404.                       
                                      CPM 
-----------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS

STOP OVERPAYING FOR. 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A 
recent study shows taht a 
majority of people struggle to 
pay for health coverage. Let us 
show you how much you can 
save. Call Now for a no-obliga-
tion quoter: 1-866-766-6658. 
You will need to have your zip 
code to connect to the right 
provider.                         CPM 
-----------------------------------------

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT 
YOUR HOME from pests safely 
and affordable. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders 
and other pests. Locall owned 
and affordable. Call for service 
or an inspection today!  
1-844-524-7227. Have zip code 
of property ready when calling!
                                      CPM 
-----------------------------------------

AUCTION

AMISH BUILT storage sheds 
and mini cabins delivered to 
your site anywhere in Michigan! 
Starting at $2,500.00 
mynextbarncom 989-832-1866.        
                                    CPM 
---------------------------------------- 

MISCELLANEOUS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-835-7273 Hablamos 
Espanol.                         CPM 
-----------------------------------------

MEDICAL

200+ Excellent Firearm & 
Ammo Online Auction. Plus 
Hoagland Estate auction Mio.  
Bid from anywhere 
shipping/inspection available. 
Selling guns?  
Call John Peck 989-345-4866. 
J o h n P e c k A u c t i o n s . c o m 
Michigan’s Premier Gun 
Auctioneers.                           CPM 
 ---------------------------------------- 

METAL ROOFING  regular and 
shingle style, HALF OFF ON 
SPECIAL COLORS! Also, life-
time asphalt shingles available. 
Licensed and insured builders. 
Quality work for 40 years! 
AMISH CREW.   517-575-3695
                                       CPM 
----------------------------------------

BUSINESS SERVICES

Weekly online auction ends 
Jan. 7: 2009 Chevrolet 
Traverse; 2008 Ford Escape; 
Barbie collections; vintage  
toys, thermometers, cameras; 
kitchen supplies; video con-
trollers, games and more. Visit 
bid.sherwoodauctionservicellc.com 
for this, more auctions. 
                                    CPM 
---------------------------------------- 

ADJUSTABLE BED Brand 
New with mattress. Made is 
U.S.A., in plastic, with warranty. 
Retail cost $3,995.00, sacrifice 
for $875.00.  Call for showing or  
 delivery:  
DanDanTheMattressMan.com   
989-832-1866                     CPM 
-----------------------------------------

MATTRESSES

C L A S S I F E D S  D I R E C TO RY

LAND WANTED
WANTED: Farm Land wanted to 
rent for 2023 and beyond. Also 
farm land to purchase on land 
contract. Contact Don Cuthbert at 
(517) 881-1724 or email 
1don.cuthbert@gmail.com       
                                       1604tf 
--------------------------------------------

FERRALL’S FIREWOOD: 
Good quality hardwood. Family 
owned & operated since 1978. 
(989) 862-4453; (989) 666-
0561                           1534tf 

J & M WELL DRILLING & 
Service, Inc. Emergency 
Service. Perry 517-675-5956 
Owosso 989-743-5626 
Point of Sale Work, 5” PVC 
Well Drilling, Well Repairs, 
Pumps and Tanks, 
Chlorinating and Testing. 
www.waterhelpnow.com.  TF          

HANDYMAN: Leaf removal, 
eavestrough cleaning, power 
washing (houses & decks), or 
other odd jobs, painting (exterior 
& interior). Call Miller & Sons 
today 517-881-9977 or Linda 
517-449-3261.          1687tf                   
----------------------------------------- 

SERVICES

OUTDOOR FURNACE
WOOD HEAT: Easy to operate 
and maintain. Central Boiler 
Certified, Classic Edge, 
Titanium HDX, Outdoor Wood 
Furnace: Call Today,  Valentine 
Enterpise. (989) 862-5972.         
Elsie, MI                  1683tf 
----------------------------------------- 

FOR RENT
ELSIE MASONIC COMMUNI-
TY CENTER RENTAL: Newly 
remodeled for parties up to 50. 
(Former Courter Drug Store) 
Any occasion. 1/2 kitchen, 
fridge, microwave. For more info 
call Bruce 517-599-0192 or Rod 
989-666-4838.             1680  
----------------------------------------- 

Thornton & Sons 
Construction & Design Inc.

• Remodeling Specialists • Kitchens • Bathrooms  
• Wood Basements • New Homes • Architectural Design

Phone: 989-862-4889 

Licensed Builder 
Lead Certified Renovator 

Veterans Affairs Approved

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY 
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People 

Find What They’re Looking For! 1

Experienced • Equipped • Insured
Stump Removal

989-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561 

 3 ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS ON STAFF

Miller/Bartz 
Septic

200 ft. of hose

2 Locations 
Ovid 

834-2733 
Owosso 

743-5055

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a  
double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a  
circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

• Full Service  
Auto Repair

9779 M-21, Ovid 
(989) 834-5031

FERRALL’S 
TREE

Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc. In Business

“Old Fashioned Service with Modern Technology”

Floors - Sidewalks - 
Driveways - Pole Barn 

 Garages - Foundations

CONCRETE

Brand Builders
Jerry Orweller

OVID 
(989) 834-2997

 LONG’S 
Transmissions

210 N. Lyon St. 
Owosso 

(989) 723-5580

• Automatic 
• Manual • Foreign 

• Domestic 
• 4-Wheel Drive

WET BASEMENT?
BASEMENT  

WATERPROOFING 
FOUNDATION REPAIR 

CRAWL SPACE

1-800-STAY-DRY
782-9379

517-327-3446 - OVID
email - info@staydryinc.com 
staydrywaterproofing.com

27

MG’s Perx  
& Pastries 

116 N. Ovid St., Elsie 
989-398-1021 

Open 7am-Noon 
Tues-Sat 

We serve Breakfast,  
Baked Goods &  

Fresh Homemade Bread. 
Our products are made  

from scratch! 
*We do Special Orders 

Advertise Your  
Business Here 

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

only$32  
per week!

D  D Construction

Ask about our Winter Specials!

&

Donnie Orweller, Licensed Builder

989-307-3156
All your residential building needs  

Concrete, Siding, Roofing, Remodeling

MISCELLANEOUS

VEHICLE IMPOUND
VEHICLE IMPOUND AUC-
TION: Sealed bid on abanoned 
vehicle. Due by 1-15-24 
Matt’s Towing, 9055 E. M-21, 
Ovid, MI 48866 
989-834-5511.              1715 
----------------------------------------- 
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C L I N TO N  C O U N T Y  L E G A L S
Notice of Foreclosure by 
Advertisement. Notice is given 
under section 3212 of the revised 
judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, 
MCL 600.3212, that the following 
mortgage will be foreclosed by a sale 
of the mortgaged premises, or some 
part of them, at a public auction sale 
to the highest bidder for cash or 
cashier’s check at the place of holding 
the circuit court in Clinton County, 
starting promptly at 10:00 AM, on 
January 17, 2024. The amount due on 
the mortgage may be greater on the 
day of the sale. Placing the highest 
bid at the sale does not automatically 
entitle the purchaser to free and clear 
ownership of the property. A potential 
purchaser is encouraged to contact the 
county register of deeds office or a 
title insurance company, either of 
which may charge a fee for this infor-
mation. MORTGAGE: Mortgagor(s): 
Trevor Thorne, unmarried man 
Original Mortgagee: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. 
("MERS"), solely as nominee for 
lender and lender`s successors and 
assigns Date of mortgage: December 
3, 2021 Recorded on December 15, 
2021, in Document No. 5319399, 
Foreclosing Assignee (if any): 
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC 
Amount claimed to be due at the date 
hereof: Two Hundred Twenty 
Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-Six 
and 64/100 Dollars ($220,796.64) 
Mortgaged premises: Situated in 
Clinton County, and described as: 
Lots 6, 7, 10 and 11 in Block 4, 
Village of Elsie, EXCEPTING a par-
cel of land 30 feet East and West 60 
feet North and South in the Southeast 
corner of Lot 11 and also EXCEPT-
ING a parcel of land 100 feet North 
and South by 102 feet East and West 
in the Southwest corner of Lot 10 and 
also EXCEPTING a parcel of land 
114 feet North and South by 38 feet 
East and West in the Northeast corner 
of Lot 6, Village of Elsie, according to 
the recorded plat thereof as recorded 
in Liber R, Page 579 of Plats, Clinton 
County Records. Commonly known 
as 155 W Main St, Elsie, MI 48831 
The redemption period will be 6 
months from the date of such sale, 
unless abandoned under MCL 
600.3241a, in which case the redemp-
tion period will be 30 days from the 
date of such sale, or 15 days from the 
MCL 600.3241a(b) notice, whichever 
is later; or unless extinguished pur-
suant to MCL 600.3238. If the above 
referenced property is sold at a fore-
closure sale under Chapter 32 of Act 
236 of 1961, under MCL 600.3278, 
the borrower will be held responsible 
to the person who buys the property at 
the mortgage foreclosure sale or to 
the mortgage holder for damaging the 
property during the redemption peri-
od. Attention homeowner: If you are a 
military service member on active 
duty, if your period of active duty has 
concluded less than 90 days ago, or if 
you have been ordered to active duty, 
please contact the attorney for the 
party foreclosing the mortgage at the 
telephone number stated in this 
notice. Carrington Mortgage 
Services, LLC Mortgagee/Assignee 
Schneiderman & Sherman P.C. 23938 
Research Dr, Suite 300 Farmington 
Hills, MI 48335 248.539.7400 

 
1517749 
(12-17)(01-07)Meridian  
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deb.price@meridianweekly.com

Notice of Foreclosure by 
Advertisement. Notice is given under 
section 3212 of the revised judicature 
act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 
600.3212, that the following mortgage 
will be foreclosed by a sale of the 
mortgaged premises, or some part of 
them, at a public auction sale to the 
highest bidder for cash or cashier’s 
check at the place of holding the cir-
cuit court in Clinton County, starting 
promptly at 10:00 AM, on February 
07, 2024. The amount due on the 
mortgage may be greater on the day of 
the sale. Placing the highest bid at the 
sale does not automatically entitle the 
purchaser to free and clear ownership 
of the property. A potential purchaser 
is encouraged to contact the county 
register of deeds office or a title insur-
ance company, either of which may 
charge a fee for this information. 
MORTGAGE: Mortgagor(s): Scott 
Lazaroff and Stephanie Lazaroff, hus-
band and wife Original Mortgagee: 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. ("MERS"), solely as 
nominee for lender and lender`s suc-
cessors and assigns Date of mortgage: 
June 8, 2023 Recorded on June 13, 
2023, in Document No. 5336100, 
Foreclosing Assignee (if any): 
loanDepot.com, LLC Amount claimed 
to be due at the date hereof: Two 
Hundred Seventy-Three Thousand 
Three Hundred Ninety-Three and 
93/100 Dollars ($273,393.93) 
Mortgaged premises: Situated in 
Clinton County, and described as: Lot 
25, Looking Glass Pines, DeWitt 
Township, Clinton County, Michigan, 
according to the recorded plat thereof, 
as recorded in Liber 6 of Plats, Page 
44, Clinton County Records. 
Commonly known as 13182 White 
Pine Dr, Dewitt, MI 48820 The 
redemption period will be 6 month 
from the date of such sale, unless 
abandoned under MCL 600.3241a, in 
which case the redemption period will 
be 30 days from the date of such sale, 
or 15 days from the MCL 
600.3241a(b) notice, whichever is 
later; or unless extinguished pursuant 
to MCL 600.3238. If the above refer-
enced property is sold at a foreclosure 
sale under Chapter 32 of Act 236 of 
1961, under MCL 600.3278, the bor-
rower will be held responsible to the 
person who buys the property at the 
mortgage foreclosure sale or to the 
mortgage holder for damaging the 
property during the redemption peri-
od. Attention homeowner: If you are a 
military service member on active 
duty, if your period of active duty has 
concluded less than 90 days ago, or if 
you have been ordered to active duty, 
please contact the attorney for the 
party foreclosing the mortgage at the 
telephone number stated in this notice. 
loanDepot.com, LLC 
Mortgagee/Assignee Schneiderman & 
Sherman P.C. 23938 Research Dr, 
Suite 300 Farmington Hills, MI 48335 
248.539.7400 
 
1518933 
(12-31)(01-21)

Attention homeowner: If you are a 
military service member on active 
duty, if your period of active duty has 
concluded less than 90 days ago, or if 
you have been ordered to active duty, 
please contact the attorney for the 
party foreclosing the mortgage at the 
telephone number stated in this notice. 
Notice of foreclosure by advertise-
ment. Notice is given under section 
3212 of the revised judicature act of 
1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3212, 
that the following mortgage will be 
foreclosed by a sale of the mortgaged 
premises, or some part of them, at a 
public auction sale to the highest bid-
der for cash or cashier’s check at the 
place of holding the circuit court in 
Clinton County, starting promptly at 
10:00 AM on FEBRUARY 7, 2024. 
The amount due on the mortgage may 
be greater on the day of the sale. 
Placing the highest bid at the sale does 
not automatically entitle the purchaser 
to free and clear ownership of the 
property. A potential purchaser is 
encouraged to contact the county reg-
ister of deeds office or a title insurance 
company, either of which may charge 
a fee for this information.  
Default has been made in the condi-
tions of a mortgage made by Erik 
Martini, single man, to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Home Point Financial 
Corporation, It's successors and 
assigns, Mortgagee, dated November 
19, 2020 and recorded November 24, 
2020 in Instrument Number 5301328 
Clinton County Records, Michigan. 
Said mortgage is now held by 
Freedom Mortgage Corporation, by 
assignment. There is claimed to be due 
at the date hereof the sum of Seventy-
One Thousand Ninety-Eight and 
10/100 Dollars ($71,098.10). 
Under the power of sale contained in 
said mortgage and the statute in such 
case made and provided, notice is 
hereby given that said mortgage will 
be foreclosed by a sale of the mort-
gaged premises, or some part of them, 
at public vendue at the place of hold-
ing the circuit court within Clinton 
County, Michigan at 10:00 AM on 
FEBRUARY 7, 2024. 
Said premises are located in the City 
of Ovid, Clinton County Michigan, 
and are described as:  
Lot 7 and the West 1/2 of Lot 8, Block 
13, Village (now City) of Ovid, 
Clinton County, Michigan, according 
to the recorded plat thereof as record-
ed in Liber 21 of Plats, Page 367, 
Clinton County Records. 
130 W. Front St, Ovid, Michigan 
48866 
The redemption period shall be 6 
months from the date of such sale, 
unless determined abandoned in 
accordance with MCLA §600.3241a, 
in which case the redemption period 
shall be 30 days from the date of such 
sale.  
If the property is sold at foreclosure 
sale, pursuant to MCL 600.3278, the 
borrower will be held responsible to 
the person who buys the property at 
the mortgage foreclosure sale or to the 
mortgage holder for damage to the 
property during the redemption peri-
od.  
Dated: January 7, 2024 
File No. 23-014828 
Firm Name: Orlans PC 
Firm Address: 1650 West Big Beaver 
Road, Troy MI 48084 
Firm Phone Number: (248) 502.1400 
 
 
 
(01-07)(01-28) 
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Applebee Oil 
& Propane
108 N. Mill St., 

 Ovid

989-834-2828 or 
800-882-0876

MICHIGAN 
LIVESTOCK 

SERVICE
Serving the Farm Community

989-834-2661
110 N. Main St., Ovid 

M-F 9:30-3:30pm; Sat. 9:30-12:30pm

(989) 251- 8531

PERU 
Competitive Rates 

Quality Work

Now Scheduling Small Indoor Projects 
Bathrooms • Flooring • Kitchens 

Landscaping  
& Handyman

Ray Peru

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a  

double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a  

circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY 
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People 

Find What They’re Looking For! 2

Scharnweber 
Well Drilling 
517-651-2211 
Family Owned Business 
Serving the Laingsburg & Surrounding 

Communities for Over 20 Years.

KEVIN’S BODY SHOP & TOWING
“YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP”“YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP”

Body Work • Auto Repair • Towing • Mufflers • Tires • Alignments  
Brakes • Diagnostics • Tune Ups • Engine Work • Suspensions • Air 
Conditioning • Lube & Oil • Performance & Stock Mufflers • Custom 

Pipe Bending • Interstate Batteries • Rims • Courtesy Cars
(989) 862-5026 
7575 N. Hollister Rd., Elsie

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5 
After Hours By Appt.

Ovid-Elsie 
Animal 
Clinic

3900 N. Hollister Rd. 
Ovid, MI 

989-834-5333204 S. Main • Ovid •  Phone: (989) 834-6288

Ovid Lions/VFW 
     Hall

214 S. Main St., Ovid 
Available for rental. 
 (989) 834-2551

Pump 
Technician

Furnace 
Technician

HEATING • COOLING • PLUMBING 
Sales & Service 

989-834-5554
DAVE BENO 

Ovid, MI 
Cell # 989-798-7052

Answering  
Service  

Available

We beat all LOCAL competitors rates GUARANTEED!

SPECIALTY SALVAGE

CURBSIDE GARBAGE SERVICE

FREE Curb Cart Rental For Seniors.  
Serving Clinton • Gratiot • Saginaw Counties.

989-725-8062Owosso:

Buying all scrap metals:  
Autos & Junk Equipment.  

One stop for all your  
recycling & waste needs.

Self-Storage Units

9596 E. M-21, Ovid

Open Units Available 

•4 Sizes Available 

989-862-4102

Storage Solutions
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WE BUY CARS!
SHIAWASSEE

COUNTYʼS

“We want
to buy 
your 

vehicle
today!”

AUTOMOTIVE
BUYER

#1

WE BUY CARS!
WE PAY MORE AND PAY YOU ON THE SPOT TODAY FOR ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS, ANY CONDITION!
PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL, POLITE AND WE PAY THE MOST FOR YOUR CAR

FAST SAFECONVENIENT
• 30 MINUTES 
OR LESS

• NO HASSLE

• WE HANDLE 
LOAN PAYOFF

• GET PAID NOW!

• NO WASTING TIME    
WITH TIRE KICKERS

• WE TAKE CARE OF   
THE TITLE 
TRANSFER

• NO PURCHASE 
NECESSARY

• LOCAL

• PROFESSIONAL

• NO PRESSURE 
ENVIRONMENT

• NO STRANGERS 
AT YOUR HOME

• NO BUYERS REMORSE
• REPUTABLE

PAID ON THE SPOT!
WALK-INS WELCOME • OR CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

1108 EAST MAIN STREET • OWOSSO, MI 48867

989-725-2184 Tony Young

New Exhibit at SAC 
T h e 

Shiawassee Arts 
Center opens a 
new exhibit featur-
ing Indigenous art-
work by Monica 
Rickert Bolter, 
Kelly Church, 
Stephanie Jackson, 
W a n e s i a 
M i s q u a d a c e , 
Cherish Parrish, 
and Monica 
Raphael. The 
exhibit, which runs January 3 through January 28, is sponsored 
by The Cook Family Foundation. Help us kick off the 
Statewide Community Read, Firekeepers Daughter by 
Angeline Boulley, at the public is welcome to attend the ‘Meet 
the Artists’ reception Sunday, January 14, 1-3pm. Copies of the 
book will be available.  

Monica Rickert-Bolter is a Chicago-based visual artist of 
Potawatomi and Black heritage. Her artwork uses traditional 
mediums, such as charcoal and pastels, graphic design, and dig-
ital coloring to create expressive characters and tell diverse sto-
ries.  

Stephanie Jackson is an artist, activist and educator from 
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. She explores the relationship between 
her Anishinaabe and settler ancestry, and the unique experience 
of being a first-generation descendent through her practice of 
both contemporary and traditional Anishinaabe arts.  

Monica Jo Raphael, Anishinaabe-Lakota from the village of 
Peshawbestown on the Grand Traverse Band Reservation,is a 
culture bearer, grandmother and fifth generation quill worker 
who comes from a long line of woodland quill artists. She feels 
as if she’s having a dialogue with her ancestors when creating 
her interpretation of an art that predates European contact and 
the introduction of glass seed beads.  

Kelly Church is an Pottawatomi/Ottawa/Ojibwe black ash 
basket maker, fiber artist, educator, activist and culture keeper. 
A member of the Gun Lake Band in Michigan and a Grand 
Traverse Band of Ottawa and Ojibwe descendent, she comes 
from an unbroken line of black ash basket makers and from the 
largest black ash weaving family in the Great Lakes region.  

Wanesia Spry Misquadace is a member of the Fond Du 
Lac’s Band of the Ojlbway in Minnesota. Highly adept at the 
traditional Ojlbway practice of making wigwas mamacenawe-
jegam, otherwise known as “transparencies” or “chews” 
Misquadace utilizes the eye tooth to firmly bite designs into 
birch bark.  

Cherish Parrish is a sixth-generation, black ash basket 
weaver, having learned the craft from her mother, artist Kelly 
Church. Using the pliable bark of black ash trees that she har-
vests from the swamps of the Michigan wetlands, Parrish 
weaves tightly woven baskets.  

The Shiawassee Arts Center, celebrating its 52nd anniver-
sary in 2024, is located at 206 Curwood Castle Drive in 
Owosso and is open to the public free of charge, Monday 
through Friday 10-5pm, weekends 12-3pm. The Arts Center 

features the artwork 
of local and 
statewide artists in 
eight galleries 
including the 
Frieseke Gallery and 
a specialty Gift 
Shop. SAC is a non-
profit organization 
whose mission is to 
encourage participa-
tion and appreciation 
of the arts. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
989.723.8354 or 
visit www.shi-
awasseearts.org.

Black ash basket designed by Kelly Church

Monica Rickert-
Bolter of Chicago 
design

A Look Back Through 2023

2023 Mother of the Year Diane Bradley and  
Father of the Year John Mitosinka

Bannister ZCBJ Lodge 
Mothers’ and Fathers’ 

Celebration 
May 21, 2023

1st Ever OE Track Conference 
Championship 

May 28, 2023

Team Includes: Jessica Kozlowski, 
Piper White, Sam Snider, Clarissa 
Baese, Kaia Spiess, Alexis Spitzley, 
Sierra Rings, Chloe Preston, Audrey 
Bensinger, Audrey Kurka, Tava 
Kvalevog, Hannah Koutz, Jillian 
Williams, Audrey Johns, Braeden 
Tokar, Izzy Loynes, Lillian Bates, 
Haley Bashore Coaches: Nick 
Hufnagel, Zach Loynes and Brian 
Powell.  

 
Team Includes: Rylee Lewis, Itziar Bustamante, Mikayla 
Bashore, Kaia Spiess, Willow Evans, Ava Anderson, Christine 
Rademacher-Vine, Ellyanna Carman, Jolene Hebeler, Claire 
Thornton, Jollee Swender, Jenna Tomasek, Hannah Moore, 
Hailie McCreery, Brooklyn Belill. Coaches Marie Spiess and 
Holly Hibbard

OE Tennis Team Wins 
Regional Title 

May 28, 2023
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